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THE 

P RE F A C E 

H H E following Iheefs contain 
the hiftory of a petfoh of a very 
lingular and uncommon cha- 
racter, who made the greateft 
figure during our late troubles, 
and the latter part of whole 
life was fill’d with a variety of great a&ions 
both in war and policy; who, from a private 
gentleman of no confiderable fortune, railed' 
himfelf to the higheft pitch of power and 
grandeur, obtain’d the lupreme ah thority and 
command over three nations, and over-aw’d 1 
the molt powerful Princes and Stated about 
ns ; a man whole good fortune inmoftof his 
great undertakings accompany ’d him to the* 
laft ; and who, after a continu’d feries of luc- 
cefles, dy’d in the peaceable pofleffiori of the 
lovereign power, was interr'd among our Kings - 
With a regal pomp, and had his death condol’d 
by the greateft Princes and States of Chrijlen- 
dom in lolemn embaffies to his fon. It being a 
natural curiofity in men to know the chara- 
cters of fuch as have render’d themfelves fk- ‘ 
mous by uncommon exploits, I judg’d a regh>- 
lar and juft account of the actions, proceed- 
ings, and management of this extraordinary 
Man, could not be unacceptable. 

A z Amon<^ 
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A mon g the many who have hitherto wrote 
of him, very few have done it with temper > 
dome commending, others condemning him ; 
and both out of meafure : I have therefore in 
compiling the following Life taken care to 
avoid both extrenaes j and declining either pa- 
negyric or fatire,' have faithfully related mat- 
ters of fadt, and left the reader to judge of 
them as he (hall think fit. I have purpofely 
avoided all reproachful terms and invidious 
refledtions, which difcover only the anger and 
malice of an author, whole bulinefs is only to 
defcribe plain matters of fadt without prejudice 
or partiality j this I have fincerely endeavour’d 
to do, having as freely fet down thofe adtions 
of Chomwell which carry an ill alpedt with 
them, as I have thofe which appear with a. 
better face, and are by many of his adverfaries 
acknowledg’d to be praife- worthy. In Ihort, 
I have neither leflen’d his bad, nor multiply ’d 
his good deeds, bpt have had a ftridt regard to 
truth, as far as I was by good authorities con- 
vinc’d of it. 

. Th e Lives that have been hitherto written 
of this great Man, are manifeftly faulty in ma- 
ny rdpedts. The foreign ones are rather ro- 
mances than hijlories, being fill’d with fuch in- 
trigues, adventures, and adtions, as our Englijb 
writers fpeak not one word of. As to thofe in 
our own language, they are either fuch as dif- 
cover the moll fervile flattery or bittereft ran- 
cour, or are wrote in an odd fort of ludicrous 
flile ; and all of them are exceedingly defe- 
dtive, wholly omitting feveral very remarkable 
tranfadtions and occurrences, and very imper- 
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fedtly defcribing many others. AH thefe 
faults are carefully avoided in the following 
hiftory, wherein I have endeavour’d to be as 
plain and intelligible as poffible, and to omit 
no material fadt or curious ftory I could find! 
fupported by any good authorities. Where 
our own and foreign writers difagree in rela- 
ting the circumftances of a fadt, I have follow- 
ed the former, fuppofing them to be the belt 
inform’d ; and when any of our own hiftorians 
differ, I ufually take notice of fuch difference, 
that nothing may be related with a greater ap- 
pearance of certainty, than in proportion to 
the real evidence it has to fupport it. I have 
perus’d and confiilted the Lives above-men- 
tion’d, that nothing that is valuable in them 
might be pafs’d by j tho’ I found them fo very 
faulty in one refpedt or other, that I ufaailly 
choie to take the ftories which they have, 
from fome other authors of more approved 
credit, rather than from them : So that this is 
a work entirely new. 

I have been particularly very large upon 
that nice period, from the conclufion of the 
civil war to the King’s death ; and have given 
as particular and exadt an account as poffible of 
the differences between the Parliament and Ar- 
my, of the management between the King 
and Parliament, and between the King and 
the Army, of the diifenfions between the A- 
gitators and fuperior Officers about treating 
with the King, and how Cromwell was in- 
duc’d to defert the King’s intereft, and recon- 
cile himfelf again to the Agitators ; all which 
at lafl brought on the King’s death. 

As 
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As to the method I have taken in cottopo- 
fing the following Life, it is divided' into 
three parts, and each part into feveral 
chapters. The firft part contains the actions 
of this great Man during the life of King 
Charles I. to the death of that unfortunate! 
Monarch : The fecond defcribes his atfions 
under the Commonwealth government, from 
the King’s death to the diilolution of the Long 
Parliament : And the third gives an account 
of his management and behaviour in his Pro- 
teltorjhip , from the diflolution of the laid Par- 
liament to his death. To all' this, as a con- 
clufioh, I have added his character, his mag- 
nificent lying in Hate, and pompous funeral j 
as alio an Appendix, containing feme account 
of his children, and of the ftate of affairs to 
the Reftoration of King Charles II. Strift 
regard has been had to the chronology from 
one period to another. By this method I have 
conlulted the Reader’s eafe, as well as his plea- 
lure and profit in the hiftory itfelfi 
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I OF 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 


PARTI. 

Containing an account of his life and 
dBionsy to the time of the K I N'GV 
death. 


C H A P. I. 

Some account of him till the breaking out of the 
War between the King and Parliament. 

LIVER CROMWELL was bom His birtfy 
at Huntingdon, April 25, 1599. His * nd de ~ 
father was Mr. Robert Cromwell ', fe- fcent * 
cond fbn of Sir Henry Cromwell, and 
brother of Sir Oliver , who at his 
houfe at Hinchinbrook, made the nobleft enter- 
tainment for king James I. at his acceflion to the 
Englijh crown, that had ever been offer’d by a 
private fubjeft. Sir Oliver had a very great ef- 

• tate ; but our Oliver •’s father being’ a youngej: 
brother, had not above 300 /. per annum . 

The name of this- family was not originally 
-Cromwell, but William}. Morgan Williams , fon 

• . B - - and 
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and heir of William, of a very ancient family iA 
Wales, married the filter of the famous Thomas lord 
Cromwell , who was made Carl of Effest by king 
HenryVWl. By her he had a fon named Richard * 
who when he grew up was knighted by king Henry , 
and took the name of his uncle Cromwell , tho’ he 
kept the arms of Williams. He married Frances , 
daughter and colfeir'of Sir Thomas Mutffh \ and 
upon the difiolutibn of the monafteries, obtain'd 
all thole lands in Huntingdon/hire, which belong'd - 
to any of them in that cbUnty, which amounted 
to a prodigious value : And this was the firft fet- 
tling of this family in that bounty. 'Of this Sfr 
Richard Cromwell, we have the following account : 
On the i ft of May, 1540, there was held a folemn 
triumph at Wejtminfter beforeking/ 7 <*»;}> V III. by 
Sir John Dudley , Sir Richard CromweUy and four 
other challengers j which was proclairh’din France, 
Spain, Scotland , and Flanders : Oh the ffecond day 
at tournaments, Sir Richard Cromwell Overthrew 
Mi u Palmer off his.horfe j and on the fifth day at 
Barryers , he likewife overthrew Mr. Cufpey, to his 
and the challengers gitat honour. He had a fon. 
Sir Henry Cromwell, (oilr protestor’s grandfather) 
who was knighted by queen Elizabeth in the fixth 
year of her reign, 'this Sir Henry married Joan, 
daughter and heir of Sir Ralph Warn eh, and made 
his chief feat upon the ruins of a houfe of nuns at 
Hinchinbrook. He was a very worthy gentleman, 
and was highly honour’d and belov’d both in 
court and country. He had fix fbns ; Oliver, 
(already mention’d) Robert, Henry, Richard, Phi- 
lip, and Ralph. The fecond fon, Mr. Robert 
Cromwell, who was allb a gentleman of very 
’.good reputation in his country, and was no leis 
•efteem’d than any of his anceftors for perfonal 
worth, married the daughter of Sir Richard Stew- 
ard, and by her had the famous Oliver, the fub* 
jedtof the enfiiing hiftory. 

Though 
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Olive* C*qmivsll. 3 

Thov.gh Mr. RobertCromweil had but a imall Hiseda- 
eflate, yet he took greet carp of his Jon’s education, ^anneraf 
lending hint, when grown up ? to the univerfityof life. 
Cambridge, where be was a Jtudent in &d8«y col- 
lege, though *twas observ’d, that he was not lb 
much inclin'd tp {peculation as to adion. Whiift 
he was there his lather died, upon which he re- 
turn’d hopie, and led ,an extravagant kind of life, 
jaddiding hjmfelf to fuch follies as young perfons 
are too apt to fall into .; f© 'that his mother was 
advis’d to lend him up to Lincoln’s- Jm, where he 
.betook hjmielf tp the ftucty pf the law : But not 
jlikiqg that fedentfiry employment, he loon return’d 
.Again into the qopntry, and followed his former 
^vicious courfes, to the wafting of a great part of 
his paternal eftate. At length he became greatly 
.reform'd, and grew mighty iober and religious ; 
and having an eftate of four or five hundred pounds 
$er annum, left him by Sir Robert Steward , his 
uncle by his mother’s fide, he married Elizabeth , . 
daughter of Sir^wej Baucber. 

After his reformation, he adher’d .for fome He falls la 
time to the church of England, very devoutly at- 
tending on the public fervice; but at length, fall- 
ing into the hands of fome Puritans , he became a 
jealous friend to that party ; frequently entertain- 
ing their minifters at his houle. After this time he 
is laid to have been fo fcrupuloufly juft, that hav- 
ing fome years before won thirty pounds of one 
Mr. Calton at play, he nowpaid it him back again, 
telling him that he had got it by indirect and un- 
lawful means, and that it would be a fin in him 
to keep it any longer. 

We hear nothing of. his acting in a public ca* _ 1 ° 2 
pacity till the year 162S, when he was one of the 
committee of religion in king Charles ’ s third par- iftjtteeof 
liament, and gave information to the houfe, that religion 
the bifhop of Winchefter countenanced fome who 
preached downright popery, and that ’twas by his third par- 
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His dcfign 
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land pre- 
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means that Dr. Manwaring was promoted to a rich 
living ; concluding. If tbefe befteps to ebureb pre- 
ferment y what are we Jhortly to expeft ? 

The power of archbifhop Laud growing grie- 
vous to the Puritans , he being very fevere in his 
proceedings againft them, many of them began to 
think of taking refuge in foreign plantations ; and 
duch numbers of families a&ually tranfported them- 
felves, that the government at length taking um- 
brage at it, publilh’d a proclamation, to reftrain 
the diforderly tranfporting his majefty*s fubjedts 
to the plantations in America , without a royal li- * 
cence. Mr. Oliver Cromwell , together with Sir 
Matthew Boynton , Sir William Conftable , Sir Ar- 
thur Ha/lerigg, Mr. John Hampden , and feveral 
other gentlemen, were preparing to remove them- 
felves, and were actually embark’d for that pur- 
pofe ; but were prevented by the faid proclamation, 
and the following Order of council, **• That die 
“ lord treafurer of England rtiould take lpeedy and 
“ 'effectual courfe for the ftay of eight fhips now 
“ in the river of Thames prepared to go for New- 
“ England , and Ihould lijcewife give order for the 
“ putting on land ail the paflengers and provifions 
“ therein intended for the vovage.” And thus 
Mr. Cromwell's voyage to New-England was pre- 
vented. 

About the year 1638, the king and fome lords 
became undertakers for draining the fen-lands in 
Lincolnjhire , and the Ifle of Ely. This projeft was ' 
oppos’d by feveral, chiefly by the town of Cam- 
bridge ; and Mr. Oliver Cromwell boldly headed 
this party againft the undertakers for draining the 
fens. By this means, and by promifing his farther 
afliftance in their behalf, he got to be eledted bur- 
gefs for the town of Cambridge in 1640, to femre in 
that parliament, which was afterwards called the 
Long Parliament. 

In 
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Oliver Cromwell. 

• In this parliament he foon fhew’d himfejf a zeal- 
ous and forward pppofer of grievances in religion ; 
and ’tis faid* that one time when Sir Thomas Chi - 
chely and Mr* Warwick were talking with him in 
the houfe about the affair of religion, he faid ,. 1 
can tell you , Sirs, what I wou'd not have , thi f 1 
cannot tell what I wou'd. 

. He was a great promoter of the commons grand 
remonftrance of all the grievances in the nation from 
the king’s acceffion to that time, which was pre- 
sented to his majefty at his return from Scotland , 
foon after the Irijh rebellion and maffacre, in which 
above 1 50,000 Proteftants, men, women, and chil- 
dren, were barbaroufly murder’d by the Papifts. 
A day having been appointed for retaking this re- 
monftrance into the confideration of the houfe, upon 
its not being call’d for till noon that day,*twas urg’d 
and confented to, that it fhould be deferr’d till the 
next morning •, upon which occafion Mr. Cromwell 
ask’d the lord Falkland, Why he was for deferring 
it, ftnce that day wou'd foon have determin'd it? 
'Who anfwer’d, There would not be time enough, for 
fure it would take fome debate ; to which the other 
reply’d, A very forry one, concluding it would be 
oppofed but by a few : But the debate being en- 
ter’d upon about nine the next morning, continu’d 
all that day and the night following till three in 
the morning, when it was carried for the remon- 
ftrance by nine voices only. And when the houle 
broke, up, the lord Falkland ask’d Mr. Cromwell, 
Whether there bad been a debate ? Who anfwer’d, 
He would take bis Word another time ; and whifper- 
ing him in the ear, folpmnly affur’d him, That if the 
remonftrance ■ had not pafs'd, be would have fold all 
be had the next morning, and never have feen Eng- 
land more $ and be knew many other honeft men of the 
fame refolution. 

The difference between the king and parlia- 
ment {occafiofied by evil counfels on one hand, and 
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continual jealoufies and fears orr the other) was now 
grown to fuch a height, that fbon after the prtfott- 
ing this remonftrance, it broke out into an open 
war between them ; of which, fo far as concerns 
our prefent purpole, we lhall give fome account 
in the following chapters. 


C H A P. IL 

From the breaking out of the civil war, to the 
battle of Marfton-Mdor. 

A T the breaking out of the war, Mr. Cromwell 
was commiffioned by the parliament, to be 
captain of a troop of horfe, which he fpeedily rais’d 
in his own country. In lilting them, he had re- 
gard to fuch only as he thought to be ftout and re- 
folute ; and having compleated his troop, he us*d 
this art to prove them : Upon their fir ft mutter, near 
fome of the king’s garrifons, he privily plac’d twelve 
of them in an ambufeade, who With a trumpet found- 
ing a charge, made furioufly towards the body, of 
which above twenty, thinking they came from die 
enemy, prefently fled for fear,' whom Cromwell 
immediately calnier’d, and mounted their horfes 
with fuch as were mote bold and coufagious. 

The univerfity of Cambridge being not far off 
him, he very feafonably fecured it, for the parlia- 
ment, when a great quantity of the college-plate 
was juft upon the point of being convey’d to the 
king at Oxford. And fo active and induftrious was 
he, that when Sir Thomas Connesby , high-fheriff of 
Hertford/hire, Was going to proclaim die earl of 
EJpXy the parliament’s general, and all his adhe- 
rents traytors, at St. Albans , on a market-day, he 
rallied unawares into the town with a party of horfe, 
furpriz’d the Iheriff and his afliftants, and fent them 
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Oliver Cr&mwbll. 

prifoners to London, to the no final! fatisfadHion of 
the parliament, who gave him the thanks of the 
houfe, from this time looking upon him as a very 
promising perfon for their fervice. 

Ik the year 1643, he was advanced to the degree 1643. 
of a colonel, and by his own- management rais’d a He is 
regiment of a thoufand horfe, with which he rang’d a a e °^ 
about, and with great induftry obftru&ed many very 
levies for the king in Cambndgflnre, Effex, Suf- aftivefor 
fblk, and Norfolk ; and particularly he defeated the the P arlu * 
projeft of a eounter-affoeiation for the king’s fer- men ’ 
vice, contriv’d by Sir John Pettus , Sir Edward 
Barker , and other gentlemen, at the town of Le~ 
fioff in Suffolk , with great fecrefy and celerity en- 
tering the town and furprizing them all. Here he. 
alfo gaitfd good ftoreof ammunition, faddles, pi- 
ftols, powder, fbot, and feveral engines of war, 
fiiffieient to have fervid a confiderable force. And 
he furpriz*d thofe gentlemen in the very nick of 
time ; for as many more, who were before lifted, 
defign'd the very next day to have met at the fame 
place, and if their defign had fuccecded, the whole 
country had been in great danger of being loft. 

So that this addon of Cromwell's was a very fea- 
fonable fervice to the parliament, and proved a 
great difcouragement to all the king’s party both 
in Suffolk , and Norfolk. 

After this, he was font to guard fome ammu- Takes 
nition from Warwick to GlouceJler, and by the 
way to took Hilfden- houfe, and in it Sir Alexander 
Denton , the owner, colonel Smith, many inferior 
officers, about a hundred horfe, thirteen barrels of 
powder, and about a hundred and fifty common 
foldiers, befides forty (lain •, then he gave an alarm Made 
to Oxford, and fo went on to GlouceJler. lieutenant. 

He was now made lieutenant-general to the earl fhe earl of 
of Manchefter ; and having rais’d a greater force of Mambe- 
fuch as came freely in to him, he march’d towards •^j’ a ’ c jj"^ 
Lincolnfhire , with a rcfolution to aflift thofe forces 

B 4 which Newark* 
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which lay about Newark , one of the ftrongeft gar— 
rifons then . held for the king. In his march 
thro* Huntingdonshire., he dilarm’d many who were 
ill affe&ed to the parliament. He was now above 
two thoufand ftrong, and receiv’d an addition of 
horfe from captain Hotham. At his firft approach 
before Newark he perform’d a good piece of fer- 
vice : for captain Wray with his Lincolnjhire horfe 
too raihly quartering near the town, was in the 
night let upon by the garrifon, which made a 
great fally, and furrounded and took all his men. 
But the alarm coming to Cromwell, he advanc’d 
and at ten o’clock at night fell upon the Newar- 
kers, refcued captain Wrafs. troop, and took three 
of theirs, with the (laughter of many of them. Af- 
ter this, fetting down before the town, he took 
many men and colours at feveral times ; and foon 
after meeting with twenty-four troops of the king’s 
horfe and dragoons near Grantham , he encoun- 
ter’d them with fuch fury and refdution, that tho* 
Grantham, he had but fcven troops with.him, he entirely rout- 
ed them. 

The earl of Newcajlle, being inform’d that the 
lord Willoughby of Parham had got pofieffion of the 
town of Gainsborough for the parliament, fent his 
brother colonel Cavendijh , lieutenant-general of his 
army, with a great party of horfe and dragoons to 
futnmon it, himfelf marching after with the foot. 
Upon this Cromwell refolv’d to attempt the relief 
of that place, and with twelve troops of horfe and 
dragoons march’d thither, where he found the ene- 
my, who were drawn up near the town, to be 
more than thrice his number, and no way to at- 
tack them, but through a gate and up hill *, not- 
withftanding which diladvantages, he undauntedly 
fell upon them, and after fome difpute, entirely 
defeated them, killing many of their officers, and 
among them, lieutenant-general Cavendijh, 
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•Of this a&ion Cromwell himfelfgives the foj- His own 
lowing account, in a letter dated July 31. “I ^ c °hTde- 
“ rftarch’d after taking of Burleigh, to Grant- f eat 0 f gj 
“ ham, and was join’d by the Lincolneen at North neral C«- 
** Scales , ten miles from Gainjborougb. About a vendijb. 
i “ mile and a half from the town, we met the for- 

“ lom of the Enemy, who drov$ a troop of our 
“ dragoons back to their main body. We advanc’d 
“ and came to the bottom of a fteep hill, which 
we could not well get up but by fome trafts ; 

*' and the body of the enemy endeavourd to hin- 
** der us, but we prevail’d and gain’d the top of it. 

** This was done hy the Uncolneers, who had the 
** van-guard. A great body of the enemy’s 
“ horfe faced us there, ataboutamufket-fhotdi- 
“ fiance, and a good referve of a full regiment of 
“ horfe behind it. We did what we could to put 
“ our men in good order, and the enemy advanc’d 
“ towards us to prevent it, and take us at a difad- 
“ vantage; but in fuch order as we were, we 
“ charged their great body, I having the right 
“ wing. We came up horfe to horfe, where we 
“ difputed a pretty while with our fwords and pif- 
*■* tols, all keeping clofe order, fo that one could 
“ not break the other. At laft the enemy fhrink- 
“ Lng a little, our men loon perceiv’d it preffed 
“ in upon them, and routed their whole body,- 
“ fome flying on one fide, and others on the o- 
“ ther, of the enemy’s referve. Our men purfu’d 
“ them with good execution about fix miles., 1 
** perceiving the referve ftill unbroken, kept back 
“ my major Whalley from the purfuit, and with 
“ my own troop, and two troops more of my regi- 
f ‘ ment, we got into a body. In this referve was 
“ general Cavendijh , who one while faced me, 

** another while faced four of the Lincoln troops, 

“ which were all of ours that engaged the referve, 

“ the reft being in purfuit of thofe who fled. Ge- 
** petal Cavendijh charged the Lincolneen and 

“ routed 
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“ routed them. Immediately I fell on his Mar 
“ with my three troops, which did fo aftonifh 
“ him, that he gave over the chafe, and would 
“ have deliver’d himfelf from me ; but I preffing 
“ on, forced him down a hill, and below- it drove 
*t- the general and feme of his feldkrs into aqoag- 
“ mire, where rpy captain-lieutenant flew him with 
“ a thru# under his fhort ribs'. The reft of the 
“ body was wholly routed, not one man ftaykig 
on the place.’ 1 

H i r e WUtekck fays, “ This was the begin- 
“ ning of his (viz. CrtmtwtiPs) great fortunes, and 
“ now he began to appear to the world. He had a 
“ brave regiment of horfe of hiscountrymen, molt 
“ of them freeholders, and freeholders fens, who 
** upon matter of confidence engag’d in this quar- 
** rel under Cromwell. And thus being well arm’d 
<( within, by the fatisfa&ion of their own confci- 
“ ences, and without, by good iron arms, they 
“ would as one man, ftand firmly, and charge 
“ defperately.** CnomweW Is policy was very much 
feen in making choice of fech men as thefe, who 
had a perfuafion they were engag’d Jn the caufe of 
God, to ferve under him again# the kingfs party. 

Thus was Gainjborougb reliev’d $ but the vigors 
had but a fhort time of rejoicing, for within two 
or three hours, the routed enemy rallying, and 
joining with the reft of Ntwcafllfs army, march’d 
againft them j whereupon they retreated to Lincoln 
that night in good order, and without any lofs, 
facing the enemy with three troops at a time, 
whilft they drew off the reft. Lincoln not being 
Marches defenfible, Cromwell march’d the pact day to Bof- 
*o Btftm. ton , to join the earl of Manchefter , who with his 
new rais’d forces had very feafonably reduc'd Lynn 
under the power of the parliament. 

1 644. To prevent any farther addition to Mancbefter’s 

forces, the earl of Newcaftle advanc'd with his ar- 
my, and detatch'd a ftrong party of horfe and dra- 
goons 
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Oliver Cromwell. xi 

goons towards Boftm, appearing by their Stand- 164.4. 
aids, tt> be. eighty feren troops, commanded by 
Sir John Henderfon an old fokfier, who under- 
ftartding that Cromwell was drawn out towards him . 
with the horfe and dragoons, made hafte to engage 
him, before the earl of Mtncbefter % with the foot. 

Could march upV as accordingly it happen’d at a 
place call’d Windfby-field^ near. Hern-cajtie. In Is in great 
the firft (hock GrmwtU * s horfe was killed and foil danger 
upon him, and as he rofe, he was again knock’d ^Horn-ca- 
dowfl by the gentleman that charged him, fup- jiu. 
pos’d eo be Sir Ingram Hopton , though others fay 
captain Partington, who afterwards plainly told him, 
fbatbe aimed at hisnnfe when be kit bis borfe on the bead. 

He never was in more danger in his life ; but with 
difficulty he got remounted upon a poor horfe in a 
foldier*s hand, and charg’d the enemy with great re- 
folution. The encounter was very lharp, but laft- 
ed not an hour before the royalifts were entire- 
ly routed by Manckejte? s troops, about 1500 
of them being kill’d, among whom was the 
lord WiAdritigm, Sir Ingram Hopton, and other 
perfbns of quality. Very few were killed on the 
parliament fide. . The routed forces were purfued 
by the parlimentarians altnoft as for as Lincoln in 
which purfuk feveralof them were killed and taken 
prifoners, end many horfes and arms taken. In 
purfuance of this victory, the earl of Maflcbefier 
march’d direftly to Lincoln, fat down before it, 
and fummon’d it, and afterwards took it by ftorm, 
with very inconfiderable lofs. 

After this, the eari, with his lieutenant-gene- Advances- 
ral Cromwell , advanced to re-inforce the fiege of the 
Fork, which was then inverted by the Scotch ge- 
neral Leven , and die lord Fairfax . Soon after, 

■prince Rupert arriving with about eighteen thou- 
fand men, caufed the befiegers to raife the fiege j 
who joining fheir forces, refolved to watch his 
motions, and to fight him if they foipid occafion : 

But , 
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1644. Bat a little to reftefh themfelyes, and fumifh them- 
yvv felves with provifion$ which they wanted* they 
march’d towards ‘fadcafter. 

The prince elevated with fucoefi, and not 
thinking it enough to have relieved . the city, if he 
did not defeat the enemy, contrary to the advice 
of thofe that were with him, bp,, march’d after 
them, and finding them at Marfton-Moor , forc’d 
them to a. battle * in which the left wing of his 
army commanded by himfelf* charging the par- 
liament's right, fo totally routed them, that the 
three parliament generals, Leven, Fairfax , and 
Mancbefier quitted the field, and fled towards Co- 
wood cattle. Here the prince purfued his enemies 
too far, which loft him the day. The three gene- 
rals being thus beaten out of the field, the honour 
Gains the of the day fell to Cromwell ; for the left wing of 
ji/Irrf 0 * l ^ e P ar H atnent * s army, commanded by him, en- 
gag’d the prince’s right, commanded by the earl 
of Newcaftle, who had gain’d an advantageous piece 
of ground upon Marjton-Moor , and caufed a bat- 
tery to be eretted upon it, from which captain 
Walton , Cromwell's fitter’s Ion, was wounded by a 
fhot in the knee : Hereupon Cromwell order’d two 
field-pieces to be brought for annoying the enemy, 
appointed two regiments of foot to guard them ; 
who marching for that end, were fet upon by the 
foot of the prince’s right wing, that fir’d thick 
upon them from the ditches. Upon this both fides 
l'econding their foot, were wholly engag’d, who 
before had only flood facing one another. The 
horfe on each fide fought with the ufmoft bravery 
and courage * for having difcharg’d their piftols, 
and flung them at each others heads, they fell to. 
it with their fvvords ; but after a very obftinate 
difpute, the victory was obtain’d by Cromwell? s 
■ ■ brigade, prince Rupert ’ s right wing being totally 
routed and flying, and the Parliament's horfe pur- 
fuing and killing many of them in their flight. 

And 
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'And now the left wing of the prince’s army, who .1 644. 
had been vigors, came back to their former ground, 
being confident of vi&ory, arid utterly ignorant of 
' what had befallen the right ; but- before they could 
put themfelves intd any order, they wire charg’d 
-and entirely routed 'by the referves. of Cromwell's 
brigade. 

Other accounts are given of this battle, but 
all agree in afcribing to Cromwell the glory of the 
aCtion. Some fay he was wounded in the right 
atm at the firft charge, and went off to have it dref- 
led ; and returning' to his poft, found the army in 
that diforder as is above related. Any othdr man, 
fays F. Orleans , wOuld have run with the ftrearo, 

.and followed fuch. examples a^he need not blufh 
at, to leek his fafety by flight'. Cromwell rather 
chofe to fhow what godd fertle could do, when fe- 
• conded by. yakJur. ; He prefently. perceiv’d thyt 
the conquerors were in as much confufion as the 
conquered, thofe who purfued obferving no more 
order than thofe that fled 5 but that there were 
fome brigades of his. army thatftood firm, and had ' 
not yet ‘been engaged. . He made no fcruple to 
put himfelf at their head, and charging with thefe ,, 
frefh troops, whom his own prowefs fnlpired with- 
new courage, he 'fo vigoroufly attack’d the enemy, . 
whom victory hdd riiade carelefe of keeping their 
ranks, that this unexpected turn Chang’d the fcene. - 
at once, and entirelyi broke them; 

Of the king’s forces above - four thoufand were 
flain and fifteen hundred taken prifoners •, among 
whom were Sir Charles Lucas , major-general Por- 
ter, major-general Ttlyard, withabout a hundred 
officers more. All the artillery, great numbers 
of arms, and a good quantity of ammunition and 
baggage, fell alfo into the parliamentarians hands ; ' 
the prince’s, own ftandard, with the arms of the 
Palatinate, was likewife taken, with many others 
' both of horfe and foot. Of the parliamentarians 
- n not 
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* 644* not above three hundred were fiain, Ttusfamou* 
battle was fought on the fea»d4a,y of Crom- 

well was gneady cried up for ids bravery andcoo- 
duA, and gam’d the name df Imfidts from the 
impenetrable Are ngth of his troops, which cwW 
by no means be broken or divided* Prince ifo- 
pert and his confederates being thus defeated, they 
qoatrelM among thcmfelves, one reproaching the ' 
ocher for this mUcariage* whereupon the earl of 
NewcafHe , and others of quality, departed out of 
the kingdom. The fiege of fork was now re- 
mew’d, which city defoairirtg of ftefli foccuors, was 
icon furrender’d to the parliament by Sir Thomas 
Gltmham , who had been left foie governor of it. 



C H A P. HI. 

From the batttle gfMadfton-Moor to thebattie 
Nafcby. 


C ROMWELL began now to be very much 
taken notice a£, feme admiring, and others 
envying his great fooxls, and dreading his afpir- 
Earlof ®g temper and /cntetpming genius. The lord 
Effex, and: general EJJex and the Scotch commUfioners were- 
Scotch particularly jealous of him, fb that theywereonae 

oneTs^M * ‘ n ooafiiltaoon, together with Mr. Hollis, Sir Phi- 
ZIT -Up- Stapleton , Sir John Meyrkk, and others, how 
Cromwell, to get rid of him, and font to ferjeant Maynard 
and Wbitelock about it ; who being come, the .earl 
of Effex told them, that he had font for them to 
have their advice and counfel upon .a matter of 
great importance to both kingdoms ; whereupon, 
at his defire, the chancellor of Scotland fpake to 
them, in the 5w/^ dialeft, as follows: 

Chancel- 
lor Low- Mr. Maynard and Mr. Whitelock, lean ajjiire 

frcech *. y w °f tbi i reat op*™ 9 ”* botb m y hrrthf™ W 
P< ^nft him. have cf your worth and abilities, .elfe we Jbotdd not 

have 
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la&ifyifd thismeetitfg uMh.youe Md faiceit & .1644. 
to mceUencfs pltafurt, that 1 fhbttld acquaint you w''V 5 s* 
tatab /Ae upon vMlk your edunfel.is defend, I 
fhall.obey bis command, andbriefiy retiteihe bttfmefs 
toyou. 

2 b* hen iraty sit -?to/ lieuteMktg.Oieral Qom- 
well a »9 friend cf ours.% and fine* the advance of 
bur army onto England* be has ufed all under-band 
4 )fd tunning means, to tak off from out honour, < and 
htetit i )f this kingdom. On evil requital of 'Our hazards 
died fervices-, but fa it is, and the an Ueverthelefa 
fully fatisjyd <f -the affections and gratitude of tht 
gude people -of tbi nation m , general. 

It is thought reqmfte for its, and far tarrying on 
the Caufe of the '/tew kingdoms, that this obfiacle or 
rOmora berem&oed oett. tiftbewOy, whom we farefae 
Will be nO fmaU impediment to us in the gude defign 
We have undertaken. 

He not only is no friend to us and the government 
of our church, but, he h atjo no weU^wiUer io his ex- 
cellency, Whom you abd.we have all, caufe to fame and 
honour \ and if be be permitted to\go<on this way, it 
may, I fear endanger the whole bufinefa’, therefore 
we are to advifa of fame coUrfe to be taken far per 
vention of this mifabkf, • 

Tou ken vary week- the accord betwixt the tw a 
nations, and the union r by the Solemn-League and 
Covenant ; and if any he an incendiary between the 
twa nations, how hr is to be proceeded againfi. Now 
the matter is, wherein we dejire your opinions, what 
you tak the meaning of the word incendiary to be, 
and whether the lieutenant-general be not fick an in- 
cendiary, as is meant thereby j and whilk vs ay wud 
be beft to, tak to proceed againfi him , if ’bb be proved 
ftek an incendiary, that we may clepe his wings from ; r . 

/ baring to the prejudice of our cauje. 

Now you may ken, that by our law in Scotland,' - 
we clepe him an ihcendiary who kinds etb coals of 
contention, and raif etb differences in the .fate, to 

the 
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•1644-. the puhlick damage ; and be is tattquam pubJicus ho- 
V/vw ftis patriae. Whether* your law he the fame or not , 
you ken hefty who are miclfle learned therein, and 
therefore we defire your judgments in tbefe points. 

To this Mr. Whitelock anfwer’d, “ that the fenfe 
“ of the word incendiary , was the fame here as 
** in Scotland’, but whether lieutenant-general 
“ Cromwell be fuch an incendiary muft be prov’d, 
“ either by his words or actions : That he look’d 
“ upon him to be a gendeman of quick and fubtile 
** parts, and who had a great intereft in both houfes 
“ of' parliament, and that it would be needful to 
“ colleft fuch particular paflages concerning him, 
•*' as might be fufficient to prove him an incendiary, 
“ before they could expert the parliament fhould 
•** proceed againft him.” Mr. Hollis , Sir Philip 
Stapleton, and fome others, gave an account of 
feme particular paflages arid words of Cromwell’s , 
and faid, that he had not that intereft in the par- 
liament as was fuppos’d *, and they would willing- 
ly have been upon the accufation of him ; but the 
iVo/r&commiflioners were not fo ready to join with 
them in it, and fo the lieutenant-general efcap’d. 

CROMWELL was now alfo very much dreaded 
by the king’s party. His majefty being at Oxford, 
was Willing to have the particular advice of that 
known ftatefman archbifhop#?/&w»t *, and fo wrote 
to him at Aherconway in Wales tocome to him. The 
archbifhop accordingly waiting on the king, ad- 
vis’d him by all means to come to an agreement 
with the parliament*, for fince the Scots were come 
into England in fuch numerous armies, and the 
Englijhoi the parliament’s party, in thefe two laft 
fircVhp. years,*had acquir’d a military knowledge, it would 
'Williams in all appearance be impoflitjle for the king long to 
warns ' rtflft their forces. But above all, he' warned him, 
kmg t0 h aV e a care 0 f Cromwell, declaring him to be 
. ,m * the moft dangerous enemy the king had *, and there- 
fore 
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k fore humbly moved, that either he would win him 
it, over to his fide by promifes of fair treatment, or 
ai catch him by fome ftratagem, and cut him Ihort. 
This is laid to have made fuch an imprefiion on 
the king, that he was heard to fay, I would fome 
jf would do me the good fervice to bring Cromwell to me 
;1 alive or dead . 

jh About four months after the fight at Marfton - 
^ moor , happened the fecond battle of Newbury , 
H where Cromwell is laid to have endanger’d the 
$ king's perlon, had not the earl of Cleveland in- 

4 terpos’d, and bote off the purfuit. This battle 

I, was the occafion of an irreconcilable breach be- 

« tween him and the earl of Manchejler. Cromwell 
„ accus’d the earl of Cowardly betraying the parlia-’ 
jj! ment, for that he might very eafily have defeated 

4 the king’s army* when he drew off his cannon, 
.‘l if he would have fuffer’d him. with his own bri- 
^ gade to have charg’d them in their retreat *, but 
t that the earl obftinately oppos’d all advice and im- 

* portunity, giving no other reafon, than ‘That if be 
| did overthrow the kings army , the king would always 
j have another to keep up the war ; but if his army 

fhould be / overthrown at that nice juncture) they 
y fhould be all rebels and traitors, and executed and 
r < forfeited by the law. This laft expreffion was hei-, 
Ij noufly taken by the parliament, as if the earl be.- 
' liev’d the law was againft them, after they had fo 

I often declared, that the law was on their fide. 

^ ** The earl acknowledg'd, that he had in effeffc 

“ laid, That they would be treated as traitors if 
‘ “ their army was defeated, when he diflik’d the 

, “ lieutenant-general’s advice, in .expofing the 

. “ army to an unfeafonable hazard.” ' And then 

recriminating upon his adverlary, laid, “ That at 

II “ another time, Cromwell freely difcourfing with 
“ him of the ftate of the kingdom, and propofing 

® “ an expedient, the earl anfwer’d, that the par- 

5 “ liament would never approve it ; to which Cront- 

* ' - C " well 
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• 1 644. “ well immediately reply’d, Mj lord , if you wiff 
“ Jiickfirm to bonefi men t you'will find an army at 
“ your command , that will give the law to Icing and 
“ parliament : which difcourfe, he faid, made d 
“ great impreflion upon him } and finding him 
“ a man of very deep defigns, he was the more 
“ careful to preferve an army, which he believ'd 
“ ftill faithful to the parliament.” Thefe matters 
were never thoroughly examin’d, tho* the animo- 
fities encreafed, and the parties on both fides open* 
ly appeared againft each other, to the dividing of 
, the city, as well as of the parliament. 

A mighty party in the parliament began now 
to )>e dtflatisfy’d with their old generals, thinking 
them too much inclin’d to a peace with the king, 
and too great favourers of the Presbyterian party. 
Hereupon they are for having the army new mo* 
delFd i and that their old friends might be the 
more* civilly difmifa’d from their military pofts, 
they endeavour to procure an ordinance, for incapa- 
citating all members of parliament for fuch pofts. , 
Cromwell was a great promoter of this defign, and 
after fome had led the way, made a fpeech in the 
Hisfpeech houfe for that purpofe, declaring, “ That there 
Inparlia* ** were many things upon which he never refleded 
the n fclf- r *' yet upon re-confideration, he could not 

denying “ but own that all was very true ; and till there 
ordinance. “ was a perfect reformation in thole particulars re* 

“ commended to them, nothing they took in hand 
“ would profper : That the parliament had done 
“ wifely in the beginning of the war, to engage 
“ many of their members in the moft dangerous 
“ parts of it, that the nation might fee they de* 

“ fign’d not to embark others in perils, whilft 
’ “ themfelves fat fecurely out of gun-fhot, but 
“ would march with them where the danger moft 
“ threaten’d ; and thofe honourable perfons, who 
“ had thus expofed thfemfelves, had merited fb 
“ muchofthm country, thatthedr memories would 
. ( . “ be 
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“ be held in perpetual veneration •, and whatever 
“ ihould be well done after them, would be im- 
“ pured to their example. But now God had fo 
k bleflfed their army, that there had grown up with * 
“ it many excellent officers, who were fitter for 
** much greater charges than they now enjoy'd ; 
“ therefore he defir’d them not to be terrify’d with 
“ an imagination, that they fhould want able men 
“ tp fill the greateft vacancy : for befides that it 
“ was not good to put fo much truft in any arm of 
“ fiefb, as to think fuch acaufe as this depended 
“ upon any one man, he allur'd them, that they 
“ had officers in their army, who were fit to be 
“ generals in any enterprise in Cbriftendom .” He 
added, “ He thought nothing fo neceflary as to 
“ vindicate the pafJiaraent from partiality towards 
their own members ; and proffer'd to lay down 
** his own commiffion in the army, and defir’d, 
“ that an ordinance might be prepar’d, to make 
“ it unlawful for any member of either houfe to 
hold any office in the army, or any place in the 
“ ftate and lb concluded, with an enlargement 
ppon the vices and corruptions crept into the ar- 
my* and freely told them, “ That till the whole 
“ army were new modell’d, and brought under 
“ ftridfcer difeipline, theymuft not expedt anyre- 
“ markable fuccefs in any undertaking.” In con- 
clufion, a 'committee was appointed to prepare an 
ordinance for the exclufion of all members from 
the fore-mentioned trufts •, which took up much 
time, and was long debated, but in the end pafs’d, 
and was called the f elf-denying ordinance. 

Some time before, Cromwell had orders from 
the houfe to march with all fpeed into the weft, to 
join Sir William Waller *, which he according- 
ly did, and .being join'd they 'beat up Goring 1 s 
quarters, who thereupon fled (0 Efceter. It feems 
there had been'fome behaviour in Cromwell's regi- 
ment, that gave offence to the parliament ; for he 
C 2 now 
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now Tent a letter to the houfc, informing them, 
“ That fince his coming to his regiment, their car- 
“ riage had been obedient, refpeStive , and valiant 5 
“ a good teftimony whereof they gave in the late 
“ defeat of Long’s regiment : That they were for- 
“ ry for their former mutinous carriage, and defir*d 
“ him to fend their moft humble petition to both 
“ houfes. That they might again be received into 
“ their favour, and their former offence fully par- 
“ don'dy promiftng a valiant teftimony of their fu~ 
“ lure fervice which petition was well accepted 
by the parliament. After this, he march’d to 
Cerne in Dorfetjhire , where he was join’d by the 
colonels Holborn and Popbam. The enemy coming 
within three miles of them undifdover’d, Cromwell 
drew into the field there, with defign to fight 
them, tho’ fuperior to him in number •, which they 
perceiving, drew off ; and Cromwell was farther re- 
inforc’d by the regiments of Norton and Cook , See. 

Upon the paffing of the felf -denying ordinance, 
the army, which had been much diminifhed by fick- 
nefs and a late defeat in the weft, was order’d to 
be recruited to one and twenty thoufand men, 
namely, fourteen thoufand foot, fix thoufand horfe, 
and one thoufand dragoons ; and Sir Ihotnas Fair- 
fax was commiffion’d general. They who were re- 
moved from their commands in the army by this 
ordinance, were the earl of Effex, the earl of Mdn- 
chefter , the earl of Denbigh, the earl of Warwick, 
Sir William Waller, lord Grey of Groby , major- 
general Maffy, See. Cromwell was likewife to have 
loft his command, and came to Wind/or to take 
leave of the new general ; but fuch intereft had been 
made in the committee of both kingdoms at Weft- 
mihfter, or they were fo fenfible of his rare talent 
for war, that they had fent orders to general Fair- 
fax to detach a party of horfe to lie between Oxford 
and Worcefter, for intercepting the correfpondence 
between the king and prince Rupert, and par- 
ticularly 
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Oliver Cromwell, 2 i 

ticularly recommended lieutenant-general Cromwell 1645. 
for that fervice ; who went away with a good -par- nt/’v * J 
ty of horfe and dragoons, and defeated a brigade 
of the king’s horfe under the earl of Northampton Cromwe/fs 
and Goring , at Iflip-bridge, kill’d feveral, and took at 
five hundred horfe, and two hundred prifoners, irdge. 
whereof feveral were officers and perfons of quali- 
ty, as alfo the queen’s ftandard, befides many other 
trophies of honour. 

He purfued the routed remnant to BletcUngton - He take* 
houfe , where colonel Windebank commanded j who Slet ‘ hi *g- 
being fummoned by victorious Cromwell , and per- ,on ' on ^‘ 
fuaded by his beautiful young bride and the ladies 
that came to vifit her, furrender’d the place, with , , ' 

all the arms and ammunition ; for which he was 
foot to death at Oxford by fentence of a Council of 
war. . 

About the fame time alfo, Cromwell forced Hisfur- 
Sir William Vaughan and lieutenant-colonel Little- ther fuc ' 
ton, with three hundred and fifty men, into Bamp- ce s ' 
ton-Bufh, where he took them both, and two hun- 
dred of their men prifoners, with their arms, and 
fent colonel Fiennes after another party, who took 
a hundred and fifty horfe, three colonels, and forty 
common foldiers prifoners, with their arms. Be- . 
ing afterwards re-inforc’d by about five hundred 
foot from colonel Browtfs garrifon a i Abington, 

Cromwell ‘attempted the reducing of Faringdon - He is re- » 
houfe , and ftorm’d it •, but it was fo gallantly de- P u,s ’ d at 
fended by Sir George Lijle , that he was forc’d to a 
draw off, having loft fifty of his men ; and in his ° 
retreat he was attack’d by a party of lieutenant- 
Gorings horfe, lately come from the fiege of Taun- 
ton, who got from him three colours, and took 
major Bethel prifoner. 

It was now order’d by both houfes, that lieu- 
tenant-general Cromwell foould be difpens’d with 
for his perfonal attendance in the houfe, and cod- 
tipqe his fervice and command in the army, for 
C 3 forty 
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1645, forty days longer, notwithftanding the lads tirdl- 
VVV nance. This, fays Wbiteleck, was much fpoken 
againft by Efftafs party, as a breath of that ordi- 
nance, and a dilcovery of the intention to condnuo 
whom they pleas’d, and to remove the others 
from commands, notwithftanding their former /elf* 
denying pretences. 

Th e lord-general Fairfax began his march in 
order to relieve Taunton. But the committee of 
both kingdoms, underflinding that prince Rupert 
was advancing towards Oxford , order’d him to 
flop his march, and to fend only a party of about 
three thoufand foot, and fifteen hundred horfe to 
I« join’d Taunton, whilft he, with the reft of his. army, 
by Fair - march’d back to join Cromwell and Brown, that 
V* they might attend the king's motions with their 
united forces. The king being join’d by prince 
Rupert , march'd into. Woreejterjhire , and design’d 
to relieve Cbefier , which had been a great whilfc 
befieg’d by the parliament’s forces under Sir Wil- 
liam Brereton ; who, when the king was come 
within twenty miles of Cbejter , rais’d the fiege* 
and return'd into Lanca/hire. Upon this, the king 
diverted his courfe towards Leicejter , arid coming 
before the place, took it by ftorm. 

In the mean time the lords and commons agreed 
with the committee of both kingdoms, that gene- 
ral Fairfax Ihould invert: Oxford, that important 
head-quarter of the king. Accordingly the gene- 
ral brought up his army nekr Oxford , and laid fiege 
to it, having his own quarters at Marfton , Crom- 
well at Wilebam , and Brown at Wolvercott. After 
fifteen days fpsnt without a&ion, the parliament 
being ftartled at the lofs of Leicejler, fent exprefs 
• orders to Fairfax to march away with his army ; 
which he accordingly did on the ninth of June. 

> The king was marching from Ixicejter with de- 
fign to relieve Oxford * .but hearing the fiege was 
rais’d, he return'd inwards Northampton , caufing 
. gP»c‘ 
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Oliver Cromwell. 

great terror tothe affociated parts. Cromwell, be- 
fore the breaking up of the fiege, had been called 
from thence to the illand of Ely , to fupport the af- 
fociation, and was Ihortly to attend his place in'par- 
liament, according to the late ordinance : But up- 
on a reiolution of the council of war, the general 
wrote to them, defiring them to difpenie with Crom- 
well's abfence from the houfe, and to appoint him 
lieutenant-general of the horfe. The parliament 
being fenfible of his great ufefulnefs in the field, 
readily comply*d with this requeft, and according- 
ly commiffion’d him lieutenant-general of horfe to 
the whole army. Hereupon Cromwell being re- 
cruited with fix hundred horfe and dragoons, came 
Out of the afibciated parts, and join’d with Fair- 
fax apd his main army at Cihborougb. Whitelock 
fays, he now began to increafe in the favour of the 

n le* and Of the army, and to grow great, even 
e envy of many. 

The king having tarried a little at Borough- 
Hill, drew off from thence towards Harborougb , 
and defign’d to march to Pomfret , thinking if he 
were follow’d by the parliament’s forces, he fhould 
fight with greater advantage northward. But Ire- 
ton, by Cromwells advice, being fent out with a 
flying party of horfe, fell upon a party of the 
king’s rear, quarter’d in Nafeby town, and took 
many prifoners, fome of prince Ruperts life-guard, 
and Longdates brigade ; which gave fuch an alarm 
to the whole royal army, that the king at midnight 
left his own quarters, and for fecurity haften’d to 
Hariotvugb, where the van of his army lay. Here 
calling up prince Rupert, he fummon’d a council 
of war, in which it was refblv’d (chiefly through 
the princess eagemefs, old commanders being much 
agamft it) to give the enemy battle ; and fince 
Fairfax had been lb forward, they would no lon- 
ger fray for him, but feck him out. Accordingly 
being come near Nafeby, there they found him *, 

C.+ and 
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and both armies being drawn up in battalia , fac’d 
each other. Prince Rupert and prince Maurice 
commanded the right wing of the royal army. Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale the left, and the king him- 
fclf the main body ; the earl of Lindfey and Jacob 
lord dfiley, the right hand referve, and the lord 
Bard and Sir George Lijle , the left referve. The 
right wing of the parliament’s army was led by 
lieutenant-general Cromwell, the left by colonel Ire- 
ton, the main body by general Fairfax and major- 
general Skippon , who fought itoutly, tho’ forely 
wounded in the beginning of the fight ; and the 
referves were brought up by Rainsborough, Ham- 
mond, and Pride. The place of aftion was a large 
fallow field, on the north- weft fide of Nafeby, a- 
bove a mile broad ; which fpace of ground was 
wholly taken up by the two armies. 

All things being difpos’d, on June 14, at ten 
in the morning, the battle began with more than 
civil rage ; the royalifts word being God and queen 
Mary , and the others, God with us. Prince Ru- 
pert gave the firft charge, and engag’d the parlia- 
ment’s left wing with great refolution. Ireton 
made gallant refiftance, but was forced at laft to 
give ground, his horfe being fhot under him, and 
himfelf run through the thigh with a pike, and in- 
to the face with a halbert, and taken prifoner, till 
upon the turn of the battle he regain’d his liberty. 
The prince chas’d the enemy almoft to Nafeby 
town, and in his return fummon’d the train, and 
vifited the carriages, where was good plunder ; but 
here, as in the battle of Marft on-moor, his long 
ftay fo far from the main body was no fmall pre- 
judice to the king’s army. 

For Cromwell in the mean time charg’d furi- 
oufiy on the king’s left wing, and that with good 
fuccefs, forcing them from the body, and profe- 
cuting the advantage, quite broke them, and their 
r-ferve : After which, joining with Fairfax, he 

charg’d 
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Oliver Cromwell. 25 

ad charg’d the king’s foot, who had beaten the par> 1645. 
w lament's, and got poffeffion of their ordnance, and wHTXJ 
,s thought themfelves fure of the vidlory ; but being 

is now in- confufion, and having no horfe to fupport 

'e them, they were eafily overborn by Fairfax and 

k Cromwell. By this time the king was joined by 

ft prince Rupert , return’d from his fatal fuccefs ; but 

ij the horfe could never be brought to rally themfelves 

i, again in order, or to charge the enemy : Upon 

ji which the lord Clarendon fays, That this difference Good dif- 

b was obferv’d all along in the difcipline of the king’s ci P ,ine of 

a troops, and of thofe under Fairfax and Cromwell , 

a (it having never been remarkable under EJfex or Jn a Fair- 
B Waller , but only under them) That though the fax. 

j king’s troops prevail’d in the charge, and routed 

n thofe they charg’d, they feldom rally’d themfelves 

again in order, nor could be brought to make a 
1 fecond charge again the fame day j which was the 

in reafon that they had not an. entire viftory at Edge- 

s Hill i whereas the troops under Fairfax and Crom- 

jf well, if they prevail’d, or tho’ they were beaten 

» and routed, prefently rally’d again, and flood in 

h good order, till they received further directions. 

f In fine, with all that the king and prince could 

do, they could not rally their broken troops, which 
t flood in fufficient numbers upon the place ■, fo that 

j they were forced at lafl to qtut the field, leaving 

, a compleat viftory to the parliament’s party, who 

j. purfued them within two miles of Leicefter ; and 

j the king finding the purfuit fo hot, fled from thence 

! to AJhby-de-la-zoucb , and then to Litchfield , and fo 

. for a fafer retreat into Wales. 

Thus ended the famous battle of Nafeby, in viftory at 
which the wonderful fuccefs of the parliament par- Nafeby 
ty was chiefly owing to Cromwells valour and good owing to 
j conduCl, who flew like lightning from one part of hl * wlour - 
the army to the other, and broke thro* the ene- 
( jny*s fquadrons with fuch rapidity, that nothing ei- 
ther could or durfl flop him. ’Tis faid, that in. 

! 1 this 


Digitized by >OQle 



s 6 Tie L I F E of 7 

1 645. this aftton, a Commander of the king’s knowing 
wOT\) Cromwell , adVahc’d brifkly from the head of his 
troops to exchange a fingle bullet with him, and 
was with equal bravery encounter'd by him, both 
fides forbearing to come in, till their piftols being 
difcharg’d, the cavalier with a flaunting back blow 
of a broad iWord, chanc’d to cut the ribbon that 
tied Cromwell‘s murrion, and with a draw threw 
it off his head and now juft going to repeat his 
ftroke, Cromwell party came and relcu*d him j 
and one of them alighting, threw up his head- 
piece into his faddle, which he haftily catching, 

' clapt it on the wrong way, and fo> bravely fought 
with it the reft of the day, which proved fo very 
fortunate on his fide. 

*T he , The king’s lofs in this battle was irreparable ; 
bine^witii f° r hefides that there were flam above a hundred 
his letter* and fifty officers, and gentlemen of quality, mbft 
and paper* of his foot were taken prifoners, with all his can- 
■ non and baggage, eight thoufand arms, and other 
. rich booty ; among which was aifo his majefty’s 
' own cabinet, where were repofited his moft fecret . 
papets and letters between him and his queen, 
which fhew’d how contrary his counfels with her 
were to thofe he declared to the kingdom ; for in 
one of them he declares his intention, to make peace 
‘ with the Irifh, and to have forty thoufand of thent 
over into England to profecute the war here ; and 
■ in another he complains, That he could not prevail 
on bis tnuttgrel parliamznt at Oxford, to vote that 
. the two houfes At Weftminfter were not a lawful 
parliament ; fo little thanks, as one obferves, who 
, was no enemy to his majefty, had thefe noble lords 
and gentlemen, for expofing their lives and for- 
tunes in defence of the king in his advcrfity ; what 
then might they expett, if he fhould prevail by 
conqueft ? In thofe letters alfo he tells the queen, 
That be would not make a peace with the rebels [the 
parliament] without her approbation , tor go one jot 
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Oliver Cromwell. . 

from the paper Jhefettt bitn : fiat in the treaty at Ux- 1 64$. 
bridge, be did not pofitvoely Oven the parliament , it 
being otberwife to be confirued , tbd they were fo fim- 
pie as not to. find it out ; and that it was recorded in 
tbe notes of the kings council , That be did not ac- 
knowledge tbeni a parliament. Thefe and many o- 
ther papers relating to the publick were printed 
with observations, and kept upon record, by order 
of the two houfes, who alfo made a publick decla- 
ration of them, fheWing what the nobility and 
gentry, who follow’d the king, were to expett. 
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„ From tbe battle of Nafeby to tbe conclufion of 
tbe frft civil war. 

T H E battle of Nafeby was truly a deciding 
battle ; for from this grand period, the 
king’s affairs became defperate, and his whole party 
began to moulder away, and moft fenfibly to de- 
cline every where. The parliament’s army had no 
fooner gain’d this wonderful advantage, but like 
a torrent they fbort overflow’d the whole kingdom, 
bearing down all before them. Leicefier was im- 
mediately regain’d without any confiderable oppo- 
fition. From thence they march’d to the relief of 
'Taunton* which being befleg’d by Goring & army, 
had made a Wonderful refiftance under the com- 
mand of the valiant Blake. Upon the approach of 
the parliament’s forces. Goring drew off his army 
towards Langport ; and being matter pf the feveral 
pafles on the river, hoped to have declin’d fight- 
ing, and feeured his retreat towards Bridgewater : 
But the others drew down their ordnance with 
fuch advantage, that whiltt they did great execu- 
tion on Goring* army, their foot refolutely gain’d 
thepaf$,.and the horfe advanc’d over; when they 
fo bravely engag’d the enemy, that they foon put 
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them to flight, charging them almost to Bridge- 
wafer. Cromwell in this adion fhewed much pru- 
dence as well as courage ; for he would not fufler 
part of the horfe to purfue the enemy; till they 
were all come up together ; and then himfelf lead- 
ing them on, : perform’d the. work with fuch fuc- 
cel's, that he fook alraoft . all their foot and ord- 
nance. 

After this vidoty, ’twas refolved, in a coun- 
cil of war, to dorm the flrong garrifon of Bridge- 
water. Accordingly they began the afiault on the 
2 2d of July , and forc’d a furrender the very next 
day. The taking of this place was a very great 
advantage to the parliament ; for thereby a line of 
garrifons was drawn, over the country from the. Se- 
vern to the fouth coafts, by Bridgewater, ’Taunton, 
Lime and Langport ; whereby ' the counties of De- 
von and Cornwall , then wholly at the king’s devo- 
tion, except Plymouth, were in a manner blocked 
up from all intercourfe with theeaftem parts. 

The mercilefs rapines and violence pradifed by 
the royalifts in the weftern parts had occafioned the 
rifing of a third kind of army, which fuddenly dart- 
ing up in divers counties, affembled to the number 
of five or fix thoufand of the middle fort of men. 
Thefe foon had the name of Club-Men, and were 
encouraged by feveral gentlemen of the country, 
who entertain’d particular hopes from this infur- 
redion. The motto of their colours was. 

If you offer to plunder or take our cattle , 

• Be affuPd we will bid you battle. 

This army of Club-Men for fome time became very 
formidable to both parties, each of them endeavour- 
ing to gain them over to themfelves. But having 
for fome months flood upon their own defence, and 
molefted both armies, they were atlaft veryfeafona- 
bly fupprefs’d and difpers’d by the parliament forces 
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Oliver Cromwell. 19 

under lieutenant-general Cromwell ; who, together 1645. 
with Fairfax i daily gain’d ground in thole parts. 

2? ifc /S TO Z. was a place of very great importance, 
which prince Rupert, with about five thouland hprfe 
and foot, held for the king. It was now therefore 
thought requifite to befiege it for the parliament, 
and accordingly the army was drawn up towards 
it. The general being come before it, fummoned 
prince Rupert to deliver up the ; town ; but upon 
his refufal, it was advis’d by Cromwell and fome 
other chief officers to ftorm part of it: Which ac- 
cordingly was executed with fo much fury, that the 
prince thought not fit to run the hazard of a fecond 
afiault, but immediately furrender’d that great and 
well fortify’d city to the parliament general ; where- 
by the king loft all his chief magazines and war- 
like provifions,' and confequently in a fhort time 
Soutb-Wales and all the weft of England. Upon 
this his majefty wrote a lharp letter to prince Ru- 
pert. , in which he lays, I mujt remember you of your s 
of the 1 2th of Auguft, whereby you ajfur’d me , That 
if no mutiny happened, you would keep Briftol for four 
months *, Did you keep it four days ? Was there any 
thing like a mutiny : My conclufion is, to defire you 
to feek your fubfiftance, until it fhall pleafe God to de- 
termine of my condition, fome where beyond feas ; to 
which end I fend you herewith a pafs , & c. 

FAIRFAX and Cromwell fent letters to the Write* t® 
parliament, relating the particulars of the fiege of the P» r, *»- 
j Briftol, and in Cromwell's ’ there was this paflage : 

It may be thought that fome praifes are' due to tbofe 
gallant men, of whofe valour fo much mention is made: 

'Their humble fuit to you, and all that have an in- 
ter eft in this bleffing, is, that in remembrance of 
God' s praifes, • they may be forgotten. Ids their joy 
that they are injlruments to God’s glory, and their 
country’s good : It’s their honour that God vouchfafes 
to ufe tbenf. Sir , they that have been employ'd in 

this 
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fervice, inorp, That faith and prayers obtained 
this city for yop. 

BRISTOL being (bus reduc’d, CrotnwfU pre- 
fently takps with him 4 brigade of four regiments* 
and marches to die ftrong cattle of the £)eyi%i*s t 
whole natural ftrength was much improv’d by the 
ingenuity pf its governor, Sir Charles Lloyd, \fho 
looking upon it to be almpft impregnable, return’4 
00 other anfwer to Cromwell's firft forpmont, but 
Win it and wear it. But as if nothing could bo » 
fulHcient defence againft this victorious commander, 
whole very name began now to ftrike terror to bis 
enemies, the governor was foon brought to terms, 
and forc’d tp deliver up the place to him. 

Aftep. this, Cromwell haftens to Winchefier, and 
in his march dilarms and difperfes the Hampjhire 
club-men thereabouts. Being come before the town* 
he found it fortify’d i but after a Ihort difpute, he 
fir’d the gate, and his men enter’d. This done, 
he fummoned the cattle j which not furrendering, 
he planted fix guns, and after firing them round, 
lent a fecond fummons for a treaty , which they allb 
refus’d. Upon this he made a breach with two 
hundred lhot, and then the governor, the lord 
Ogle , thought fit to beat a parley, which was 
granted ; and colonel Hammond and major Harrifon 
for Cromwell, agreed upon articles for delivering 
up the cattle into the hands of the parliament. 
Here an inftance is given of Cromwell's faithfulness 
in his punctual obfervance of articles j for ’tis faid, 
that being inform’d' that fome of his men had been 
faulty in this relpeCt, he caus’d one of them to be 
hang’d to the terror of others, and fent the reft tp 
Oxford, that the govemour Sir Thomas Qlembam 
might punilh them as he thought fit *, who is faid 
with generous acknowledgments to return them to 
Cromwell again. 

His next attempt; was upon Baftng-boufe , a very 
ftrong place. It was the manfion of the marquis of 

Winchefier, 
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Winchefter, a Papijl, Handing on a fifing ground, 
and encompafs’d with a brick, rampart lined with 
earth, having a deep dry ditch Wounding it, . 
Here the marquis Hood upon his guard, affifted at 
firft only with his own family and a hundred mufi* 
queteers from Oxford ; but recruited afterwards by 
the king from time to time, as there was occafion. 

This garrifon had been often affaulted, but in vain » 
firft by colonel Horton and colonel Harvey ; next by 
Sir William Waller with feven thoufand horfe and 
foot ; who, though many then called him William 
the Conqueror, did little more than increafe the 
courage of the befieged, who made many furious 
v fellies upon him. Thus the place flood for fome 
years out-braving all attempts, till the valiant Crom- 
well endeavour’d the reducing of it, which he very 
foon effected •, for having feen the lord Ogle, the late 
govemour of Wincbefier , march out according to 
articles, and fettled the affairs of that garrifon for 
the parliament, he the next day march’d for Ba- 
where being arriv’d, after planting the bat- 
teries, and fettling the feversd pofts for a ftorm, his 
men fell on with great refolutiori. Colonel Pick- 
ering ftorm’d the new houfe, and palling through, 
got the gate of the old houfe j whereupon they beat 
a parley, which the parliament foldiers would not 
regard. In the mean time, colonel Montague's 
and Sir Hardrefs Waller * s regiments recover’d the 
ftrongeft work, and beat the enemy from a whole 
culverin. Then they drew their ladders after them, 
and got over another work, and the houfe- wall, 
before they could enter. Thus was the place re- 
duc’d with very little lofs on the parliament’s fide. 
Seventy-four of the royalifts were flain, among 
whom were fome officers of quality, divers of 
them Papifts. Two hundred were taken pri- 
foners, among whom was the marquis himfelf. 

Sir Robert Peak , and feveral other officers, whom 
Cromwell fent up to the parliament. They took 

about 
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1645. about ten pieces of ordnance, with a good quantity 
s^-v~o of ammunition and provilions, and there was rich 
pillage for the foldiers, of money, jewels, houfhold- 
fluff, (3 V. For thefe important fervices, the houie 
order’d a letter of thanks to be drawn up to the 
lieutenant-general. 

Gain* • The next place Cromwell vifited, was Langford- 
Langford- boufe near Salijbury ; but Sir Bartholomew Pell ha- 
ving had information of what he had done at Ba- 
ftng, and expecting no better fuccefs, fubmitted at 
the firft fummons. , 

Marches From hence Jie march’d towards the main body 
Exeter t ^ ie arm y» which was then moving towards Exe- 
n ' ter, with a defign to lay liege to it : Where being 
arriv’d, he advanc’d farther weftward towards the 
enemy, and at Bovy-Tracy fought the brigade com- 
manded by the lord Wentworth, taking four hun- 
dred horfe, and about a hundred foot, prifoners, 
with fix ftandards, one of which was the king’s. 
Part. The defign upon Exeter being for the prefent 
mouth ta- laid afide, the army under Fairfax and Cromwell ap- 
flornJ pear*d before Dartmouth , and took it by ftorm ; 
and the which being done, they encounter’d the lord Hop- 
lord Hop- ton at Torrington , and gave him an abfolute defeat ; 
ton defeat- an( j then purfu’d the only remains of a royal army 
into Cornwall , where prince Charles had his own 
regiment, and other Cornijh troops, which com- 
pos’d a body of about five thouland horfe, and one 
. thoufand foot: But not able to refill the multitudes 
that the parliamentarians .were pouring upon him, 
he imbarked with feveral lords and gentlemen, and 
found refuge in the ifle of Scilly. His troops were 
left under the command of the lord Hopton , who 
was fo prefs’d upon by the parliament’s forces, 
that he was obliged to difband on the 14th of 
March ; foon after which Exeter was furrender’d 
to the parliament. And now lieutenant-general 
Cromwell came up to London from the general, to 
advife about the future motion of the army ; and 
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0 taking his place in the parliament, receiv'd the. 1645. 

1 hearty thanks of the houfe for his great and faith- v^y'V, 
Ui fill fervices. 

ini FAIRFAX and Cromwell having thus fcower'd 
)i the weft, and only Newark remaining in 'the north, 
the king's affairs were now in a very low and de- 
■;ii fperate condition. The royalifts in Oxford had Lord Aft- 
!k indeed ftill fome little hopes from' a party com- ifndukeik 
:Ji manded by the lord Aftley , which were the only prifoner*' 
ill forces in the field for the king ; but thefe hopes 
loon vanilh’d ; for being encounter’d by colonel 
% Morgan near Stow on the Would , he was entirely 
U defeated, himfelf and almoft all his men being ta- 
xi ken prifoners. Aftley was fo fenfible of the confe- 
ss! quence of this defeat, that when he was taken, he 
faid to one of the parliament-officers, lou have 
I® now done your work and may go to play, unlefs you 
aq will fall out among your (elves. 

\ The parliament army, flulh’d with irrefiftible 
; j‘ s fuccefs, was now marching to befiege Oxford , the 

king's head quarters and place of his refidence ; 1 646* 

Hi who in this extremity refolv'd to throw himfelf in- 
to the hands of the Scotch army, then lying before 
3i Newark. He was advifed to do this by Monfieur 
t j Montrevil, the French ambaflador, who was then 
)B in the Scotch quarters and the rather encourag’d 
jj. to it, becaufe the animofities between the Englifb 
£ parliament and the Scots were now grown very 
J s high, the latter complaining againft the former, 
for their delays in fettling the Presbyterian govern- 
^ mentof the church according to the Covenant ; and 
$ for with-holding their pay. In purfuance of this Kingef- 
refolution, before the fiege of Oxford could be 
« formed, the king efcaped from thence on the 27th th * Scotch 
j of April. He went away in difguife, accompany’d army, 
jii only by Dr. Hudfon , and Mr. AJhburnham, and ri- 
irJ i ding as a fervant to the latter, with a cloak-bag 
behind him. They went to Henly, Brentford and 
1 Harrow- on- the- Hill ; thence towards St. Albans , 

■J D making 
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1 64.6. making their way to Harborougb , where they ex* 
s/y^ petted Moftfieur Montrevil ; who not being there 
as he had appointed, the king went to Stamford ', 
thence to Downbam , and fo to Soatbam ; where 
finding the French agent, he fent to general L/evat , 
and was condutted by a troop of horfe to lieutenant 1 - 
Oxford general Lefly's quarters. Oxford being dofe block’d 
and all U p 5 furrender’d on the 2td of June, and the few 
cwfubmi't remaining garrifons foon after, viz. Worcefter, 
to the par- Wallingford , Pendennis-caftle, and Raglsnd-cafile. 
lament. The parliament being inform'd of the king’s efcape 
from Oxford , and arrival in the Scotch army, were* 
very much ftartled at it, and fent an order to their 
commillioners to demand him of them \ requiring 
alio their army to advance, in order to hinder a 
conjunftion of the king’s party with the Scots, be- 
ing very jealous of his making terms with them: 
But upon their furrendering Newark to the Englijb, 
which the king had order’d to be deliver’d up to 
them, and general Levetfs forbidding his forces to 
have any communication with the king’s party, 
they began to be pretty well fatisfy’d for the pre- 
fent ; and fo the Scots , having got the king in their 
poffelfion, march’d with him to Newcaftle, where 
he receiv’d the parliament’s propofitions for peace: 
which he not agreeing to, they confult how to take 
him out of the hands of the Scots , to fend them out 
of England, and to bring him up into fafer cuftody. 
In order to this, they thought it neceflary to reckon 
with the Scots, who offer’d to accept of a fum in 
grols, for full difcharge of their arrears, to be a- 
greed on by commilfioners. Thefe concluded on 
four hundred thoufand pounds, one Moiety of 
which to be paid before their going home, and the 
The king other within ftated terms. The delivering up of 
uoto^he t ^ e king was a tacit condition of this agreement; 
Rvziijb ar >d accordingly the Scots having received two 
3 >id hundred thoufand pounds, which was fent down 
brought t0 to them, deliver’d me king, after he had been with 
. them 
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thfcin about nine months, into the hands of the par- 1646. 
Lament's commifiioners, who conduded him to s/VM 
Holmby-houfe in Nortbamptonjkire. Upon this Mr. 

Coke has thefe refledions : “'Thus this prince, who 
before had fhifted the worthy members of par- 
“ Lament from one prifon to another, that they 
“ might have no benefit pf their Habeas-Corpus , 

** is himfelf drifted a prifoner from one place to a- 
“ nother, without any hope of an Habeas-Corpus : 

“ He that before, by his abfolutc will and pleasure, 

“ would without any law feize his fubjeds goods, • 

“ and commit them to prifon, cannot now enjoy 
“ his own eftate in his own houfe : He that be- 
“ fore arbitrarily rais’d fh ip-money, has not now 
** one (hip to command.” 


Chap. V. 

From the conclujjon of the firft and long civil 
war y to the king's Jeizure at Holmby by the 
army. 


T H E king's party being fubdu’d by the parlia- 
ment, who had alio got him into their hands, 

.and the Scots having quietly left the kingdom, and - 
fo the long civil war between the king and the par- 
liament, which had been maintained at the ex- 
pence of fo much blood and treafure, being entirely 
ended, the vidors began now to quarrel amongft 
themfelves j and the differences and diflentions in Differen-* 
the parliament and army, and chiefly between thofe g * | 
two bodies, the civil and military powers, occa- 
fion'd a great deal of uneafinefs and trouble to the mentand 
nation. The foundation of all this, as Ludlow tells army, 
us, were the high contefts between the Presbyterian 
and Independent parties, the one not enduring any 
fuperior, nor the other any equal. The Presby- 
terians, fays he, grafp’d at the whole power, pro r 
ceeding with equal bitternefs againft all othej: feds, 
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1646. as againft the epifcopal party; and finding therri- 
felves fuperior in both houfes, little doubted of 
being able to reform the army, and new* model it 
’ again ; which, without doubt, they would have 
attempted, had not the death of the earl of Effex, 
who deceas’d about this time, prevented them. 
This party prevail'd very much in the city, lb 
that an addrefs was prefented to the parliament 
from the mayor and common-council, wherein af- 
ter acknowledging the care of the two houfes in 
the reformation of the church, - &c. they defii-M, 
that fuch aflemblies as were privately held to in- 
troduce new fedts, might be fupprefs’d, and that 
thofe who were diftinguilh’d ty the name of Inde- 
pendents, might be remov'd from all employments 
civil and military. Ludlow farther tells us, the 
fatty in the houfe that were for betraying the caufe 
of their country , became encouragers of fuch petition- 
ers as came to them from the city of London, and 
other places, for a f pee dy peace, and to fupprefs fedla- 
ries : Ihe army, both officers and foldiers, were com- 
plairid againft, as bolding erroneous and fcbifmatical 
doctrines ; and for taking upon them to preach and 
expound the fcripture , not being learned nor ordained. 
And as Cromwell efpous’d the Independent party, 
•the parliament was particularly jealous of him, and 
was for taking meafures to difmifs him, and his 
The par- chief partizans, from their military polls. Crom- 
liament we u was no lefs jealous of them, and being aware 
^Cromwell w ^ £lt defign’d, r^folved to be even with 
and he of them. Ludlow tells us, that as he was walkingwith 
them. him one morning in Sir Robert Cotton's garden, he 
inveigh’d bitterly againft the parliament, and faid 
His dif- familiarly to him. If thy father were alive , he would 
c-re let fome of them hear what they deferve ; adding far- 

there- t ^ ier ’ ^ at was a m f era ^ e thing to ferve a par- 
upon. liament, to whom let a man be never Jo faithful, if 
one pragmatical fellow amongft them rife up and of- 
perje him , hejhall never wipe it off ; whereas, when 
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(w femes under a general , 4 k »ray Jo much fir- 1646. 
vice, and yet be free from all blame and envy. v^yx/ 

Accordingly from this time Cromwell, to 
fecure himfelf, and prevent the defigns of the Pref- 
byterians, made a ftrong party for military power, 
for which he had now a fair opportunity offer’d 
him: For the Presbyterian party in parliament, 
knowing that the army was moftly inclin’d to the 
Independents, were earneftly defirous to break it j 
and the better to facilitate this delign, under the 
pretence of leffening their great charge, they re- 
iblv’don the disbanding of fome troops, and tranf- ,1647. 
porting others for the ferviceof Ireland. Cromwell He pro- 
having timely notice of this refolution, he, together niote J the 
with Ireton, inlinuated to the foldiers, that the par- of 

liament intended to disband them without paying the parlia- 
them their arrears, or elfe to fend them into Ireland men't. 
to die of ficknels and famine. Upon this, the fol- 
diers broke out into reviling language againrt the 
parliament ; and when the orders for disbanding 
fome, and transporting others, as before- mention’d, 
were fent down to them, they refus’d to comply 
with them. The parliament being inform’d of it, 
were very much offended at this behaviour of the 
army •» but the prudence and moderation of major- 
general Skippon, in reporting the matter to the 
houfe, much abated the heat of their refentment , 
though feveral threading expreffions came from 
fome of them ; which occalion’d Cromwell, then 
in the houfe, to whifper Ludlow in the ear, faying, 

Thefe men will never leave , till the army pull them 
out by the ears. 

This fpirit of oppofition being rais’d in the ar- Agitators 
my, they began now more profeffedly to enter into '". d 
competition with the parliament, and to claim a 'ersVet up 
ihare with them in fettling the kingdom •, and that by thear- 
they might be Upon a nearer level with them, they m >’- 
made choice of a number of fuch officers as they ap- 
prov’d, which* was cabled the general’s council of 
D 3 officers. 
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1647. officers, and was to refemble the houfe of peers $ 
and three or four out of each regiment, moft cor- 
porals or ferjeants, were chofen by the common fbl- 
diers, and called Agitators, who were to anfwer to 
the houfe of commons. Thefe two bodies met fe- 
verally, and examin'd all the a<tts and orders of the 
< parliament towards fettling the kingdom, and. re- 
forming, dividing, or disbanding the army 5 and, 
after fome confultations, they unanimoufly refblv’d 
Their re- and declar’d, “ That they would hot be divided or 
folution*. «« disbanded, till their full arrears were paid, and 
“ till full provifion was made for liberty of con- 
“ fcience j which they faid was the ground of the 
“ quarrel, tho’ hitherto there' was fo little fecurity 
“ provided in that point, that there was now a 
“ greater perfecution againft religious and godly 
“ men, than ever had been in the king's govern- 
' “ ment, when the hifhops were their judges* 

They added, “ That they did not look upon them- 
“ felves as a band of Janizaries , hir’d and enter- 
“ tained only to fight their battles ; but that they 
“ had voluntarily taken up arms for the liberty and 
“ defence of the nation, of which they were a parti 
“ and before they laid down thofe arms, they wou’d 
“ fee all thole ends well provided for, that the peo- 
“ pie might not hereafter fuffer thofe grievances, 
with which they had formerly been opprefs’d.” 
Three or four of their own members being fent 
to the houfe of commons with this declaration, they 
with great confidence deliver'd it at the bar. And 
foon after, the foldiers drew up a vindication of 
their proceedings, diretting it to their general j 
wherein they complained of a defign to disband, 
and new-model the army ; “ Which they faid, was 
“ a plot contrived'by fome men, who had lately 
** tailed of fovereignty, and being rais'd above the 
** ordinary fphere of fervants, -would fain become 
•** matters, and were degenerated into tyrants.’* 
For which reafon they declared, ‘‘That they would 
- • “ neither 
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Oliver Cromwell. 

•* neither be employed for the fervice of Ireland , 
** nor fuffer themfelves to be disbanded, till their 
“ defires were obtained, and the fubjeds rights and 
“ liberties fhould be vindicated and fecut’d.” This 
paper being fign’d by many inferior officers, the 
parliament declar'd them enemies to the ftate, im- 
prifoning fomeof them; who talk’d loudeft : Where- 
upon they drew up another addrefs to their general, 
complaining, “ How difdainfolly they were ufed 
“ by the parliament, for whom they had ventur’d 
** their lives, and fpilt their blood ; that the pri- 
“ vileges due to them as foldiers. and as fubjefts, 
“ were taken from them ; and when they com- 
■** plained of the injuries done to them, they were 
“ abus'd, beaten, and imprifon’d.” 

Upon this Fairfax (who was indeed a Presby- 
terian, but was only general in name, Cromwell hav- 
ing got the afcendant over him, and having the 
foie influence upon the army, which he manag’d 
as he pleas'd ) was prevail’d upon to write a letter to 
a member of parliament, who read it to the houfe ; 
wherein he took notice of feveral petitions, which 
were prepar’d in the city of London , and other places 
again ft the army ; adding, “ That it was look’d 
“ upon as ftrange, that the officers of the army 
^ might not be permitted to petition, when fo 
“ many petitions were receiv’d againft them ; and 
*' that he much /doubted, that the army might 
“ draw to a rendezvous, and think of taking fome 
“ other courfe for their own vindication.” 

The parliament was exceedingly troubled at 
thefe proceedings of the army. However, they re- 
folv’d not to filbmit to, or be govern’d by thofe 
who were their fervants, and liv'd upon their pay : 
And therefore, after many fevere exprefiions againft 
the prefumption of feveral officers and foldiers, 
they declar’d, “ That whofoever fhould refufe, be- 
“ ing commanded, to engage in the fervice of Ire- 
** landy ffiould be disbanded.” But the army would 
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1647. by no means recede from the refolutioris they had 
s/V^J taken, and foiling into a dire& and high. mutiny, 
tionof the ca ^’^ f° r arrears due to them, which they knew 
parliament where, and how to levy for themfelves ; nOr would 
againft the they be at all pacify’d, till the declaration of the 
terward*" P ar ^ ament a g a * n ft them was rafed out of their jour-' 
rafcdout ^d-book, and a month’s pay fent to them : Nor 
of their did this fetisfy them, but they dill gave out, “ That 

journal- “ they knew how to makfe themfelves as confide- 
book. <( ra bj e as t jj e parliament, and where to have their 
tnittee of “ f erv i ce better edeem’d and requited.” This fb 
the parlia- ft ar tled the parliament, that they fent a committee 
ment fent of the lords and commons, fome whereof were not 
t0 .“ eat at all ungrateful to the army, to treat with a corn- 
committee m ‘ ttee °f officers, upon the bed .means to be ufed, 
of the ar- for compofing thefe differences. By which method 
ray. of proceeding the army feemed to be put upon a 
level with the parliament ; and this allb di/pos’d 
general Fairfax to a greater concurrence with the 
humour of the army, when he faw it was fo much 
comply’d with, and fubmitted to by all men. 
CromtoelPs CROMWELL hitherto thought it necedary to 
menMw’ith ^ ee P himfelf as fair with the parliament as poffible ; 
the parlia- for which purpofe, having a rare knack at diflimu- 
jnent. lation, he would feem highly difpleafed with the in- 
fo! ence of the foldiers, and being dill in the houfe 
of commons, when any of their addrefies were pre- 
dated, inveigh’d bitterly againd their prefumption. 
He alio propos’d, That the general might be fent 
down to the army ; who, he faid, would foon con- 
jure down this mutinous fpirit : And he was fQ ea- 
fily believ’d, that he himfelf was once or twice fent 
to reduce them to order ; and having daid two or 
three days with them, he would again return to the 
parliament, and make heavy complaints “ of the 
“ great licenfe that was got into the army; that, for 
“ his own part, by the artifice of his enemies, and 
“ of thofe whb defir’d that the nation fhould be a- 
“ gain imbru’d in blood, he was render’d fp pdious 

“ to 
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*' to them, that they had defign’d to kill him, if he 
** had not timely efcap'd out of their hands.” But 
notwithdanding this, he was greatly fufpe£fced by 
many, of having under-hand encourag’d the army’s 
proceedings ; and the molt active officers and agi- 
tators were believ’d to be his own creatures, who 
would do nothing without his dire&ion: So that it 
was privately refolv*d by the chief members of the 
houfe of commons, that when he came the next day 
into the houle, which he feldom fail’d to do, they 
would fend him to the Tower. 

This delign could not be manag’d fo fecretly, 
but Cromwell got intelligence of it *, and fo when 
the houfe the next day expefted every minute to fee 
him come in, they had notice given them, that he 
was rriet out of the town by break of day, with only 
one iervant, making what hade he could towards 
the army, where he had order’d a rendezvous of 
fome regiments of the horfe, and from whence he 
lent a letter to the houle of commons, to acquaint 
them, “ That having the night before receiv’d a 
“ letter from fome officers of his own regiment, 
“ That the jealoufy the troops had conceiv’d of 
“ him, and of his want of kindnefs towards them, 
** was much abated, fo that they believed, if he 
“ _ would forthwith come down to them, they would 
“ all by his advice be foon reclaim’d *, upon this he 
“ had made all the hade, he could, and did. find, 
“ that the foldiers had been abus’d by mifinforma- 
“ tion; and that he hop’d to difcover the fountain 
“ from whence it fprung ; and in the mean time 
“ defir’d that the general, and the other officers 
** of the horfe, of fuch as remain’d about the town, 
“ might be immediately fent to their quarters ; and 
“ he believed it would be very requisite, in order 
“ to the fuppreffion of the late didempers, and for 
“ the prevention of the like for the future, to have 
** a general rendezvous of the army, of which the 

“ general 
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1647. ** general would beft confider, when he came 
“ down i which he wilh’d might be haften’d." 

Sir Har- This account of CrmtvelFs management with 
*Z tl f , the parliament, leads me to infert here what Sir 
ftorycon- Harbotle Grimfttn related to bifhop Burnet , concer- 
cerning ning him, as we have it in the firll volume of the 
him. bifhop’s hiftory, p.45. During the contefts between 
the army and die parliament (for we eannot exactly 
affign the time when this happen’d) two officers 
brought an account to Grmfion , that at a meeting 
of the officers, it being propos’d to purge the army 
better, that they might know whom to confide 
in i Cromwell thereupon faid, he was fure of the ar- 
my, but there was another body that wanted more 
to be purg'd, namely the houfe of commons, and 
he believed the army only could do that, Grimjhn 
brought the officers to the lobby of the houfe, where 
they were refolved to juftify what they had faid 1 
and the commons having then fomethingdn debate, 
he diverted it, faying, he had a matter of privilege 
of the higheft nature to lay before them, which con- 
cern’d the being and freedom of the houfe } and 
then he accufed Crmwell of adefign to put a force 
upon them, and having his witnefies at the door, 
requefted they might be examin’d. Accordingly 
they were brought to the bar,- and juftify’d all they 
had related to him, and gave a foil account of what 
had pafs’d at the meetings of the officers ; which 
done they withdrew ; when Cromwell falling down 
on his knees, made a folemn prayer to God, at- 
tefting his innocence, and his zeal for the intereft 
of the houfe. This he did with great vehemence 
and many tears, and then made ib long a fpeech in 
his own vindication, that he tired the houfe, and 
wrought fo much on his party, that what the offi- 
cers faid, was fb little credited, that if it had been 
moved. Sir Harbotle believed, that both he and they 
had been fent to the Tower. Cromwell however no 
fooner got out of the houfe, but refolving totruft 

himfelf 
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a himfelf no more with them, he haftened to the 1647. 

army ; and a few days after he brought them up, s /W 
<* and forc’d a great many from the houfe. *Twas 

S his opinion, it feems, aJ the biihop obferves, with 

a many in thofe times, that in great occafions, when 

is fome were call'd to extraordinary fervices, they 

a “were excufed from the common rules of morality } 

« Which they thought was the cafe of the judges 
is among the Ifraelites. 

a Another ftory related by Mr. Locke , in his and Mr. 
a Memoirs relating to the life of Sir Anthony AJhley 

a . Cooper firft earl of Sbaftjbury, mav be likewife 
tt . proper to be here inferted. He tells us, it hap- . 
a pen’d one morning that Sir Anthony AJhley Cooper 

1 calling upon Mr. Hollis (viz. after their reconcilia- 

isi tion, which he alfo relates) in his way to the houfe, 

it he found him in a great heat againft Cromwell , 

ill laying, he was refolv’d to bring him to punilh- 

Is ment. Sir A. A. Ihew'd him how dangerous fuch 

iij an attempt might be, earneftly difluaded him from 

® it, and told him it would be enough to get rid of 

a him, by fending him with a command into Ireland, 

ja which, as things Hood, he would be glad to ac- 

ot cept.. But this would not fatisfy Hollis ; and fo 

$ when he came to the houfe, he brought the matter 

r}|! to a debate, and it was moved, that Cromwell, 

tit and thofe guilty with • him, fhould be puniftied. 

% Cromwell being then in the houfe, no fooner heard 

,n this, but he ftole out, took horfe, and polled to 

t the army (which my author lays, as he remem- 

l bers, was at Triploe- Heath) where he informed 

jj them of what the Prelbyterian party was doing in 

ti the houfe, and made fuch ufe of it to them, that 

j£ they now united together under him, who forth-- 

j with led them away to London , giving out mena- 
ce ces againft Hollis and his party, who, with Staple* 

y ton and fome others, were lain to fly •, and thereby 

the Independant party becoming the ftronger, 
r j they as they call’d it, purged the houfe, and 
jn turn'd 
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turn’d out the Prefbyterians. Soon after Crom- 
well meeting Sir A. A. told him, I am beholden to 
you for your kindnefs to me ; for you, I bear , were 
for letting me go without pmijhment ; but your 
friend, God be thanked, was not wife enough to take 
your advice. But to return: 

The king was all this while at Holmbyi But the 
animofities between the parliament and army ftill 
continuing and increafing, the agitators feared the 
parliament would now for their own fecurity re- 
ceive him upon any terms, or rather put themfelves 
under his proteftion, that they might the better 
fubdue the army and reduce them to obedience. 
Wherefore, being inftigated thereto by Cromwell, 
they on the 4th of June lent cornet Joyce, one of 
their body, with a party of horfc, to take the king 
but of the hands of the parliament commiffioners, 
and bring him away to the army. Accordingly, 
Joyce about midnight drew up his horfe in order 
before Holmbfhoufe, demanding entrance. Colo- 
nel Greaves, and major-general Brown, who being 
alarm’d, had doubled the guards, enquiring his 
name and bufinefs, he faid his name was Joyce, 
a cornet in colonel Whatley's regiment, and his 
bufinefs was to fpeak with the king. Being 
alk’d from whom, he faid. From tnyfelf, my er- 
rand is to the king, I muft and I will fpeak with 
him. Greaves and Brown commanded their men 
within to ftand to their arms ; but they feeing them 
to be their fellow-fbldiers of the fame army, opened 
the gates, and fhook hands with tliem as old friends. 
The cornet plac’d his centinels at the commiffioners 
chamber-doors, and went himfelf by the back- 
ftairs, directly to the king’s bed-chamber. The 
grooms being much furpriz’d, defired him to lay 
afide his arms, and affined him, that in the morn 
ing he fhoul^ fpeak with the king : But he with 
fword and piftol infilled to have the door opened, 
and made fo much noife that it waked his maj^fty, 

Who 

• Digitized by Google 


Oliver Cromwell. 45 

1 c? . . 

m who fent him out word. That be would not rife nor 1647. 

/peak with him till the morning ; upon which the *✓>/■'** 
’’ comet retir’d in a huff. The king getting up 
early in the morning, fent for him, who with great 
" boldnefs told his majefty, he was commanded to 
, remove him. Whereupon the king defired the 
corjimiffioners might be call’d ; but Joice faid, they 
y had nothing to do , hut to return hack to the parlia- 
punt. Being aik’d for a fight of his inftruftions, 
he told his majefty be Jhould fee them prefently j fo 
® drawing up his troop in the inner court, Thefe, Sir , 

■* iaidhe, are my instructions. The king having took 
J a good view of them, and finding them to be pro- 
® per men, well, mounted and arm’d, told the cornet 
,® with a fmile. His infractions were in fair chara- 
f< “ Hers, legible without Jpelling. Joyce then prelfing 
j* the king to go along with him, his majefty refus’d, 

$ unlefs the commiffioners might attend him ; to 
lK which the cornet reply’d. He was very indifferent , 

^ they might go if they would : So the king being at- 
-tended by the commiffioners of the parliament, 
f went along with Joyce , and was that night con- 
Jf dudled by him to colonel Montague’s houfe at 
“1 ! Hinchingbrook , and the next night to Sir John Cull’s 

k at Childerfey near Cambridge. Here Fairfax, Crom- 
¥ well, Ireton, Skippon, and many other officers came 
: 5 to wait upon the king, and fome of them kiffed his 
hand. *Tis faid. That Joyce being told, that the 
r general was difpleas’d with him, for taking the 
king from Holmby , he anfwer’d. That lieutenant- 
'll general Cromwell had given him orders at London 
to do all that he had done ; and indeed Fairfax now 
refign’d himfelf entirely to Cromwell’s judgment, 
who led and governed him as he pleafed. And 
though he was at firft diflatisfy’d with this pro- 
ms ceeding of Joyce, yet Cromwell foon appeafed him, 

& by reprefenting to him, ‘ ‘ That nothing could have 
“ been done of greater advantage to the army and 
# “ their generals, to the church and ftate, than 

^ “ what 

* Digitized by Google 



46 He LIFE*/ 

1647. “ what Joyce had been doing : That the king was 
“ on the point of making an accommodation with 
“ the parliament, who nad determin'd to fend 
** colonel Greaves to fetch him ; and if Joyce bad 
“ not fetch'd him, there wow'd have been an end 
“ of both officers and army, and all the pains they 
(< had taken for the publick good, would not only 
“ have been ufelefs, but criminal.” 


Chap. VI. 

From the kings Jeizure at Holmby, to bis de- 
parture to the ijle of Wight. 

T HE parliament receiv’d the news of the 
. king’s feizure by the army, with the utmoft 
amazement and confternation : But this was not 
Eleven all ; for about thin time, the army drew up a charge 
members D f high-treafon againft eleven members of the houfc 
ed bythe °f commons, viz. Mr. Denzil Hollis , Sir Philip 
army. Stapleton , Sir John Clatworthy, Serjeant Glyn, 

Mr Anthony Nichols, Mr. Walter Long, Sir William 
Lewis , Colonel Edward Harley , Sir William Waller, 
Colonel Majfey , and Sir John Maynard ; for be- 
traying the caufe of the parliament, endeavouring 
to break and deftroy the army, &c. This charge 
was accompanied with a declaration, fhewing the 
reafon of what they had done, affirming, that they 
.were oblig’d by their duty fo to do, as they ten- 
der’d the prefervation of the publick caufe, and fe- 
curing the good people of England from being a 
prey to their enemies. The great end of this charge 
of treafon, being, rather to, hinder thefe members, 
who were the chief of the Prefbyterian party, from 
tiling their influence in the houfe (which was very 
great) in oppofltion to the proceedings of the army, 
than the proceeding capitally againft them, they 
determined rather voluntarily to withdraw them- 
felves, than to put the parliament or army to any 

further 
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Oliver Cromwell; 47 

further trouble, or themfelves to any more ha- 1647. 
zard. 

As thefe eleven members were the thief of the 
Prefbyterian party in parliament*, fo at the head 
of the opposite party (who were all call’d Indepen- 
dents, tho’ matte tap of men of different perfuafi- 
ons, as well as of real Independents) were lieutec 
mnt-general Cromwell, colonel. Ludlow , John 
Idle , Efq; Sic Henry, Vane, Henry Marten, Efq; 

Sir Arthur Hajlerigg , Sir Henry M&dmay , lord Grey 
of Groby, lord Monftm, Anthony Stately, Efq; Miles 
Corbet, Efq; £<?f. There was another party in the 
houfe of commons who declared for neither fide, 
as Mr. Pierpomt, Bulfirode Wbitdock, Efq; Oliver 
St. John, Efq; John Crew, Efq;- Sir Thomas Wtd- 
drington, colonel Birch, Mr. Goodwyn, Sir John 
Hippefty, &c. Who fbmetimes voted with the 
Prefbyterians, and fometimes with the Indepen- 
dents, as they thought conduc’d moft to the fer- 
Vice of the ftate ; and generally they went with 
thole who were for fatisfaftion and fecurity, till it 
was known that the death of the king was meant 
by it. 

GR O MWE L L\ great defign, was to hinder Crmat/P s 
any conjun&ion between the king and the Prefbv- r eftf r “ n g ' 
terians ; arid having now gotten him into his own the king 
hands, he was for endeavouring his rcftoration, by b y means 
means of the Independents, thinking that thereby ^ ^ *. m ' 
liberty of confidence would be the better fecured, dents.* 
which the Prefbyterian hierarchy would not fo Well 
admit of. And indeed the king himfelf began to 
think that' his condition was alter’d for the better, 
and to look upon the Independent intereft as more ■ 
confiding with Epifcopacy than the Prefbyterian, 
for that it might fubfift under any form, which 
the other could not do. What encourag’d the 
king the more, was, that he was much more civil- 
ly treated fince his being in the army, than he was 
before, whilft he was the parliament’s prifbner at 

Holmby. 
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1 647. Holmby. He was now indeed to nuke his involun- 
LoTv tary progrefs according to the motion of the army, 
and fo at length was brought to Hampton-Court ; 
but he was every where allow'd to appear in ftate 
and luftre, his nobility about him, his chaplains 
in waiting, and all fervants permitted to attend in 
their proper places. The army had alfo fent an 
addrefs to him full of proteftations of duty, be- 
leeching him, “ That he would be content, for 
“ fome time, to refide among diem, until the affairs 
“ of the kingdom were put into fuch a pofture, as 
“ he might find all things to his own content 
and fecurity ; which they infinitely defired to 
“ fee as foon as might be, and to that purpofe 
Hisbeha- “ made daily inftances to the parliament.” Crom- 
woar to- well indeed thought fit at firft to be fomewhat up- 
tne S thC on re ^ erve * n this matter, for fear of increafing 
S * the parliament’s jealoufy of him. The lord Claren- 
don tells us. That he and Ireton had been with his 
majefty, without either of them offering to kifs his 
hand ; that the king ufed all the addrefs he could 
towards them, to get fome promife from them, as 
knowing them to have the greateft influence upon 
the army \ but they were fo referv'd, and Hood lb 
much upon their guard, and Ipoke lb few words, 
that nothing could be gather’d from what they laid ; 
and they defired to be exculed for not feeing his 
majefty often, upon the great jealoufies the parlia- 
ment had of them, towards whom they profefled 
all fidelity. But after fome time, their behaviour 
towards his majefty was more free and open, they 
vifited him more frequently, and had longer con- 
ferences with him ; and Cromwell in particular is 
faid to have promis’d him, “ That if he and his 
“ party would fit ft ill, and neither a6t or declare 
“ againft the army, they would reftore him, and 
“ make him the molt glqrious prince in Chriften- 
** dom.” Tho' we are told, that in private among 
bis friends, he boafted, “ That now he had got 

. “ the 
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^ ‘‘ the king into his hands, he had the parliament 1647. 

a “in his pocket.’* His majefty was very fenfible ^-ysj 
to due Cromwell and Ireton bore the greateft fway in 
■i the army, and that general Fairfax had little or no 
$ influence upon it. We are inform’d, that his ex- 
d: ceiieocy conferr’d with the king in private, and in 
® a particular manner offer’d him his fervice j but 
t,i , upon his taking leave, his majefty faid to him, 

i, i Sir, I have as good inter eft in the army as you : 
a which exprelfioh, .the general faid, was more 
Hi (hocking, andoccafioned him more grief and vexa- 
® don, than all the troubles and fatigues he had en- 
ds dured thro* the whole war. 

if) The news of the king’s being in the army, and 
to the. civil treatment he met with from them, occa- 
itq (ion’d the queen and prince of Wales , then in 
all France , to difpatch Sir Edward Ford , who had 
l/i married Iretorf s filter, but had been an officer in 
ill the king’s army from the beginning of the war, to 
ii (bund the defign of the army, and to promote an 
:i agreement between the king and them. Sir John 

j, i Bfrkley was likewife fent over upon the like errand , 
iija and *twas in his inftru£tions to procure a pafs for 
nil Mr. John AJhbumham , to come and affift him in 
jk his negociation. Being on his way towards London, 

1 he was met by Sir Allen Appefly, who had been Hi» mer- 
its lieucenant-govemour under him at Exeter ; by ^ Sir 

jli whom he was acquainted, that he was fent to him jT* Ser ‘- 
$j from lieutenant-general Cromwell, and fome other 3 ' 
in officers of the army, with letters and a cypher, as ■ 
juj alfo particular inftruftions to , defire him to call to 
9 mind his own difeourfe at a conference wjth colonel 
: j Lambert , and other officers, upon the lurrender of 

jj Exeter •, when having taken notice of the bitter re- 
[1 proaches call on the king by thofe of the army, and 
.j! fuppofing that fuch difeourfes were encourag’d in 
(j order todifpofe mens minds for an alteration of the 
,-j' government ; he faid, “ That it was' not only a 
* ** moll wicked, but difficult undertaking, if not 

y E “ impoffiUe 
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“ impoffible, for a few men, not of the 'greateft 
“ quality, to introduce a popular government, 
“ againft the king, the nobility and gentry, the 
“ Presbyterians, and the genius of the nation, for 
“ fo many ages accuftom’d to monarchy ; and ad* 
“ vis’d. That fince the Presbyterians, who had 
“ begun the war upon many fpecious pretences, 
“ were found to have fought only their own ad* 
“ vancements, by which means they had loft al- 
“ molt all their power and credit \ the Indepen- 
“ dent party, who had no particular obligation to 
“ the crown, as many of the Presbyterians had, 
“ would make good what the Presbyterians had 
“ only pretended to, and reftore the king and peo- 
“ pie to their juft and ancient rights ; which they 
“ were concern’d’ to do in point of prudence and 
“ intereft, there being no means under heaven 
“ more likely to fecure themfelves, and obtain as 
“ much truft and power as fubjefts are capable of ; 
“ whereas if they aim’d at more, it would be at- 
“ tended with a general hatred, and their own de- 
“ ftruftion.” He was likewife order’d by Crom- 
“ welly to let Sir John know, “ -That tho' to this 
“ difcourfe of his, they then gave only the hear- 
“ ing *, yet they had fince found by experience, 
“ that all, or the greateft part of it was reafonable, 
“ and they were refolv’d to aft accordingly, as 
“ might be perceiv’d by what had already pafs’d ; 
“ and defir*d that he would prefent them humbly 
“ to the queen and prince, and be a fuitor to them 
“ in their names, not to condemn them abfolutely, 
“ but to fulpend their opinion of them, and of 
“ their intentions, till their future carriage fhould 
“ nuke full proof of their integrity, of which they 
“ had already given fome teftimonies to the world ; 
“ and that when he had perform’d this office, he 
“ would come back to England , and be an eye- 
“ witnefs of their proceedings.** 

Tai 
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it The parliament at this time fear'd nothing lb 1647. 
® hutch, as that the army would make a firm con- 
w, junction with the king, and unite with his party, 

« of which ther? was fo much Ihew ; and many un- 
it prudent perfons, who very much defied it, bragged 
n too much of it ; whereupon the two houfes fent a 
z committee to his majefty, with an addrefs of ano- 
(c ther drain than they had lately us'd, making 
!: many proteftations of duty, and declaring, “ That 
k “ if he was not in all refpe&s treated as he ought 
jb “ to be, and as he defied, it was not their fault, 

* “ who were defiroiis he might be at full liberty, 
ns “ and do what he would.” The army at the fame 
a: time was not without jealoufy, that the king heark- 
ii en'd to fome fecret propofitions from the Presby- 
jc terian party, and defign’d to make an abfolute 
[k breach between the parliament and the army * 
ds which occafion’d Iretqn to fay to him, Sir, you 
j) have an intention to be arbitrator between the parlia- 
jjj tnent and us, and we mean to be fo between you and 
ns tbe parliament.. The king, in the mean time finding 
,( himfelf courted on all hands, was fo confident of 
di his own importance, as to imagine himfelf able to 
jui turn the fcale to what fide foever he pleafed. In 
$ this temper he was when Sir John Berkley came to 
Ijj him ; which he did, after leave obtain'd from 
j Cromwell , who alfo confirm'd with his own mouth 
,jl what Sir Allen Appejly had before communicated to 
Cpj Sir John, with this addition, “ That he thought His dif- 
j “ no man could enjoy his life and eftate quietly, , 

fo “ unlefs the king had his right ; which, he /aid, w,t lua ** 
' f . ** they had already declared to the world in gene* 

44 ral terms, and would more particularly very 
44 foon, wherein they would comprize the feveral 
jj '* interefts of the Royalifts, Presbyterians, and In- 
“ dependents, as far as they were confident with 
, 44 one another.” Some time after, 'tis faid. Sir 
John meeting him at Reading , as he Was coming 
1 from the king at Caverjham, Cromwell told him, 

E a 44 That 
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** That he had lately feen the tendereft fight that 
“ ever his eyes beheld, which was the interview 
“ between the king and his children and wept 
plentifully at the remembrance of it, faying, “ That 
“ never man was fb abus’d in his finifter opinion 
of the king,- who he thought was the moft- up- 
V right and conlcientious man in the three king- 
“ doms *, that the Independent party were infiniee- 
“ ly oblig’d to him, for not confenting to the pro- 
portions lent to him at Newcajlle, which would 
“ have totally ruin’d them, and which his ma- 
jefty’s intereft feem’d to invite him to.” Con- 
cluding with this wilh, “ That God would be 
pleas’d to look upon him, according to the fin- 
*'• cerity of his heart towards the king.” 

The army in general, as well as Cromwell , ap- 
peared at this time to be very zealous for the king’s 
intereft, and yet they feem’d fomewhat to fufpeft 
the reality of one Another’s intentions. Some of 
the principal agitators, with whom Sir John Berk- 
ley convers’d at Readings declared to him theic jea- 
loufy, that Cromwell was not- fincere for the king, 
and defir’d him, if he found him falle, to inform 
them of it, promifing, that they would endeavour 
to fet him right, either with or againft his will. 
Major Huntingdon , an officer in Cromwell*s regi- 
ment, who was entrufted by him to command the 
guard about his majefty, became wholly devoted 
tQ the royal intereft, and by the king’s order brought 
two general officers to Berkley , as perfons in whom 
he might confide. Thefe two dilcours’d frequently 
with him, and allur’d him, “ That a conjunction 
“ with the king was univerfally defir’d by the offi- 
“ ficers and agitators, and that Cromwell and Jre- 
“ ton were great difiemblers, if they were not real 
“ in it ; but that the army was fo bent upon it at 
“ prefent,thattheydufft notlhewthemfelves other- 
** wife.” They likewife inform’d him, “ That 
“ propolals were ' drawn up. by Iretdn , wherein 
/ “ Epifcopacy 
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O liver Cromwell. 53 

“ Epifcopacy was not requir’d to be abolilh’d, nor 1 647. 
“ any of the king’s party wholly ruin’d, nor the 
“ militia to be' taken away from the crown and 
advis’d, “ I'hat his majefty would without delay 
“ confent to them, there being no affurance of the 
“ .army, which they had obferv’d already to have 
** changed more than once.” Cromwell himfelf 
was alfo doubtful of the army. In all his confe- 
rences with Berkley , he appear’d exceeding defirous 
of a fpeedy agreement with the king, infomuch 
that he fometimes blam'd Ireton*& flownefs in per- 
fecting the propolals, and his backwardnefs in 
coming up to his majefty*s fenfe; and on the other 
hand would wilh, that Sir John Berkley would aft 
more frankly, and not tie himfelf up by narrow 
principles ; always declaring. That he doubted the 
army would not ferfift in their good intentions to- 
wards the king. 

By this time lAx.AJhThirnham was arriv’d, to the Mr. Ajb- 
king’s great fatisfaftion. Sxxjohn Berkley convers’d tumham 
chiefly with the agitators; but AJhburnham wasfoon arnves ' 
of another mind, and openly declar’d. That having 
always us’d the beft company, he would not con- 
verfe with fuch fenfelels fellows as the agitators v 
that if the officers could be gain’d^ they would, 
without doubt, be able to command their own army ; 

' and that he determin’d to apply himfelf wholly to 
them. Hereupon there was foon cbferv’d a great And cor- 
familiarity between him and IVhalley, who com- 
manded the guard that attended the king, as alfo. 

• a dole correspondence with Cromwell and his fan- 
in-law Ireton , meflages daily pafling from the king 
to the head-quarters: Which foon gave the reft of 
the army a fufpicion of fame private treaty being 
carry’d on with the king ; who being likewife en- 
couraged by the Presbyterian party (the lord Lau- 
derdale, and feveral of the city of linden, alluring The king 
him, that they would oppofe the army to the death) diflikesthe 
when the propolals were brought to him, and h'is a p ™^ 3 fi)ls> 
E 3 concurrence * 
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concurrence humbly defir*d by the army, he enter- 
tained their commiffioners with very difbbliging 
language, faying. That no man ihould fuffer for his 
fake, and that he repented of nothing fo much, as 
that he paffed the bill againft the earl of Strafford ; 
and that he would have the church eftablifhed ac- 
cording to law by the propofals ; for there was no- 
thing mention’d in them concerning church-govern- 
ment. The propofals were indeed much more mo- 
derate than thofe lent to him from the parliament ; 
but he unhappily thought, they proceeded only 
from the neceflity they had of him* and in difeour- 
ling with them, would frequently ufe thefe or the 
like expreflions, You. ca:mt do without me ; you will 
fall to ruin , if Ido not ytftain you. Not only the 
officers of the army who were prefent, but the 
king's own party, appear'd exceedingly aftoqUh'd 
at this kind of proceeding ; whereupon he began 
to foften his former difeourfe, but it was too late s 
for colonel Rainsborough , who feem’d leaft of all 
to defire' an agreement with him, immediately go- 
ing out from the conference, went direftly to the 
army, and gave them to qnderftand what treat- 
ment their commifiioners and propolals had met 
with from the king. 

Le t us npw fee how matters flood between the 
parliament, army, and city at this time. The 
city, who hated the army, had their militia fettled 
on the 4th of May, in the management of the 
, Presbyterians, who were very diligent in compleat- 
ing their companies : But this was contrary to the 
defign of the army, and judg’d to beaconfjsiracy 
againft it j whereupon Fairfax , who fo every thing 
was influenc’d by Cromwell, upon the 10th of 
fune wrote a letter tQ the parliament, That the 
militia of the city of London might be pit into tht 
hands of fucb as were better affefted to the army. 
This the parliament quietly fubmitted to, and 
!fvly 23d repeal’d the ordinance $f the 4th of May. 
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The common-council being hereupon aflembled, 1647. 
rcfolv’d to petition the parliament againft it, which 
they accordingly did on the 26th 5 and prefently 
after, many thoufand citizens, young men and ap- 
prentices, went in a body and deliver'd another 
petition, letting forth, “ That to order the city’s 
** militia was the city's birth-right, belonging to 
“ them by charters confirm’d in parliament ; for 
“ defence whereof, they had ventur’d their lives 
** as far as the army 5 -and therefore they defir’d, 

“ that the militia might be put again into the fame 
“ hands, in which it was put with the parliament’s 
** and city’s conlent, by the ordinance of the 4th 
“ of May” Upon the reading of this petition, 
the houfe of peers immediately revoked the ordi- 
nance of the 2 3d of July, and renewed that of the 
4th of May, and fent it down to the commons for 
their cenfent ; which they durft not refule, the The par- 
apprentices behaving themfelves fo infolently, that ! ia ? 1 ) en ' 
they would fcarce let the door of the houfe be lhut, “ “ * ’ 
and fome of them got in amongft them : And 
fome time after, when the houfe broke up, the 
fpeaker was forc’d back into the chair, by the vio- 
lence of the multitude, who detain’d, him and the 
members, till they oblig’d them to paf9 a vote, 

That the king Jhould come forthwith to London ; and 
another, That be Jhould be invited to come with honour , 
freedom , and fafety. And then both houfes ad- 
journ’d for four days. 

In this interval, feveral members, and the fpeakr Where- 
ers of both houfes, being apprehenfive of danger “ p ,® I JJ e reve ' 
from fuch tumults, repair’d to the army, complainr bersflyVo ' 
ing of the violences upon the parliament. The thearny 
army could not have defir’d a greater advantage P rote - 
than this gave them, who therefore receiv’d the 
two lpeakers with the members, as fo many angels 
. fent from heaven for their good, lhewed them all 
imaginable refpe&, profefled all fubmilfion to them, 

to the parliament of England , and declared, That 
- E 4 ' they 
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1^4 7. . they would re-ejlablijh them in tbeir full power , of 
perijh in the attempt. After the four days adjourn- 
ment, the remainder ,of the parliament met ; and 
both houfes milling their fpeakers, ehofe them new 
ones, and palled the following votes. Firft, That 
■ • the king Jhould come to London. Secondly, That 
the militia of London Jhould be authorized to raife 
force s for the defence of the city. Thirdly, That 
power be given to the fame militia to chufe a general. 
Fourthly, That the eleven members impeached by the 
army., Jhould refume their feats in parliament. 

The citizens armed with thefe powers,. proceed 
to raife forces under the command of Waller , Maf- 
Jey, and Pointz ; but they were very much difcou- 
raged in their proceedings by the news of the gene- 
ral rendezvous of the army upon Hounjlow- Heath, 
where the two fpeakers appeared with their maces, 
and fuch members as accompanied them, viz. the 
earls of Northumberland , Salisbury, ami Kent, the 
lord Grey of Werke, the lord Howard, the lewd 
Wharton , the earl of Mulgrave, and the lord Say, 
and fix lords more, with the earl of Manchefier, 
their fpeaker ; and about a hundred members of the 
houfe of commons, with their fpeaker, Mr. Lenthal. 
Which Befides, the borough of Southwark was generally 
to * Union. f° r *h e army, which was now marching towards 
London , to reftore the members who fled to them, 
to their places and authorities. Part of the army 
feized upon the block-houfe at Gravefend, and 
block’d up the city by water towards the Eajl, and 
the general with the reft of the army, towards the 
Weft. Upon this, the aldermen and common-, 
council of the city deferted their three generals, 
and lent to Fairfax for a pacification; which he 
granted them upon thefe conditions. Firft, That 
they Jhould dejert the parliament then fitting , and the 
* eleven members. .Secondly, That they Jhould reed 

their late declaration. Thirdly, That they Jhould 
relinquijh their prefent militia. Fourthly, That they 
, - Jhould 
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Jbould deliver up to the general all their forts, and the 1645. 
tower of London. Fifthly, That tbeyjhould difband 
all the forces they had lately ratfed , a// /&«£■* 

Wi6iVi> were necejfary for the publick tranquility . 

The next day, Cromwell march’d to Weftmin - And re- 
yfor, and placed the guards in the court, in the hall, floret 
and even at the doors of thetwo houfes : and a lit- ‘{“P J° 
tie after, general Fairfax conducted the feveral feat ** 
members who had fled to the army, to their feats 
in parliament ; where they annulled all the a£ts and 
orders, which had pafied fince the 26th of July. 

Two days after, the army maFch’d, as it were, in 
triumph thro’ the city, the general leading the 
avant-guard, major-general Skippon the main body, 
and Cromwell the rear-guard ; and all the foldiers 
having laurel-branches in their hats. After this . 
pompous march, the army was diflributed into 
quarters, in Kent, Surrey , and EJfex j and thus 
they furrounded the city. 

The city being fubdued, and the parliament Faftions ' 
and army feemingly reconciled, there now arofe » rif « in the 
differences in the army itfelf. The agitators, no * rmy * 
longer inclin’d to <an agreement with the king, 
were very much difturbed at fome of the great of- 
ficers, who were ftill for promotingfuch an agree- 
ment : And many in tjie army complained of the 
intimacy of Sir John Berkley and Mr. AJbbumhdm , 7 ^^ 
with the chief officers of the army, declaring to c*rm- ° 
the council of agitators, that the doors of Cromwell well's 
and Ireton were open to them, when they were tr ^“ n S 
fhutto thofe of the army. Cromwell was very un- 1 
eafy at thefe difeourfes, and inform’d the king’s 
party of, them, telling AJhburnham and Berkley , 

“ That if he were an honed man, he had laid 
“ enough of the fincerity of his intentions; and if 
“he were not, nothing was enough; and there- 
“ fore he coloured them, as they tendered the 
“ king’s fervice, not to come fo frequently to his 
“ quarters, but to fend privately to him ; the 
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** fufpicion of him being growing fo great, that he 
“ was afraid to lie in them himfelf.” Thus the 
agitators, who were fuppofed to be firft let up by 
Cromwell to oppofe the parliament’s defign of dif- 
banding, began to be very troublefome to him* 
and were at length fo fet againft him, that he was 
forced for his own fafety to make his peace with 
them, by abandoning the king's, intereft : as we 
fhall fee hereafter. 

About three weeks after the army enter'd Lon- 
don, the parliament thought fit to addrefs them- 
felves to the king, in the old propofitions of New- 
caftle , <fome particulars concerning the Scots only 
excepted. His majefty advifing with Berkley and 
AJhbumbam , and lome others about him, upon this 
matter, 'twos concluded to be unfafe for him to 
treat with the parliament, whilft the army were the 
mailers: And fome fay, that inftruCtionswere given 
by Cromwell and other officers, That if the king 
* ikiuld affent to their propofols , lower than tbofe of 
the parliament , the army would fettle him again in 
bis throne. However it was, the king thought fit 
to wave the parliament's propofitions, or any treaty 
upon them, and defired a perfonal treaty upon the 
propofals of the army. The officers of , the army 
having Teen his anfwer before it was fent, feem'd to 
be very well pleafed with it, and promifed to do 
all they could to procure a perfonal treaty ; and ac- 
cordingly Cromwell and Ireton , and many of their 
party in the houfe, prefc’d his majefty's defires with 
great earneftnefs ; but, contrary to their expecta- 
tions, they met with a vigorous oppofition from 
fuch as had already conceiv'd a jealoufy of their pri- 
vate agreement with the king, and now thought 
themfelves fure of it ; the fufpicions of them grow- 
ing, fo ftrong, that they were look’d upon as betray- 
ers of the caule, and loll almoft all their friends in 
the parliament. The army likewife, which lay then 
about Putney , were nQ lcfs diflatisfy’d with their 
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Oliver Cromwell. 59 - 

proceedings, of which they receiv’d daily informa- 1647. 
tion from thofe that came to them from London ; 
lb that the agitators began to complain openly in The ar ; 
council, both of the king and the malignants about diced*- 0 ” 
him, and declar’d, “ That fince the king had re- gaintthim. 
** jedted their propofols, they were no farther en- 
“ gag’d to him j but that they were now to con- 
“ fult their own fofety, and the publick good, and 
“ having the power devolved upon them by the 
decifion of tne fword, to which both parties had 
“ appeal’d, and being* convinc’d that monarchy 
“ was inconfiftent with the good of the nation, they 
** refohre to ufe their endeavours to reduce the go- 
“ vcrnment of England to the form of a common - 
** wealth They alfo defigned to have feiz’d AJh- ( 
burnbam and Berkley , for negotiating the treaty they . ' 

fuppos’d to have been carried on between the king The fury 
and Cromwell % and carrying their fury yet further, of the a £‘~ 
■were refold to wreft the king out of the hands of tators * 
the two traitors, as they call’d Cromwell and Iretofc 
Thefe things ftruck a great terror into thefe two 
. leaders, fo that they thought it necelfary to draw 
the army to a general rendezvous, which they could 
the better bring about, beeaufe moft of the great 
officers were frill well affefted to the king, and 
difliked thefe proceedings of the agitators, whole 
exorbitant power they hoped by that means to fup-' 
jprefs. But the agitators having notice of the in- 
tended rendezvous, and gueffing at thedeOgn of it. 

Us’d their utmoft endeavours to prevent it, and re- 
folved before-hand to feizeonthe perfonof theking. 

CROMWELL in the mean time acquainted the Crem . 
king with the danger he was in, and alluring him weirs ad- 
of his real fervjce, protefted to him that it was *j ce the 
not in his power to undertake for his lecurity in the 
place where he now refided. Hereupon the king f r0 m 
was refolved to make his elcape from Hampton- Hampton- 
Court i and fome advifed him to fecure his perfon CourS - 
by leaving the kingdom; But to this he objected, 

' . ‘ that 
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1647. that the rendezvous being appointed for the next 
week, he was unwilling to quit the array till that 
was overs becaufe, if the fuperior officers pre- 
'vailed, they would be able to make good their 
engagements ; if not, they mult apply themfelves 
to him for their own fecuriry. Several other ad- 
And goes vices were offer’d him ; but he at laft refolved to go 
to the to the ifle of Wight, being very probably, as Lud- 
j®?. low obferves, recommended thither by Cromwell, 
*' who, as well as the king, had a good opinion of 
colonel Hammond the govemour, who was one of 
the army. PQrfuant to this refolution, the king 
left Hampton- Court in the night, Berkley and AJh~ 
hurnbam with fome others accompanying him ; and 
on the 1 3th of November they all went over to the 
ifle of Wight , being conduced thither by Hammond 
himfelf, who the day before came to wait on hia 
inajefty at Titcbfield. 

Chap. VII. 

From the king's efcape from Hampton-Court, 
and departure to the ifle of Wight, to the 
breaking out of the fecond civil war. 

T HE parliament being inform’d of the king’s 
withdrawing himfelf from Hampton-Court , 
was in a terrible conflernation, and immediately 
, ' pals’d an ordinance, declaring, “ That it fhoula 
“ be confifcation of eftate, and lols of life, for any 
“ to harbour, or conceal the king’s perfon, with- 
“ out giving information to the parliament.” And 
being now moftly devoted to the army, they caufed 
fome of the moft noted prdbyterians homes to be 
fearched ; and fent poll to all the ports of the king-, 
dom, ** That they might be fhut, and no perfon 
“ be permitted to embark, left the king in difguife 
fhould traofport himfelf.” And a proclamation 
,was publifhed, for the banifhing all fuch as had 
v ever 
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ever borh arms for the king, from the city, or any 1647. 

S lace within twenty miles of it. But within two 
ays their fears Were all remov*d by Cromwell? s in- Crmt ? el1 
forming the houfc, “ That he had receiv’d letters theparib- 
*** from colonel Hammond, of the king’s coming to ment with 
the ifle of flight, and that he remain’d there in k* 

** Carijbrook-Caftle till the parliament’s pleafure 
«* Ihould be known.” He at the fame time allur’d 
them, “ That colonel Hammond was fo honeft a 
■** man, and lb much devoted to their fervice, that 
4 ‘ they need not fear his being corrupted by any 
“ body.” And all this relation he made, lays my 
lord Clarendon , . with fo unufual a gaiety, that all 
men concluded, that his majefty was where Crom- 
well defir*d he Ihould be. 

About this time the agitators of nine regiments The rife 
of horfe, and feven of foot, prefented a writing to of the le* 
the general, and afterwards to the parliament, de- velle ”* 
daring; 

i; “ That the people being unequally diftri- 
buted by counties, cities and boroughs, for e- 
“ leftion of their ’deputies in parliament, ought to 
“ be more indifferently proportioned according to 
** the number of Inhabitants. 

• 2. “ That this prefent parliament be dif- 
4 ‘ folved by the laft day of September next. 

3. “ That the people do of courfe chufe 
“ themfelves a parliament once in every, two < 

** years. 

4. “ That the power of this, and all other fu- 
’** ture reprefentatives is inferior only to theirs who 
“ chufe them, and extends, without die confent 
“ of any other perlbn, to the enabling, altering, 

“ and repealing of laws; to the erefting and abo- 
'** lilhing of offices and courts ; to the appointing, 

“ removing, and calling to account, magiftrates 
“ and officers of all degrees ; to the making war 
** and peace ; to the treating with foreign ftates; 

** and generally to whatfoever is not referved by. 

thofe 
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1647. “ thole reprefen ted to themlelves.” And here 
txyv* they declare, “ That impreifing or conftraming 
“ any to ferve in the war, is againft freedom, aaid 
“ not allowed to the reprefentarives. 

“ That in all laws every perfon be bound a- 
' “ like ; and that tenure, eftates, charter, degree, 
“ birth, or place, do not confer any exception 
“ from the ordinary courfe of legal proceedings 
“ whereunto others are fubjefted.” And 

“ That the laws mull: be equal and good, 
* c and not deftruftive to the lafety and well-being 
“ of the people. 

“ These they declar’d to be their nadve rights, 
“ which they were refblvM to maintain, and not 
“ to depend, for the lettlement of their peace and 
. “ freedom, upon him that intended their bondage 
“ [ meaning the king] and brought a cruel war up- 
on them.” Thus the agitators grew frill bolder, 
and were refolv’d to accomplilh their defigns ; and 
thefe with their adherents were now called Level- 
lers, and occafioned great difturbance to the par- 
liament and in the army, as likewile the trial and 
death of the king. ' They were call’d Levellers in 
derifion only, and bccaufe they held that no per- 
fon, of whatever rank, ought to be exempted from 
the ordinary courfe of legal proceedings i but as for 
what is laid of their being againft -all degrees of 
1 honour or riches, it is utterly falle. 

The time for the general rendezvous being 
come, they who were of this party, to diftinguilh 
themlelves, appear’d every one with a paper in his 
hat, with thele words written upon it. The rights 
of England, and the confent of the people ; fignify- 
ing thereby, that their delign was to abolilh, not 
only monarchy, but alio the houfe of peers, and to 
eftablilh a pure democracy. This was what colo- 
nel Rainjborougb. one of their leaders, affifted by 
Eyre and Scot , went about foliciting from one re- , 
giment to another, ftirring up the foldiers againft 
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Fairfax, Cromwell , and the other general officers. 1647. 
But Cromwell was refolv’d to endeavour the fup- 
predion of this licence : For which purpole, being jF 11 '? * r * 
accompany’d with divers officers, he with, a won- by OwL 
derful brilknels and vivacity, rode up to one of th^ mil. 
raiments, which wore the diftinguilhing marks, 
and commanded them to take them out of their 
hats ; which they refufmg to do, he caus’d feveral 
of them to be feiz’d, and knock’d two or three of 
them on the head with his own hand; and then 
the others hearts failing, they fubmitted to him. 

He order’d one of thofe whom he had feiz’d to be 
fliot dead upon the place, and deliver’d the reft 
into the hands of the marfhal, and having difpers’d 
&e army to their quarters, wr6te an account of his 
proceedings to the parliament; who being very de- 
firous to have this fpirit quell’d in the army, re- 
turned him the thanks of the houfe. 

The levellers being thusfubdu’d, and the par- The par- 
liament and army being now pretty much of a tem- 0 g-jf Jj e 
per, ’twas agreed, that a perfbnal treaty lhould be treaty 
offerd to his majefty, on condition, that as a pledge with the 
of his future fincerity, he would forthwith grant 
his royal affent to four preliminary bills. The firft he” would 
of which was for inverting the militia in the two firft pafa 
houfes: The fecond, for revoking all proclamations four a£U. 
and declarations againft the parliament : The third, 
for making void of all fuch titles of honour, as had 
been conferred by his majefty, fince his leaving the 
parliament ; and that for the future, none lhould 
be granted to any perfon without confent of the 
parliament: And the fourth, that the houfes lhould 
have power to adjourn tbemlelves as they lhould 
think fit. The Scotch being not included in this 
treaty, their commifiloners lent a large declaration 
in very high language to the two houfes at Wcft- 
minfier , protefting againft the lending of the four 
bills, and prefling for a perfonal treaty with the 
king at London t . upon fuch propofitions as lhould 

be 

, t 
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1647. be agreed on by the advice and confent of the two 
kingdoms. But the parliament was to be aw'd 
only by the army ; and fo they order'd the printer 
of the Scotch declaration to be committed, and 
then fent them back an anfwer foil of reproof and 
contempt. 

Before we fee what reception the four bills met 
with from his majefty, let us obferve how matters 
pafs'd in the army Once the late rendezvous. Lud- 
low, as great an enemy to Cromwell as to the king, 
gives us the cleared account of the fudden turn erf" 
affairs there, which was to the great damage, and 
even the ruin of the king's ihtereft ; whom there- 
fore I fhall follow upon this occafion. 

A large He informs us, that colonel Hammond and Mr. 
acrount of jjh}f Urn ]j am had frequent conferences with the king. 
Jilts re- "who had made fach promifes to Hammond , that he 
concilia- exprefs’d his eameft define, that the army might 
relume their power, and rid themfelves of the agi- 
Ari, and tutors, whofe authority, he faid, he never lik'd, 
hisqalt- To this end he fent one Mr. Broughton, his chap- 
ting the Jain, to the army, to advife them to make ufe Of 
terell! **' dieir late fuccels againft the agitators *, and fooft 
after he eameftly prels’d the king to fend fom'e of 
thofe Who attended on him, to the army, with 
letters of compliment to Fairfax, and others of 
greater confidence to Cromwell and Ireton. He al- 
fo wrote to them himfelf, “ Conjuring them by 
“ their engagements, their honour and confidence, 
“ to come to a fpeedy agreement with the king, 
** and not to expofe themfelves to the fantaftick 
“ giddinefs of the agitators.” Sir John Berkley 
was appointed by the king, in purfuance of Ham- 
monds advice, to go over to the army *, who taking 
with him Mr. Henry Berkley his coufin, went over 
from the ifland with a pafs from the governour of 
Cowes. Being on his way towards the army, he 
met Mr. Traugbton, on his return, between Bag/hot 
and Windfor, who inform'd him, That he had no 
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good news to carry lack to his majefty , the army hav- 1647. 
ing enter'd into new resolutions concerning bis per/on, vx'V'V 
He had not gone much farther, before he was met 
by comet Joyce, who told him, “ That he was a- 

ftonilh’d at his defign of going to the army, for 
** that it had been debated amongft the agitators, 

“ whether, in juftification of themfelves, the king 
“ ihould be brought to a trial of which opinion 
he declared himfelf to be. Sir John however re- 
folv*d to go to the army, and being arriv’d at 
Windfor, went to the general’s quarters, where the 
officers of the army were aflembled. Being ad- * 

tnitted, he deliver’d his letters to the general, who 
receiving them, order’d him to withdraw. Having 
waked about half an hour, he was call’d in, when 
the general, with fome feverity in his looks, told 
him, That they were the parliaments army, and 
therefore could fay nothing to the king's motion about 
peace , hut muft refer thofe matters , and the king's 
letters to their confederation. Sir John then look’d 
upon Cromwell , ’lreton , and the reft of his acquain- 
tance ; but they laluted him very coldly, and (hew- 
ing him colonel Hammond's letter to them, fmil’d 
withdifdain upon it. 

Finding himfelf thus difappointed, Berkley 
went to his lodging ; where having (laid two hours 
without any company, he at laft order’d his fer- 
vant to go out, and fee if he could find any of his 
acquaintance. The fervant going out, met with 
one who was a general officer, who bid him tell 
his matter, that he would meet him in fuch a place 
at midnight. They being accordingly met, the 
officer acquainted Berkley in general, that he had 
no good news to tell him ; and then proceeding to 
particulars, faid, “ You know, that I and my 
“ friends engag’d ourfelves to you ; that we were 
** zealous for an agreement, and if the reft were 
“ not (o, we were abus’d : That fince the tumults 
“ in the army, w’e did miftruft Cromwell and lre~ 

F “ ton j 
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1647. “ ton » whereof I informed you. I come now to 
v/\^J “ tell you, that we miftruft neither, and that we 
“ are refolved, notwithftanding our engagement, 
“ to deftroy the king and his pofterity ; to which 
“ purpofe Ireton has made two proportions this 
“ afternoon •, one, that you foould be lent prifo- 
“ ner to London j the other, that none mould 
“ fpeak with you upon pain of death ; and I do 
“ now hazard my life by doing it. The way de- 
• “ fign’d to ruin his majefty, is to fend eight hun- 

“ dred of the moft difaffedted in the army to fe- 
“ cure his perfon, and then to bring him to a trial, 
“ and I dare think no farther. This will be done 
“ in ten days ; and therefore if the king can ef- 
* “ cape, let him do it as he loves his life.” 

Sir John being exceedingly troubled at this re- 
lation, ask’d his friend the reafon of this change, 
feeing the king had done all things in compliance with 
the army, and the officers were become fuperior ftnce 
the lafi rendezvous. Whereupon he gave him this 
account : “ That though one of the mutineers was 
“ foot to death, eleven more imprifon’d, and the 
** reft in appearance over-aw’d, yet they were fo 
“ far from being fo in reality, that two thirds of 
the army had been fince with Cromwell and Ire - 
“ ton, to let them know, that tho* they were 
“ fure to perifo in the enterprize, they would leave 
“ nothing unattempted to bring the whole army 
“ to their fenle ; and if all fail’d, they would make 
“a divifion in th£ army, and' unite with any who 
“ would affift them in the 'deftruftion of their 
“ oppofers. That Cromwell and Ireton reafon’d 
“ thus with themfelves. If the army divide, the 
“ greateft part will join with the Presbyterians, and 
“ will moft probably prevail to our ruin ; or we Jhall 
“ be obliged in fuch a manner Jo apply ourfelves to 
“ the king, as rather to beg thaffyffer any affiftance \ 
“ which if the king Jhall give, and be fo fortunate 
“ as to prevail \ if he Jhall then .pardon us, it will 
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“ be all we can exp'eft, and more than we can ajjiire 
ourfelves of: And thereupon concluded, That if 
they could not bring the army to their fenfe , ' it 
was beft to comply with them , a divifion being ut- 
terly deftrudlive to both In purfuance therefore 
^of this resolution, lieutenant-general Cromwell em- 
ploy’d all his thoughts and endeavours to make his 
peace with the party that was molt fet againft the 
king i pretending, as he knew well enough how 
to do on fudh occafions, That the glory of this world 
had fo dazzled bis eyes , that he could not difcern clear- 
ly the great works that the Lord was doing. He alfo 
ient comfortable meflages to the prifoners he had 
leiz*d at the late rendezvous, afjfuring them, that 
nothing fhould be done to their prejudice ; and by 
thefe and the like arts, he perfected his reconcilia- 
tion with the levelling party. 

Sir John Berkley returning to his lodging, dif- 
patch’d his coufin to the ifle of Wight with two 
letters ; one to colonel Hammond , giving a general 
account, and doubtful judgment of affairs in the 
army ; another in cypher, with a particular rela- 
tion of the conference he had with the foremen- 
tioned general officer, and a moft earneft fuppli- 
cation to his majefty, to think of nothing but his 
immediate efcape. The'next morning he fent co- 
lonel Cook to Cromwell , to acquaint him that he 
had letters and inftru&ions to him from the king : 
Blit Cromwell return’d him anfwer by the mefien- 
ger. That he durjl not fee him t it being very dange- 
rous to them both ; alluring him, that he would ferve 
the king as long as he could do it without his own 
ruin i but he defir’d, that it might not be expe£led t 
that be fhould perijh for his fake. 
v Thus we have feen the motives, that prevailed 
On this famous general to abandon the king’s in- 
tereft. And much the fame account Is given by 
Salmonet , who will not at all be fufpefted of being 
partial to Cromwell : So that if he hitherto a&ed 
Ft fincerely 
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1646. fincerely in his defign to ferve the king, as is moll 
probable, they, who charge him with having con- 
' trived his ruin from the beginning of the civil wars, 

afcribe to him more refined and more ambitious 
views than he really hadi He was indeed ambiti- 
ous enough, and was as good as any at the art of 
diffimulation : But certainly nothing hinders, but' 
a diflembler may fometimes be in earned: v and 
his ambition might be gratify’d by the private 
treaty, that was fuppofed to be carried on between 
him and the king, by ftipulating fuch honours and 
advancements for himfelf and family, as fuch a fer- 
vice ( viz. redoring the king to his throne) might 
reafonably lay claim to. 

Story of An d here I cannot omit another account, that is 
the king’s given by fome, of Cromwell’s falling off from the 
< Crmweft. king, ^ deferring his intereft. They tell us, 
that there was a report, that Cromwell made a pri- 
vate article with the king, That if his majejly 
dos’d with the army’s propofals , he Jhould be made 
earl of Eflex, knight of the garter, and firft captain 
of the horf e-guards j and Ireton was to be made lieu- 
tenant of Ireland: Other honours and employments 
were likewife dipulated for Cromwell’s family and 
friends. But the king was lb uxorious, that he 
would do nothing without the advice of his queen, 
who not liking the propofal, he lent her a letter 
to acquaint her. That though he ajfented to the ar - 
mfs propofals , yet if by fo doing he could procure 
peace , it would be eafier then to take off Cromwell, 
than now he was the head that govern’d the army. 
Cromwell , who had his fpics upon every motion of 
the king, intercepted this letter, and thereupon 
refolv’d neyer to truft the king more. This indeed 
is faid to have happen’d before the king left Hamp- 
ton- Court : For upon this they tell us, that Crorn- 
ivell fearing he could not manage his defigns, if 
the king were fo near the parliament and city as 
Hampton- Court, gave him private information, that 
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Oliver Cromwell, 

he was in no fafety there, by reafon of the hatred 
which the agitators bore him *, and that he wou’d 
be more fecure in the ifle of Wight. Hereupon the 
king, whilft the parliament and Scotch commiffio- 
ners were debating his anfwer to their propofitions, 
made his efcape from Hampton-Court ; as before 
related. 

I can lay nothing to the' truth of this ftory, but 
leave it to the reader to judge of it as he thinks fit. 
Only thus much I may oblerve, that F. Orleans 
fays, ’Twas believ’d in France , that the king had 
deceiv’d Cromwell *, though he makes this to be 
purely the eflfeft of Cromwell's artifice. And the 
lord Clarendon fpeaks of CromweWs complaining 
that the king could not be trufted, though he makes 
his whole carriage towards . his majefty to be no- 
thing but hypocrify and dillimulation, in order to 
bring about his own defigns. However, I lhall fet 
down, his words. AJhburnham and Berkley , fays he, 
receiv’d many advertifements (which was a little 
before the king’s efcape) from fome officers with 
whom they had molt convers’d, and who would 
have been glad that the king might have been re- 
ftor’d by the army, for the preferments, which they 
expetted might fall to their fhare. “ That Crom- 
“ well and Ireton refolv’d never to truft the king, 
“ or do any thing towards his reftoration.” And 
a little after, he fays. That Cromwell himfelf.ex- 
poftulated with Mr. AJhburnham , and complain’d, 
“ That the king could not be trufted, and that he 
“ had no affeftion or confidence in the army, but 
“ was jealous of them, and of all the officers •, that 
“ he had intrigues in the parliament, and treaties 
“ with the Prefbyterians of the city, to raife new 
<c troubles *, that he had concluded a treaty with 
“ the Scotch comrriiflloners to engage the nation a- 
“ gain in blood : And therefore he would not be 
anfwerable, if any thing fell out amils, and conr 
trary to expedfation.” 

F 3 AcRee- 
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Agreeable enough to this account is the re- 
lation given' by the author of the memoirs of the 
lord Broghill, of a difeourfe that pa 0 ed between 
the faid lord and Cromwell* whilft he was in Ire- 
land* in 1650, He informs us, that the lord 
Broghill being in difeourfe with Cromwell and Ire- 
ton, fell upon the fubjeft of the king’s death : 
Cromwell faid, If be [the king] bad followed bis own 
mind, and bad had truftyfervants about him * be bad 
fool'd them all : Adding, We bad once an inclina- 
tion to have come to terms with him * but fometbing 
that happened drew us off from it. The lord Brog- 
hill feeing they were both in a good humour, 
alk’d them. Why, if they were inclined to clofe 
with him, they had not done it ? Upon which Crom- 
well frankly told him, ‘The reafon of our inclination 
to come to terms with him, was, we found the Scots 
and Presbyterians began to be more powerful than 
we, and were jlrenuoujly endeavouring to Jtrike up an 
agreement with tbe king, and leave us in the lurch •, 
wherefore we thought to prevent them by offering more 
reafonable conditions : But while we were bufied with 
thefe thoughts, there came a letter to us from one of 
our fpies, who was of the king's bed- chamber, ac- 
quainting us, that our final doom was decreed that 
day : What it was he could not tell, but a letter was 
gone to tbe queen with the contents of it* which let-' 
ter, was fewed up in tbe skirt of a faddl and tbe 
bearer of it would come with the faddle - upon bis 
bead about ten o'clock the following night to tbe 
Blue-Boar-Inn in Holborn, where he was to take 
borfe for Dover. The meffenger knew nothing of tbe 
letter in the faddle, but fome one in Dover did. We 
were then at Windfor •* and immediately upon tbe re- 
ceipt of tbe letter from our fpy, I reton and I refolved 
to -take a trufiy fellow with us, and in troopers ha- 
bits to go to the inn ; which accordingly we did , and 
fet our man at the gate of the inn to watch. The . 
gate was find , but the wicket open , and oiir man 
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ft aid to give us notice when any one came with a /ad- 
dle upon bis bead. Ireton and I fat in a box near 
the wicket , and call’d for a cam of beer, and then an- 
other , drinking in that difguife till ten o'clock , when 
our centinelgave us notice that the man with the f addle 
was come ; upon which we immediately roje ; and 
when the man was leading out his borfe /addled, we 
tame up to him with our f words drawn, and told 
him we were to fearch all who went in and out there ; 
hut as be looVd like an boneft fellow, we would only 
fearch bis /addle ; which we did, and found the let- 
ter we look’d for ; and opening it, read the contents, 
in which the king acquainted the queen, he was now 
courted by both the factions, the Scotch Presbyteri- 
ans and the army'; that which of them bid faireft 
for him (hould have him; that he thought he 
fhou’d clofe (boner with the Scots than the other. 
Upon which we fpeeded to Windfor, and finding we 
were not likely to have any tolerable terms from the 
king, we immediately refohfd to ruin him. 

For a conclufion, I (hall fet down what Dr. 
Wellwood, in his memoirs, fays, concerning this 
matter. “ As every thing, fays he, did contri- 
“ bute to the fall of king Charles I. fo did every 
“ thing contribute to the rife of Cromwell: And 
“ as there was no defign at firft againft the king’s 
“ life, lb it is probable that Cromwell had no 
“ thoughts, for a long time, of ever arriving at 
“ what he afterwards was. It is known, he was 
“ once in treaty with the king, after the army had 
“ carried his majefty away from Holmby-houfie, to 
“ have reftored him to the throne ; which probar 
“ bly he would have done, if the (ecret had not 
“ been like to take vent, by the indifcretion of 
“ Come about the king ; which pulh’d Cromwell 
“ on to prevent his own, by the ruin of the king.” 

However it was (’’for thele things muft ftill're- 
main under fome confufion) it is certain, as the 
lord Clarendon obferves, that a few days after the 

F 4 king’s 
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1647. king’s departure from Hampton- Court r and after it 
was known he was in the ifle of Wight, there was 
Meeting a meet i n g c f the general officers of the army at 
at iVind/or kVindfor (very probably the lame which Ludlow 
refolve to mentions, into which Sir John Berkley was admit- 
have the ted) where Cromwell and, Ireton were 'prelent, to 
fecuted° confider what fhould now be done with the king : 

And ’twas refolved, 'That be fhould be profecuted ■ 
for bis life as a criminal perfon. This refolution, 
however, was a great fecret, whereof the parlia- 
ment had not the leaft notice or fufpicion ; but 
was, as it had been, to be led on by degrees to do 
what it had never defigned. 

The par- The parliament’s commiflioners being arrived 
fouTbills * n t ^ ie kFigbty prefented the four prelimina- 
prefented *7 hills with the propofitions on them to his ma- 
to him. jelly *, and the next day the Scotch commiffioners 
waited on the king,' and entered their proteftation 
to this purpofe, “ That they had endeavoured all 
“ ways and means with the parliament of Eng~ 

“ land, for furthering a happy peace but hav- 
“ ing feen the propofitions and bills brought to . 

“ his rnajefty, which they apprehended prejudi- 
“ rial to religion, the crown, and the union be- 
“ tween the two kingdoms ; they therefore, in 
** the name of the kingdom of Scotland, declared 
f ‘ their diflent.’’ The king having no mind to 
pals the four bills, and guelhng what might thence 
enfue, began to think of making his efcape. And { 
general Fairfax lent a letter to the houfe of com- . N 
mons to acquaint them, that there had been lome ‘ ^ 
meeting in the ifle of Wight , with an intention to 
relcue the king ; for which realbn he had lent or- 
ders to the governor, to have a ftridl guard upon 
his majefty’s perfon. Whereupon the parliament 
agreed, that his excellency be required to take fpc- 
cial care, for fecuring the king’s perfon in the ca- 
ftle of Carijbrook , and that Hammond fhould obey ' • 
his farther orders and directions, 

Th« 
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k The commiffioners of the parliament were by 1647. 

this time come back with the king’s anfwer, which 
® imported, That be bad refus'd to pafs the bills, or ^ s fu<ic * 
la' to make a compofure in that way j but bad barely of- Jhem.* 
a fefd a perfonal treaty. Upon this there followed 
*: a long debate in the hoi\fe, and many fevere and 

ic bitter fpeeches were made agaihft the king. A- 

iii mong the reft, Cromwell declar’d, “ That the 

“ king was a man of great parts and great un- 
it! “ derftandingj but withal fo great a diffembler, 

,! “ and fo falfe a man, that he yras not to be truft- 

Hi “ ed.” And thereupon he rehearfed feveral parti- 

culars whilft he was in the army : That the king 
® wifhed fuch and fucb things might be done ; which 

us being done to gratify him, he was difpleafed , and 

;i complained of it : That whilft be profeffed with all 

% folemnity , that he referred himfelf wholly to the par- 

s liament , and depended only on their wifdom and 

j|i counfel , for fettling and compoftng the diftrattions of 

[1 the kingdom , be at the fame time bad fecret treaties 

if with the Scotch commiffioners , how he might embroil 

1, the nation in a neiv war , and deftroy the parliament? 

a Concluding, “That they might trouble them-, 

k ** felves no further with lending meffages or farther 

j “ propofitions to the king, but that they might 

« “ enter upon thofe couniels, which were neceffa- 

j “ ry towards the fettlement of the kingdom, with- 

t “ out having farther recourfe to him.” Thofe of 

j his party feconded this motion with new reproaches 

j upon the perfon of the king*, and after feveral 

j days fpent in pailionate debates on this matter, the 

t houfe of commons voted, Fir ft, “ That they will 

( . “ make no farther applications or addreffes to the 

s “ king. Secondly , That no addreffes or applica- *othe 

tions be made to the king by any perfon what- king, 
foever, without leave from the parliament. ■ 
thirdly. That they will receive to more mef- 
fages horn the king ; and that no perfon do 
prefume to bring any meflage from him to the 

“ parlia- 
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“ parliament, or any other perfon. Fourthly , 
“ That the perfon or perions who (hall make 
“ breach of thefe orders, (hall incur the penalty of 
“ high treafon.” And to thefe votes the lords 
foon after agreed. 

Some give a larger account of the (peeches of 
Cromwell and lreton in this grand ^debate. They 
fay, that lreton was the firft that fpake with warmth, 
and that Cromwell feconded him t and that from 
the king’s refufing to figti the four adts, they in- 
ferr’d, “ That he had fufHciently declared himfelf 
“ for arbitrary government:” and alledged, 
“ That he was no longer the protestor, but the 
“ tyrant of his people*, and confequently, that 
“ they were no longer his fubjedb, and that they 
** ought to govern without him *, . that their long 
“ patience had avail’d nothing ; and that it was 

expected from their zeal to their country, that 
** they lhould take fuch relolurions, as were wor- 
“ thy of an alfembly with whom the nation had 
“ entrufted their fafety.” They add, that as thefe 
two perfons were not only members of the houfe, 
but alfo chiefs in the army ; after' they had firft 
fpoken under the former charadfcer, they fpake a- 
gain in the other, to this effect : That they were 
well perfuaded of the parliament* s good intentions., 
and wfre ajfured , that without fuffering themfelves 
to he amujed any longer , they would defend the na- 
tion by thir own proper authority , and by the courage 
of thofe valiant men , that were enrolled under their 
banners , who by their mouths gave them affurances of 
their fidelity, which nothing could /hake. But have 
a care, laid they, that you do not give the army , 
who facrifce themfelves for the liberty of the nation , 
any grounds to fufpcft you of betraying them •» and 
don’t oblige them to look for their own fafety , and 
that of the nation , in their own Jlrengtb , which 
they defire to owe to nothing , but to the Jleadinefs and 
vigour of your rrfolutions. This was a bold Ipeech, 
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Oliver Cromwell. 

if true ; and ’tis farther laid, that Cromwell , at the 1647. 
conclufion of it, dapt his hand upon his fword. s/W 
Thus the parliament and 'army were united a- 
gainft the king ; and now colonel Rainjhorougb, 
one of the chief of the levellers, was appointed 
admiral of the fleet ; and two or three members 
of the houfe of commons of that party were lent 
down to the head quarters at Windfor , with orders 
to difcharge from cuftody captain Reynolds , and 
fome others, who had been imprifoned by the offi- 
cers of the army, for endeavouring to effeft that 
which they themfelves were now doing ; and to 
exhort the officers to ufe their utmoft endeavours 
towards a fpeedy fettlement. , 

But notwithftanding this conjundion of the 164C- 
parliament and army, they could not enjoy their DifcoiPw. 
power and authority without great difturbance and * t ” 
oppofition. The votes of non-addrefs had ex- thepeople. 
ceedingly enrag’d the Prefbyterians as well as the 
royal party ; and the people in general began to 
be very uneafy and difcoritented. Taxes and im- 
pofitions were continually increafed, and became 
almoft an infupportabje burden to the nation, and 
yet there was no likelihood of coming to a fettle- 
ment for the eafe of thefe grievances ; aid mod 
believed there would never be any till \he king 
was reftor’d. Upon this, the people in ma iy parts 
of the kingdom began to exert themfelvq in the 
behalf of their fovereign, who, however clofely 
confined in the ifle of Wight, Hill held a correfpon- 
■ dence in England, and had intelligence from thence. 

Several petitions were brought to the parliament by 
great numbers of people, in a tumultuous manner, 
for a perfonal treaty with the king ; of which the 
chief were thife of Surry , E{fex and Kent : And in 
many places, the people began to think of taking 
up arms for compaiffing thefe defigr*;. Befides, the 
Scots , purfuant to their treaty with the king, were 
felting all poffible preparations for raffing an ar- 

• my* 
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1 64S. my; wherein the Prefbyterians and Cavaliers join’d, 
tho’ with different views ; and the Prefbyterians in 
England , difcours’d freely of great hopes from the 
other kingdom. Thus, the dark clouds began to 
gather apace, and in a Ihort time a fecond civil 
war infefted the whole nation. 

Cromwell's In the mean time, as Ludlow tells us, lieutenant- 
manage- general Cromwell procur’d a meeting of feveral 
thereupon i ea di°S men Prefbyterian and Independanc 

■ ‘ parties, both members of parliament and minifters, 
at a dinner in tVeJlminJler , in order to promote a re- 
conciliation between the two interefts: But he found 
it a work too hard for him to heal the differences 
and animofities of thefe two prevailing parties, one 
of which would endure no fuperior, the other no 
equal ; fo that this meeting came to nothing. 
He con- AnotheR conference was by his contrivance 
conference ^d * n King-Jlreet , between thofe call’d the gran- 
between dees of the houfe and army, and the common- 
the gran- wealth’s-men ; in which the grandees, of whom 
dees and Cromwell was the head, deliver’d themfelves with 
wealth’s-* f° me uncertainty, and would not declare their o- 
roen. pinions either for a monarchical, ariftocratical or 
democratical government, maintaining that any of 
them might be good in themfelves, or for the na- 
tion, according as providence fhould direft : Whilft 
the commonwealth’s-men would have it, that mo- 
niirchy was neither good in itfelf, nor for the na- 
tion, and us’d feveral arguments to confirm their 
opinion, recommending at the fame time the efta- 
blilhment of an equal commonwealth ; notwith- 
'ftanding which the lieutenant-general profefs’d him- 
felf for the prefent to be unrefolv’d; and the next 
day paffing by Ludlow in the houfe, he told him, 
That be was indeed convinc'd of the defireablenefs of 
what was propos'd, but not of the feafiblenefs of it. 

He court* C ROM E LL, however, in thefe times of 
mon- 0ia * "difficulty and danger, thought fit to court the corn- 
wealth ’ monwealth party, and to that end invited fome of 

party- . 1 ’ them 
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Oliver Cromwell. 77/ 

them to confer with him at his chamber. The next 1 64 SL 
time he came to the houfe of commons, he inform’d. sJr\r>J : 
Ludlow of it, who freely told him. That be knew, 
bow to cajole and give them good words., when he bad 
occafton to make ufe of them. Whereupon with lome . 
paffion he faid. They were a proud fort of people, and 
only conftderdble in their own conceits:" At another 
time he complain’d to Ludlow, as they were walk- 
ing in the Palace-yard, of the unhappinefs of his con- 
dition, having made the great eft part of the nation his 
enemies, by adhering to a juft caufe : But his greateft 
trouble he faid was, 'that many who were-engag'd 
in the fame caufe with him, had entertain'd a jea- 
loufy and fufpicion of him ; which he affirm'd to be a 
great difeouragement to him. This Ihews, that not- 
withftanding his late reconciliation With thofe call’d 
Levellers, they ftill fufpeCted he was not true to their 
caufe ; and yet, that he found himfelf under a ne- 
ceflity of keeping as fair with them as poffible. 

Tumults and infurrettions ftill increafing, and 
all things feeming to threaten a new war, Crom- 
well thought it likewife neceflary to preferve a good . . 
underftanding between the parliament and army. 

He therefore got the general to write to the houfe 
of lords, to allure them of the army’s fubmiffion, 
and that they would aCt nothing but in concert with 
the two houfes, and by their order. 'Being likewife 
afraid of the city, he propos’d in the houfe of com- 
mons to unite the interefts of the parliament, the 
city, and the army, and to make them (as he faid) 
invincible, by making them infeparable. So a He endea- 
treaty was let on foot, in which indeed the army voure a 
was not mention’d, only that the two regiments 
that hac come into the city upon fome difturbance pj””. e 
there, ftiould be withdrawn ; but the treaty only ment, ar- 
mention’d the two houfes, and the city : And this my* antl 
conjunction was fufficient for Cromwell at prefent ; Cit ^‘ 
for he thereby prevented the union which the city 
was upon the point of concluding with the Scotch 

royal ills j 
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1648. royalifts ; and befidfcs, the power which the army 
WV's* had in the houfe, was at this time fufficient to fe- 
cure the city to them. But let us now fee, how the 
fecond civil war was manag'd, and the great fhare 
of fuccefs our lieutenant-general had therein. 

Chap. VIII. 

He fecond civil war , and Cromwell’s aftiom 
in it. , 


Thebe- HTHE firft that a&ually took up arms, were 
ginning of the Weljh ; and this they did under the con- 

t ‘?i/war d ma j° r *g cnera l Laugborn , colonel Payer and 

colonel Powely who had all three been formerly 
very zealous in a&ing on the parliament's fide ; 
but being now to be difbanded by order of the 
council of war, they refus’d to obey, and the bet- 
ter to fecure themfelves, declar'd for the king, and 
afted by commiffion and powers from the prince 
of Wales. Manr-general Stradling , and other 
royalifts, joining with Laugborn , he foon had 
the appearance of a confiderable army, which very 
fhortly enabled .him to poflefc himfelf of the town 
and caftles of Pembroke and 7'enby, at which time 
Cbepftow Caftle was likewife furpriz’d by Sir Ni- 
cholas Kemijh. The preparations in Kent for a war 
were not lefs formidable ; for great numbers in that 
country rendezvoufmg near Rocbefter, they chofe 
Goring e^rl of Norwich , who was then with them, 
for their general ; and they foon receiv’d a confi- 
derable addition to their ftrength, by great num- 
bers of apprentices and reform’d officers and fol- 
, diers daily flocking from "London to their quarters ; 
which fo frighted the two houfes, that they pre- 
fently reftor*d to the city their militia ; and Skippon 
being re-admitted to the command of their forces. 


they interrupted the communication with Kent, by 
placing guards upon the paflages of the river. The 

increafe 
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increafe of the Kenti/h forces fo animated the 1648. 
feamen, that a confiderable part of the navy, 

■with captain Batten, fometime vice-admiral to 
the earl of Warwick, revolted from the parlia- 
ment, and put thcmfelves under the power of 
. -prince Charles. But the fierceft ftorm was threat- 
ned from the preparations in the North, where Sir 
Marmaduke Longdate , and others of the king’s 
party, having furpriz'd the ftrong town of Berwick , 
and Sir Philip Mujgrave , and Sir ’Thomas Glembam , 
that of Carlijle , had rais’d a confiderable body to 
join with die Scots, who were now' about to enter ’ 

England with a powerful army. Befides this, the 
earl of Holland, with the duke of Buckingham, the 
lord Francis his brother, the earl of Peterborough , 
and fome other perfons of quality, having form’d a 
party of about five hundred horfe with fome foot, 
for his majefty’s fervice, appear’d with them near 
King/ton , and declar’d againft the parliament. Se- 
veral caftles were feiz’d and declar’d for the king ; 
and among the reft Pomfret was artfully, furpriz’d 
by major Morrice : And there was fcarce a county 
in England, where there was not fome affociation 
forming to appear in arms for the king. 

These vigorous preparations for a war became Proceed- 
very formidable to thole at Weftminfter ; who here- ing . s . of the 
upon appointed a committee of fafety for the com- [hereupon. 
' monwealth, which daily fat a t Derby- houfe, and 
confided of twenty perfons, viz. fcven lords, and 
thirteen of the houfe of commons, of whom lieute- 
nant-general Cromivell was one. This committee 
had power given them to fupprefs all tumults and 
infurredtions, and for that end to raife forces as 
they faw occafion. And then for the more fpeedy 
fupprefiion,of the feveral infurre&ions, the army 
was divided, and fmall parties fent to thofe places 
where the royalifts were weakeft. Fairfax , Lambert 
and Cromwell commanded the reft, every one march- 
. ing a feveral \ny , Fairfax into Kent, Lambert into 

the 
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1 648. the north, and Cromwell into Wales, who was aftef- 
vvy wards to march into the north and join Lambert. 
farAaio* 1 * The earl of Holland and duke of Buckingham 
queU'd. 0118 V rerc lo° n defeated by a patty of horfe and foot that 
• was fent after them, under the command of Sir 
Michael, Live fey. The earl was taken prifoner ; 
the duke, after lofing his brother, the lord Francis, 
narrowly efcap’d, and went over to France. The 
earl of Warwick , with the fleet equipped for him 
by the parliament, fell down the river towards 
prince Charles , who with the revolted Ihips had 
block’d up the mouth.of the ‘Thames , where he lay 
fome time in expe&ation, prefuming that the earl 
would not light him, and might perhaps come over 
to him: But perceiving, by the manner of his ap- 
proach, that he was miftaken in that particular, he 
thought fit to make all the fail he could for the coaft 
of Holland. The cattles of Deal and Sandwich were 
reduc’d by colonel Rich ; and many of the revok- 
ed fhips not finding things according to their ex- 
pectation, return’d to the obedience of the parlia- 
ment. In the mean time general Fairfax routed 
the Kentifh royalifts at Maidfone , and drove the 
lord Goring with his men into EJfex ; where, tho* 
join’d by the lord Cupel, Sit Charles Lucas , Sir 
George Life, and others, Fairfax forc’d them to 
Ihut themfclves up in Colcbefter, where he befieg’d 
them, and lay before the place a long time •, but. 
having compell’d them at laft to furrender upon fuch 
conditions as he would allow them, Sir Charles Lu- 
cas and Sir George Life were lhot to death by fen- 
tence of the council of war, and the lords Goring 
and Cupel, were lent prifoners to Windfor-Caflle. 
But patting by thefe things, as not lo immediately 
concerning our prelent defign, let us fee what fhare 
of glory lieutenant-general Cromwell acquir’d by 
bis fuccefles in this war. - 

His bufinels, as before hinted, was to reduce the 
king’s party in Wales. In order to effect this, he 

fent 
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lent colonel Horton thither before him, with about 1648. 
three thoufand horie, foot, and dragoons, he him- 
felf foUowing with as many forces as could be fpared 
from the army. Being within three or four days i„to Wales, 
march of the colonel, he received information, that difpatehe* 
Laughorn with an army of near eight, thoufand, Horn* be- 
had engag’d him at St. Fagotfs inGlamorganJhire j fore filsa * 
that upon the firft charge his forces gave ground ; 
but afterwards refletfling on the danger they were 
in, the country being full of enemies, they charged 
the van of the royalifts, where the beft of Laug- 
hortfs men were, with fuch fury and refolution, 
that they obliged them to give way ; which thofe my. 
in the rear, being moftly new-rais’d men, perceiv- 
ing, they began to fhift for themfelves,: Upon 
which Hortort s menprofecuted their advantage with 
fo much vigour and fuccefs, that the whole body 
of their enemies was foon routed, fifteen hundred 
L~in, and near three thoufand taken prifoners.' 

Upon this Cromwell haftens to join him ; and in Cromwe/l 
his march comes before. Cbepftow , where they drew befieges 
out fome forces againfl him : But colonel Pride's Cbepftow* 
men fell on fo furioufly that they gain’d the town, 
and beat the foldiers into the caftle ; which being 
ftrongly fortify’d, and well provided, Cromwett'fe nt 
to Brijlol for fome great guns, and haflening into 
Pembrokejhire , left colonel Ewer to profecute the 
fiege •, who having made a breach on the 25th of 
May, refolutely attack’d ,and carried thfe caftle fword 
in hand ; Sir Nicholas Kemijh , who commanded 
there, being flain, and an hondred and twenty ta- 
ken prifoners. 

CROMWELL being arrived in Pembroke/hire, storms 
firft ordered the ftorming of ‘Tenby with colonel Tenby, . 
Overton's regiment, and part of Sir W. Conftable's, 
commanded by Keutenant-colonel Read ; and fo 
after feveral furious aflaults, the town firft, and 
then the caftle furrendered upon mercy. 

G LAUG- 
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1648. LAUGHORN and Towel , after their defeat by 
colonel Horton , efcap’d to Pembroke which Payer 
kept for them. Here they thought themfel \nes 
t/w/and when Cromwell appearing, befiegM them 

cattle. himfelf in perfon in that place : But that dreadful . 
name did' not fo difeourage them, but that being 
fully perfuaded that the flopping of that general 
' would be as good as a victory, when the parlia- 
ment had fo much work on their hands elfewhere, 
they refolved to ftand out, and defended them- 
felves long enough to have wearied out almofl any 
other man, as little us’d to be baffled as Cromwell. 
On the cohtrary, the rumour of the Scotch invafion 
daily inercafing, animated the lieutenant-general to 
employ all his (kill and vigour for the redu&ion of 
this important place. The garrifon within, as has 
been faid, was ftrong and refolute, and the place 
well fortify*d, which however he was refolved to 
attempt by ftorm *, and falling on with lingular 
courage, met with gallant refiftance : After which* 
not thinking it advHeable to expofe his men to new 
hazards, he determined to gain that by famine, 
which could not fo well be effected by force. And 
this he was the rather induc’d to do, for that he 
had certain intelligence of the fmall quantity of pro- 
vifions they had in the town and caftle ; and then, 
divifions began to arife amongft them, which at 
length grew to that height, that the foldiers were 
ready to mutiny againft their commanders ; crying 
out. We Jhall he Jiarved for two or three mens plea- 
fares, better it were that we Jhould throw them over 
the walls. - Accordingly, Cromwell order’d ftridfc 
guard to be kept in his trenches, to keep them 
from running out ; which order being well obferv’d, 
they were compell’d at length to defire a parley, 
and on the nth of July furrender’d the town and 
caftle to him upon articles. Laughorn , Payer , and 
Towel, and fome other officers, furrender’d them- 
felves prifoners at mercy. Sir Charles Kemtfh , 
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Sit- Henry Smelling, and about ten more officers artd 1 648. 
gentlemen* wire Co depart the kingdom within fix y/v^ 
Weeks, and not to return lit two years 1 and. all the 
reft t6 hare liberty to go to their homes, and not 
to be plunder'd. The fitk and Wounded were to 
be taken care of 1 the townsmen not to be plun- 
der’d, but to enjoy their liberty as formerly ; and 
together with the town and cttftle, the arms, am- 
munition and proviflons were to be deliver’d up to 
lieutenant-general Ctmtuoill, for the Ufe of the par- 
liament. Ldugbefn, Payer, and Powel were after- 
wards condemn’d by fentence of a court-martial 5 
but having the favour to draw lots which of them 
fhouiddie, the other two to bfc fpar*d, the lot fell 
upon colonel Payer, who was accordingly foot to 
death in CoVeM-Carden. 

A So Itt the time that Pembroke Was reduc’d , d uke Th e Setts 
Hamilton enter’d England with an army of about invade 
twenty thouland Seals, Who Wert farther ftrength- England , 
erfd by the acceffion Of about five' thouland Eng- 
lifh, Under the command of Sir Mdrmaduke Ldng- 
dalt. Scotland Was at this time divided into two 
parties, very violent in their Oppofltiori one to the 
other *, the rigid PrefByterians, Who fo ador’d the 
Covenant, in the ftriiteft fenfe of the letter, that 
they would not depart from the moll rigid claufe 
in it, and were utterly againft having any thing to 
do with the Cavaliers in this expedition j and thefe 
were headed by the marcjuls of Argyle : And the 
Hamiltonian party, who were in effeft for reftoring 
the king without any terms, tho’ at the fame time, 
in order to the more eafy cotnpaffing of their de- 
ligns, they pretended a great veneration for the 
feme Covenant. Now, tho* the former was a 
ftrong party, arid their number; vefy great •, yet the 
others had manag’d fo dexteroufly in getting fuch 
elections of members for the parliament, as might 
. enable them fo Carry their point, that when it 
came to a trial in that aflembly, the anti-covenan* 
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tcrs carry’d all before them ;fb that inftead of the 
marquis of Argyle, the duke of Hamilton , who 
was the chief of this latter party, was appointed 
general of their army, all the inferior officers being 
of the fame mould and principle;, infomuch that 
the pulpits, which before had proclaimed this war, 
now aceompany’d the army that was marching in- 
to England , with their curies. 

The houfeof commons receiving intelligence 
that the Scots had inyaded England , declar'd them 
to be enemies, and order’d lieutenant-general Crom- 
well to advance towards them, and fight them. 
Accordingly, having compleated the reduction of 
Wales , Cromwell march’d towards the North with 
all his power ; and fent to major-general Lambert , 
defiring him not to engage with the Scots., till he 
came up to him and join’d him. Lambert there- 
fore fkilfully endeavour’d, rather to harrafs the 
Scotch army than to fight it ; and chofe rather to 
let them advance, that they might have the longer 
way to retreat home ; and he found his talk with 
them much the eafier, by reafon of their feverat 
unfeafonable halts, by which means the army was 
daily diminifh'd, and often feparated to their great 
difadvantage ; all which was owing either to dark 
defigns in the army, divifions, or weak manage- 
ment. 

Whilst Cromwell was on his march northwards, 
a charge of high-treafon was fram’d againft him by 
major Huntingdon before-mention’d, with the ad- 
vice of fome members of both houfes, for en- 
deavouring, by betraying the king, parliament, 
and army, to advance himfelf. fyit it being mani- 
feft, as Ludlow oblerves, that the preferring fuch 
an accufation at that time, was chiefly defign’d to 
take him off from his command, and thereby to 
weaken the army, that their enemies might the 
more eafily prevail againft them ; the parliament 
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thought it moft advifeable to difcountenance any 
thing of that nature. 

To proceed : Cromwell having join'd Lambert , 
both armies met on the 1 7th of Auguft , near Prefton 
in Lancajhire. The Engli/h in the Scotch army had 
the honour of the van, and for a time # engag’d Own- 
well's men with much bravery *, but were at laft fo 
• vigoroufly prefs’d upon by them, that they were 
forc'd to retreat to a pals, which they endeavour'd 
to maintain, whilft they lent to the duke For fuc- 
cour ; which he not fending, they began to Ihift 
for themfelves j tho' Longdate afterwards declar’d, 
That if one tboufand foot had been fent to him, he ve- 
rily believed he fhould have gained the day ; and Crom- 
well himfelf acknowledg'd. That be never faw foot 
fight fo defperately at they did. The Scots perceiv- 
ing foe diforder their Engli/h friends were put into, 
it made fuch an imprelfion upon them, that they 
foon followed their ekample, retreating in* a difor- 
derly manner*, but' were fo clofely purfu’d by 
Cromwell, that many of their foot threw down their 
arms, and yielded themfelves prifoners, and many 
were (lain. Several principal officers of their foot 
were likewifc taken, with all their artillery, am- 
munition and baggage. Many of their horfe fled 
towards Laneafter , and were purfu’d near ten miles 
with great execution. 

The duke march'd away in the night, with a - 
bout eight foouland foot, and four thoufand horfe *, 
and Cromwell follow’d him with about three thou- 
fand foot, and two thoufand five hundred horfe and 
dragoons, killing and taking feveral in the way ; 
but by the time foe reft of his army was come up, 
the duke recover’d Wiggan , before they could at- 
tempt any thing upon them. All that night they 
lay in the field dirty and weary, and had fome 
fkirmifhing with foe enemy, who the next morn- 
ing march'd towards Warrington , and made a ftand 
at a pafs, which for many hours was difputed with 
G 3 great 
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1648. great refolution pn both fide? : But at length Crm? 
well beat them from their (landing, kill’d about 
one thpyfend of them, and took abopt two 
thoufend prifoners. He purfu’d them home to 
Warrington town, where they poflefe’d them- 
felves of the bridge .; but Cromwell coming thither, 
lieutenant-general fiaffiry defired to capitulate, and 
had no other terms given him than, That htfhould 
furrevder bimfelf and all bis officers and fddiers pri- 
foners of war, with all bis arm, ammunition, Sec, 
Which was accordingly done ; and here were taken 
four thoufand compleat arms and as many prifoners, 
and the duke’s infantry was totally ruin’d ; who, 
with his remaining horfe march’d towards Nant- 
wteh, where the gentlemen of the country took a- 
bout five hundred of them, and kill’d fcyeral ; 
and Cromwell fent poft to the lord Grey , Sir H. 
Cbolmley, and Sir fid. Roade, to gather all toge- 
ther with fpeed for the purfuit of the enemy- And 
fo duke Hamilton being prefs’d upon by the coun- 
try, fled at laft to Uxeler in Staffordf»r e » where, 
, with about three thop&nd horfe which he had with 

, him, he was taken, and fent prifoncr to Windfer- 
Caftle. Thus the whole , Stotcb army, which had 
occafion’d fo much terror, was routed and defeat- 
ed ; and what is moll remarkable, is, that all this 
great victory was obtained by Cromwell, with an 
army amounting to fcarce above a third part of the 
Scots in number, if they had been all together ; 
the conduit of this general, and the gooonefs of 
his troops, making amends for the fimllqefa of the 
number, which was not dimini(h ? d half a hundred 
in gaining this vilfcory, after the under hang- 
dale had been beaten. And though indeed the cir- 
cumllances of this victory are yarjoufly related by 
hiftorians, yet all agree in attributing the honour 
of it to Cromwell. All the enemy’*s cannon and 
baggage was taken, with their colours ; and only 
fome of their horfe, which had been quarter’d mod 
backward, made hade to carry news to their coun- 
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try, of the ill fuceefcof their arms. They who did 1648. 
not take the way for Scotland , were, for the moft 
part, taken by the a&ivity of foe country or the 
horfe that purfu’d them. And Sir Marmaduke 
Longdate, after he had made his way with ibme of 
his men, who continu'd with him till they found 
it fafeft to difperfe foemfelves, was difcover’d •, and . . 
being taken prifoner was convey’d to the cafile of 
Nottingham , foam whence afterwards he had the 
good fortune to efcape. 

LiEuriNANT-general Cromwell having thus M arc i, es 
defeated the Scots under duke Hamilton , refolv’d again it 
to profecute the advantage, by marching with all Menm. 
poffibie fpeed againft Monroe , who was come into 
England, a$ a referve to foe duke, with above fix 
thoufand horfe and foot, and had march'd almoft 
to the borders of Lancajhire : But having notice 
given him, that Cromwell was advancing towards 
him, and not thinking he fhould be able to hand 
before him, who but juft before had defeated an 
army fo much exceeding his own, he made what 
hafte he could back into Scotland. 

CROMWELL having thus rid the whole na- 
tion in general of a great fear, and eas’d the North 
in particular of that grievous burden they groan’d 
under, by the plunder and oppreffion of the Scotch 
army, refolv'd to profecute his victory to the ut- 
moft, by entering into Scotland itfelf, that he might 
effectually root out there whatever threatned any 
further duturbance. It was generally believ’d, that 
the marquis of Argyle earncftly invited him to this 
progrefe ; few notwithftanding duke Hamilton's de- 
feat,. his brother foe earl of Lanrick (till bore all 
the fway in foe committee of parliament, as well as 
in foe council ; and the troops which Monroe had 
rais'd for foe recruit of the duke’s army, were {till 
together, winch the few forces rais’d by Argyle 
were not fufficient to oppofe. However, if’ he did 
UQt invite Cromwell, *tis certain he was very glad of 
G 4 his 
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his coming, and made all pofiible hafte to bid him 
welcome at his entrance into the kingdom. 

CROMWELL with his victorious army con- 
tinuing his march towards Scotland, in his way 
reduced Carlifle and Berwick to their former obe- 
dience, both being deliver'd up to him on com- 
pofition. Being juft ready to enter that kingdom, 
he drew his army to a rendezvous on die banks of 
the 'Tweed, and order’d a proclamation to be made 
at the head of evety regiment, that none of them 
ihould force from the Scotch people any of their 
cattle or goods, upon pain of death ; but that in 
all things they Ihould behave themfelves civilly in 
their march and quarters, giving no oflence to 
any. As he enter’d Scotland , he declar’d, “ That 
“ he cafne with his army to free the kingdom from 
“ a force, which it was under from malignant men, . 
“ who had forc’d the nation to break the friend- 
“ fhip with their brethren of England who had 
been fo faithful to them : That it having pleas’d 
God to defeat- the army under duke Hamilton , 
who endeavour’d to engage the nation in each 
other’s blood, he was come thither to prevent 
“ any further mifchief, and to remove thole from 
** authority who had ufed their power fo ill ; and 
“ that he hop’d he IJiould in very few days return 
“ with an aflfurance of the brotherly affe&ion of 
“ that kingdom to the parliament of England, 
“ which did not defire in any degree to invade 
“ their liberties, of infringe their privileges.’’ Up- 
on this the earl of Lanrick, and all the Hamiltonian 
party withdrew from Edinburgh ; and they who 
continu’d there were relblv’d to comply with Ar- 
gyle , who’they now faw could protect them.- 
CROMWELL march’d diredtly for Edin- 
burgh, and in his way was met by many of the 
Scotch nobility and gentry from the committee of 
eftates, with congratulatory orations in honour of 
his worthy achievements ■, acknowledging that his 
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prefence would conduce much to the compofing of 1 648. 
the diftraftions of the kingdom. Being thus con- y'V'o 
duftedto Edinburgh by the marquis of Argyle , and Hisrecep. 
the- reft that came to meet him, he was receiv’d twn 1 eft 
there with all the folemnity and refpeCt due to the 
deliverer of their country. His army was quar- 
ter’d about, and fupply’d with all provifions the. 
country could afford \ and himfelf was lodg’d in 
the earl of Murrey's houfe, where reforted to him 
the lord chancellor, with many others of the nobi- 
• lity and gentry. The lord provoft, with feveral e- 
minent citizens, came likewileto welcome him thi- 
ther, and prefent their fervice to him. Thus the 
Scotch Prefbyterians, who lately look’d upon the 
Independent party as the worft of their enemies, 
now own’d and embrac’d this Seftarian army (as 
they before call’d it) as their beft friends and de- 
liverers. < 

Lieut ENANT-general Cromwell had not been Hedifpof- 
longat Edinburgh , before he demanded of the com- ^ res .j he 
mittee of eftates, that they would feclude from all „^‘ a ~ 
publick trufts, all who had any hand in, or did in 
the leaft promote duke Hamilton? s late invafion: 

To which the committee gave a fatisfaftory anfwer. 

Several other demands were likewife made by him, 
with which the committee comply’d ; and he re- 
ferv*d liberty for the parliament of England , to 
make fuch further demands as they fhould think 
requifite. Whilft he ftaid with them, the committee 
fent an order and command to Monroe to difband 
his troops j which when he feem’d refolv’d not to 
do, he foon perceiv’d that Cromwell muft be the 
arbitrator j and thereupon he very punctually o- 
bey’d the orders of the committee. 

CROMWELL having thus finifh’d what he Heisre- 
came about, began to prepare for his return to quelled to 
England % but before he left them, the committee 
fearing fome new difturbance might ariie after the hind him. 
departure of $e pugUJh army, requefted him, that 
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lie would leave (ome forces with them, which 
might be ready to fupprefs any infurreftions pro- 
mifing, that when they had rais’d a fuffieient force 
for their own defence, they would dUmifo them, 
and fond them back into their own country. To 
this Cromwell readily yielded, and appointed ma- 
jor-general Lambert, with three regiments of horfe, 
for the laid fervioe. 

Matters having been thus concerted to the 
fatisfa&icn of both parties, the Seats invited Crom- 
well and the chief officers of his army to the cajWe 
of Edinburgh, whither they were all convey’d in 
coaches, and were magnificently treated .at a ban- 
quet prepar’d for them i and at their departure, 
they were faluted by all the cannon of the caffifo, 
and many vollies of fmall foot. On the i6thof 
Ottober, Cromwell left Edinburgh, being conduced 
feveral miles on his way by the marquis of Argjle, 
and many others of the Scotch nobility l and at their 
parting, great demonftrations of affe&ion pafs’d 
betwixt them. Soon after, the committee of eftates 
fent letters to the parliament of England, acknow- 
ledging, “ That they were fcnfible of the benefit 
“ to Scotland, againft the enemies of both nations, 
“ by the coming thither of the forces under ljeu- 
“ tenant-general Cromwell, and major-general 
“ Lambert ; and that the deportment of the offi- 
“ cersand foldiers had been fo fair and civil, that 
“ they trufted by their carriage the malignants 
“ would be much convinc’d and difeppoinced, and 
“ the amity of both kingdoms ftrengthened and 
“ confirm’d j which they, on their part, Ihould 
“ likewife ftudy to preferve.” 

CROMWELL arriving at Newcaftle with 
his army, was nobly treated there, and welcomed 
with great guns, ringing of bells, and other re- 
joycings. From hence he bends his cpqrfe direct- 
ly to Carlijle , having firft order’d feme forces for 
ftrengthning the fiege of Pontefract or Pomfret- 

Qajlle* 
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Csfile. This place, though not very great, was 1648. 
very eonfiderable for its ftrength, tout moft re- 
markable for the valour of thofe who defended it, 
whereby it became famous at this time all over the 
kingdom. The garrifbn confifted of about four 
hundred foot, and a hundred and thirty horfe, all 
bold and relolute men, as appear'd by their actions. 

One time a party of horle bluing out of foe caftle, 
took Sir Arthur Ingram, and carrying him in, o- 
blig’d him to pay one fooufand five hundred pounds 
for his ranlbm, before he could get out again. At 
another time captain Clayton , and moft of his troops 
were faz’d upon by them, and made prisoners. 

They likewife fetch’d two hundred head of cattle, 
with many horfes, into the caftle, whilft Sir Henry 
Chohndy lay before it with his forces, to keep them 
in. But foe bedded action of all was this (which 
was indeed a wicked one :) One morning before 
day, them fallied out about forty horfe, who hafte n’d 
away to Done after, where colonel Rainjborougb , who 
had a commiffion to command in chief before the 
caftle, then quarter'd. Being come near the town, 
three of the party leaving their companions with- 
out, with great confidence march'd in, and enquir’d 
for colonel RainfiortugV s quarters % which being 
inform'd of, they enter'd, pretending they dime 
to deliver a letter to him, from lieutenant-general 
Cromwell. When they came to him, being m bed, 
they told him he was their prifoner ; but upon his 
refufal to go filently with them, they run him thro* 
with their fwords, fo that he immediately expir’d. 

And altho* his forces then kept guard in the town, 
thefe bold fellows, with all their party, got back 
into the caftle in the middle of the day. 

To reprefe foefe infolent proceedings, Crom- 
well, immediately after he had fettled the reft of the himfelf, 
northern parts in peace and quietnefs, came him- and leav- 
felf before Pomfret j and having order'd the feveral jjf** 
pofts for a clofe fiegc, which put a flop to their f^marche! 

thus tot London- 
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thus ranging abroad, he left major-general Lam- 
bert, who was juft come out of Scotland , with a 
ftrong party before it, to compleat the work, whilft 
himfelf took his march diredtly for London. 

’Twas in this his return from the north that he 
wrote the following letter. 
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S I R, 

I Siippofe it is not unknown to you how much 
the country is in arrear to the garrifon of. 
Hull, as likewife how probable it is that the 
garrifon will break, unleft fome fpeedy courfe 
be taken to get them money, the foldiers at the 
prefent being ready to mutiny, as not having 
money to buy them bread ; and without money 
the ftubborn town’s-people will not truft them 
for the worth of a penny. Sir, I muft beg.of 
you, that as you tender the good of die coun- 
try, fo far as the fecurky of that garrifon is 
mentioned, you would give your aOiftance to 
the helping of them to their money which the 
country owes them. The governor will ap- 
ply himfelf to you either by perfon or by letter, 
i pray you do for him herein as in a buhneft of 
very high confequence. I am the more earneft 
with you, as having a very deep fenfe how dan- 
gerous the event may be of their being negle&ed 
in the matter of their pay. I reft upon your fa- 
vour herein, and fubfcribe myfelf. 


S JR, 


Tour very humble fervant , 

Knotting!?, Nov. O. Cromwell. 

>5, 1648. 

for -my noble friend, Thomas St. Nicholas, Efq\ 

Chap. 
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Chap. IX. 

From the Jecond civil war to the King’s death. 

B EFORE we profecute our relation of the pro- 
ceedings of Cromwell and the army, from his 
return out erf" Scotland to the king's death, it will 
be necefiary to look a little back, and fee how mat- 
ters were carried in the parliament. 

Soon after the army was remov’d from London , Proceed- 
by reafon of the late infurreftions, thofe of the fe- “8* “die 
eluded members who were in England , ventur’d to 
return to- their former feats, and the Prefbyterians 
began to prevail again in the houfe ; and Cromwell 
and the other officers who were members of the 
houfe, had not been long abfent before the com- 
mon-council of the city thought fit to prelent a pe- 
tition to the parliament for a perfonal treaty with 
the king, as the only way to reftore the nation to a 
happy peace. This appear’d fo much to be the 
fenfe of the city, that the parliament durft not po- 
fitively rejed it ; and indeed the greateft part of 
them did at this time very much, defire the lame 
thing. Hereupon Sir Heyry Vane , with the reft 
of the army-party in the houfe, were forced to con- 
trive fome fpecious way to delay it, by feeming to 
confent to it. And fo a committee of the com- 
mons being appointed to confer with a committee 
of the city, about means to. provide for the king's 
iafety during the time of the treaty, the former 
perplex'd the other with various queftions, to which 
they knew there could be no anfwer given without 
firft calling another common-council to receive 
further inftrudions. By this device, and by ftart- 
ing new queftions at every meeting, much time 
was fpent, and the defir’d delays obtain’d. How- They re- 
ever, the parliament at laft declar’d, “ That they [ olv ^ u ^ n 
“ would enter into a perfonal treaty with his maje- * r j * tjr ° 

“ fty for fettling the peace of the kingdom ; and with the 

“ that 
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“ that the treaty lhould be in the ide of Wight , 

“ where his majeuy ihotiid enjby honour, freedom 
“ and fafey ” And commiiRoftefs were ffint frotn 
both houfes to inform the king, “ That the par- 
“ Uatatnc ckftr’d a maty with his majefry wgoA 
** the proportions tender'd m him at Hmpm- 
<b Courts and iuch others aalhould be prefented to 
« him.” 

They were H6 foondf return'd from the Hie of 
Wight with the king’s anftoef*, but the parliament 
had notice of the defeat of the Scotch army i arid 
Cromwell had written to his friends, “ That it 
“ would be fueh a perpetual ignominy to the par-* 

“ liament, that no body abroad or at home Would 
“ ever give credit to them, if they lhould recede 
“ from their former vote and declination of tiomore 
“ addreffes to the king 1 conjuring them to conti- 
u noe firm in that resolution.” Biot the parliament 
had made too great a ftep tb go back from what 
they were now Upon y and firtce the firft motion 
for a treaty, many abfent members reforted to, the 
houfe and promoted the defign y fo that , they were 
much more numerous than thole who labour’d'to 
©bftruct it: And fo, notw islanding all oppofi- 
tion, it was declar’d, “ That- devotes gfno-ad- 
“ dreffes lhould ftand repeal’d y that tne treaty 
“ lhould beat Newport y and that hkmajefty lhould 
** be there with the fame freedom^ when he was 
“ at Hampton- Court ', that the inftruftkms given to 
“ colonel Hammond, for the more ftrid confining 
“ him, lhould be recall’d •, and that all whom the 

king had nam’d, lhould have liberty to repair to f 
** him, and remain with him undifturb’d.” "then 
they nominaited five lords aid ten of the houfe^jf 
commons to be their cpmmilfioners to treat with 
the king, and order'd them to haften the treaty', 
with all polfible expedition: But Sir Henry Vatie •„ 
being one of them, us’d all his arts to delay it, as v 
he had done before with the parliament, in hopes \ 

that \ 

Digitized by Google \ 


Olive* Cromwell. 


95 

1648. 


1 ! 

a 

•P- 

f® 

ar 

■a 

:o* 

ffi 

i 

m 

IB 

IT 

% 

® 

4 

a 

4 

« 

m 

•S 


that Cromwell would finifh matters in Scotland time 
enough to return, and to ufe more effeftual means 
to obftrudt it, than he was fumiflied with. Crom- 
well was very well appriz’d ofthefe proceedings, crmaeir* 
which madrhim think, that his prefence at the rttum to 
parliament was lb neceflary to reftrain the Prefby- 
cerians, who ceas’d not to vex him at any diftance, 
that he would not be prevail’d with to tarry and 
finifh that only difficult work which remain’d, ofe. 
the reducing Pomfret-Caftle j but leaving it to Lam- 
bert , continued his march for London , aS before 
related. 

Forty days were appointed for the treaty ; 
which being expir’d, ana all men thinking the 
treaty was ended, the commiffioners received new 
orders and inftruftions to enlarge it fourteen days 
longer and after that to continue it four days more, 
and laft: of all one?* day niore! After which the 
commiffioners returnee! ; and whilft their report 
was under confideration in the houfe, the large re- 
monilrancc of the army was brought from the head- 
quarters, w^iich was now at Windfor , to the houfe 
of commons ; in which they delired, “ That the The army. 
“ parliament would Jay afide all further proceed- prefent 
** ings ingthis treaty/ and return to their vote of '^ n hrge 
4 .‘ no-addreffes 5 that the king might come no more, ft ranoe to 
**. to government, but be brought to Juftice, as the the houfe. 
“ capital caufe’of all the evils in the kingdom v ' 

** that a day might be fet for the prince and the 
“ duke of York, to appear and anfwer to fuch 
“ things as might be laid to their charge ; and if 
“ they fail’d herein, they might be declar’d traU 
• “ tors: That an end might be put to this parlia- 
ment, and new reprefentatives of the people 
** chofen, for the governing and preferving the 
“ whole body of the nation : That no king might 
“ be hereafter admitted, but upon election of, and 
in truft for the people, &c.“ In conclufion, 
they prel’s thefe things, as good for this and 
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164$. “ ther kingdoms, and hope it will not be taken 
v'V*-* “ ill> becaufe from an army, and fb fervants, 
“ when their matters are fervants, and truftees for 
“ the kingdom.” 

Greatcon- Th i s remonftranee put the houfe into a great 
reits be- confufion ; but that which occafion’d the greatefi: 
tween the confternation, was the news from the ille of Wight, 
Sent and tf 13 * Hammond was difcharged, and colonel Ewer 
annj. had carried away the king to Hurjl-Caftle. Upon 
this the houfe, which was then in the heat of the 
debate upon the king’s anfwer, immediately defift- 
ed, and voted, “ That the carrying the king to 
“ Hurfi-Caftle , was. without their advice, and con- 
“ fent *” and lent a letter to the general, “ Thai 
“ the orders and inftructions to colonel Ewer were 
“ contrary to thofe given to colonel Hammond ; 
“ and therefore it was the pleafure of the houfe, 

“ that he fhould recal thofe orders, and that colo- 
“ nel Hammond fhould again refume the care of the 
“ king’s perfon.” But the general (who hitherto 
agreed in every thing with the army) in return, de- 
manded the arrears due to the army j and declar’d. 
That unlefs there were prefent money fent for that 
purpofe, he fhould be oblig’d to rembve the army 
nearer to London. At the fame time the army fent 
a new declaration to the houfe, in purfuance of 
their late remonftranee ; which the houfe refus’d 
to take into confideration ; and fome refolute mem- 
bers moved, “ That the army might be declared 
’ “ traitors, if they prefumed to march nearer Lon- 
“ don than they were at prefent ; and that an im- 
“ peachment of high-treafbn might be drawn up 
The army “ againtt the principal officers of it.’* Hereupon 
the general marched diredtly to London , and quar- 
**■ ter*d at White-ball *, and other officers with their 
troops in Durbam-boufe, the Meufe, Covent-garden , 
and St. James’s •, and to fupply the- prefent necefli- 
ty, and prevent all inconveniences, they fent to 
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the city for forty thoufand pounds to be iflued out 1 648. 
without delay for the army. vy>j 

Notwithstanding all this, the party in N°twith- 
the houfe who were friends to the treaty, refolved Jhich^e 
ftill to exert themfelves ; upon which there follow- common* 
ed a violent ftruggle between them and thofe on £? te , the 
the contrary fide, which continued a whole day and «,nceffion* 
night together : And about five in the morning, tobeafuf- 
December 5, they firft put the queftion, Whether ficient 
the queftion Jhould be put? and carried it by a hun- ? roun< * 
dred and forty voices againft a hundred and four ; r ****** 
fo that they pafs’d the grand queftion, and voted 
without dividing, ‘That his majefty’s concefftgnsto the 
propofitions upon the treaty , were fufticient grounds 
for the parliament to proceed upon for the fettlement 
of the peace of the kingdom. And to prevent any 
after-claps, they appointed a committee to confer 
with the genera], for the better procuring a good 
intelligence and eorrefpondence between the army 
and the parliament and then adjourn’d till the 
next morning. 

The officers and army finding the parliament Upon 
thus relolute in oppofing their defigns, and that which the 
their coming into the city ftas not a fufticient check atmy feiae* 
upon them, refolv d -now to exert themfelves to mem bers, 
purpofe. Accordingly fome regiments of horfe and and purge* 
foot being lent to Weftminfter , they let guards upon the houfe. 
all the avenues to the parliament-houfe, and feiz’d 
upon one and forty of the members, as they were 
entering. And as they made prifoners of thele, fo 
about an hundred more were denied entrance into 
the houle ; whereupon the reft of the Prefbyteriai)/ 
party being fomewhat difrnay’d at the treatment,. of 
their fellow-members, declin’d coming to thehoufe, 
leaving it to the pofleflion of about an hundnaa and 
fifty ; who being for th#tnpft part officers ;6f the 
army, were difpofed to*dTf every thing according 
to the direftion of their leaders. ,v 
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1648. The army having thus purged the houfe from 
all they either knew, or fufpefted to be enemies to 
their defigns, lieutenant-colonel Axtel came in, 
and prefented to the remaining members the pro- 
pofals of the army, letting forth, “ That they had 
“ for a long while fadly beheld and tailed, in their 
** proceedings, the miferable effedls of counfels di- 
“ vided and corrupted by fa&ion, and perfonal in- 
“ tereft ; and deliring, that all faithful members 
“ would acquit themfelves by a proteftation of 
“ their not concurring in the late proceedings, 
“ and would then fpeedily and vigoroully proceed 
“ to take order for the execution of juftice.” 
Cromwell The night after this interruption was given to 
arrives, the houfe, lieutenant-general Cromwell arrived in 
and re- , town, and lay at White-hall ; and the next day 
thanks of ta ^‘ n S ^is place in parliament, he had the hearty 
the houfe. thanks of the houfe given him for his great and 
faithful fervices perform’d for the nation; which 
he receiv’d with the greateft appearance of humi- 
lity (as he was ufed to do) not taking to himfelf 
the leaft of all thofe great things perform’d by 
him, but afcribing them wholly to God, the giver 
of all vidfcory. 

Heisfup- CROMWELL , tho’abfent, is generally fup- 

pofed to pos’d to have influenc’d in all the late proceedings, 
have the and to be the chief promoter of them. *Tis faid, 
in the kite t ^ iat ^ the leaguer before Pomfret , he induc’d 1 all 
proceed- the regiments under him to petition againft the 

angs. treaty, and for juftice on the king ; that *twas by 

his advice and direction that the remonftrance of 
the army was drawn up and prelented to the houle ; 
and fome fay, that ’twas he that fent colonel Ewer 
to remove the king to Hurft-cajtle. ’Tis certain, 
that both he and his lon-in-law Ireton had a very 
great influence upon the general, and could manage > 
him almoft in every thing as they pleas’d. How- 
ever it was, Cromwell , upon his arrival, declar’d 
at White-ball^ and other places. That be had not 

been 
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been acquainted with the defign (of the army’s inter- 1648. 
rupting the houle) ; yet face it was done, he was v/vy 
glad of it, and would endeavour to maintain it. 

The remnant of the houfe of commons imme- Votes of 
diately renew’d their votes of non-addreffes to the non ad- 
king, and annull’d all thofe that introduced and fj^ sre * 
fucceeded the treaty ; and particularly refolv’d. That 
the lung's anfwer to their prepofitions was not fatif- 
faSory. Soon after it was moved in the houfe, to 
proceed capitally againft the king, when Cromwell 
flood up and declared, “ That if any man mov’d CromwelH 
“ this upon defign, he (hould think him the great- f P ee f tl U P* 
“ eft traitor in the world ; but fince providence f 0 “°" 
** and neceffity had caft them upon it, he would trying the 

pray God to blefs their counfels, though he was king. 

“ not provided on the fudden to give them coun- 
“ fel.” On December 16th, a party of horfe was The king 
font over to Hurft-cafile to bring the king to Wind - *£, ou ?' u to 
for ; who lay at Farnham on the 22d, and was de- m 
liver*d up at Windfor-cafle the day following, co- 
lonel Harrifon commanding the guards about him. 

Soon after, the council of war order’d, That nothing 
Jbould be done upon the knee to the king ; that all ce- 
remonies of fate us'd to him Jbould be left off, and 
his attendance Jbould be with fewer perfons, and at 
lefs charge. 

Next day the committee of the commons, Ordinance 
which had been appointed to draw up a charge a- 
gainft the king, reported an ordinance for impeach- 
ing Charles Stuart king of England of bigb-treafon ; 
and for trying him by commtffioners to be nominated in 
the faid ordinance •, which being agreed to by the 
commons* was on January 2d carry’d up to the 
lords for their concurrence. But upon their reject- 
ing it?, the commons pafs’d thele remarkable voices ; 

Firft, That the people are, under God, the original 
of all jujl power. Secondly, That the commons of 
England^ being chofen by, and reprefenting the peo- 
pleware tbi fupreme power of the nation . Thirdly, 

H 2 That 

Digitized by Google 


100 

.1648. 


High 
court of 
juftice e- 
*e£ted. 


The king 

remov’d 

from 

WinAfor t< 
St Jams's 


The LIFE of 

That whatfoever is enabled or declared for law, by 
the houfe of commons affemhled in parliament, bath the 
force of law, the? the confent of the king and houfe of 
peers be not bad thereunto. 

Then they proceeded to conftitute and ereft a 
court, to be called the high court of juftice, which 
fhould have authority to try the king, and to exa- 
mine witnefles for that purpofe. The number of 
the commilfioners nominated were a hundred and 
thirty-five, whereof twenty or more had power to 
proceed. They confided promifeuoufly of mem- 
bers of the houfe, officers of the army, citizens and 
country gentlemen. -About fifty that were nam’d, 
refus’d to aft, of which number were the fpeaker 
Lenthal, and general Fairfax. Of thofe who afted, 
lieutenant-general Cromwell, and commiflary-gpne- 
ral Ireton were next the prefident. The commif- 
fioners made choice of ferjeant Bradfhaw for that 
office, and nominated Mr. Steel to be attorney-gene- 
ral, Mr. Cook follicitor. Dr. Doriftaus and Mr. Ask 
to be pleaders againft the king ; and (Veftminfter- 
hall was appointed to be the place of trial : In 
order to which folemn tranfaftion, the king was 
brought from Windfor to St. James's by colonel 
j Harrifon. 

. On the way Harrifon obferv’d, that the king 
was under an apprehenfion of a fix’d purpofe to 
murder him ; and. that he let fell feme words of 
the odioufnefs and wickednefs of fuch an affaffmation, 
which could never be fafe to the perfon who undertook 
it : Whereupon he took occafion to aflure him. 
That be needed not to entertain any fuch imagination ; 
that the parliament bad too much honour and juftice 
to cberijh fo foul an intention •, that whatever the 
parliament refolved to do would be very publick, and 
in a way of juftice, to which the world fhould be wit- 
nefs i and that they would never endure a thought of 
fecret violence. But his majefty could not believe 
him •, nor did he imagine they would ever venture 

to 
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to proceed againft him in the way , of a publick .1648. 
trial, before all the people. 

All the king’s friends both at home and abroad Eiu}ea _ 
now give him for loft j and yet they did not neg- v " urs j 0 
left to make their utmoft efforts to lave him. The fave him. 
States-general order’d' their ambafiador to reprelent 
to the parliament, that the courfe they were going 
to take with the king, would be a lading reproach to 
the Proteftant intereft. The prince of tVales , and 
prince of Orange , daily fent, as agents, the kin- 
dred and relations of Cromwell , Iretan> and other 
judges appointed to try his majefty, with commif- * 
lion to offer any thing, and to make any promiles 
to fave his life, or at leaft to put off the judgment : 

And the prince wrote a very pathetical letter to ge- 
neral Fairfax , in his father’s behalf. The duke of 
Richmond , the marquis of Hertford , the earls of 
Lindfey and Southampton , as is laid, generouffy of- 
fer’d their own heads to lave the king, and would 
have undertook to fufter in his Head for whatever 
lie had done amifs. Almoft all the Prelbyteriaa 
minifters in the city, and very many out of the 
country, and fome even of the Independents, de- 
clared againft the defign in their fermons, in peti- 
tions, proteftations, and publick remonftrances. 

And the Scots at the fame time fent commiflioners. 
in great hafte, to declare and proteft againft this 
unheard-of attempt. 

These commiflioners, as bifhop Burnet informs Confe- 
us, came alfo to Cromwell to argue the matter with rence be-' 
him. They highly blam’d indeed many of the tween 
king’s aftions, and in a heavy languid ftyle charg’d 
him with very great crimes : But ftill *they infilled scotch 
on that claufe in the covenant, whereby they fo- commiffi- 
lemnly fwore they would be faithful in the prefer^ °" ers 
vation of his majefty’s perfon : Upon which they 1 im * 
oblerv’d, on what conditions Scotland , as well as 
the parliament of England , had engag’d in the war $ 
and wh^t folemn declarations of their zeal and duty. 
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to his majefty they had all along made ; ■which 
would now be found, to the fcandal and reproach 
of the Chrifl ian name, to have been falfe preten- 
ces, if now the king was in their hands, they fhould 
proceed to extremities. Hereupon Cromwell held 
a long difcourfe With them concerning the nature 
Of the regal power j and declar’d *twas his opinion* 
that a breach of truft in a king deferred greater 
punifhment than any other crime. And then, as 
to their covenant, he faid, they fwore to preferve 
the king’s perfon in defence of the true religion % 
fo that if it was manifeft, that the eftablifhing oF 
the true religion was hinder’d by the king, fo that 
it could not be effected without removing him, 
then their oaths could not oblige them to the pre- 
ferring him any longer. He further faid, they 
were bound by their covenant to bring all malig- 
nants, incendiaries, and enemies to the caufe, to 
Condign punifhment ; and was not this to be exe- 
cuted impartially ? What were all thofe on whom 
publick juftice had taken place, efpecially thofe 
who fuffer’d for joining with Montrofs , but fmall 
offenders, who had adted by commiffion from th 6 
king, who was therefore the principal, and fo the 
fnoft guilty? Thus Grotnwell had manifeftly the 
better of them at their own weapons, and upon 
their own principles. 

>*Au endeavours being ineffectual, and the court 
having finifh’d all the neceflary preparations, the 
king’s trial began on Saturday the 20th of January . 
The fubftance of the charge againft him was, “ That 
“ he had endeavour’d to fet up a tyrannical power, 
“ and to that end had rais’d and maintain’d in the 
“ land a cruel war againft the parliament ; whereby 
**' the country had been miferably wafted, the pub- 
** lick treafure exhaufted, thoulands of people had 
“ loft their lives, and innumerable other mifchiefs 
“ committed.” The commiffioners for trying him 
being met in Wejiminfier- Hall on the forefaid day, 

the. 
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the court order’d the ferjeant at arms to fend for 1.648. 
their prifoner from Sir Robert Cotton's houfe, whi- 
ther he had been removed ; who accordingly was 
brought up in the face of the court by colonel Tom- 
tinfon, under a ftrong guard, and deliver’d to the 
ferjeant at arms, who conducted him to the bar, 
where a.crimfon velvet chair was plac’d for him. 

Having heard his charge read, he refus’d to plead 
to it, either guilty or not guilty, till he fhould know 
by what lawful authority he was brought thither ; 
and the anfwer given not fatisfying him, . he per- 
fifted in that refulal. The fame he did on Monday 
’January 2 2d, when he was a fecond time brought 
before the court ; as alfo the next day, being the 
third time. Finally, on January 27th, the king 
being a fourth time brought into the court, defir’d, 
before fentence was pafs’d againft him, to be heard 
before the lords and commons in the painted cham- 
ber ; with defign, as ’tis thought, to have refign'd 
his crown to his fon, the prince of Wales: Upon 
which the judges retir’d for half an hour to confider 
of his requeft ; and then returning, they order’d the 
king to be brought again to the bar ; when the pre- 
fident told him, that what he had propos’d was but 
a further denial of the jurifdiftion of the court, and 
tended to the delay of juft ice ; and if he had no more 
to fay, they would proceed to judgment. And the 
.king anfwering, he had no more to fay, Bradjhaw ' 
made a long harangue in .vindication of the parlia- 
ment’s proceedings, ground ing his difeourfe moftly 
on this principle. That the people have the fupreme 
power., and the houfe of commons is the people. This 
fpeech being ended, and the charge again recited, 
fentence was pronounced in thefe words; For all ff e j gcon . 
which treajbns and crimes , this court doth adjudge , demn 'd. 
that the f aid Charles Stuart, as a tyrant , traitor , 
murderer , <and publick enemy , Jhall be put to death , 
by the fevering his head from his body. 

H 4 T«6* 
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1648. Tho* the king was condemn’d, and there ap*- 
pear’d no hope of faving his life, yet ftill endea- 
Crm- vours were not wanting for that purpofe. The 
toelPt following dory is told on this occafion. That colo- 
fenfto* 1 ne ^ 7 °h n Cromwell, a near relation of the great Oli- 
him, in ver » came to town about this time, with credential 
behalf of letters from the States of Holland, whereto was ad- 
thc king, ded a blank, with the king’s (ignet, and another 
of the prince’s, both confirm’d by the States,' for 
Cromwell to fee down his own conditions, if he 
would now lave his majefty’s life. The colonel 
went directly to his kinfman’s houfe, who was fo 
retir’d and lhut up in his chamber, with an order 
to let none know he was at home, that ’twas with 
much difficulty he obtained admittance, after he 
had told who he was. Having mutually faluted 
each other, the colonel defir’d to fpeak a few words 
with hint in private ; and began with much free- 
dom to jet before him the heinoufiiefs of the fad, 

. then about to be committed, and with what dete- 

ction ’twas look’d upon abroad, telling him, 'That 
of all nun living , be could never have imagirtd be 
would have bad any band in it, who, in bis bearing , 
bad protefted Jo much for the king. To this Crom- 
well anfwer’d, It was not be but the army ; and tbo' 
be did once fay fome fuch words , yet now times were 
alter’d, and providence feem'd to order things other- 
wife. And *tis faid, he added, That be had prayed 
..and fafted for the king , but no return that way was 
yet made to him. Upon this the colonel ftep’d x 
little back, and fuddenly lhut the door, which made 
Cromwell apprehend he was going to be aflaffinated ; 

' but the other pulling out his papers, faid to him, 
Couftn, this is no time to (rifle with words : See here, 
it is nqw in your own power not only to make your f elf , 
but your family, relations and pofterity, happy and 
honourable for ever •, otherwife, as they have chang’d 
their name before from W illiams to Cromwell, fo 
(tow they rnufl be forced to change it again •, for this 
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fail will bring fuch an ignominy upon the whole gene- 
ration of them , that no time will be able to. deface. 
At this Cromwell paus'd a little, and then faid, 
Coufin , 1 defire you will give me till night to‘confider 
of it , and do you go to your inn, and not to-bed, till 
you bear from me. The colonel did accordingly, and 
about one in the morning a meflenger came to tell 
him. He might go to reft , and expeil no other anfiver 
to carry to the prince •, for the council of officers bad been 
feeking God (a phrafe, it feems, very much in ufe at 
that time) as he alfo bad done the fame , and it was 
refolved by them all, that the king muft die. 

A committee was appointed by the high-court 
of juftice to infpeft the parts about White- hall for a 
convenient place for the king’s execution : Having 
made their report, it was determined, that a fcaf- 
fold ihould be made near the banquetting-houfe for 
that purpofe ; and 'twas order’d to be cover’d with 
black. The fame day, Jan. 29th, about threefcore 
of die commiflioners lign’d a warrant for the king's 
execution, directing it to colonel Hacker , colonel 
Hunks, and colonel Phayer, or either of them. 
Cromwell's name flood the third in this warrant, 
Bradjhaw and lord Grey of Groby only Handing 
before him. The fame day the king’s children 
waited on him to take their leave of him. An ex- 
traordinary ambaffador from the States had his au- 
dience in the houfe of commons ; whofe errand 
was to intercede with them for the king’s life, and 
to maintain a good correfpondence between Eng- 
land and the United Provinces. The next day, be- 
ing the 30th of January, about eight o'clock in the 
morning, his majefty was with a guard brought 
from St. James’s through the park to White-ball ; 
where having (laid about two hours in a private 
room, he was led to a fcaffold out of a window 
of the banquetting-houfe: And having made a 
fpeech, and taken off his George, he kneeled down 
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at the block, and the executioner at one blow fe- 
vered his head from his body. 

Captain Hewlet was condemned after the re- 
iteration, for cutting off the king's head, or at leaft 
for being one of the perfons who flood mafk’d up- 
on the fcaffok), though feveral creditable witneffes 
depos'd, that Gregory Brandon , the common hang- 
man, had confels’d and own’d that he executed the 
king, and that he affirm’d as much to the lord Ca- 
pel, when he fufier’d by the fame ax and captain 
Hewlet offer’d to make it appear, that he was not 
then upon the fcafibld, nor near it, nay, that he 
was feiz’d and fecured for refilling to be there. 
NotWithftanding this, Hewlet was found guilty by 
the jury*, but was repriev’d: And if we may believe 
what Lilly writes in his own life, it was the refolute 
Joyce (who feized the king at Holniby) that ffruck 
the fatal ftroke. The account that Lilly gives is 
as follows, “ The next Sunday but one after Charles 
“ the Firft was beheaded, Robert Spavin, fecretary 
** to the lieutenant-general Cromwell, invited him- 
“ ftlf to dine with me, and brought Anthony Pier- 
“ fin and feveral others along with him to dinner. 
“ Their principal difeourfe was, who it was that 
beheaded the king: One faid it was the common 
“ hangman 5 another, Hugh Peters ; others were 
“ alfb nominated, but none concluded. Robert 
“ Spavin, as foon as dinner was done, took me by 
“ the hand, and Carrying me to the South window, 
“ laid, S 'heft are all nuflaken, they have not turn'd 
“ the them that did tbefaB\ it was lieutenant-cok- 
“ nel Joyce .* 1 was in the room when be fitted him- 
“ felf for the work, flood behind him when be did it, 
“ and when done , went in again with him. There's 
“ no man knows ibis but my mafter Cromwell, com- 
** tniflary Ifeton, and myfetf, '.** 

Th e king, in all his fuffermgs, fhew’d a calm 
and compofed firmnefs, which amaz'd all people ; 
and the rather, becaufe 'twas not natural to him. 
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Me had many indignities offered to him, efpetially 2648. 
during his trial ; but he bore them ail With a true vw 
greatnefs of mind, without diforder, or any kind 
of affectation. Thus, as bilhop Burnet obferves, 
he died greater chan he had liv'd, and fhew'd that, 
which has been often remark'd of die whole family 
of the Stuarts, that they bom misfortunes better 
than profperity. He was a prince of great devo* 
lion and piety, remarkable for his temperance atod 
chaftity, and an utter enemy to all kind of debauche- 
ry ; and if he had ahy perfonal faults, they wet* 
much overweighed by his virtues. Happy were it 
for him, if his government had been as free front 
blame. The rock on which he fplit, was an im- 
moderate defire of power, beyond what the confth- 
tution allow’d. His reign both in peace and war 
Was a continual feries of errors : He was out of 
vneafure bent On following his humour; but unrei 1 - 
foftably feeble to thofe whom he trufted, efpedaliy 
the queen. His friends regretted the afcendant ihie 
had over him on many ocoafions ; and others taxi- 
ed him with the ch&ra&er of an uxorious hufbamd. 

He had certainly a fixed averfion to popery ; bub 
was much inclin'd to a middle way between lie Pro- 
teffants and Papifts*, whereby he luff; the one with* 
out gaining the other. In Chore, his whole con* 
duCt was fuch, as verified this maxim. That errors 
in government have ruirtd more princes than perfintd 
vices. 

Th us have We gdt over this dark fcene, in which How fir 
our lieutenant-general is commonly fufppofed to be hi* death 
chiefly concern’d. But as 'es not ftrange he fhould, ! s to **. 
if the ftory of the King's dealing deceitfully with 
him be true ; fo it may more jrealbnaibly be con- 
cluded, that his foil-in-law Ireton y rather than he, 

' vas the perfbn who chiefly influenc’d in thefe pro- 
t eedings. I know Jreton is fuppofed all along to 
1 ave aCted by CromwelFs directions ; but whether 
he did or no, may, I think, in mahy cafes be juftly 

que* 
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1648. qoeftioned. Ireton was certainly a zealous corn- 
monwealth’s-man, which party was always aVerfe 
to any treaty .with the king* and though he with 
Cromwell was in fuch a treaty-, yet Ludlow thinks 
he never really intended to clofe with the king ; but 
only to lay his party afleep, whilft they were conteft- 
ing with the Prefby terian intereft in parliament •, but 
he fays no fuch thing of Cromwill, whom he feems 
all along to be angry with, for his defign of making 
an agreement with the king, being, himfelf utterly 
averfe to it, and fuppofing Cromwell? s main end 
was to gradfy his own ambition ; which is not un- 
likely i and yet he might have been in earned in 
the treaty, and alfo have defign’d the publick good. 
Cromwell was certainly no commonweaith’s-man, 
though he was forc’d to humour, and in many 
things actually to comply with the party ; and as 
the agitators and their off-fpring the levellers, who 
' were no other than the commonwealth’s-men in the 
army, and whom it is likely Cromwell at firft might 
make ufe of to bring about fome of his defigns, 
were the original contrivers and chief aftors in the 
king’s death ; ib whatever hand CromweU had in it, 
feems to be chiefly owing to their fury and defper 
rate refolutions, which made him apprehenfive of 
the greateft danger, if he did not comply with their 
defigns ; though at the fame time, the contradicti- 
ons that appear’d in the king’s conduct, might the 
more eafily incline him to join purpofes with them. 
In fhort, what with the. danger that threaten’d his 
perfon, if he had perfifted to. oppofe the defigns of 
the levellers ; what with the enthufiafm, that was 
f <5 ffabitual to him •, and what with the confedera- 
tion of the king’s paft mifgpvernment, which had 
beAl the original caufe of all the evils the nation 
had fuffer’d, and the fear of the like happening for 
the future, if he fhould be reftor’d ; he having dif T 
cover’d himfelf to be of a very inconftant and waver- 
ing, not tp fay equivocating temper Qromwelf. 
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was at length fo wrought upon, as to think it ne- 164?. 
ceffary, and fo lawful, to take off the king; in 
which towards the laft he feem’d to be pretty adtive, 
tho* always in fonie doubt aboutjfc We are ex- 
prefly told, he at firft fhew’d lbme repugnance to 
fo black an undertaking, as my author cafls it, and 
feem’d to Ihew his abhorence of it, and not to fur- 
mount it, as he faid himfelf ; but only becaufe he 
faw that the providence of God and the necelflty 
of the times, had infpir*d the army to make fo. ter- 
rible a lacrifice ; but that that facrifice, after all, 
was the only one that could fave the ftate and reli- 
gion. And I cannot here omit what bilhop Burnet 
fays of this matter: He tells us, that Ireton was the 
perfon that drove on the king’s trial and death, and 
that Cromwell was all the while in lbme fufpence 
about it. ** Ireton , lays he, had the principles 
“ and the temper of a Cajftus in him : He ftuck. 

**" at nothing that might have turn’d England to a 
“ commonwealth ; and he found out Cook and 
“ Brad/haw , two bold lawyers, as proper inftru- 
“ ments for managing it.” And we are informed 
by others, that Ireton was the perfon who wrought 
upon Fairfax , and manag’d the affair of the army’s 
remonftrance, and purging the parliament, and 
brought it about. To . conclude, tho* I am far 
from pretending to juftify the whole of Cromwell* s 
conduct in thefe extraordinary tranfadtions ; yet I 
cannot but think, that a greater load of guilt and . 
infamy is ufually laid to hi? (hare, that} he, really 
deferv’d. A / A**/ /&*-.-» A. & <- ■* 
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CAVING feer>the aftions of this wonder- 
ful, jnan, during the Life,pf king Charles , 
•let us now'viewr Kim undef me common- 
wealth government : But -may - be- proper 

to obferve, how this government was eftablifh’d. 
The firft thing the parliament (for fo the rem- 
nant of the houfe of commons now call’d them- 
felves) did after the king’s death, was to pals an 
aft, ordaining, “ That no perlon whatfoever do 
“ prefume to proclaim, declare, publilh, or any 
“ ways promote Charles Stuart , fon of the late 

“ Charles, 
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w ** Charles , commonly call’d the prince of Wales, 1648. 

4 ■ *«. or any other perfori, to be king or chief magi- ^/ys j 

I ftrate of England or Ireland , &V. without the free 

“ confent of the people in parliament, firft had, 

“ and fignified by ,a particular a<fl or ordinance 
“ for that purpofe, under pain of being adjudg’d a 
“ traitor.” Then they made another adt, “ Tha$ 
fuch as had aifented to the vote. That the king’s 
“ conceffions were a ground for the boufe to proceed 
“ to a fittlement , fhould not be re-admitted to fit 
“ as Members.” Thefe therefore were common- 
] ly call’d the fecluded members. 

Soon after, Feb. 5. they voted the boufe of 

- Peers to be ufelefs and dangerous, and an adt was 
accordingly pafs’d for abolijhing it, tho’ Cromwell 
is laid to have appear’d for them. And to re - 

• move all that flood in the way of their defign’cf 

; common- wealth, they refolv’d and declar’d, “ That 

i ** it had been found by experience, that the office 

I . ** of a King in this nation was unneceflary, bur- 
1 “ denfome, and dangerous to the liberty, lafety, 

“ and publick intereft of the nation ; and there- 
“ fore it fhould be utterly abolilh’d.” Then the 
form of government was declar’d to be a Common- 
wealth-, and a council of ft ate was appointed, con- 
futing of forty perfons, whereof Cromwell -was one ; 

5 to whom power was given, to command and fettle 
the militia of England and Ireland, to order the 
fleet, and fet forth fuch a naval power, as they 

f fhould think fit ; to appoint magazines and ftores 
1 for England and Ireland, and to difpofe of them for 

* the fervice of both nations, as they thought pro- 

f per. And they were to fit and execute thefe powers 

- for the fpace of one whole year. And now. all 

t write formerly running in the king’s name, were 

f to be iffued out in the names of the keepers of the 

1 liberty of England. And a new oath, or engage - 

i tnent, was prepar’d, to be true and faithful to the 

I government eftabliftfd without king or boufe of peers ; 

1 all 
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1 648. all who refus’d to take it, to be uncapable of hold- 
ing any place or office in church or ftate. If the 
reader is curious of knowing what perfons com- 
pos’d the council of ftate for this firft year, they 
were as follows : John Bradfhaw , Efq; president, 
earl of Denbigh , earl of Mulgrave, earl of Pembroke, 
earl of Salijbury , lord Grey , lord Grey of Groby, 
lord Fairfax , John Life , Efq; — Rolles , Efq; 
Oliver St. John, Efq; John Wild , Elq; Bulftrode 
Whitelock, Efq; lieutenant-general Cromwell ', major- 
general Skippon, Sir Gilbert Pickering, Sir William 
Majfam, Sir Arthur HaJlerigg, Sir James Harring- 
ton, Sir Henry Vane, jun. Sir ‘ John Dauvers, Sir 
William Armine, Sir Henry Mildmay, Sir William 
Conftable, Alexander Popham, William Purefoy, Ifaac 
Pennington , Rowland Wilfon , Edmund Ludlow , Wil- 
liam Heveningbam, Robert Wallop, Henry Marten, 
Anthony Stapley, John Hutchinfon , Valentine Walton, 
Thomas Scot, Dennis Bond, Luke Robinfon , John 
Jones, Cornelius Ifolland , Efqs; 

Another The new commonwealth being thus fettled 
High court and fecur’d, another High court of JuJlice is now 
of JuJlice. erefted for the trial of delinquents. Before this 
court the duke of Hamilton, the earl of Holland, 
the earl of Norwich, the lord Capel, and Sir John 
Owen, being brought, receiv’d fentence of death, ' 
for being concern’d in the late invafion and infur- 
reftions. After judgment given, they petition’d 
the commons; and fo their reprieve or their exe- 
cution was put to the vote of the houfe; and duke 
Hamilton and the lord. Capel were caft, and Sir 
John Owen fav’d by a conftderable majority ; . as 
the earl of Holland was caft, and the earl of Nor- 
wich fav’d, by the fingle vote of the fpeaker, the 
houfe being before equally divided as to them ; fo 
■ v that Hamilton , Holland and Capel were foon after 
beheaded in the Palace-yard at Weftminfler. It 
muft be remember’d here, that when the lord Ca- 
pe? s petition, which his lady deliver’d, was read 
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in the houfe, manyfpoke in his favour, and faid, 1648. 
that he had never deceiv’d or betray’d them, but 
had always freely and refolutely declared for the 
king : And Cromwell , who knew him very well, Crtmweir* 
fpoke fo many things to his horfour, and profefs’d fpeech a- 
fo much refpeft for him, that all believ’d he was gainft the 
fafe, till he concluded, “ That his affection for • 

** the publick fo out-weigh’d his private friend- 
“ fhip, that he could not but tell them, that the 
** quefiion was now,' Whether they would preferve 
“ the mod bitter and mojl implacable enemy they had ; 

“ That he knew well, that the lord Capel would 
“be the laft man in England that would aban- 
“ don, the royal intereft *, that he had great cou- 
“ rage, induftry, and generofity •, that he had ma- 
“ ny friends who would always adhere, to him ; 

“ and that as long as he liv’d, what condition fo- 
“ ever he was in, , he would be a thorn in their 
“ fxdes : And therefore, for the good of the com* 

“ mon- wealth, he fhouldgive his vote againft the 
“ petition.” It ought alfo to be remember’d, that 
Sir John Owen's reprieve was owing in great mea- 
fure to the generofity and good nature of commif- 
fary- general Ireton , who obferving there had been 
no application made, nor a word faid in behalf of 
Owen, fpoke for him thus, as lord Clarendon tells 
us, “ There have been great endeavours and foli» 

“ citations us’d to five all thole lords ; but there’s 
“a commoner, another condemn’d perfon, for 
“ whom no man hath faid a word, nor has he 
** himfelf fb much as petition’d: Therefore I de- 
“ fire that Sir John Owen may be preferv’d by the 
“ meer motive and goodnefs of the houfe which 
was aflented to. 

About this time, leveral things were declared 
by the parliament to be high-treafon, and. this a- 
jnong the reft, viz. For any foldiers of the army 
to contrive the death of their general, or lieutenant- 
general \ or endeavour to raife mutinies in the army. 
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1648. A little before this, Cromwell and his fbn-m- 
law Jreton went along with JVbitelock from the 
£ P nv , ate council of ftate, and fupp’d at his houfe. Here they 
Qrpmwill were very chearful, and feem’d extremely well 
and lnttn. pleas'd ; and related many wonderful observations 
of God’s providence, in the courfe of the war, and 
in the affair of the army’s coming to London , and 
feizing the members of the houfe. Having thus 
difeours’dtogether till midnight, they return’d home, 
and in their pafiage their coach was flopp’d, and they 
were examin’d by the guards. They prefently told 
their names ; but the captain of the guards would 
not believe them, and threaten’d to carry thefe two 
great officers to the court of guard. Hereupon 7 r<?- 
ton grew a little angry, but Cromwell made himfelf 
merry with the fbldiers, gave them twenty (hil- 
lings, and commended them and their captain for 
doing their duty. And they afterwards confefs’d 
that they knew Cromwell and Ireton well enough, 
and were more ftri& with them than with others, 
to let them fee they were careful of their duty v 
which they believ’d thefe great' men came at that 
time on purpofe to obferve. 

1649- Matters being now brought to fome de- 
Council of g ree 0 f frttlement, it was thought fit to abolifh the 
to be a-* council of agitators in the army ; left they, who 
balilh’d, had been the chief authors in all the late changes, 
which 00 ffiould now take it in their heads to carry matters 
freflTdi- Anther than the prefent rulers cared they fhould. 
lturbance But thefe agitators had tafted too much of power 
in the ar* to be willing to be dripp’d of it ; but at the fame 
m 7 ' time made a wrong computation of their own 
flrength by the great things they had formerly ef- 
fected, not confidering that their Superior officers 
were now wholly united with the parliament, and 
entirely concurred with them, in carrying on the 
fame defigns. They prefently 'drew up a petition 
to the lord general Fairfax and his council of offi- 
cers, againft the defign of abolifhiiig them ; but 

by 
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by a council of war, the fubfcribers of this petition 
were fentenced to ride with their faces towaids the 
horfes tails before the heads of their .feveral regi- 
ments, with their faults written on their breafts, to 
have their fwqrds broken over their heads, and fo 
to be caftiier’d the army. Which fentence was ac- 
cordingly executed upon them in the great Palace- 
yard at Wejlminfier , to the great exafperation of 
the Levelling party , who were refolyed not fo to be 
fupprefs’d. 

For not long after, there being a rendezvous at Cromwell 
Ware , feveral regiments, among whom was Crontr asa Jf e [ u t ^. 
well's of horfe, in purfuance of the forementioned £vellcrt. * 
petition, and to be diftingulfhed from Others, wore 
white in their hats, as they had done once before*. 

Cromwell having notice of the defign, order’d two 
regiments of horfe from diftant quarters, who knew, 
nothing of this combination, to appear there like- 
wife. Being all drawn up, (Cromwell, with an an- 
gry and down look, rides round, and on a. fudden 
commands orte of thofe two regiments to encompafs 
a regiment of foot ; which being done according- 
ly, he call’d four men by their names out of the 
body, and ydth his own hands committed them to 
the marfhal ; and immediately calling a council of 
war (whilft the. reft of their confederates flunk i 
their white colours into their pockets, and trenir 
bled at this boldnefs of Cromwell) try’d and con- 
demn’d them. But they had the favour from the 
court of caftirftj lots for their lives, two only to 
die; and the two whofe lot it was to die, were 
prefently fhot to death upon a green bank by the 
other two in fight of the army. A little before, . 
another leveller, one Lockyer , a trooper, for pro- 
moting the engagement and agreement, was' fhot 
to death in St. Paul's Cburch-yard. ■ 

Notwithsanding thefe executions, this hu-. 

, moiy ftill continued in the army, and began to break 
out with greater violence, upon the parliament’s 

1 i voting, r 
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1649. voting, that eleven regiments, by lot, fhould be 
fent over into Ireland. This enrag’d them to that' 
degree, that, finding that inftead of reaping the 
advantages they had promis’d themfelves, they 
were to be expos’d to frefh hazards, and the mife- 
ries of a ftarving war, they peremptorily declar’d 
againft it, as a contrivance to divide them, and 
gave out, that they would not go for Ireland till 
the liberties of the people, for which they firft en- 
gaged in war, were fecured j requiring. That the 
often promifed reprefentative of the nation might 
be cholen. And finding that difcourfes and re- 
prefentations were to no purpofe, they began to 
haverecourfe to.arms. Accordingly colonel Scroop's 
regiment, having laid afide their officers, march’d 
' with twelve troops from their quarters at Salisbury , 
towards Burford in Oxfordjhire , in order to a con- 
, junction with thofe of Harrifon , Ireton and Skippon, 
and a party under one 9 ’‘bompfon, then lying near 
Banbury. This they had effefted, if the extraor- 
dinary diligence of Crotnwell and Fairfax had not 
' prevented them : For polling forty miles in one 
day, they overtook them at Abingdon , and firft 
offer’d them a treaty, wherein fatisfaftion might be 
mutually given ; and till that were done, that nei- 
ther party might come within ten miles of each o* 
‘ ther ; to which they agreed : Bnt the Levellers., un- 

der Fhompfon, who had increas’d their numbers to 
about five thoufand, march’d to Burford •, where, 
- . while they were fecurely refting themfelves, and 
their horfes put into the adjoining meadows, about 
twelve o’clock at night colonel Reynolds fell into 
their quarters, routed them, and took four hundred 
of them prifoners, and nine hundred of their horfes. 
‘Tbompfon took fhelter in a wood near Milton, where 
he fought manfully till he was flain. . Of the pri- 
soners three only were executed, who dy’d very re- 
folutely. Cornet Den expreffing his grief and for- 
row, was repriev’d at the inftant of execution ; 
1 which 
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Oliver Cromwell. 

which his companions beholding from the leads of 
the church, were faluted with a meflage of decima- 
tion, i. e. that every tenth man Ihould die : But at 
Cr.omwelTs defire they were all pardon’d, and fent 
home to their own houfes. Thus was this infur- 
redfcion quell’d*on the fifteenth day of May. 

After this, the lord-general Fairfax and lieu- 
tenant-general Cromwell vifited Oxford , (the uni- 
verfity having fent a deputation to invite them thi- 
ther) where they were nobly treated, and made 
doctors of the civil law ; at which time alio, Sir 
Hardrefs Waller and Mr. Rujhwortb, with eight 
colonels, were created mailers of arts. Then they 
vifited Portfmoutb, from whence they return’d to 
London in triumph, and receiv’d new marks of ho- 
nour from the parliament. And now, to promote 
a lafting union betweeh the three principals of 
power, the parliament, the army, and the city, it 
was contriv’d, that the fpeaker, with the houfe, the 
general, .with the chief officers,- and the council of 
Hate, Ihould, after hearing two fermons, be mag- 
nificently feafted at Grocen-ball, by the lord-mayor, 
aldermen, and common-council. This was accord- 
ingly done, on the 7th of June ; the lord-mayor, 
as ’twas ufual towards kings, meeting Lentbal the 
fpeaker, with the reft of the members, at ‘temple- 
bar, and there refigning the fword to him ; which 
having again receiv’d, he carried before him into 
the city. And having heard two fermons at Cbrifi - 
church , preach’d by Mr. Goodwin and Dr. Owen, 
they proceeded to Grocers-hall to pinner. The 
fpeaker fat firft \ next to him the lord-mayor ; 
then the earl of Pembroke call’d to the lord.com- 
milfioner Wbitelock to fit down as the eldeft com- 
miflioner of the Great-feal: Wbitelock excus’d it, 
and defir’d the earl to fit down firft : But he laid 
aloud, What, do you think 1 will fit down before you ? 
I have given place heretofore to bifhop Williams, to 
my lord Coventry, and to my lord Littleton j and you 
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1649. have the fame place they had ; and as much honour 
belongs to the place under a commonwealth , as under 
a king *, and you are a gentleman as well born and 
bred as any of them. The earl oblig’d Wbitelock 
to take precedence of him, and fat down himfelf 
next to him ; then the lord prefident of the council of 
ftate and the other commiffioners of the Great-feal ; 
then the earl of Salisbury and the lord Howard ; 
after them lieutenant-general Cromwell , and other 
members of parliament, and of the council of ftate, 
&c. The mufick at this teaft, which was very 
fumptuous, was only drums and trumpets ; no 
healths were drank, nor any incivility pafs’d. At 
this entertainment there was prefented by the city 
to the lord-general a large and weighty bafon and 
ewer of beaten gold •, and to lieutenant-general 
Cromwell three hundred pounds in plate, and two 
hundred pieces in gold. 

CROMWELL was now juft entering upon a 
new fcene of aftion, and making preparations for 
the reducing of Ireland to the power of the new 
commonwealth : But before we defcribe his memo- 
rable exploits in that kingdom, ’twill be proper to 
take a fhort view of the .pofture of affairs there 
for. fome-time paft, and the condition they were 
now in. 


Some ae- The Irifh rebellion, the mod barbarous 'and 
theaftL blood y tbat was ever exec uted in any part of the 
oi Ireland world, in which fo many thoufand Proteftants were 
before moft inhumanly maffacred, broke out in Oflober, 
CrmwelPi 1641, which tho’ it had been contriv’d with fuch 
lecrefy, and a&ed with fuch outrage, yet the city 
of Dublin was wonderfully preferv’d by Divine Pro- 
vidence, to be an afylum for filch as efcap’d thU 
ther, to avoid the fury of their bloody perfecutors, 
Many of the poor Proteftants came over alfo into 


England , hoping there to .find lhelter from the 
mercilefs enemy: But this proved little comfort to 
^hofe diftrefled fouls j for here they found, to the 
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increafe of their grief, that England was preparing 1649. 
on all fides to aft the fame upon one another, which .S/yv 
the Papifts had done againft them in Ireland. But 
tho* the difference between the king and parliament 
increas’d every day *, yet ’twas fo ordered, that 
fbme regiments were fent over into Ireland , v to flop 
the proceedings of the rebels. After the war had 
been carry’d on for fbme time in England , the king 
finding his affairs in a declining condition, and that 
the parliament gain’d 'ground upon him, he in 1 643, 
order’d the marquis of Ormond to make a truce with 
the Irijh, that he might have the affiftance of thofe 
Englijh forces that were in Ireland , in his war with 
the parliament. A ceffation of arms was aceord- 
ingly agreed upon ; but the Irifh infamoufly broke 
the articles of it : For the Englijh being now gone 
over to England , they on a fudden rofe againft the 
marquis, and had furpriz’d him, if he had not been 
inform’d before of their defign, and efcap’d into 
Dublin : And being in no condition to defend it, 
but obliged to deliver it up either to the Englijh fent 
by the parliament, or to. the Irijh , he gave, it up 
to the Englijh ■ (who made colonel Jones governor), 
and came over to the king, at what time he was 
carry’d from place to place by the army. 

The marquis had not been long gone, but the 
treacherous Irijh being terrify’d with the news, , 
that* the parliament was fending over an army thi- 
ther, requefted the prince, to whom the marquis 
had repair’d, to. fend him back, engaging therh- 
felves to fubmit abfolutely to his majefty’s authori- 1 
ty, and to obey the marquis as his lieutenant, and 
join with him to expel the parliament’s forces. 

The marquis being accordingly arriv’d, entered in- ' 
to moft difhonourable articles with the Irijh, who 
having made a confederacy among themfelves, foon 
became more formidable by the acceflion of the 
lord Incbiquin, prefident of Munjler , and the Scots 
jn the province of Uljler. Before the arrival of the ( 
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Digitized b, Goog : 



120 *Tbe LIFE of 

1649. marquis, the pope’s nuncio, who had been lent 
over to promote the grand rebellion, and had of 
late behav’d himfelf fo tyrannically, that he be- 
came intolerable even to the Irijh themfelves, was 
expell’d the kingdom : And now the royal ills and 
' Irijh being united, Ireland feem’d in a fair way of 
.being entirely reduc’d to the king’s obedience. But 
Owen Roe Oneal , the belt commander among the 
Irijh , not liking the articles of the confederacy, re- 
futed to be included in it, and joining with the par- 
liament’s forces relieved Londonderry , then belieged 
by the lord Ardes. Ormond however and the con- 
federates having a numerous army, the whole king- 
. dom was almoft reduced by them, excepting Lon- 
donderry, govern’d by Sir Charles Coot , and Dublin 
the chief city, wherein was colonel Jones with no 
very confiderable force, befides that his men were 
frequently deferring their colours. The enemy 
with their formidable army was now marching to 
befiegeit, arid tent many threatning fummons, re- 
quiring a fpeedy furrender of the place which not- 
withftanding, thro’ the vigilance of the governor, 
held out to the confulion of the befiegers. But his 
prefent difficulties, and the great danger he was in, 
made him renew his inftances to the parliament, in 
the moft preffing manner for Ipeedy ibpplies of 
men. and provifions > declaring, that elfe all would 
be loft. Hereupon the parliament, not infenfible 
of his condition, began to provide for the relief of 
Ireland with all pollible expedition : And appointed 
commiffary-general Ireton, colonel Scroop, colonel 
Horton , major-general Lambert , with their four 
regiments of horfe ; colonel Ewer , colonel Cook , 
colonel Hew Jon, and colonel Dean , with theirs of 
foot, and five troops of dragoons, all old foldiers 
of the Englijh army, for the laid fervice : And be- 
fides thefe, other regiments were rais’d by beat of 
drum, to make up a fufficient force for effectually 
carrying on fo great a work. 
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, The forces being in a great degree of readinefs, 1649. 
v the parliament began now to think of a general for yvy 
this expedition •, and having had fufficient experi- 
cnce of Cromwell's great abilities, and knowing no the Irijb 
tnan fo fit for the employment, they defired him fervice. 
to accept of it ; who not without fome feeming re- 
luftancy at laft undertook it, and after many hum- 
ble expreffions of his own unworthinefs and difabi- 
lity to fupport fo great a charge, and of the entire 
resignation of himfelf to their commahds, and ab- 
folute dependance upon God’s providence, he ac- - 
quainted them, that he fubmitted to their good will 
and pleafure, and defired them to haften all the ne- 
ceflary preparations ; “ For he confefs’d that kifig- 
“ dom to be reduced to fo great (freights, that he 
“ was willing to engage his own perfbn, purely • 

“ for the difficulties which appeared in the expedjr- 
“ tion ; and more out of hope to give fome ob- 
“ ftruftion to the prefent fuccefs of the rebels, and 
“ to preferve to the commonwealth fome footing 
“ in that kingdom, than from any expedition that 
“ he fhould be. able, with his ftrength, in any fig- 
“ nal degree to prevail over them.” 

The houfe was fo well pleas’d with thisanfwer. He is 
that immediately after, on the 2 2d of June, he had made 
a pompous commiffion given him in Latin and Eng- lord lien- 
UJh, to command all forces to be fent into Ireland , 
and to be lord-governor both as to civil and mili- 
tary affairs in that kingdom, for three years : And 
colonel Jones was made lieutenant-general of the 
horfe. From the very minute of his receiving this 
charge, Cromwell us’d an incredible expedition in 
the raffing of money, providing of fhipping, and 
drawing the forces together for this enterprize. 

The foldiers march’d with great fpeed to the ren- 
dezvous at Milford- Haven, there to expeft the new 
lord-deputy. ' 

About this time, Cromwell had a remarkable 
interview wjth the lord Broghill s who having form’d 
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1649. a defign of deferting the 'parliament’s fervice, as 
\/Vv) the earl of Inchiquin had done, came privately to 
markable London , intending to go to the king in France. 
interview He was no fooner come to London , but a gentle- 
with the man came to him from the lord governor Crom- 
lord Brog- well, to acquaint him th^t he would pay him a vi- 
fit, if he knew when he would be at leifure; at 
which, Brogbill was exceedingly furpriz’d, having v 
never had any acquaintance with him} and told 
the meffenger he fuppos’d he was miftaken in the 
perfon he was fent to : Bijt the gentleman convin- 
cing him he was not, the lord Brogbill own’d who 
he was,' and faid he would not give his excellency 
the trouble to come to him, but he would wait upon 
him. The meffenger had not been long gone, be- 
fore Cromwell came himfelf, and after compliments 
pafs’d, defired to fpeak with his lordfhip in pri- 
vate j when he told him. He bad a great refpeft fcr 
him, and was therefore come to acquaint him with 
fomething that very nearly concerned him , and to give 
him bis advise upon it. He then told him, that the 
' council of jlate were inform'd of bis defign in crojfmg 
the water (which the lord Brogbill had communi- 
cated to two or three trufty friends only) that in- 
fie ad of going to the Spaw be defigned to go to the king , 
and take a commiffionfrom him to att againfi the par- 
liament in Ireland : That the council bad good proof 
of what be faid , and could produce copies of bis let- 
ters to that purpofe ; upon which it was refolved to 
fend him to the Tower ; which bad been done , if 
bimfelf had not prevented it, and obtained time to 
confer with him, to fee if he could be indued to alter 
his. purpofe. The lord Brogbill feeing it would be 
to no purpofe to evade the .matter, afk’d CromweW s 
pardon, thank’d him for his good offices, and re- 
quefted him to advife him. Cromwell reply’d, 
That the council of fiate and be were no firangers to 
his actions in Ireland j and the fubduing of the rebels 
being committed to him, _ he was authoriz'd by the 

council 
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council to offer him a general command, if be •would 1649. 
ferve in that war. Broghill readily accepted this '✓V**-/ 
offer, and gave his word and honour, that he would 
be faithful to the parliament : And fo having re- 
ceived a commiffion to be matter of the ordnance, 
and to command in Munfier , he embark’d for Ire- 
land, where he was no fooner arriv’d, but feveral 
gentlemen, who had ferv’d under him in thofe 
wars, join’d him j fo that he foon form’d a troop 
of horfe, 'and within a little time after, rais’d a re- 
giment of 1500 foot, which were ready to join the 
lord governour Cromwell at his landing. 

His excellency having difpatch’d his bufmefs Hispom- 
with the parliament, on the 10th of July left Lon- P° a ““ h 
don , fetting forward in great flate, being drawn in f r0 m Lom- 
a coach with fix horfes, and attended by many dm. 
members pf the parliament and council of ftate, 
with the chief officers of the army ; his life-guard 
confifting of eighty men, who had /formerly been 
commanders, bravely mounted and accouter’d, both 
themfelves and fervants. Thus he was condufted 
to Brentford , where thofe gentlemen, who accom- 
pany ’d him, took their leaves, wifliing a profpe- 
rous iffue to this undertaking ; whom he anfwer*d 
again with great civility and refpeft. From hence 
he potted direftly for Brifiol , to take order for the 
train of artillery, and many other matters neceflary 
for the hattening his men on fhipboard. 

From Brifiol he takes his way into Wales , hav- He fends 
jng fent over three regiments before, viz. colonel /“S cour * 
Reynolds's of horfe, colonel Venable? s and colonel • 
MonV s of foot, Thefe were fhipped from Chefier , 
and the ports thereabout ; and being favour’d with 
a profperous gale, quickly arriv’d at the port of 
Lublin, where they were welcom’d with unfjaeak- 
able joy and gladnefs. The citizens fpared for no- 
thing that might be any relief to the fea-fick fol- 
diers, hoping that the recovery of their health 
fnjght be a means of enlarging their liberties, who - 

' now 
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1649. now were almoft wholly confin’d within the nar- 
VYNJ row compafs of their city walls. And they were 
not at all difappointed of their expe&ation : For 
Jones having his courage much heighten’d by the 
coming over of thefe fupplies, how car’d not for 
the enemy’s bravadoes, but relblved to remove 
them farther off; which he in a very little time 
effected. 

By which For on the 2d of Auguft he difcovered a party 

mmd’ Izr- t ^ c enemy, about fifteen hundred foot' befides 

my u to- horfe, drawn down to their new work at Baggot- 
tally rout- ratb, a place about a quarter of a mile eaftward of 
***- the city upon the fea. Hence they defign’d to run 
their trenches towards the city- works, thereby to 
fecure thofe forts which were begun to be rais’d 
towards the water, that they might hinder the land- 
ing of the forces and fupplies expefted from Eng- 
land. But Jones and Reynolds, with the reft of the 
commanders in the city, obferving the enemy’s de- 
fign, judged it neceflary to interrupt them: And 
fo prefently drawing out twelve hundred horfe and 
four thoufand' foot, they foon enter’d the enemy’s 
new works, and fell upon them with fo much fury, 
that they routed the horfe at the firft charge ; and 
foon after cut in pieces the greateft part of their 
foot, and took moft of the reft prilbners. The 
report of this difafter foon reach’d the general Or- 
mond's ears, who was then playing at tables in his 
tent ; and underftanding alfo, that Jones was ma- 
king towards his main army, be wijhed the rebels 
would come that he might have fome J port with them , 
and lb went on with his game : But he was foon 
forced to leave it ; for Jones with his men follow- 
ing the chafe to Rathmims , where Ormond s camp 
Was, engag’d his whole army, and after two hours 
fight, totally routed them with a very gr6at flaugh- 
ter. Four thouiand were reckond to be kill’d on 
the place and in the chafe, and above two thouiand 
five hundred taken prilbners, of whom feveral were 

' men 
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men of quality, and amOngft the reft Ormond % own 
brother, himfelf very narrowly efcaping. They 
left all their great guns, ammunition, and provifi- 
ons, behind them ; and withal a rich camp to re- 
ward the valiant foldiers; who with thefpoilofit 
fo trick’d themfelves up, that when they returned 
to Dublin , many of the officers did not know their 
own men, they were grown fo fine. This great 
victory was obtained with the lols of few, not a- 
bove twenty of the parliament’s party being miffing 
after the fight was over. The fucceft was the more 
remarkable, becaufe unexpe&ed on both fides ; 
Jones with his handful of men being led on ftep by 
ftep to a compleat vidtory, whereas their utmoft 
defign, at the beginning of the adtion, was only to 
beat the enemy from Baggot-ratb. Ormond's party 
were fo furpriz’d, that they had not time to carry- 
off their money, which lay at Rathfarnham, for the 
paying of their army, where Jones feiz’d four rhou- 
iand pounds very feafonably for the payment of his 
men. The marquis upon this defeat fled to Kilken- 
ny with a confiderable number: Others betook 
themfelves to Drogheda or Tredab , whither he 
foon came himfelf with three hundred horfe, and in 
very good time *, for lieutenant-general Jones hoping 
the town might be fo terrified with this overthrow 
as to furrender, haftened thither with fome horfe to 
fummon it ; but having notice of Ormond's. coming, 
he marched back to Dublin. 

The lord-governor Cromwell being at Milford- 
Haven , receiv’d the full. account of Ormond's defeat, 
when he rather expedted to hear of the loft of Dub- 
• lin, and was in great perplexity what to do. But 
the clouds being dilpers’d upon the news of the 
great, fuccels his party had that he. font before, he 
deferr’d not to embark his whole army. On the 
thirteenth of Auguft^ he fet fail from Milford-Ha- 
ven with thirty-two fhips, wherein was the van of 
his army j Ireton foon following him with the main 
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1649. body in forty two other veffels, Hugh Pet erf 
r \Sy~u with twenty fail bringing up the' rear. With a 
at ver f profperous wind they foon arriv’d at Dublin , 
tn ’ where' they were receiv’d with all poflible demon- 
ftration of joy, the great guns echoing forth their 
welcome, and the acclamations of the people re- 
founding in every ftreet. Cromwell being come in- 
to the city,, where the concourfe of the people was 
very great (they all flocking to fee him, whom be- 
fore they had heard fo much of) at a convenient 
place he made a Hand, and with his hat in his hand 
made a fpeech to them; telling them, “ That as 
** God had brought him thither in fafety, fo he 
“ doubted not but, by his divine providence, to 
** reftore them all to their juft liberties and proper- 
** ties *, and that all thofe, whole hearts and affedi- 
“ ons were real for the carrying on of the great 
“ work againft the barbarous and blood-thirfty 
“ lrijhy and all their adherents and confederates, 
“ for the prqpagating of the gofpel of Chrift, the 
“ eftabliihing of truth and peace, and reftoring 
“ that bleeding nation to its former happinefs and 
“ tranquility, fhould find favour and prote&ion 
“ from the parliament of England , and from him- 
“ felf, and withal receive fuch rewards and gra- 
“ tuities, as fhould be anfwerable to their merits.” 

- " This fpeech was entertain’d with great applaufe by 

the people, who all cry’d out, 'That they would live 
and die with him. 


C H A Pi II. 

His aSiions in Ireland, arid return from thence. 

T HE army having refrefH’d themfelves, and 
the lord-lieutenant having fettled both the 
‘ military and civil affairs of Dublin, he drew his 
forces out of the city to a general mufter, where 
appear’d a complect body of fifteen thoufand horfe 

and 
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and foot ; out of which was drawn twelve regi- 1645. 
ments, containing in all about ten thoufand ftout 
refolute men, for the prefent fervice. With this 
army, furnifhed with all things necefiary, be ad- 
vanced towards Lredagh, a town well fortified, with 
a garrifon in it of two thoufand five hundred foot, 
and three hundred horfe, the. flower of the royal 
army, under the command of Sir Arthur AJhton , a 
brave experienced foldier. The marquis of Or- 
mond had forefeen, that this place, by realbn of its 
neighbourhood and fituation, would be firft attemp- 
ted, it not being likely that the enemy would 
leave fo confiderable a fortrels behind them ; and 
he was in hopes he {hould have time to recruit his 
flutter'd army, and repair the lols of the late de- 
feat, while ■ Cromwell (hould be wafting his forces 
againft a town they believ’d could hold out a 
month, and before that time be reliev’d : But the 
event lhew’d how much he was miftaken. 

CROMWELL was no fooner come before He (forms 
Itredagh , but, obferving the rules of war, he fum- Tredagb. 
mon’d the governour to furrender ; which fum- 
mons was flighted, and look’d upon rather as a 
matter of formality, than that he did believe to 
have the town upon it. Hereupon the lord-go- 
vernor order’d all things for a quick difpatch of 
the fiege. Ayfcough' s lhips block’d them up by fea ; 
and on the land, the white flag was taken down, 
and the red enfign difplay’d before the town. The 
befieged were not much difmay’d at this, as ex- 
pecting fuccour from the marquis of Ormond ; and 
they feem’d to be unanimous in this refolution, ra- 
ther than deliver up the town, to expire with it ; 
as they did not long after. 

For Cromwell being fenfible of themifchiefs of 
a long fiege, like an impatient conqueror, would 
not fpend time in the common forms of approaches * 

and turnings *, but immediately planted a ftrong 
battery, which foon levell’d the fteeple of a church 
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1649. on the South fide of the town, and a tow8r that 
flood near it. The next day, the battery continu- 
ing, the comer tower between the Eaft and South 
walls 'was demolifhed, and two breaches made, 
which fome regiments of foot immediately en- 
ter’d but they were not made, low enough tor the 
horfe to go in with them. Here the utmoft brave- 
ry was fhewn on both fides, the breaches being not 
more courageoufly aflaulted than valiantly defended. 
The enemy within fo furioufly charg’d thole who 
firft enter’d, that they drove them back again 
feller than they dame in. Cromwell , who was all 
this while Handing at the battery, obferving this. 
Hi* brave- drew out a frclh referve of colonel Ewer's foot, and 
conduit P^ 00 bravely enter’d with them once more in- 
la that to the town. This example of their general in* 
aCUon. fpir*d the foldiers with fuch frelh courage, that 
none were able to Hand before them *, and having 
now gain’d the town, they made a terrible (laugh- 
ter, putting ail they met with, that were in arms, 
to the fword *, Cromwell having exprelsly com- 
manded not to fpare any one that Ihould be found 
in arms ; the defigfi of which was to difeourage o- 
ther places from making oppofnion •, to which pur- 
pofe the- lord-governor wrote to the parliament. 
That he believ'd this feverity would fave much effu- 
fton of blood. Aft oris men did not fell unreveng’d, 
for they fought bravely, and .dcfperatcly difputed 
ivery corner of the ftreets, making the conquerors 
win what they had by inches. The ftreets at fell 
proving too hot, they fled to the churches and 
fteeples, and other places of Ihelter. About an 
hundred were got into St. Peters church-fteeple, 
refolving there to fell their lives at as dear a rate 
as polfible \ but they «were all quickly blown up 
with gunpowder, only one man efcaping, who 
leap’d from the tower: The wind befriending him, 
he receiv’d no further hhrt by the fall than break- 
ing his leg ; which Cromwell's men feeing, took 
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him up, and gave him quarter. In other places, 
when they refus’d to yield upon fummons, ftrong 
guards were immediately put upon them to ftarve 
them out ; Which foon had that effedt as to make, 
them furrender themfelves to the mercy of the 
conquerors, which was indeed but fmall ; for all 
the officers were prefently knock’d on the head, 
and every tenth man of the foldiers kill’d, and 
the reft thruft on fhipboard for Barbadoes. The 
governour Sir Arthur Afton , here likewife met his 
fate, being put to the fword among the reft. And 
thus was this ftrong place taken and fack’d in lefs 
than a week’s time, which the rebellious Irijh were 
three whole years in taking/ This great adlion 
was fo furprizing, that O-Neal, at the hearing of 
it, fwore a great oath. That if Cromwell had taken 
Tredagh by Jlorm, if he fhould Jlorm hell , be would 
take it. 

The difmal deftrudlion of Tredagh render’d 
Cromwell's name formidable to all other places 
round about. Few of them had fo much refo- 
lution as to expeft a fummons, to furrender ; and 
particularly the garrifons of Trim and Dundalk^ 
fearing the like ufage, abandon’d them to the con- 
queror. In this laft place their hafte was fo great, 
that they left their great guns behind them, on the 
platforms. Cromwell did not, at that time, carry 
on his conquefts any farther northward, but re- 
turn’d to Dublin , and march’d with his army to- 
ward Wexford , that part lying convenient for fub- 
fifting his army in the fouthern counties. In his 
march, a place call’d Killingkerick, about fourteen 
miles from Dublin , being deferted by the enemy, 
he put a party of his men into it. Arckloe-cajlle 
was likewife abandon'd, and many other places 
fubmitted to him. • 

On the ift of Oftober> Cromwell with his army 
came before Wexford , and lent a fummons to the 
governour, colonel David Synnst , requiring a fpee- 
' K dy- 
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1649. dyfurrender. His anfwer was lbmewhat dubious, 
which occafion’d many papers to pals betwixt him 
and the lord-general Cromwell. The governour 
did this on purpofe to protradt time until the earl 
of Cajtlebaven had thrown a party of five hun- 
dred fbot into the town to reinforce the garrifon ; 
and having now receiv’d thefe recruits, he refolv’d* 
to defend the place as long as he could, and feem’d 
to defy all attempts that might be made againft 
him. Upon this, Cromwell applies himfelf in good 
earned to the work, and bends his greateft force 
againft the caftle, knowing, that upon the gaining 
of that, the town muft loon follow; He caus’d a 
battery to be erected againft it, whereby a fmall 
breach being made, commiflioners were fent from 
the enemy, to treat about a furrender. In the mean 
time the guns continued firing, no cefiation having 
been agreed upon •, whereby the breach in the ca- 
ftle being made wider, the guard that was appoint- 
ed to defend it, quitted their poll ; whereupon 
fome of Cromwells men enter’d the caftle, and fet 
up their colours at the top of it. The enemy ob- 
serving this, quitted their ftations in all parts, fo 
that the others getting over the walls, poflefled 
themfelves of the town without any great oppofi- 
tion, and let open the gates for the horfe to enter, 
tho* they could do but little fervice, all the ftreets 
being barr*d with cables. The town being thus 
enter’d, none were fuffer’d to live that were found 
in arms ; and lb they cut their way thro’ the ftreets, 
till they came to the market-place, where the ene- 
my fought defperately for fome time ; but were at 
laft quite broken, and all who were found in arms 
put to the fword. Ludlow fays, that the foot prels’d 
the enemy fo dole, that, crowding to efcape over 
the water, they lb over-loaded the boats, that ma- 
ny of them were drowned. Great riches were taken 
in this town, it being efteem’d by the enemy a 
place of ftrength s and fome Ihips were feized in 
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the harbour, which had much interrupted the com- 1649, 
merce of that coaft. The lord-lieutenant Cromwell v. 
appointed commiffioners to take care of the goods 
that were found in the town belonging to the ene- • 
my, that they might be improv’d to the beft ad- 
vantage for ,the publick. . The redu&ion of this 
place was of very confiderable advantage to the 
conquerors, being a port-town, and very conve- 
nient for receiving fupplies from England. And 
the feverity that was exercis’d here, had the fame 
effect with that us’d before at Drogheda j the terror 
fpreading into all towns and forts along the coaft 
as far -as Dublin , fpar’d the general the trouble of 
fummoning them. 

The winter now coming oil, and it being a ve- 
ry wet feafon, Cromwell’s troops fuffer’d much from 
the weather, and the flux then raging amongft 
them. Many thought thefe reafons ihould have 
oblig’d him for the prefent to put a flop to his con- 
quefts j but he was of another mind, and more in 
the right than they. The difficulties the marquis 
of Ormond met with in bringing a new army into 
the field, after his late defeat, the ancient ditagree- 
ment again breaking out between the Popiflo confe- 
derates' and him, on account of that difafter, the 
fecret intelligence held by Cromwell in the province 
of Munjler , - and the mighty affairs that call’d him 
back over the fea, feem’d to him more powerful 
motives for continuing the war, than the winter was 
•to interrupt his progrefs. 

Being thus refolv*d, he marches with his army He re- 
towards Rofs, a ftrong town upon the Barrow. ducwJtyK 
The lord Taffe was governour of this place, who 
had a ftrong garrifbn with him *, and the better to 
fecure it, Ormond, Caftlebcrven , and the lord Ardes , 
in their own perfbns, caus’d fifteen hundred men 
more to be boated over to reinforce it, Cromwell's 
army all the while looking on, without being-able 
to hinder them. However, the lofd-governour no 
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1649. fooner came before the town, but he fent the go- 
vernour a fummons to this effect, “ That fince his 
V comiiig into Ireland he ever endeavour’d to a- 
“ void the effufion of blood, having been before 
. “ no place, where he did not firft fend them fuch 

“ terms, as might be for their prefer vation ; and 
‘‘ to continue the like courfe, he how fummons 
“ them to deliver up the town to the parliament 
** of England.'* No anfwer was at prelent return’d 
to this fummons, till the great guns began to play ; 
when the governour, being apprehenfive of the 
feme ufege that other garrifons had before met 
with, was willing to treat ; which being allow’d, 
they came to this agreement, “ That the town be 
“ deliver’d up to lord-general Cromwell ', and they 
* * within march away with bag and baggage to Kil- 
“ kenny Which fifteen hundred of them accord- 
ingly did ; but fix hundred of them being Englijh , 
revolted to Cromwell. 

In the mean time Kingfale, Cork , Toughall, 
Bandon-bridge , and other garrifons voluntarily de- 
clar’d for die conqueror ; which garrifons prov’d 
of great ufe to the reduction of Munjler , and con- 
fequently of all Ireland. Sir Charles Coot and co- 
lonel Venables were very fuccefsful in the north i 
and the lord Broghtll and colonel Hewfon did good 
fervice in other places. 

Befieges CROMWELL having made himfelf .matter of 
»«»**and a bridge of boats to be laid over the 

retreats Barrow, and his army to fit down before Duncan- 
from non, a ftrong fort commanded by colonel Wogan : 

thence. But this place was fo well provided with all things 

neceflary, that it was judg’d it would be time loft 
to tarry long before it. And fo the army quickly 
role, and march’d away into the county of Kilken- 
ny, where the marquis 'of Ormond, being join’d by 
Inchequin, feem’d refolv’d to give Cromwell battle. 
His army was ftrong both in horfe and foot, far 
furpafling Cromwell's , which was much weaken’d 
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by continual duty, difficult marches, the flux, and 1649. 
other difeafes. Notwithftanding which, the mar- 
quis, upon the approach of his enemy, drew off 
■without making any attempt, or-ftriking one 
ftroke. Upon which, Eniftegoe, a little walled town, 
about five miles from Rofs, was reduc’d by colonel 
Abbot ", and colonel Reynolds , with twelve troops of 
'Jiorfe, and three of dragoons, march’d up to Car- 
rick where having divided his men into two parts, 
whilft he amus’d them with one party, he enter’d 
a gate with the other, taking about a hundred pri- 
foners, without the lofs of a man. 

The news hereof being brought to the lord-ge- 
neral Cromwell, then at Rofs, where he had conti- " 
nued for fome time indifpos’d, he immediately 
march’d away with his army to befiege Waterford, 
in hopes of gaining that important place before his 
forces fhould draw into winter-quarters. Being 
come before it, he prefen tly dfetach’d a regiment 
of horfe, and three troops of dragoons to reduce 
Pajfage-fort * which party met with the defir’d fuc- 
cefs, the fort and cattle, with five great gyns, and 
much arms and ammunition, being foon delivered 
up to them. But the fiege of Waterford was not His army 
fo fuccelsfully carried on •, for Cromwell perceiving 
that the city refolv’d to Hand upon their own de- t ” r q^,.* 
fence, and it being now December, and the wea- ter*, 
thei; very wet, he thought it moft advifable to draw ' 
off his army into winter-quarters j where they 
might be refrelh’d againft the fpring, for the bet- 
ter finilhing of the work they had fo proiperoufly 
begun. 

In the mean time, a party of the enemy from 
Waterford , and another from Duncannon , joining 
together, befieg’d Pajfage-fort ; but being fet upon ' 

by colonel Zankoy , they were totally routed, a great 
many of them being kill’d, and three hundred and 
fifty taken prifoners. Several other fkirmilhes were 
maintain’d with the like fuccefs j but the lofs of 
R 3 lieutenant- 
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lieutenant-general Jones, who died about this time 
at Wexford , of a violent fever, {truck a damp irpon 
all. He was a man every way bold and daring, 
bf wonderful courage and refolution, and yet he 
govern'd his valour with prudence, being not raib, 
but advis’d in all his attempts : The army had a 
great lofs of him, and his death was foon follow’d 
by that of colonel Wolf, and fcout-mafter-general 
Roe. Many of the common foldiers had likewife 
their (hare in this mortality, but their numbers 
Vrete recruited by continual ltipplies lent from Eng- 
land by the parliament. And now alfo the Irijh,. 
-as well as the Brilijh foldiers, under the marquis of 
Ormond, being allur’d by the fuccefies, and wrought 
upon by the invitations of the corn mon- wealth , as 
alfo deterr’d by the plague that rag’d amongft 
them, together with the want of pay and necefla- 
ries, ran by whole troops to Cromwell's camp ; 
who made very great ufe of the Irijh animofities, 
and of the jealoufies between them and Ormond: 
He us’d to ask fome of the marquis’s friends, whom 
he had taken prifoners. What the marquis of Or- 
mond had to do with Charles Stuairt, and what ob- 
ligations be had receiv'd from him •, and then would 
fpeak of the hard ufage his grandfather had met 
with from king James , and the long imprilonment 
he had fuftained by him, for not fubmitting to an 
extrajudicial determination, and laid, be was confi- 
dent, if ‘the marquis and he could meet and confer to- 
gether, they Jhouldpart very good friends. And ma- 
ny, who heard thefe difeourfes, by his permiflion, 
gave the marquis information of all he had laid, 
Whilst the army continued in their winter-, 
quarters, the vigilant and aflive Cromwell would 
not fit. frill, but vifited all the garrifons that were 
iri his poffeflion jn Munfter, and order'd all affairs 
both military and -civil. When he came to King- 
fale , the mayor of the town (as was ufual in other 
places) deliver’d to him the mace and keys j which 


Digitized by Goog 



Oltver Cromwell. 135 

he return’d not to him again, but gave them to 1649, 
colonel Stubber the governor. This was the more >J 
taken notice of, becaufc it had not been us'd by the 
lord-lieutenant ; but the reafon of this proceeding 
was, becaufe the. may or was an Irijhman> and alfo 
a papift, and fo 'twas not judg'd proper tp entruft 
fuch a one with the government of fo important a 
place. . • . 

Abouit this time the parliament being appfe- 
heoftve of the defigns that were carrying on againft 
them in Scotland in favour of the king, and think- 
ing they might have occafion to make ufe of Crom- 
well for preventing the milchief that threatned 
them, from thence, reiolv'd that he Ihould be lent 
for over into England , ordering the fpeaker to 
write a letter to him for that purpofe ; but it bang 
towards the latter end of March before he receiv’d 
this letter, and it being not his temper to lie long 
idle, when he knew he had much to do, he pro- 
ceeded in his work of reducing Ireland , and was 
very fuccefsfol in it. The month of January was He takes 
hardly expir’d, when the army took the field again the field 
in- two bodies, which he divided on purpofe to di- a 2 am ’ 
ftrefc the marquis of Ormond. Himfelf took one 
party, and another was led by Ireton, who march’d 
away to Carried in order to reinforce himfelf by 
the conjanftion of colonel Reynolds. Thefe were to 
march into the enemy’s quarters two feveralways, 
and to meet together at a rendezvous near Kilkenny. 

In. order to. this defign, Cromwell with his party 
march’d away over the Blackwater , towards the 
counties of Limerick and Upper ary. The fir ft 
place reduc’d by him was a caftle call’d Kilkenny , 
upon the borders, of the county of Limerick. Af- g evera j 
ter that, he took Clogbem-boufe , belonging to places de- 
Sir Richard Everard , one of the fupreme council liver’d up 
of the Irijh. From thence he march’d to Roghill -. to him ' 
caSile, which upon fummons was deliver'd up to 
. him. Here, with much difficulty he pafs’cf the ri- 
K 4 ver. 
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1649. ver Sbewr, and without delay march’d away to 
l/YNJ Featbard , a garrifon town where one Butler was 
governor. Being got into the fuburbs about ten 
at night, he fent a trumpet with a fummoris to the 
town •, but they (hot at the trumpet, and being in- 
form’d that the lord-lieutenant was with the party, 
they laid, ‘That it was not a fit time to fend a fummons 
Ttatbtrd * n ™gbt. Upon this a refolution being taken 
furren- t0 the governor thought fit to fend two 

der’d to commillioners to treat with the lord-lieutenant ; and 
him upon after one night fpent in the treaty, the town was 
attic es. f urre nder’d the next morning upon articles j which 
Cromwell the more readily granted them, becaufe 
he had but few foot, and no great guns nor ladders ; 
and feventeen companies of the Uljter foot were 
within five miles of the town. The enemy quitted 
it in fome diforder, after which the magiftrates 
fent a petition to the lord-lieutenant, defiring his 
protection. 

He ftorms The forces having a little reffelh’d themfelves 
and takes at Featbard , the general march’d ,with them from 
Calan, thence to Calan , garrilbn’d by the enemy. Here 
he was join’d by Ireton , Reynolds , and Zankey, 
making up in all a confiderable body. The chief 
ftrength of Calan confifted in three cattles that were 
in the towii 5 and thefe the foldiers ftorm’d one 
after another, and carry’d them all. Thus the 
place held out but one day, and paid dear for that 
Ihort refinance, all who were in arms being put to 
the fword, except Butler? s troops, which furren- 
der’d before the cannon was fired. This lo terri- 
fy’d fome who defended a houfe about a mufquet- 
lhot from the town, that they prefently lent to de- 
fire liberty to remove to Kilkenny ; which the lord- 
general readily granted. The foldiers having fuffi- 
ciently furnilh’d themfelves with the provifions they 
found in the town, march’d back again to Featbard., 
by the way, taking the two caftles of CttoRofer , and 
Bully -nard j after which foon follow'd Kiltennon, 
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'Arfennon, Coher, and Dundrum, very confiderable 1649. 
places. t-YV 

The lord-governor Cromwell had now entirely 
fubdued all places of importance, except Limerick , 
Waterford , ClonmeU , Galloway, and Kilkenny . Thefe 
were places of great ftrength, and would take up 
much time ; however, he refolv’d to attempt the 
laft : But fearing the force he had might not be 
fufficient to carry on the defign, he fent orders to 
colonel Hewfon, the new governor of Dublin, to 
bring him ail the forces he could draw out of the 
garrifons of Wexford, and the other polls he had 
taken on that fide. Accordingly Hewfon, after 
having taken Laughlin- Bridge, join’d the lord-go- . 
vernor’s army near Gowram, a populous town, 
defended by a ftrong caftle, whereof one Hammond 
a Kentifh-man was governor. Being fummoned _ , 
to deliver it up, he return’d a very refoluteanfwer, Gmnfm 
having great confidence in the valour of his men, 
who were Ormond's own regiment. Upon this, 
the great guns began to play, and did fuch furious 
execution, that he loon thought it time for him to 
beat a parley : But it was now too late } for he 
could obtain no other conditions than thefe, “ That 
“ the common lbldiers lhould have their lives, and 

the officers be difpos’d of as lhould be thought 
“ fit.” The place being thus delivered up, to 
which Hammond was enforc’d by the fedition of the 
foldiers, he and all the commilfion-officers but one,, 
were the next day lhot to death ; and the prieft, 
who was chaplain to the popilh foldiers in the re- 
giment, hanged. • u 

After this, the lord-governor proceeds in his Befieges 
defign of befieging the city of Kilkenny. The gar- xfiSm. 
rifon there required- a more than ordinary ftrength J ' 
to reduce it, as having been again and again rein- 
forc’d by thofe who had furrender*d upon articles 
the fmall towns and cattles in that county. But 
Cromwell , notatalldifcourag’datthis, onthe2ad • 
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*650. of Match, few firflt of alia finall party of horfe 
before to make difeovery, and fhortly after came 
up with, hia whole force. Being advanc’d within 
a roiteof the cfey, he made a ftand, and fent a 
fummons roSir Walter Bviler the governour, and 
lie corporation, to deliver up the city, for the ufe 
of the parliament of England. The anfwer which 
vnas return’d: the next day not being fatisfinffcory, 
Cromwell made his approaches near to the walL, and 
caustta. battery to be erqdbed in the moil convenient 
- place for annoying the befieged, and opening an 
entrance to the befiegers. In the mean time the be- . 
fieged were not idle j fcpt dbferving where the ene- 
my bent his greateftilrength, endeavour’d there to 
make the greatest oppofition, by railing two re- 
trenchments, within, ftrongly pallifeding, them, and 
placing feme pieces that might play to.the bell ad-, 
vantage. Cromwell however, having maJe all the 
necefiary preparations, fell furioufly to battering the 
walls v whereby, after making about an hundred 
lhot, a breach was open’d. In the mean while, 
colonel Ewer , , with a thoufeod foot, was order’d to 
attempt another part of the city, called Irifh~town ; 
and the better to facilitate this enterprize, the fol- 
dierS' were order’d to attack the foremention’d 
breach j which they accordingly did, but were forc’d 
to retreat with lofe. However, the defign took 
effect v for by this means the whole ftrength of the 
enemy was held in play, while colonel Ewer with 
his party gain’d; Irijbrtowm j which they did with 
very little lofs. There was on the other fide of the 
river another fmall town, or fuburbs to the main city, 
and it was thought convenient to fend eight com- 
panies of foot to po fiefs themfelves of it which was 
done without any oppofition : And this animated 
them to endeavour to force a pafiage over the bridge 
into the city but the feme misfortune happen’d as 
"before at the breach. , However, thefe defperate 
attempts occafiorv’d the 'governour. to refkdl more 
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^erioufly upon his prefenccircumftances i,for the gar- 
rifbn in Cantwcl-caStk , whom he had fent for, had 
defired paffes of the lord-goVernour Cromwell to go 
beyond fea, and enter themfelves into the fervice of 
foreign princes, engaging never to aft againft the 
parliament of England •, which requeft Cromwell 
granted them. But that which mofl of all difcou- 
rag’d the governour, was, that he muft not only de- 
fend himfelf,- but muft alio be his own relief, there 
being no army in the field fufficiantfor that purpoie. 
Thefe thirds, together with the confideration, that 
the longer he flood out the worfe he would fare, in- 
duc’d him’ to enter into a treaty ; and after a day's 
debate, they came to an agreement upon the follow- 
ing terms : “ Firft x That the city and caftle fhould 
** be deliver'd up to the lord-governour Cromwell , 
** with all the arms, ammunition, and publick ftores. 
“ Secondly, The inhabitants of Kilkenny to be pro- 
** tefted in their perfons, goods, and eftates, from 
“ the violence of the foldiery ; aqd fuch as had a 
“ mind to remove, to have liberty fo to do, three 
“ months after the date of the articles. ‘Thirdly , 
“ The governour, officers, and foldiers to march 
“ away with bag and baggage. Fourthly, The city 
**, to pay two thoufand pounds as a gratuity to his 
“ excellency the lord Cromwell' % army.” 

Thus was the city of Kilkenny , which had been 
the nurfery of the late rebellion, and the refidence 
of the fupreme council, reduc’d to the parliament’s 
obedience in lets than a week's time, and that chiefly 
by the vigilance, aftivity', and indefatigable indu- 
ftry of the lord general Cromwell', who would al- 
ways bear a (hare in the hardfhips his foldiers were 
expos’d to, and never flinch ftom them at any time 
when his perfonal valour was necefiary j fo that he 
frequently laid afide the dignity of a great com- 
mander, to aft the part of a private fbldier. 

CROMWELL Hay’d no longer at Kilkenny 
than was necefiary to fettle the affairs of that city 

after 
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1650. -after which he march’d with the army to Carrick , 
'vyrv'-' from thence to proceed upon further aftion. Here 
tod*””- he wrote a letter to thefpeaker of the parliament, 
fcmenL* 1 ” giving a particular account of the taking of Kilken- 
ny, and feveral other places of left importance. 
And then concerning his coming over into England, 
he confefc’d he had receiv’d many private intima- 
tions of the parliament’s pleafure, as to that matter, 
and copies of their votes; but all thefe were but 
private intimations. He faid, that he receiv’d not 
the fpeaker*s letter till March 2 2d, which was dated 
Jan. 8 . and then fuppofed the army to be in winter- 
quarters, and the time of the year not fuitable for 
prelent action : Upon which he concludes thus ; 
“ Making this as the reafonof your command (viz. 
“ the ’ army being in winter-quarters, &c.) and 
** your forces having been in aftion ever fince 
** Jan. 29. and your letter which was to be the 
“ rule of my obedience, coming to my hands after 
“ our having been fo long in aftion, with refpeft 
“ had to the reafons you were pleas’d to ufe there- 
“ in ; and having receiv’d a letter, figned by your- 
“ fclf of the 26th of Feb. which mentions not a 
“ word of the continuance of your pleafure cori- 
“ cerning my coming over ; I did humbly conceive 
** it much confifted with my duty, humbly to beg 
** a politive fignification, what your will is ; pro- 
“ felling (as before the Lord) that I am moft ready 
“ to obey your commands herein, with all alacri- 
** ty ; rejoicing only to be about that work which 
, “ I am called to by thofe whom God hath let over 

“ me, which I acknowledge to be you ; and fear- 
“ ing only in obeying you, to difobey you. I 
“ moft humbly and earneftly befeech you to judge 
“ for me, whether your letter doth not naturally 
“ allow me the liberty of begging a more clear ex- 
** preflion of your command and pleafure ; which 
when vouchfifed to me, will find moft ready' 
“ and chearful oblervance from, &V.” 

About 
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About this time, the marquis of Ormond, 1650. 
the lord Caftlebaven , and the bifhop of Clogher, 
reflecting on the defperate condition of their af- 
fairs, appointed a meeting in Weft- Meath, with the * " 
gentlemen of that county, to confider of fome 
better way to fupport their caufe, which was now 
almoft ruin’d every where. In this meeting Or- 
mond propos’d; “ Fir ft. Whether they were able 
“ to raile fuch forces, as might be fulficient to 
“ engage with Cromwell. , Secondly, In cafe they 
“ were not able to fight, whether it were not ne- 
“ ceffary with all the forces they could make, to 
** fell into the Englijh quarters, and there to 
“ burn a/id deftroy w l hat they could, that they 
“ might not be able to fubfift. Thirdly, If this were 
“ not feafible, then whether it were not molt con- 
“ venient for them all to join in fome propofitions. 

** of peace for the whole kingdom ; or every one 
“ for himfelf, to make his particular application.’’ 

This laft expedient was molt approv’d of by fome ; - 

but thC chief of them being confcious of their own 
guilt thought they were not very likely to obtain 
good conditions, when needfity oblig’d them to be 
fupplicants ; and therefore to molell the Englijh in 
their quarters was judg’d to be molt advifeable 
for them all, thereby to protradt time, till they 
lhould have a fit opportunity to efcape out of the 
kingdom. 

The lord-lieutenant having well refrelh’d his Cromwell 
army after the fiege of Kilkenny, march’d from ^ e f l<ges 7 
Carrick, and fat down before Clonmell, another L mmu ' 
confiderable place, in which was a garrifon of two 
thoufand foot, and a hundred and twenty horfe. 

No fooner was the fiege form’d but colonel Rey- 
nolds and Sir Theophilus Jones were order’d to 
march away with a detatchment of two thctufend 
five hundred horle, foot, and dragoons, to pre- 
vent Ormond's defign of felling into the parliament’s 
quarters;, and notice hereof being fent to Si^ 

Charles 
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Charles Cobt, he thereupon took the field with 
three thoufand men. But the enemy fhifting from 
place to place to avoid fighting, colonel Reynolds , 
that his men might not remain- idle, befieged 
Tecrogbam. In the mean time, the lord BroghiU 
being detatch’d with another party of one thoufand 
four hundred horfe and dragoons, and one thou- 
fand two hundred foot, to fight the biihop of 
Rofs, who, with five thoufand men, was marching 
•to relieve Clonmell , he foon got up with them and 
totally routed them, killing about feven hundred 
upon the place, taking twenty captains, lieutenants, 
and other officers -, as alfo the bifhop himfelf with 
the ftandard of the church of Munfler. The lord 
BroghiWs horfe are faid to have done the fervice 
before the foot came up, and at fuch a pals, where 
a hundred mufqueteers might have repell’d all the 
horfe in Ireland. The bifhop was carried to a 
caftle which was kept by his own forces, and 
there bang’d before the walls, in the fight of the 
garrifon ; who were fo difmay’d at it, that they 
immediately furrender’d the caftle to the parlia- 
ment’s forces. This bifhop us’d to • fay, ‘There 
was no way to fecure the Englifh, but by banging 
them •, and now himfelf met with the fame fete. 

These advantages were a great encouragement 
to thofe who lay before Clonmell ; which the lord- 
lieutenant us’d more than ordinary induftry to re- 
duce, underftapding that its defenders were very 
unanimous, and withal choice men, well armed, 
and in all refpe&s prepar’d to make a vigorous re- 
liftance. Befides, it was govern’d by an a&ive 
Irijhman , Ohe Hugh Q- Neal, who had employ’d 
all hands in the town for calling up new counter- 
Icarps on the infide of the old walls, and doing 
every thing elfe that might tend to fecure the place j 
fo that it feem’d impoffible to gain it by aflault. 

However, the valiant and adfcive Cromwell , 
whofe bufinefs now requir’d a quick . difpatch, in 

regard 


Digitized by 


Gc k 



if 

p 

£ 

»? 

a 

!3 

ie 

J3‘ 


3 

ff 

ft 

fc 

Iff 

5 

£ 

ii 

1 (: 

[I 

* 

5 

f 

t 

In 

r 

1! 


» 

P 

( 

f 

i 

a 

t 

(i 

ji 


' ,, . .. • ; , . m 

Oliver Cromwell. *43 

regard that his fervice was likely very Toon to be tfSgb, 
wanted elfewhere, refolved to try that coUrle : S^yN^ 
And fo having fummon’d the governor to for- 
, render, and receiving no fatisfadtory anlwer, he form . 7 
order’d the great gUns to be planted *, which did 
fuch noble execution, that a breach was Very loon 
open’d, which the befiegers, upon a fignal given, 
couragioufly enter’d, and metwithasgallantare- 
fiftance from the befieged *, notwithftanding : which 
the fqrmer made good their ground, and main- 
tained a fight for four hours together, with doubt- 
ful fuccefs, there being a great daughter on both 
fides : But at laft the enemy was forced to quit the 
place, and betake themfelves to flight'*, and tho* 
they were very much favour’d by feme hills near 
the town, yet could they not efcape the fury bf the 
victorious foldiers, who killed many of them in 
the purfuit. An eminent commander in the army, ' 
who was himfelf in this fight, gave this account of 
• it: “ That they found in Clormell the ftouteft 
“ enemy that ever was found by the army in Ire- 
“ land i and it was his opinion, and of many 
“ more, that there was never Teen fo hot a florin 
“ of fo long a continuance, and fo gallantly de- 
“ fended, neither in England nor Ireland” The 
fubduingof this place, though with fo much diffi- 
culty, made fuch an impreffion on many more, 
that in a very, little time they fubmitted without To 
much as ftriking a ftroke. 

While Cromwell was thus conquering in one Other ^uc- 

• part of Ireland , Coot and Venables had the like t jre!*ril 
fuccels in another, and brought all the north under ‘ 
his obedience: The bilhop of Clogher was here 
entirely routed, and being taken prifoner, met 

with the fame fate as the bilhop of Rofs ; and in 
this fight three thoufand of the old Irijh rebels 
' were (lain, 

Thus the lord-lieutenant was on all hands at- 

• tended with fuccels ; and he gave a conltynti ac- 

count 
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1650. count of his proceedings to the parliament and 
%^Y>J council of ftate, in all his letters exhorting them to 
give the glory unto God , to whom it was only due. 

* His proceeding fo prolperoufly in his affairs, and 
obtaining thereby fo great a fway, occafioned 
a book to be difperfed about this time, entituled, 
72 >e cbaraSler of king Cromwell; which, though 
fupprefs'd for a libel, is laid to have been even re- 
ceiv’d as a kind of prophecy. And indeed by the 
good government of the army, in Ireland ', and the 
great fuccefs of it, and the well ordering of the 
civil afiairs of that kingdom, Cromwell obtained a 
very great intereft, not only in the officers of the 
army, both there and here, but likewife in the 
parliament and council of ftate, and all their party ; 
only the Scots and Prelbyterians were generally no 
favourers of him or his proceedings. He was now 
preparing to take Waterford and Duncannon, which 
he had mifs’d of before ; and had actually block’d 
Cromwell up Waterford ', when about the middle of May, he 
appoints was by a new order,' or rather requeft of the jw- 
liament, obliged to leave the finifhing of his fo 
P far extended conquefts to his fon-in-law Ireton . , 
whom, for that purpofe, he conftituted lord-de- 
puty. He had been in Ireland obout nine months ; 
a very inconliderable time, if we refpedt the great 
- work he perform’d therein, which was more than 
ever any king or queen of England was able to do 
in lb many years before. 

All Ire- WATERFORD was furrender’d foon after his 
Uni in 1 departure ; and fo remarkable was the parliament’s 
manner fuccefs in all parts of that kingdom, through the 
redu ced by a &i ve valour, prudence, and induftry of the lord- 
lieutenant Cromwell , and thole whom he employ’d 
under him, that in lefs than a year’s time, they 
were mailers of all but Limerick , Galloway , and 
fome few garrifons and forces on the Fajl- 
nejfes. Before the lord-governor left the iQe, 
that he might the better weaken the lrijh t he con- 
triv’d 
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triv’d means for tranfporting no lefs than forty 1650. 
thoyfand of them out pf the nation, into the fer- 
vice of foreign princes* of whom few. ever re- 
turn'd again to their native country : So great a 
fcourge was he to that rebellious and blood-thirfty 
generation. 

C ROM JV E L L having appointed Ireton his HI* tri- 
deputy, and vilited thofe places in Murfier s which umphant 
had lately fubmitted to the parliament, with de- 
fign to fettle the civil as well as military affairs of S * ' , 
that province ; for which end he made John Coke , 

Efq; chief juftice of Munjler j and having order’d 
all things in the beft manner that was po/fible, he 
embark’d for England , and failed home, as ’twere, 

.in triumph. After a boifterous paffage, he landed' 
at Briftol , where, the great guns were fir’d fhrice 
over at his arrival, and he was welcom’d with 
many other demonftrations of joy. Hence, with- 
out delay, he polls for London •, and on Hounflow- 
- heath , was met by the lord-general Fairfax , many 
members of parliament and officers of the army, 
and multitudes of people, ' who came out of cu- 
riofity to fee him, who -had made himfelf fo fa- 
mous, and acquir’d fuch high renown by his great 
and valiant aftions. Being thus attended, he pro- 
ceeds on, and coming to Hyde-park is faluted with 
great, guns, and feveral vollies of fhot from co- 
lonel Barkjlead > s regiment, which was drawn up 
in the way for that purpofe. Thus in a trium- 
phant manner he enter’d the city of London , amidfl 
a . croud of attendants, friends, citizens, &c. and 
was receiv'd -with great demonftrations of joy. 

Here ’tis oblqv’d, that as he did not refufe the ho- 
nours that were paid to him on this occafion, fo he 
fhew’d he had too much good fenfe to make much 
account of them ; for as he was paffing by Tyburn, 
a certain flatterer pointing to the crowds of people ‘ 
that came to meet him, and faying. See what a 
multitude of people come to attend your triumph * he 

L 1 anfwer’d 
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1650. anfwer*d with a fmile and very unconcern'd. 
More would come to fee me bang d. Being con- 
ducted to the Cock-fit, which had been prepared 
for his reception, the lord-mayor and aldermen 
of London, and many other perfons of quality, 
paid their vifits to him, congratulating the.fafe 
arrival of his excellency, and exprefling their own 
and the nation’s great obligations to him. Hav- 
ing refumed his place in parliament, the fpeaker 
in an elegant fpeech gave him the thanks of the 
houle, for the great and faithful Cervices he had 
perform’d for the common-wealth in the -nation 
of Ireland: After which the lord-lieutenant gave 
them a full and particular account of the prefent 
ftate and condition of that country. 

Irttsn's And here, as it will not fall in my way in the 

***«» remaining part of this hiftory, I fhall conclude 

c * **’ this chapter with the death and character of the 
lord-deputy Ireton, who died about a year and' a 
half after Cromwells departure. He had pro- 
ceeded very fuccefsfully in his new government 
and command ; and after the taking of feveral 
places, giving articles to fome, and making ex- 
amples of others, he attempted the ftrong city of 
Limerick, which after a long fiege, at laft fur- 
render’d to him : But falling fick of the plague 
here fhortly after-, he ended his days on the 26th 
of November, 1651. This man has been highly 
extolled by fome, and as much condemn’d by 
others. So far as we have had occafion to mention 
him in this hiftory, we have given as juft an ac- 
count of his a&ions and proceedings as we could ; 
wherein the reader muft be left j:o cenfure or ac- 
quit him as he fhall think fit, after we have given 
' this fhort character of him from Wbitelock , who 
feems the mod impartial : “ This gentleman, 
“ fays he, was a perfon very a&ive and induftri- 
“ ous (or, as he fays elfewhere, a man of in- 
** duftry and invention) and ftiff in his ways and 

** pur- 
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** purpbfes : He was of good abilities for counfel 1650. 
“ as well as aftion ; and made much ufe of his '✓yV 
“ pen, and was very forward to reform the pro- 
“ ceedings in law, wherein his having been bred 
“ a lawyer was an help to him. He was ftout in 
“ the field, and wary and prudent in his counfel, ' . 

“ and exceedingly forward as to the bufineis of a - 
“ common-wealth. He married Cromwell's daugh- 
“ ter, who had a great opinion of him ; and no 
“ man could prevail fo much,, nor order him lb 
“ far as Irelon could. ■ His death ftruck a great 
“ fadnels into Cromwell 5 and indeed it was a 
“ great lofs to him, of lb able and adtive, fo 
“ faithful, and fo near a relation, and officer un- 
“ der him.** The new commonwealth had alfo a 
great lofs by his death j who, to exprefs their gra- 
titude for his important fervices, order’d his body 
to be brought over to England ; where having 
firft lain in ftate in Somerfd-boufe, he was interr*d 
at Weftminfter among the Englijh kings, with the 
greateft pomp and magnificence. 


C H A P. III. 

From Cromwell’* return out of Ireland, to 
the battle of Dunbar. 

I N lels thah a month after the lord-lieutenant’s 
return from his conquefts in Ireland , he was 
employ’d by the parliament in a new expedition 
againft the Scots ; who, upon the king’s death. The Scott 
had proclaim’d his fon prince Charles , king of ^ eat Wltl * 
Scotland, England, France , and Ireland, and fent clar/ti 1 L 
commiffioncrs to him at the Hague, to invite his 
majefty into Scotland, or rather to acquaint him 
upon what terms he. might come thither: For 
though they had declar’d his right to fucceffion, 
yet before he ihould be admitted to the exerdfe 

La of 
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165a of his royal power, he was to “ Give fatisfas&iort 
l/^ ** to the kingdom in thofe things which concern’d 
“ the fecurity of religion, the unity betwixt the 
“ kingdoms, and the good and peace of that king- 
“ dom, according to the national covenant , and 
** the folemn league and. covenant .” Whilft thefe 
things were tranla&ing, 'the king began to per- 
ceive, that the Statcs-general were very uneafy at 
his continuance in their dominions, fearing it 
might give fome umbrage to the Englifh common- 
wealth, with whom they had no mind to break. 
They gave daily intimations, 'That the kings refi- 
ding at the Hague, would be very inconvenient for 
tbetn } and ’twas owing wholly to the great inte- 
reft and dexterity of the prince of Orange , that 
they did not fend a meflage diredlly to defire him 
to depart. However, the king refolv*d to remove 5 
and an accident happen’d at this time, which 
haften’d that refolution ; which was the afiaflina- 
Dr. Dori- t j on Q f Dr. Dorijlaus at the Hague. This man 
*de?d at** 1 * ^ a d been concern ’d ® the late king’s trial ; and 
the! Hague, being lent as an agent from England , for the be- 
getting and continuing a right ftnderftanding and 
lair correlpondence betwixt the two Republicks, 
while he was at fupper in his lodgings, with many 
■ others at the table, fix men enter’d the room with 
their fwtords drawn, and bid thole at the table not 
ftir, for they intended no harm to any but the agent , 
who came from the rebels in England, who had lately 
murdered their king. Hereupon one Wbiteford puf- 
led Dorijlaus from the table, and killed him at his 
feet, faying, Thus dies one of the regicides : And 
fo putting up their fwords, they went quietly out 
ofthehoufe, and efcaped unpunifbed, though the 
States -pretended they had ufed their utmoft en- 
deavours to get them apprehended. 

The king left the Hague in May, 1649, tak- 
ing his journey into France, where he llaid fome 
months with the queen his mother at St. Germains ; 

But 
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But the court of France growing uneafy at his 1650. 
continuance there, he at length embark'd for the 
ifle of Jerfey, which together with Guernfey, Man, 
and Stilly, had .not yet fubmitted to the parlia- 
ment. ' 

It was no fooner known in Scotland , that the The Setts 
king was arrived at Jerfey , but Sir George Win- proceed in 
dram , laird of Libberton , was lent with a meflage their trea. 
to him ; who, in the beginning of October, pre- Jhe'kLg. 
fented the following defires and offers of the States 
of Scotland: Fir ft y “ That he would fign the co- 
** venant, and pals an aft for all perfons to take 
“ it. Secondly, That he would pafs the afts of 
fi parliament in Scotland, which -were ratified by 
“ their two laft fellions. Thirdly, That he would 
“ withdraw his commillion from the marquis of 
“ Montrofs. Fourthly, That he would put away 
“ all Papifls from about him. Fifthly, That 
“he would appoint fome place in Holland to 
“ treat with , commiflioners from the ellates of 
“ Scotland. Sixthly * That he would give a Ipeedy 
“ anfwer." 

About this time, the rulefrs in England having 
prepared a fleet againft the ifle of Jerfey , it was 
judged necefiary for his majefty to leave that- 
place, and return through France to Breda. Here 
he fell into new treaties with the Scotch commif- 
fnJtoere, who waiting on him about the latter end 
of wfiircb, infilled on his compliance with the fol- 
lowing propofitions from the kirk and States of 
Scotland : Ftrft, “ That all excommunicated per- 
‘‘ fons Ihould be forbid aecefs to the court, Se- 
“ condly. That the king would by folemn oath, 

“ and under his hand and feal, declare his allow- 
“ ance of the national covenant of Scotland, and 
“ of the folemn league and covenant of the three 
“ nations. Thirdly , That he Ihould confirm all 
“ afts of* parliament, enjoining the folemn league 
“ and covenant, eftablilhing Presbytery , the di- 

L 3 “ restores 
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1 650* ** reftory , thj confejfion of faith and eatecbifm in 
“ the kingaom of Scotland , as they are already 
“ approved by the general aflembly of the kirk, 
** and the parliament ; and that*he would obferve 
“ the fame in his own family, and fwear never 
“ to oppofe, or endeavour the alteration of the 
“ fame. Fourthly , That he would confent, that 
“ all civil matters might be determined by the 
“ prefent and fubfequent parliaments in Scotland , 
“ and all matters ecclefiaftical, by the general af- 
“ fembly of the kirk.” 

Unfortu- While the king was confulting with his friends 
“E 6- what was beft to be done in this exigency, an ac- 
the°m«- cident happened that had like to have broke off 
quisof the treaty, Whilft his majefty refided at the 

Montrofs . Hague , die marquis of Montrofs waited on him, 
and undertook, if he would follow his advice, to 
reftore him to his kingdoms by force of arms. He 
only defied of the king power to aft in his name, 
and a fupply in money, with a letter reccommend- 
ing him to the king of Denmark for fome fliips, 
and fuch arms as he could ipare. 

All thefe being granted by the king, and pre- 
parations made for the expedition, Montrofs , with 
no more than fix or feven hundred men, in four 
fii'ips, refolv’d to venture his fortune, expefting 
to join with the northern people in Scotland , who 
had formerly experienc’d his great bravejgKnd 
conduft. He got firft to the ifiands of 
and from thence into the Highlands', but $OUld 
‘perform nothing of what he had undertaken, 
Ltflef having ordered colonel Straugban to ad- 
vance towards him, with three hundred choice 
horfe} yrtiO in April, 1650, fet upon this ill com- 
pofed body of Montrofs, and utterly routed them. 
Montrofs fled, but ..m 3 at’ laft betray’d by one of 
thofe to whom he intrufted himfelf, Mackland 
of AJftn, and was brought prifoner to Edinburgh. 
He was carried through the ftreets with the mofl: 

brutaj . 
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brutal Infamy that could be devis’d, and in a few 
. days, by a lenience pronounced by the lord Low- 
den , was hanged upon a gibbet thirty foot high 
• for three hours » after which he was quartered, 
and his head fet upon the Talbooth , and his legs 
and arms over the gates of Sterlings Glafcow, Dun- 
dee, and Aberdeen. His behaviour under all his 
fufferings was as great and firm to the laft, as the 
fury of the covenanters againft him was black and 
uniyerfally detefted. 

The violent party in Scotland were hereupon 
for breaking off the treaty with the king, though 
by the date of the marquis’s commifiion, it ap- 
peared, to have been granted before the treaty com- 
menc’d: However, it was carried not to recal 
their commilfioners. On the other hand, one 
would think that this cruelty to one who had afted 
by his commifiion, would effectually have pre- 
vented the king from complying with them. But 
he was in no condition to ftruggle with thefe men, 
and fo quickly yielded to all their demands. And 
being furnilhed with fome Dutch men of war by 
the prince of Orange , he embark’d for Scotland j 
where he landed on the 1 6th of June, after a de- 
mand from the council, ‘that be would fign both the 
covenants before he fet his feet on the Jhore-, to 
which he was perfuaded to confent. ' He tarried 
feveral days at Dundee, attended with one com- 
mittee from the parliament, and another from the 
kirk, who were urging his majefty to fign feveral 
propofitions, and before he comply’d, would not 
, agree to his coming to Edinburgh to be crowned. 

The parliament and committee of eftate were 
likewiie endeavouring to raife an army for the 
king’s fervice, as they alledg’d, and to that end 
had publilh’d an aft for training of every fourth 
. man, who Was able to bear arms throughout the 
kingdom. With this army ’twas fuppos'd they 
intended to invade England , and fecure the efta- 
L 4 blilhment 
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blilhment of the king in his throne. The preaeh-T 
ers were very eameft in their perfuafions to en- 
gage the people in this caufe ; and oocwkhftand- 
, ing the feveral obftruftions they met with, by rea- 
fon of their divifions among themfelves, they corn- 
pleated their levies to about fixteen thoufand foot, 
and fix thoufand horfe. The king was fuffer*d to 
come once and fee this army, but not to ftay in 
• it y for they fear’d he might gain too much upon 
the foldiers. Special care was taken not to fuffer 
malignant s or engagers , as they call’d the Hamilto- 
nian party, to be in this army. All who delated 
their caufe, or were thought indifferent as to either 
fide, which they call’d deteftable neutrality , were 
put' out of commiffion. And now the preachers, 
thinking they had got an army of faints, ieetn’d 
well affur*d of fuccefs. 

Whilst thefe tranfa&ions and preparations 
were carrying on in Scotland , the commonwealth 
of England took great care to provide for its own 
fupport and fecurity. To this end, as has been al- 
ready mentioned, before the king landed in Scot- 
land, it was thought neceflary to fend for the lord- 
lieutenant Cromwell out of Ireland ; who imme- 
diately advifed the council of ftate, not to be be- 
hind hand with their enemy, nor to truft to any 
after-game, but to prevent the Scots invafion of 
England, by carrying the war dire&ly into Scotland. 
'But fome fcrupulous men amongft them objefted, 
’That to begin a war with Scotland would be con- 
trary to the covenant : To which it was anfwer*d, 
“ That the Scots had already broken the covenant, 
“ and that therefore it was not now binding on the 
** one fide, after it had been difiolv*d on the o- 
“ ther.” So that they came at length to this re- 
Tolution, “ That having a formed army, well pro- 
“ vided and experienced, they would march it 
“ forthwith into Scotland, to prevent the Scots 
** marching into England , and the miferies that 

might 
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** might attend fuch an invafion.’* The lord-ge- 
neral Fairfax, being advis’d with herein, feem’d 
at firft to like the defign ; but being afterwards 
hourly perfuaded by the Prefbyterian minilters, 
and his own lady, who was a great patronefs of 
them, he declared, “That be was not fatisfy'd, that 
there was a juft ground for the parliament of Eng- 
land, to fend their army to invade Scotland ; but in 
cafe the Scots Jhould invade England, then be was 
ready to engage againSt them in defence of his own 
country. The council of ftate being fomewhat trou- 
bled at the lord-general’s fcruples, appointed a 
committee to confer with him, in order to fatisfy 
s him of the juftice and lawfulnefs of this under- 
taking. This committee were Cromwell, Lambert , 
Harrijon , St. John, Wbitelock , &c. Cromwell open’d 
the • conference i and after fome previous difcourfe 
between the lord-general and the committee, his 
excellency acquainted them with the ground of his 
difiatisfaftion, declaring. That he did not fee that 
the Scots had given Jufficient caufe for this invafion 
of their country by the Englifh. Upon which Crom- 
well proceeded thus : “ I confefs, my lord, that if 
** they have given us no caufe to invade them, it 
** will not be juftifiable for us to do it ; and to 
“ make war upon them without a fufficient ground 
** for it, will be contrary to that which in con- 
“ fcience we ought to do, and difplealing both 
“ to God and good men. But, my lord, if they 
" have invaded us, as your lordlhip knows they 
*? have done fmce the national league and cove- 
** nant, and contrary to it, in that aftioh of duke 
**> Hamilton, which was by order and authority 
“ from the parliament of that kingdom, and fb 
** the aft of the whole nation by their reprefenta- 
“ tives i and if they now give us too much caufe 
“ of fufpicion, that they intend another invafion 
“ upon us, joining with their king, with whom 
they have made a full agreement, without the 

‘‘ affent 
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1650. 44 aflent or privity of this common- wealth ; and 
44 are very bufy at this prefent in raifing forces 
“ and money to carry on their defign: Ifthefe 
“ things are not a fuffitient ground and caufe for 
44 us to endeavour to provide for die fafety of our 
“ own country, and to prevent the miferies which 
44 an invafion of the Scots would bring upon us, I 
“ humbly fubmit it to your excellency’s judgment. 
44 That they have formerly invaded us, and brought . 
44 a war into the bowels of our country, is known 
“ to all, wherein God was pleas’d to blefs us with 
“ fuccefs againft them : And that they now in-' 
“ tend a new invafion upon us, I do as really be- 
“ lieve, and have as good intelligence of it, as we 
“ can have of any thing that is not yet afted. 
44 Therefore I fay, my lord, that upon thefe 
“ grounds, I think we have a moft juft caufe to 
“ begin, or rather to return and requite their hof- 
“ tility firft began upon .us ; and thereby to free 
** our country (if God lhall be pleas’d to. afiift us, 
41 and I doubt not but he will) from the great mi- 
44 fery and calamity of having an army of Scots 
44 within our country. That there will be a war 
44 between us, I fear is unavoidable : Your excel- 
44 lency will foon determine, whether it be better 
44 to have this war in .the bowels of another coun- 
44 try, or of our own ; and that it will be in one 
44 of them, I think it without fcruple.” But no 
arguments could prevail on- the general, who de- 
clar*d that his confcience was not fatisfy’d as to the 
juftice of this war ; and therefore, that he might 
be no hindrance to the parliaments defigns, he 
defir’d to lay down his commiflion. Upon which 
Cromwell fpoke again, as follows- : 

44 I am very lorry your lordfhip Ihould have 
44 thoughts of laying down your commiflion, by 
44 which God hath blefled you in the performance 
44 of fo many eminent fervices for the parliament. 

44 I pray, my lord, ^onfider all your faithful fer- 

vants, 
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** vants, us who are officers, who have ferv*d un- 1650. 
** deryou, and defire to ferve under no other ge- 
“ neral. It would be a great difcouragement to 
** all of us, and a great difcouragement to the af- 

fairs of the parliament, for our noble general to 
** entertain any thoughts of laying down his com- 
“ miffion. ' I hope your lordfhip will never give 
•* fo great an advantage to the publick enemy, 

“ nor fo much difhearten your friends, as to think 
** of laying down your commiflion.” But all this 
would not do : The general ftill continued in the 
fame mind, and concluded thus : “ What would 
“ you have me do ? As far as my confidence will 
“ give way, I am willing to join with you ftill in 
“ the fervice of the parliament ; 'but where the 
“ confidence is not fatisfy’d, none of you, I am ' 

“ fure, will engage in any fervice ; and that is my 
** condition in this, and therefore I muft defire to 
“ be excufcd.” 

CROMWELL and the other officers in this 
committee were moft earned in perfuading the ge- 
neral to continue his commiffion ; and yet’tis faid, 
there was caufe enough to believe that they did not 
over- much defire it. Ludlow fays, that Cromwell 
prefs’d the council of ftate, “ That notwithftand- 
“ ing the unwillingnefs of the lord Fairfax to com- 
“ mand upon this occafion, they would yet conti- 
** nue him to be general of the army, profefiing 
“ for his own part, That be would rather cbufe to 
“ ferve under him in bis poft then to command the 
** greateft army i«. Europe.” He alfo informs us, 
that the foremention’d committee was appointed 
upon the motion of lieutenant-general Cromwell , 

Who, fays he, a 5 led ins fart fo to the life, that I 
really thought him in earneft. And indeed, if he 
had not been in earneft, I do hot think he would 
have us’d the moft likely arguments to convince 
the general of the lawfulnefs of the defigned expe- 
dition. 
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. 1 650. dition, and to prevail on him to continue his coffi^ 
V/y^ million ; as he certainly did. 

The committee having made their report to 
the council of Hate, of all that had pafs'd, and 
acquainted them with the lord-general’s total a- 
verfenefs to march with the army into Scotland -, and 
this being order’d to be again reported to the par- 
, liament, new endeavours were us'd to prevail on 
Fairfax his excellency, but without fuccefs j and lhortly af- 
tying to- h e thought fit to refign his commifiion. But 
commiffi- t ^ e parliament were not much at a lofs for one to 
cb, Crm - fucceed in that* great office j fqr having fufficiently 
well it experienc’d the valour, conduct, and faithfulness erf" 
S'- lieutenant-general Cromwell, they loon voted, n&- 
hit room. m * ne contradicente, that he lhOqld be their general ; 
and fo an aft pals’d. For conftituting and appointing 
Oliver Cromwell, Efq-, to be captain-general in chief 
of all the forces rais’d, and to be rais’d, by autho- 
rity of parliament, within the commonwealth of 
England. 

A private A day or two after, there was a private confer 
be tween” rence between general Cromwell and colonel Lud- 
Cromwell » die occafion whereof was this : The general 
and Lad- told Ludlow, as he fat by him in the houfe, that 
having obferv’d an alteration in his looks and car- 
riage towards him, he apprehended that he had 
entertain'd fome fufpicions of him *, and being per- 
fuaded of the tendency of both their defigns to the 
good of the publick, he defir’d that a meeting 
might be appointed, wherein they might freely lay 
open the grounds of their miftakes and mifappre- 
henfions, and a foundation might be laid for a good 
• underftantjing between them for the future. Lud- 
low anfwer’d, that he difcover’d in him what he 
had never perceiv’d in himfelf ; yet fince he was 
pleas’d to do him the honour to defire a free con- 
verfation with him, he affur'd him of his readinefs 
' therein. Hereupon they agreed to n\eet that after- 
noon in the council of ftate, and from thence to. 

retire 
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retire to a private room ; where general Cromwell 1650. 
endeavour’d to perfuade Ludlow of the necejftty in- s ✓V s * 
cumbeni upon Vim to do feveral things that appear* d 
extraordinary in the judgment of fame men , who tn 
eppofition to him, took fucb courfes as would bring 
ruin upon tbetnf elves , as well as him and the publick 
caufe 5 alluring him* That bis intentions were en- 
tirely directed to the good of the people, and that he 
was moft ready to facrifice his life in their fervice. 

Ludlow cunlefs’d his former diflatisfa&ion with 
him and the reft of the army, when they were 
treating with the king, whom he look’d upon as 
the only obftruftion to the fettlement of the na- 
tiori i and with their actions at the rendezvous, 
where they Ihot a foldier to death, and imprifon’d 
feveral others, upon the account of that treaty; 
which he conceiv’d to have been done without au- 
thority, atid for finifter ends: Yet as they had fince 
manifefted their adherence to thfe commonwealth, 
he Was well enough fatisfy’d, tho’ fome things were 
ftill carry’d otherwife than he could wilh. Here- 
upon (as Ludlow himfelf, who relates this confe- 
rence, tells us) the general acknowledg’d, that his 
diffatisfa&ion with the army, whilft they were 
treating with the king, was founded upon good rea- 
fons, and excus’d what had been done at the ren- 
dezvous, as ablolutely neceflary to keep things from 
falling into confufion ; which muft have follow’d 
upon that divilion, if it had not been feafonably 
prevented. He further tells us, that the general 
profefs’d to defire nothing more, than that the go- 
vernment of the nation might be fettled in a free 
and equal commonwealth; acknowledging, that * 
there was no other probable means to keep out the 
olcl family and government from returning upon 
them. Then after a long difeourfe, favouring much 
•of enthufiafm, after the manner of thofe times, he 
added, “ That it was his 'intention to contribute 
‘ ‘ the utmoft of his endeavours to make a thorough 
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1 650. ** reformation of the clergy and law : But, laid he, 
** the fans of Zerviah are yet too ftrong for us ; and 
“ we cannot mention the reformation of the law, hut 
“ they prefently cry out , we ddign to deftroy pro-? 
“ perty ; whereas the law , as [(is now conjtituted , 
“ femes only to maintain the lawyers, and to encou - 
“ rage the rich to opprefs the poor : Affirming, that 
“ Mr. Coke , then juftice in Ireland, by proceeding 
. “ in si fummary and expeditious way, determin’d 
“ more caufes in a week, than Wefaminfter-hall in 
** a year.” He laid further, “ That Ireland was 
** as a clean paper in that particular, and capable 
“ of being govern’d by fuch laws as Ihould be 
** found moft agreeable to juftice ; which may be 
** fo impartially adminifter*d as to be a good pre- 
“ cedent even to England itfelf, where, when they 
** once perceive property prelerv’d at an eafy and 
“ cheap rate in Ireland, they will never permit 
** themfelves to be cheated and abufed, as now they 
“ are.” 

J^ eC °bo Before the lord-general’s departure for the 
the affair* Scotch expedition, he mov’d the council of ftate, 
®f Inland. “ That fince they had employ’d him about a work 
“ which would require all his care, they would be 
“ pleas’d to eafe him of the affairs of Ireland 
Which they not confenting to, he then moved, 
“ That they would at leaft fend over fome com- 
“ miffioners for managing thecivil affairs; affuring 
“ them likewife, that the military being more than 
“ major-general Ireton could poftibly carry on, 
“ without the afliftance of fome general officer to 
“ command the horfe, which employment was be- 
’ “ come vacant by the death of the brave lieutenant- 

“ general Jones, it was abfolutely neceffary to com- 
** miffionate fome worthy perfon for that employ- 
* k mcnt, and to authorize him to be one of their 
“ commiflioners for the civil government.” And 
thereupon he mentioned colonel Ludlow as a fit per- 
fon for that charge j telling them, “ That tho’ he 
* ** himfelf 
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himfelf was empowered by virtue ofhis commif- 1650. 

“ fion from the parliament, to nominate the lieu- 
“ tenant-general of the horfe, yet becauie the gen- 
** tleman he propos’d, was a member of parlia- 
“ ment, and of the council of ftate, he defired, for 

the better feeuring the obedience of the army to 
“ him, that the parliament might be mov’d to 
“ nominate and appoint him to that employment.’* 

In the end the council agreed, “ That the houfe 
“ fhould be moved to appoint colonel Ludlow lieu- 
“ tenant-general of the horfe in Ireland ; and that 
“ the lord-general Cromwell, major-general lreton, 

** colonel Ludlow , colonel John Jones, and major 
“ Salway , or any three of them, fhould be autho- 
“ riz’d by aft of parliament, to be commiffioners 
“ for the adminlftration of the civil affairs in that 
“ nation.” And the parliament concur’d with the 
council herein, with the addition only of Mr. Wea- 
ver, a member of the houfe, to be one of thecom- 
miffioners for managing the civil government. 

The lord-general Cromwell having thus provided 
for the well ordering of the aflairs of Ireland, 
on the 29th of June let out on his journey to- 
wards the army in the north. He received great 
demonftrations of refpeft from the generality of the 
people, as he pafled along ; and on the 4th of July 
he arriv’d at York, accompany’d with many great Arrive** 
officers of the army. Here the lord-mayor and al- Turk. 
dermen attended him, and invited him and his offi- 
cers to a ftately dinner, where they were highly 
carefs'd, and entertain’d with mighty expreffions of 
joy. But having his bufinefs chiefly at heart, he 
ftaid here no longer than to order fupplies for the 
army and haften their rendezvous. ' 

Before this, the committee of eflates in Scot- The Scmt 
land , Teeming to be furprized at the news of the 
Englijh army’s marching northwards, began to ex- ter t0 the 
populate the matter with the parliament; fending parlia- 
a letter to the fpeaker by colonel Grey , to this effeft, 

“ That 
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** That they wondered at the report of the Englijh 
•* army’s advance towards their country, and rhar 
“ many of their (hips were fecur’d by the Englijh 
“ contrary to the ad: of pacification in the large 
“ treaty, whereby no afts of hoftility were to be 
“ ufed againft each other, without three montlrs 
“ warning given before-hand : That the forces 
they were railing were only for their own de- 
fence ; and therefore they defired to know, if 
the Englijh army, now on their march north- 
ward, were defign’d for offence or defence \ to 
guard their own borders, or invade Scotland.** 
Letters of the fame import were alfo fent to Sir 
Arthur Haflerigg governor of Newcaftle, major-ge- 
neral Lambert, and the lord-general Cromwell. 

On the other hand, the parliament of England 
published a declaration of the grounds and realons 
of their army’s advance northwards ; fome of which 
were to this effeft : “ Firft, That the Scots , con- 
trary to their agreement, had once already inva- 
ded England under duke Hamilton , and were 
now ready for a fecond invafion ; fo that the 
Englijh were advanc’d againft them only by way 
of prevention. Secondly, That altho' they could 
not claim to themfelves any authority or domi- 
nion over the Englijh , yet in Scotland they pro- 
claimed Charles Stuart king of England and Ire- 
land ; and fince that, promis’d to alfift him a- 
gainft this commonwealth.' Thirdly , That they 
declared againft the Englijh parliament and ar- 
** my, as Sectaries, ranking them with malignants 
and papifts ; and had refolved to Impofe their 
“ form of religion upon the Englijh nation.” 

The Scots perceiving that with all their arts the 
parliament of England wa& not to be impos’d on, 
now laboured by all methods poftible to render their 
army odious, and incenfe the people againft them. 
To this end they gave out, u That Cromwell had a 
“ commilfion to come for Scotland with fire and 
. “ fword. 
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«* fword, and was to give no quarter to any Scot ; 
•* and that he was to have all he could conquer for 
‘‘‘himfelf and his foldiers.” And they further re- 
ported, “ That the Engltjb army intended to put all 
** men to the fword, and to thruft hot irons thro* 
“ the women’s breafts.” • This exceedingly terri- 
fy’d the people, till they were fomewhat eas’d by a 
declaration of the lord-general and the army, di- 
rected to the well-affe<5ted in Scotland , to the follow- 
ing purpofe : ‘ ‘ That being to advance into Scotland, 
** for the ends exprefs’d in the parliament’s decla- 
“ ration ; and confidering the practices of fome in 
** that nation, whole defigns were by unjuft re- 
“ proaches and falfe flanders to make their army 
“ odious, and reprefent them as monfters rather 
“ than men; therefore, to clear themfelves, they 
“ could do no otherwise than to remind them of 
“ their behaviour when they were before in Scot- 
“ land: What injury was then done either to the 
“ perfons,houfes,orgoodsofany? Confideringthis, 
“ it was hop’d that the prefent falfe reports would 
“ not affright them from their habitations.” • And 
they further declar’d “from the. integrity of their 
** hearts. That fuchof the gentry and commonalty, 
•* as inhabited where the army might come •, they 
being none of thole who by their counfels laid 
** the foundation of a fecond invafion, or clos’d 
“ with him who had endeavour’d to engage foreign 
“ princes againft the commonwealth of England , 
“ and had exercis’d aCtual hoftility, by commif- 
“ fioning pirates to fpoilthe fhips and goods belong- 
“ ing thereto ; fhould not have the leaft violence or 
“ injury offer’d to them, either in body or goods } 
“ or if any fhould happen, upon complaint made, 
“ redrefg and fatisfaCtion fhould immediately be 
*f had. Wherefore they defir’d all perfons to con- 
“ tinue in their habitations, affuring them they 
** fhould enjoy what they had without any diftur- 
** bance.” Copies of this declaration were imme- 
, M diately 
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1650. diately fent into Scotland 1 and the country folks 
v/ysJ that came to Berwick market, had their pockets 
fill'd with them, to carry home and diiperfe a- . 
mong their neighbours. 

Hepre- The general in th6 mean time leaving York, came 
wr^our- 10 Northallerton, and the next day to Darlington % 
w jour- w j JCrGj ag jj e pafs*^ by, the train of artillery, which 
was quarter'd there, faluted him with feven pieces 
of ordnance. From hence he polls to Durham, 
where he was met by Sit Arthur Haflmgg , who con- 
ducted him to Newcaftle, where he was govemour, 
and entertain’d him there with a great deal of gal- 
. Jantry. Here the lord-general and hisofficers kept 
a folemn felt, to implore the bleffing of God upon 
the prelent expedition : And then having duly con* 
fider’d the affairs of the army, he lettled a method 
for fupplying it from time to time with provifions. 
This done, he leaves Newcaftle , and haftens to- 
wards Berwick ; and his forces bring all come up, 
he on the 20 tb of July caufed a general rendezvous 
©f them to be on Haggerfton-Moer , four miles from 
' Berwick } where he was receiv'd by the army with 
great Ihouting and other ligns of joy. Being all 
drawn up in battalia, there appear’d a gallant 
body of about five thoufend horfe and eleven thou- 
fand foot. The general marched them about two 
or three hundred paces, and then difmifled them 
to their quarters, whillt himfelf went to Berwick \ 
whence the army's declaration was fent into Scot- 
land, containing the grounds of their march into 
that kingdom, one copy of k to the Scotch gene- 
ral, another to the parliament, and a third to the 
committee of eftates. 

The army being thus quarter'd upon the very 
edge of Scotland, the lord-general two days after, 
drew them out on a hill within Berwick bounds 5 
where they had a full profpeft of the adjacent coun- 
try, the ftage whereon they were lb foon to aft 
their parts. Here he made a fpefich to them, de- 

, daring 
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daring the grounds of their prefent undertaking, 1 650. 
and fomething in relation to his coming from Ire- VVV 
land, and the providence that bad defigrtd this cotn- 
, mand to bint i and exhorting them to be faithful 
and couragious, and then not to doubt of a bfeffing 
from God, and all encouragement from himfelf. 

This fpeech was anfwer’d with loud and unanimous 
acclamations from the foldiers ; who being order’d 
to march, went on fhouting as they enter’d Scotland. He enters 
That night they quarter’d in the field' near the lord Sc ' ,tland ' 
Mordtngtorfs came j where the lord-general,* for 
■ the better preferring good order and difeipline, 
caus’d a proclamation to be made throughout the 
camp, “ That none, on pain of death, lhould* offer 
44 violence or injury to the perlbns* or goods of any 
44 in Scotland not in arms 5 and' withal, that none 
44 on the fame penalty do prefume, without fpe- 
44 cial licence, to draggle half a mile from their 
* e quarters.’’ From hence they advanc’d for Co- 
berfpatb , and the next day arriv’d at Dunbar, where Arrive* at 
they were recruited with provifions from the fhips Du » iar ' 
font thither from' England fat that purpofe j for the 
Country afforded them none,* the Scotch eftates 
having taken a-courfe before- hand, to clear all the 
country from Berwick to Edinburgh, of all things 
that might afford any fllccour or relief to the Eng- 
l\fh army. But this entertainment did not in the 
lead: difcourage them, it being no other than they 
expe&ed. 

The army being lbmewhat refrefh’d at Dun- Marches 
bar, march’d from thence tto Haddington, twelve Had ~ 
miles from Edinburgh j and all this without the d,n t m% 
lead oppofition, not feeing all this while the face 
©f an enemy in arms \ nor did they in all their 
march fee one Scotchman under fixty years of age, 
nor any youth above fix, and but very few women 
skkJ children ; they being all fled from their 
habitations, upon their jninifters telling them, 

44 That the Engii/h would cut the throats of all 

M 2 “ between 

- Digitized by Google 



i$4 

1650. 

V"W 


Endea- 
▼ours to 
draw the 
enemy to 
a general 
engage- 
ment, but 
in vain. 


Beats 
them in 
feveral 
skirmiihes. 


V Tie LIFE of 

“ between fixty and fixteen years old, cut off 
<c the right hands of all* the youths under fixteen 
“ and above fix, bum the womens breads with hot 
“ irons, and dedroy all before them.** Where- 
upon, as the army march’d, through fome towns, 
poor women fell on their knees, begging that 
they would not bum their breads before they de- 
droy’d them, and children begg*d them to fave 
their lives ; fo much did the people believe what 
their miniders had told them. 

The next day after the army’s remove to Had- 
dington, they underdood that the enemy was dif- 
pofed to give them battle on a heath called Gladf- 
moor. Whereupon the Englijh endeavour’d to 
poflefs themfelves of the place before them, that 
they might have the advantage of ground in cafe 
they ihould meet them : But the Scots, it feems, 
thought not fit to appear. Upon this major-ge- 
neral Lambert and colonel JVhally were order’d to 
advance with one thoufand four hundred horfe to- 
ward Mufcleborougby four miles from Edinburgh ; 
and major Hains commanding the forlorn, faced 
the enemy within three quarters of a mile of their 
trenches. The next day the lord-general drew up 
his whole army before Edinburgh , near which the 
Scotch atmy was encamp’d upon a very advantageous 
ground. Here fome lkirmilhes happen’d about 
the pofleflion of king Arthur 9 s-hill, a place within 
a mile of the city ; which the Englijh gain’d, ' hav- 
ing “beaten the enemy from it ; and foon after pof- 
fefied themfelves of a church and feveral houfes. 
But all thefe provocations could not prevail on the 
Scots to fotfake their trenches, nor would they by 
any means be drawn forth to engage in a general 
combat. The lord-general intended to have made 
an attempt upon them j but there fell fo great a 
rain, which continued all night, arid - part of the 
next day, and his men were fo wearied out with 
hard duty, that he was oblig’d to draw off his ar- 
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my to Mufcleborougb, there to refrefh and recruit 1650. 
it with provifions. As he drew off, the Scots, who 
labour’d all they could to vex and diftrefs the Eng- 
lifts army, without coming to a general engagement 
with them, {allied out, and falling upon the rear- 
guard, put them into fome diforder ; but major- 
general Lambert and colonel Whalley coming in to 
their relief, routed the Scots , and beat them back 
into their trenches. Lambert was wounded in the 
charge, and had his horfe killed under him *, but • 
they took two cotours, and feveraf prifonersof the 
enemy; whilft the king ftood all the while upon 
the cattle, and faw the encounter. Some few of 
the Englijh were kill’d, but far more of the 
amongft whom were fome perfons of quality. Af- Retreat* 
ter this, the Englijh march’d on quietly to Mufcle- to Mufc/t- 
borough , tho’ in a very wet and weary condition ; iorsus ' 
that night they ftood upon their guard, expetting 
every moment to be fet upon by their enemy ; as 
at laft they were : For between three and four 
o’clock in the morning, major-general Montgomery, 
and colonel Straughan, with fifteen companies of > 
choice horfe, fell into their quarters with fuch fury, 
that they bore down the guards, and put a regi- 
ment of horfe in diforder. But the Englijh army 
taking the alarm, charg’d them fo home that they 
put them to the rout, and purfued them within half 
a league of Edinburgh, killing feveral officers and 
foldiers, and taking many prifoners. The Scots, 
when they fell firft upon the Englijh, cry*d out. Give 
no quarter, but kill all ; and particularly they refus’d 
to give quarter to one captain Phineas , whom not- 
withftanding the Englijh brought off. There were 
two minifters in the Scotch party, and one of them 
was taken prifoner ; and *tis faid the Scotch foldiers 
confefs’d. That the minijlers did mojl Jlir them up to 
cruelty. . The lord-general, to Ihew his generofityi 
font the chief officers of the Scots who were. wound- 
ed and taken, in his own coach, and the reft in 

M3 waggon*, 

Digitized by Google 



1 66 

1650. 

Marches 
again to 
Dunbar fat 
fupplies. 


Advances 
again, to- 
wards E- 
dinburgb . 


•He LIFE of 

waggons to Edinburgh \ which gain’d him great 
applaufe, and tended much to vindicate him from 
thofe reports that had been given out of his cruel* 
ty, whereby many had been prejudic’d againft him. 

The army having now well nigh fpent their 
provifions, the lord-general retires with them a- 
gain to Dunbar , to meet and take in fuch frefli 
fupplies as were fent thither by fea, by order of the 
Englijb parliament. Here they receiv’d their tents 
and provifions from the (hips $ and the inhabitants 
of Dunbar being reduc’d to great want, die gene- 
ral order’il a great quantity of peafe and wheat, 
to the value of two hundred and forty pounds, of 
that which was font from London to the army, to 
be diftributed among the poor people there. Af- 
ter convenient fupply and rcfrefhment, and two 
days fpent in exhortation to the army, and in fak- 
ing God for his bleffing upon their actions, they 
again advanced towards Edinburgh , where the Scots 
were keeping a folemn thankfgiving for their fup- 
pofod great deliverance, imagining the Engti/h ar- 
my was quite gone ; and the minifters gave God 
thanks, for turning bach the army of fe3aries by the 
way that they came , and putting terror into their 
hearts , which made them fee when none pur fued. But 
the hidden return of the army to Mufcleborougb foon 
made them afham’d of what they had been doing; 
tho* it foems, Lejley was not fo confident, but ex- 
pected another vifit from die Etsgltfh ; for upon 
their return, they found Mufcleborougk more forlorn 
than before, he having commanded, That thegude 
women of the town Jhauld awe come away with their 
gear, and not any jiay to brew or. bake for the Eng- 
lifh army on pain of death. 

About this time, a trumpet came to the army 
from lieutenant-general David Lefiey, with a decla- 
ration of the general affembly, containing the ftate 
of the quarrel in which they were to fight ; which 
they defir’d might be publickly known, and was 
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to this effc& : “ That the general affembly con- 1 650. 
“ fidering there muft be juft grounds of Humbling, «/V>J 
“ from the king’s majefty’s refufing to fubfcribe 
“ the declaration concerning his former carriage, 

“ and refolutions for the future in reference to th^ 

“ caufe of God, the enemies and friends thereof i 
“ doth therefore declare. That the kirk and king- 
“ dom will not own any malignant party, their quar- 
“ rel.or intercft, but they will fight upon their 
former principles, for the caufe of God and the 
“ kingdom. And therefore as theydifclaim all the 
“ fin and guilt of the king and his houfe, fb they 
“ will not own him nor his intereft, any further 
than he fhall difclaim his and his ladder’s oppo- 
“ fition to the work of God, and the enemies 
“ thereof. And withal, they will with conveni- 
“ nient lpeed confider of the papers font to them 
“ from Oliver Cromwell , and vindicate fhemfelves 
“ from the falfehoods contained therein.” 

To this the lord-general thought fit to return His an- 
them this apfwcr : “ That the army continued the fwer to 
“ feme as they profefe’d themfdyes to die honeft 
“ people of Scotland, wilhing to them as to their declar*- * 
** own fouls ; it being no part of their bufmefe to tion. 

“ hinder them in the worihip of God according to 
“ their conferences, as by his word they ought ; 

“ and that they fliould be ready to perform what 
“ obligation lay upon them by the covenant. But 
“ that undo* the pretence of the covenant miftaken, 

“a king (hould be taken in by them* and imposed 
“ on the Englijb , and this call'd the caufe of God 
“ and the kingdom ; and this done upon the fetis- 
“ fedion of God’s people in both nations, as 
“ alledg’d, together with a difowning of malig- 
“ nants, altho’ the head of them be receiv’d, who 
“ at this very inftant hath a party fighting in Ire- 
“ land, and prince Rupert at fea on a malignant 
“ account ; the French and Ir'tjb fhips daily mak- 
*J ing depredations upon the Englijb coafts, and all 
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“ by virtue of his commiffion ; therefore the army 
** cannot believe, that whilft Malignant s are fight- 
“ ing and plotting againft them on the one fide, . 
** the Scots declaring for him on the other, ihould 
“ not be an efpoufing of a Malignant intereft or 
** quarrel, but a mere fighting on former grounds 
“ and principles. If the ftate of the quarrel be 
** thus, -and you fay you refolve to fight the army, 

“ you will have opportunity to do that ; elfe what 
“ means our abode here ? And our hope is in the 
“ Lord, fc?r.” 

General Cromwell finding he could by no 
means provoke the Scots to an engagement, on the 
17th of jfugufl march’d his army from Mufclebo- 
rougby and pitch’d his tents on Peneland hills, with- 
in view of Edinburgh. In this march the enemy 
drew forth feveral bodies of horfe, and fac’d the 
Englijh , but came not within gun-fhot. The ar- 
my being quarter’d on the hills, the lord-general 
font out two troops of dragoons to pofiefs them- - 
felves of Collington-boufe. About this, time, a fer- * 
jeant in colonel Cox's regiment and three foldiers 
his afiociates, were fentenc’d to be bang’d for 
plundering a houfe and ftealing a cloak ; which 
fentence was executed on the ferjeant, for a terror 
to others •, but the other three were pardon’d. So 
careful was the general to preferve the country, ac- 
cording to his declaration. 

On the 1 8th the Scots drew forth on the weft fide 
of Edinburgh , between the river Leith and the fea, 
to the number of three thoufand horfe, apprehend- 
ing the Englijh defign’d to pofiefs a pafs over the 
laid river. The lord-general feeing this, drew out 
a forlorn, "and went in perfon before them, to fhew 
how ready he was to fight. Being come near to 
their body,' one who knew the lord-general, fir’d 
a carbine at him : Upon which, he call’d out and 
told him. That if, be had been one of his foldiers, he 
jhould have been cajhkr'd for firing at that difiance. 
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This was all that was done •, for the Scots ftill hav- 1650. 
ing no mind to fight, return’d back again to their 
quarters. And the next day, part of the Englijh Takes 
army took the houfe of Redhaugh, belonging to 
Sir James Hamilton. It was a garrifon fituated 
within a mile and a half of Edinburgh , and had 
about eighty foot to defend it ; and though the 
Englijh ftorm’d it in the fight of the enemy’s 
whole army, yet no party came out to relieve it. 
Threefcore were taken prifoners here ; and the 
place was of great advantage to the Englijh. 

On the 26th of Auguft, the Scots fent to general 
Cromwell , to defire a conference between fome of 
themfelves and fome of his officers. This being 
agreed to, and a convenient place appointed, the 
lord Wartftoun t fecretary of ftate. Sir John Brown , 
colonel Straughan, and Mr. Dougla/s a minifter, 
with fome others, attended for that purpofe. The 
<jhief defign of this conference, was to wipe off a 
pretended afperfion that was caft upon them, and 
fpread over both armies, as if they kept themfelves, 
in trenches and holes, not daring to fight. And 
therefore, the better to vindicate themfelves from 
thefe calumnies, they affur’d the Englijh , “ That 
“ when opportunity ferv’d, it fhould be.feen that 
“ they wanted not courage to give them batde.” 

The next morning the Scotch army, as if they Attends 
defign’d fo foon to make good what they had faid, themoti- 
drew out upon a march j which the lord-general the 
Cromwell no foofter obferv’d, but he prepar’d to ro y, u ~ 
meet them, hoping now to have fome fair play with 
them. And the foldiers alfo expected the fame 
thing, being overjoy’d at the very thoughts of en- 
gaging i in order to which they immediately took 
down their tents, laid afide their knap-facks, and 
put themfelves every way into a fit pofture to meet 
and receive their enemy. ' But the Scots, it feems, 
had dill no mind to come to an engagement ; for 
when the Englijfc army drew near them, they found 
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they were feparated from them, by a great bog and 
a deep ditch \ fb that they could not come at them 
to engage, without running fuch hazards as were 
not neceffary at that time. AU that the lord-ge- 
neral could do for the prefer*, was to thunder 
againft them with his cannon. Both armies flood 
all that night in battalia ; and. the next morning, 
the great guns roved on both fide$ for about the 
fpace of an hour > by which one arid twenty of the 
Englijk were kill'd or wounded, but many more of 
the Scotty who, for all that, would not remove 
to any other ground to engage, nor job in a clofer 
fight. 

Upon this, the brd-geoeral CromaeU march’d 
back his army to their former quarters on Pertcland 
hills i where they were no fooner arriv’d but they 
were inform’d, that the Scots had font out a party 
to take in Mufclebormgh and Prejion-pwu thereby 
tp cut off provifioos from the Engtijh army. Here- 
upon the lord-general gave orders for the army to 
march that way ; which they were very forward to 
do, as being to fight for their vi&eals. But it be- 
ing a very ftormy and tempestuous night, and very 
dark, he flay’d their march till the next morning 3 
when they arrived at Mufciebarough without any 
moleftation from the enemy, who in the mean time 
took pofTeffion of what they had left behind them 
on Pencland hills'; and then dogging them in the 
rear, watch’d all opportunities to diftrefe diem. 

F. Orleans gives us this brief account of thefe va- 
rious marches of the lord-geocral Cmvm U, in or- 
der to bring the Scots to an engagement. “ Crm- 
“ well , fays he, whofe irttereft it was to endeavour 
“ to come foon U> a battle, in a country where his 
“ army found nothing to fubfift on, mareh’d di- 
“ redly towards the enemy, who lay encamp’d 
“ between Edinburgh arid Leith , to cover thole 
“ two places, and the heart of the country. The 
“ cunning Englijhman try’d all ways to draw Lejly 
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Oliver Cromwell. 

*< to fi$it ; but he underftood his trade, and it be* 
“ ing his intareft to protrait time, fo to ruin the 
**• enemy’s army, which had neither ammunition 
“ nor provifions but what came from England at a 
“ great charge, and with much difficulty, he kept 
“ himfelf fo ftrongly intrench'd, that Cromwell 
** durft not attack him. The Englifb general us'd 
** all the baits and ftratagems known in war, to 
“ oblige the Slot to fight him ; fomedmes draw- 
t{ ing him towards Dunbar., as if he would have 
“ befieg*d Edinburgh, and again moving to get 
“ between Sterling and him. But the Scot dex- 
“ teroufly avoided all thefe fnares ; and tho’ the 
“ Englifb army kept up clofe with him, he lb or- 
“ dercd his motions, and potted himfelf fo advan- 
“ tageoufly, that the whole month of Augufi was 
“ fpent in thole counter-marches, fo tedious to a 
“ man of Cromwell’s fpirit, who could never meet 
M with an opportunity either to fight in open field, 
“ or .attack his enemy in his camp.” 

By this means, and by frequent fkirmilhes and 
harraffing the Englifb , the Scots hop’d athft to tire 
them out, depending much upon the difagreeable- 
nett of the climate to their confti nation, especially, 
if they Ihould keep them in die field dll winter, 
which begins betimes in thole parts. And their 
counfels fucceeded according to their wilh ; for by 
this time the Englifb army, through hard duty, want 
ef provifions (the ttores brought by fca being now 
exhaufted) and the rigour of the feafbn, grew very 
fickly, and diminifh’d daily ; the Scotch army in 
the mean time increafing, and continuing in good 
heart. The lord-general reflecting upon the lad 
ft ate of his affairs, and confidering the weak and 
crazy condition of his army, refolved in this exi- 
gency to retreat with them once more to Dunbar. 
Authors differ as to the defign of this march ; fome 
thinking it was to receive further fupplies from the 
Englifb Ihjps $ othere, thtit it was in order to re- 
turn 
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16504 turn into England *, and others again fuppofe, that 
s/v^ the general intended, by garrifoning Dunbar , to 
lie there fecurely for fome time, till they might re- 
cover ftrength, and receive convenient recruits both 
of horfe and foot from Berwick. The lord Claren- 
don fays, “ Whether that march was to retire out 
“ of fo barren a country for want of provifions 
“ (which no doubt were very fcarce i and the fea- 
“ fon of the year would not permit them to depend' 
“ upon all neccffary fupplies by feav) or whe- 
“ ther that motion was only to draw the Scots 
** from the advantageous poft of which they were 
“ poflefs’d, is not yet underftood.” And biihop 
Burnet tells us. That Cromwell being prefe’d by the 
Scotch army, retir’d to Dunbar , where his fhips and’ 
provifions lay. This feems to be very true, and 
that Cromwell was then only on the defenfive ; but 
whether at his departure from Mufcleborougb he had 
a&ually defign’d to return into England , does not 
appear fo certain : Though Ludlow tells us, that 
when the army came to Dunbar , they lhipped their 
baggage and fick men, and defign’d to return into 
• England ; and others fay, that Cromwell wanting 
provifions, was there (hipping off his foot and can- 
non, defigning only the next day to break through 
. with his horfe. 

To Had- Whatever the lord-general’s defign was, he* 
Ungttn. in purfuance of the foremention’d refolution, on 
tne 30th of Auguft, drew out his army from Mufcle- 
borough , and march’d towards Haddington. The 
‘ Scots obferving the Engli/baxmy to retire, follow’d 
tHem ek>fe ; and falling upon the rear-guard of 
horfe in the night, having the advantage of a.clear 
moon, beat them up 1 to the rear-guard of foot. 
Which alarm, coming fuddenly upon them, put 
them into fome diforaer. But the Scots, as fome 
fay, wanting courage to profecute the advantage, 
and withal, a cloud overlhadowing the moon, gave 
the Englijh an opportunity to fecure themfelves and 
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recover the main body. Being come to HadcRng- 1650. 
ton, where they were in continual danger of being v./V's* 
aflaulted by the enemy, the general order’d a ftridt 
watch to be kept, to prevent the worft. The Scots 
conceiving they had now a more than ordinary ad- 
vantage, about, midnight attempted the Englijh 
quarters on the weft end of the town ; but were 
foon repuls’d and fet further ofE The next day, 
being the firft of September, the Septs being drawn 
up at the weft end of the town in a very advan- 
tageous place, the Englijh drew out on the eaft into 
an open field, very fit for both armies to engage 
in ; where having waited fome hours for the coming 
of the Scots, and perceiving that they would not To Dor- 
fight but upon an advantage, they, purfuant to their iar ' 
former refolution, march’d away to Dunbar. 

The Scotch army follow’d at a convenient di- 
ftance, being reinforc’d with the addition of three 
regiments; and feeing the Englijblodg’d in Dun- 
bar, hover’d about them upon the adjacent hills 
like a thick cloud, menacing nothing but ruin and 
deftrudtion, and looking down upon them as their 
fore prey. 

The lord-general was now in great diftrefs, and j s ; ngreit 
look’d upon himfelf as undone. His army was in diftreb. 
a very weak and fickly condition, and in great 
want of provifions, whereby their courage alfo was 
very much abated ; whilft the Scots were ftout and 
hearty, in their own country, and upon very ad- 
vantageous ground. And befides, they more than 
doubled the Englijh in number, being about twenty * 
feven thoufand, whereas the others were but twelve 
thoufand. Some fay they had in their army about 
thirty thoufand horfe and foot; and the Englijh 
were reduc’d to ten thoufand at the moft. General 
Cromwell, with this fickly company,’ was now 
hemm’d in on every fide by thofe greater numbers 
of his enemies ; who, to make fore work, had alfo 
by a ftrong party fecur’d Coberfpath, the only pafs . 
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1650. between him and Berwick, thereby to hinder a]! 
S/yv provifions or relief from thence, or to cut Off afl 
retreat from the Englijb army, who had nor above 
three days forage for their horfes. Thus were they 
reduc’d to the utmoft ftraits, fo that they had now 
no way left, but either to yield themlelves priforr- 
ers, and tamely give up themfelvCs a prey to their 
mfulting enemies ; or to fight upon thofe unequal 
terms, and under thofe great disadvantages. 

Call* a In diis extremity the lord-general, on the 2d of 
councS of September , call’d a council of war, in which, after 
fome debate, it was refolv’d to fall upon the enemy 
the next morning, about an hour before day s and ac- 
cordingly the feveral reginjents were ordei^d to their 
refpe&ive ports. Here we are told by bifhop Burnet, 
That Cromwell , tinder thde pteffing difficulties, 
call’d his officers together to feek the Lord, as they 
exprefs’d k: After which, he bid all about him 
take heart, for God had certainly’heard them, and 
would appear for them. Then walking in the earl 
of Roxburgh 3 gardens, that lay under the hill , and 
by profpeftive glafles difcerning a great motion in 
' the Scotch camp j Cromwell thereupon feid, God is 
delivering them into our hands, they, are coming 
down to us. And the bifhop fays, that Cromwell 
lov’d to talk much of that matter all his life long 
afterwards. The Scots , it feems, had now at laff 
refolv’d to fight the Englijh, and to that end* were 
drawing down the hill, where, if they had conti- 
nu’d, the Engli/b , could not have gone up to engage 
diem without very great difedvantage. This refu- 
tation was contrary to Lejlefs opinion ; who, tho* 
he was in the chief command, had a committee of 
the ftates to give him his orders, among whom 
Wariftoutt was one. Thefe being weary of lying 
in the fields, thought that Lejley did not make 
hafte enough to deftroy the army of the le&aries, 
as they call’d them. Lejley on the other hand told 
them, that by lying there all was fore, but that by 
' engaging 
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engaging in a&km with brave and defperate men, 1650. 
all might be loft * and yet they ftHl prefa'd him to v/vV 
fell on. Many have imagin'd that there was trea- 
chery in all this ; but the foremention'd author fays, 
he was perfuaded there was no treachery in it 5 
only Wartjhun was too hot, and Lejley was too cold, 
and yielded too eafily to their humours, which he 
fhould not have done. This refolution of the Scott, 
to fall upon the Ettglijh, was for fome time retarded 
by the unfeafonablenefs of the weather; and m the 
mean while,, as we have already obferv'd, Cromwell 
refolv’d to fell upon them. 

Thi. night before the battle proving dreadfully Tot*fly 
rainy and tempeftuous, the lord-general took more 5^/^ 
than ordinary care of himfelf and his army. He in the 
refrefhed his men in the town, and above all things battle of 
fecured his match-locks againft the weather, whilft &"***'• 
his enemies neglected theirs. The Scots were all 
the night employed in coming down the hill 5 and 
early in the hioming, being Tue/day the third of 
September , before they were put in order, general 
Cromwell drew out a ftrong party of horfe,/ and 
falling upon the horfe-guards, made them retire.. 

Then immediately his bodies both of horfe and foot 
advancing, the fight loon grew hot on all fides > till 
after about an hour’s difpute, the whole numerous 
army of the Scots was totally routed. Two regi- 
ments flood their ground, and were al moll all kill'd 
in their ranks. The reft fled, and were purfu'd 
as fer as Haddington with great execution. About 
four thoufand were llain on the . place and in the 
purfuit, and ten thoufend taken prifonert, many 
of whom were defperately wounded. Fifteen 
thoufand arms, all the artillery and ammunition, 
with above two hundred colours were taken 3 and 
all with the tofs of fcarce three hundred EngTifb. 
Frifonersof note were Sir James Lumfdale lieutenant- 
general of the foot, the lord libber ton (who foon 
after dy *d of his wounds) adj utant- general Bickerton , 
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1650. fcout-mafter Campbell., Sir William Douglafs ; the 
v/ys^ lord Grandifon, and colonel Gourdotr, betides twelve 
lieutenant-colonels, fix majors, forty two captains, 
feventy five lieutenants, &c. The two Lejleys e- 
fcap’d to Edinburgh , which upon the news of this 
defeat was immediately quitted by its garrifon, and 
Leith refolv'd to admit the conquerors, being not 
able to keep them out. Thus this formidable ar- 
my, which had ib lately triumph'd in a confident 
affurance of vidtory, was totally defeated and over- 
thrown by one not half fo numerous, which at the 
lame time was reduc’d almoft to the laft extremity. 
But this extremity making them fix upon lb firm 
a refolution either to conquer or die, and withal, 
their felling fo fuddenly upon the Scots, when they 
fo little expe&ed them, but defign’d firft to fell 
' upon them, feem to be the true occafion of this 
wonderful turn of affairs. The lord-general him- 
felf drew up a narrative of this memorable viftory, 
and lent it by a courier to the council of ftate, who 
order’d it to be read in all the churches of London 
with folemn thankfgiving : And the colours taken 
in this battle being fent up to the parliament, were 
by their order hung up as trophies in We(tminjier- 
hall. 


Chap. IV. 

From the battle of Dunbar, to the battle of 
Worcefter. 

1 

T HIS great fuccefs put new life into the 
Englijh loldiers, who by this means, after 
having been fo long tofs’d up and down, almoft 
fpent by hard duty, and reduced to fuch extre- 
mity, that they were in danger of being ftarv’d, 
now met with good accommodation and reffelh- 
ment, and had an opportunity to furnilh thetnfelves 
with all neceffary fupplies. Soon after the battle 
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Oliver Cromwell., 177 

was over, the lord-general, the better to improve 1650. 
his vi&ory, and to fecure what he had obtained, 
fent Lambert with a ftrong party of horfe and H ^ r t J. ke * 
foot to attempt Edinburgh, the chief city, and of 
fecure Leith, that the Englijh fhips might there burgh and 
the more readily and conveniently fupply the army Leith. 
with all neceffaries. The Scots, upon the news of 
their army’s defeat, having deferted Edinburgh , 

Lambert on the fame day obtained a quiet poffef- 
lion of it, as alfo of Leith } in both which places 
were found feveral pieces of ordnance, many arms, 
and a conliderable quantity of provifions * which 
the Scots, by reafon of their hafte, could not carry 
away with them. But though the Englijh had 
thus poflefs’d themfelves of the town of Edinburgh , 
the caftle ftill remained in the hands of the enemy ; 
which, though judged impregnable, was at lift 
reduced by Cromwell ; as we fhall fee in its proper 
place,/ 

The lord-general ftaid fome fmall time at Dun- 
bar, to fettle matters, and todifpofeof the prifo- 
ners ; who heing fo numerous, that it feem’d as 
much trouble to keep them as it was to take them, 
about five thoufand of them, who were moft fick 
and wounded, were let at liberty ; and the reft 
were driven like turkies to Berwick, by the Eng- 
lijh foldiers appointed to convey them thither. 

Soon after Lambert had taken poffeflion of Edin- 
burgh, the lord-general himfelf came up, and 
caus’d his whole army to march into that city ; 

.which was done without any lofs,’ fave that one 
of the foldiers had his arm ftiot off by a cannon- 
1 bullet from, the caftle. And now all poffible dili- 
, gence was us’d in fortifying Leith , it being judg’d 
to be the beft and moft commodious fheltring- , 
place the Englijh could have in Scotland, for the 
winter-feafon. 

Oh the Sunday after the lord-general had enter’d 
Edinburgh , he fent a trumpet to the caftle, to ac- 

N quaint 
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quaint the governour, that the minifters who were 
with him might return to the churches, and have 
free liberty to preach there ; but the minifters re- 
turn’d him this anfwer, That they found nothing 
exprefs'dy whereby to build any fecurity for their 
perfons ; and for their return y they refolved to referve 
themfelves for better times , and to wait upon him 
who bad bidden his face for a while from the fons of 
Jacob. General Cromwell reply’d in a letter to 
the governour, as follows : 

“ Our kindnefs offer’d to the minifters with 
“ you was done with ingenuity, thinking to have 
“ met with the like •, but I am latisfy’d to tell 
“ thofe with you, that if their maftcr's fervice 
“ (as they call it) were chiefly in their eye, ima- 
“ gination of fufferings would not have caus’d fuch 
“ a return ; much lefs the practices of our party 
“ (as they are pleas’d to fay) upon the minifters 
** of Cbrift in England , have been an argument of 
“ perfonal perfecution. The minifters of England 
“ are fupported, and have liberty to preach the 
“ gofpel, though not to rail ; nor under pretence 
“ thereof, to over-top the civil power, or debafe 
* f it as they pleafe. No man hath been troubled 
“ in England or Ireland for preaching the gofpel; 
“ nor has any minifter been molefted in Scotlandy 
“ fince the coming of the army hither. The fpeak- 
**• ing truth becomes the minifters of Cbrift. When 
“ minifters pretend to a glorious reformation, and 
“ lay the foundation thereof in getting to them- 
“ felves power, and can make worldly mixtures to 
** accomplilh the fame, fuch as their late agree- 
** ment with their king, and hopes by him to carry 
“ on their deflgns, they may know, that the Sion 
“ promifed, and hoped for, will not be built with 
“ fuch untempered mortar. And for the unjuft in- 
“ vafion they mention, time was when an army of 
“ Scotland came into Englandy not called by the 
“ fupreme authority. We have faid in our papers, 
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u with what hearts, and upon what account we . 1650. 
“ came *, and the Lord hath heard us, tho’ you \/vV 
‘‘ would not, upon as folemn an appeal vs any ex- 
f* perience can parallel. When they truft purely to 
“ the fword of the fpirit, which is the word, of 
“ God, which is powerful to bring down ftrong 
“ holds, and every imagination that exalts itfelf, 

“ which alone is able to fquare and fit the ftones 
“ for the New Jerufalem ; then, and not before, 

. “ and by that means, and no other, fhall Jerufa - 
“ lent (which is to be the prajfe of the whok earth) . 

“ the city of the Lord be built, the Sion of the 
“ Holy One of Ifrael. I have nothing to fay 

to you, but that I am. Sir, your humble fer- 
** vant, O. Cromwell.” 

The Scotch minifters fent an anfwer to this let- 
ter, and general Cromwell another letter in anfwer 
to them ; in which he lays : “ We look upon mi- 
“ nifters as helpers of, not lords over the faith of 
“ God’s people: I appeal to their confdences, 

“ whether any denying, their dodrines, and dif- 
“ fenting, fhall not incur the cenfure of fedary ; 

“ and what is this but to deny chriftians their li- 
“ berty, and affume the infallible chair ? Where 
“ do you find in fcripture, that preaching is in- 
“ eluded in your fundion? Tho* an. approbation 
“ from men hath order ,in it, and may do well, yet 
“ he that hath not a better than that, he hath none 
“ at all. I hope he that afeended up on high 
“ may give his gifts to whom he pleafe > and if' 

“ thofe gifts be the feal of mifiion, be not envious, 

“ tho’ Eldad arid Medad prophefy : You know 
“ who bids us covet earneftly the belt gifts, but 
“ chiefly that we may prophefy ; which the apoftle 
ct explains there to be a fpeaking to inftrudion, and 
“ edification, arid comfort j which the inftruded, ’ 

“ edified, and comforted can beft tell the energy 
“ and effed of. If fuch evidence be, I fay again, 

.** take heed you envy not, for your own. fakes ■, 
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“ left you be guilty of a greater fault than Mofes 
44 reprov’d in JoJhua, for envying for his fake. 
“ Indeed you err thro’ the miftake of the fcrip- 
“ tures : Approbation is an aft of conveniency, 
“ in refpeft of order •, not of neceffity, to give 
44 faculty to preach the gofpel. Your pretended 
44 fear, left error fhould ftep in, is like the man 
44 that would keep all the wine out of the country, 
44 left men fhould be drunk. It will be found an 
44 unjuft and unwife jealoufy, to deny a man the 
44 librt’ty he hath by nature, upon a ' fuppofition 
44 he may abule it ; when he doth abufe it, judge.” 
The minifters ftill refufing to return to their 
churches, the lord-general caus’d Englijh minifters 
to officiate in their places. 

All the chief magiftrates of Edinburgh , toge- 
ther with the committees of the kirk and ftate, fled 
from thence to Sterling , where they endeavour’d 
to fecure themfelves as well as they could. Hi- 
ther likewife reforted thofe who had efcaped at 
Dunbar, and did what they could to piece up their 
.flutter'd army, that by a fecond encounter they 
might endeavour to regain their loft credit : To 
which end recruits were alfo rais’d by the commit- 
tee of eftates *, but it was thought fit to make fome 
change in the officers, not only in the inferior ones, 
but alfo in the great commanders : For old Lejley, 
earl of Leven , was laid afide with dilhonour, tho’ 
David Lejley was continu’d. 

But all thefe methods fignify’d but little, whilft 
. the Scots were fo divided among themfelves, and 
fplit into fo many parties and faftions. The ruling 
party was that which was for the king and kirk ; 
tho* thefe were again fub-divided into refolutioners 
and protejlors. The refolutioners were fo call’d from 
their adhering to thofe refolutions, which were 
pafs’d by the committee of eftates, and the com- 
miffioners of the kirk j “ That thofe who had 
44 made defeftion, or had hitherto been too back- 
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u ward in the work, ought to be admitted to make % 650. 
“ profeffion of their repentance ; and then, after 
“ fuch profeffion made, might, in the prefent ex* 

“ tremity, .be admitted to defend and ferve their 
“ country.” Againft thefe refolutions feme of thofe 
two bodies protefted ; who, together with thofe 
who adher’d to them, were call’d the proteftors. 

They alledg*d, “ That to take in men of known 
“ enmity, to the caufe, was a fort of betraying it, 

“ becaufe it was putting it in their power to be- ' 

“ tray it ; that to admit them to a profeffion of,. 

** repentance, was a profanation and mocking of 
“ God ; for that it was manifeft, they were wil- 
“ ling to comply with thofe terms, though againft 
“ their confciehce, only that they might get into 
“ the army •, and that they, could not expeft the 
“ bleffing of God upon an army fo conftituted.” 

They had a great advantage over the others as to 
this particular ; for this mock penitence was in- 
deed a very fcandalous practice. Thefe proceed- 
ings gave rife to another "fa&ion,. which prevail’d 
chiefly in the weftern counties ; where a great ma- 
ny met, and form’d an affociation apart, as well 
againft the king and the defection in the kirk par- 
ty, as againft the army of fe&aries. Thefe were 
call’d remonjirators , from their publifhing a re- 
monftrance againft all the proceedings in the late 
treaty with the king, when, as they faid, it was 
vifible by the commiffion he granted to James Gra- 
ham (meaning the marquis of Montrofs ) that his 
heart was not flncere ; and when he took, the cove- 
nant, they had reafon to believe he did it with a 
refolution not to maintain it, ftnce in his whole de- 
portment and private converfation, he djfcover*d a 
fecret enmity to the work of God. They imputed 
the fhameful defeat at Dunbar , to their prevari- 
cating in thefe things : And concluded, “ That 
“ therefore, according to the declaration of kirk 
** and ftate, Auguft 13, 1650, they difelaim’d all 
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1 650. “ the fin and guilt of the king and hi? hoiife, both 

“ old arid new ; and that they could not own him 
“ nOr his intereft in the ftate of the quarrel be- 
“ twixt them arid the enemy, againft whom they 
“ were to hazard their lives.” The chief leaders 
of this party were colonel Ker and colonel Straughan. 
Their retnonftrance being brought to the com- 
mittee of eftates at Sterling , was after much debate 
condemn’d as divifive,- fa&ious, arid fcandalous j 
iri which alio the commifiioners of the kirk con- 
purr’d 1 butfo neverthelefs as, if poflible', to bring 
Ker and his party over by fair means 5 to which 
purpofe, feveral papers pafs’d between them, and 
all methods were us’d to heal thefe divifions. Be- 
fides thefe, there was another party in the north. 
Who Were purely for the king, without any regard 
to the kirk. 

Various * Whilst the Scots were thus divided among, 
motions of therrtfelves, and their animofities grew higher and 
general highdfr, the lord-general Cromwell was aftivt with 
Cromwell. L's viftorious forces, which rang’d at pleafure a - 
bout the country. Having his head-quarters at 
Edinburgh, and having there given his' men all ne- 
cefiary refrelhment, he drew out the greateft part 
Of his army for Sterling, and with them fac’d the 
cattle, having at firft forrie defign to ftorm it } but 
perceiving the horfe could not well fecond the foot, 
he chang’d his refolution, and returh’d back to 
Edinburgh. Whither being arriv’d, he order’d all 
the boats in the Frith to be carried to Leith, to 
prevent the Scots ferrying over into Fife in order 
join with the enemy there. 

In the mean time preparations were making for 
the fiege of Edinburgh cattle ; in which the lord- 
general having given the neceflary orders and di- 
rections, marched away fix regiments of foot, and 
nine of horfe and dragoons, for Glafgow ; and by 
the way of Linlithgow, fent a paper to the com- 
mittee of eftates, to try Qnce more what might be 
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ijfie&ed by fair means 5 a copy of which was alfo at 1650. 
the fame time fent to colonel Ker and Straughan, for 
the fame purpofc. There was little elfe remark- 
able in this expedition, but the taking of a fmall 
garrifon near Kelfitb : And it may be remember’d, 
that when the Englijh came to Glafgow , and faw one 
of the legs of the late marquis of Montrofs hanging 
over the gate, they remembering his valiant actions, 
took it down, and buried it privately. 

The feafon now admitting of no confiderable 
action, the lord-general return’d again to Edin- 
burgh •, where he publifhed a proclamation againfl 
a company of fturdy fellows, called Mofs-troppers , 
who very much molefted the army, and by the 
treachery and connivance of the 'country people, 
kill’d many of the Englijh foldiers, and grew fo 
bold as to fteal fome of the train horfes. The pro- 
clamation' was to this effedt : “ That finding many He pub- 
“ of the army were not only fpoil’d and robb’d, ,dlle ’ a 
“ but alfo others barbaroufly butchered and (lain, [ion a!”*" 
“ by a- fort of out-laws, not under the difcipline gainft the 
**' of any army ; and finding that all tendernefs to Mo fi- 
“ the country produc’d no other effedt, than their trso P er> ' 

“ compliance with, and protection of fuch per- 
“ Ions: Therefore, confidering that it is in the 
** country’s power to detedt and difcover them ; 

** and’ perceiving their motion to be ordinarily by 
“ the invitation and intelligence of country people ; 

“ he declar*d, that wherever thefe enormities fhould 
“ be committed for the future, life fhould be re- 
“ quired for life, and a plenary fatisfadtion for the 
“ goods thus ftoln, of thofe parifhes and places 
** where the fadt fhould be committed, unlefs they 
** did difcover and produce the offender.” 

Soon after this proclamation was publifh’d, co- Monk 
lonel Monk , with a commanded party of foot, four l! dut * s 
pieces of ordnance, and a mortar- piece, was fent houfe”^** 
to reduce Derlington houfe, one of the nefts of thefe 
Mofs-troopers i which, being join’d by Lambert , 
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1650. he Toon effected, taking all that were within prifo- 
ners ; whereof two of the moft notorious, with 
their captain, one Waite , were prefendy fhot to 
•death. After this Monk taking with him a party 
And Rof- of fix hundred foot, march’d, againft Rojlan caftle ; 
Un cattle. w here, tho’ at firft he met with fome refiftance, it 
was quickly furrender’d to him. 

The lord-general, who would not let flip any 
opportunity, made what ufe he could of the diffe- 
rences and difientions that were in Scotland, and 
endeavour’d to improve them to his own advan- 
tage. To this end, he fent feveral times to Ker and 
Straugban in the weft, to invite them to come in 
to him. This had that good effeft, that Straugban 
fliortly after withdrew himfelf from his party, and 
clos’d with the Englijh , leaving Ker to command all 
himfelf. The lord-general ftill endeavour’d to draw 
him over, but all in vain ; and having an efpecial 
- eye upon this party, fince he could not prevail by 
fair means,, he refolv’d, notwithftanding the diffi- 
culty of marching at that time of the year, to en- 
deavour' to reduce them by force. Accordingly, 
Viftory about the end of November, he order’d major-gene- 
wwf* ral Lambert , and commiflary-general Wballey, with 
p*rty in h ve re g*nients of horfe, to march from Peebles to 
the weft. Hamilton , on the fouth. fide of the river Clyde ; 
whilft himfelf march’d from Edinburgh on the 
north fide. Having ftaid here fome lmall time 
till he had good intelligence where Lambert and 
his party were and withal, the weather being ve- 
ry bad, he march’d hack again to Edinburgh. Ker 
having notice of this, as alfo that Lambert was at 
Hamilton, thought he had now an opportunity to 
furprize him ; And accordingly letting upon a hid- 
den march in the night, with about fifteen hundred 
horfe, be before day with great fury broke into 
Lambert's quarters ; and meeting with no refiftance 
at his firft entry, he confidently march’d up to the 
middle of the town, But a captain with about forty 
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foldiers having upon the alarm fuddenly mounted, 
and being favour'd by a tree that lay crofs the 
ftreet, obftrufted their march till the whole gari- 
fon was alarm'd. The fuddennefs of this attempt 
put the Englijh into fome furprize ; but foon reco- 
vering thqmfelves, they, to make lure work of it, 
left part of their forces in the town to encounter 
the enemy, and to fecure the rear, whilft the reft 
drew out with defign to furround the enemy's 
whole party \ who perceiving this in time, very 
dextroufly fac’d about, and betook themfelves to 
flight.- In this encounter, which was but fhort, 
near a hundred of the Scots were flain, and as ma- 
ny made prilbners. Ker himfelf was wounded and 
taken* with his lieutenant-colonel and captain-lieu- 
tenant. Thofe who fled were purfu’d as far as Air, 
where a party of a hundred and fifty, being the 
, chief remains of the remonjlrators , were alfo put to 
the rout. This fuccefs was the more confiderable, 
in that it would have been very difficult to have 
engag’d them againft their will ; for they being 
well acquainted with the country, and having the 
inhabitants on their fide, could march about as they 
pleas'd i whereas 'twould have been very dange- 
rous for the Englijh to have follow'd them without a 
great part of their army ; Lejley then lying at Ster- 
ling with the Scotch forces, watching all advantages. 

This feafonable viftory was won follow’d by 
the furrender of Edinburgh caftle, the moft confi- 
derable ftrong-hold in Scotland, which was thought 
impregnable by fituation and art. It is feated up- 
on a high abrupt rock, has but one entrance into 
it, and that both fteep, and by which but two or 
three can go a-breaft, and overlooks and commands 
all places about it * fo that the lord-general’s mefi 
were often very much gall’d in their quarters at E- 
dinburgb , by the great guns playing from thence. 

When general Cromwell came firft before this 
strong place, which was foon after the defeat at 

Dunbar, 


* 8 S 

1650. 

v/W 


The liege 
of Edin- 
burgh 
caftle. 


Die ' ed by Google 



*86 . fhe LIFE of 

t6f)0r. t)unbar , he fummon’d the governour, colonel 
William Dundafs , to deliver it up to him ; which 
, having no effect, he began to confult with his 
chief officers howto reduce it by force. Nothing 
feem’d to encourage the attempting of it by florin j 
and all probable ways being debated, it was at lalt 
refolv’d to force it by mines. In order to this 
work, both Engli(h zxA Scotch miners were font for, 
and towards' the latter end of September , the galle- 
• ries were begun in the night * which the befieged 
no fobner faw, but they fell to firing upon it with 
five great guns, and feveral vollies of final 1 foot. 
But this prov’d no impediment to the Englijh , who 
with indefatigable labour wrought thro* the earth, 
till they came to the main rock. This put them 
to a Hand 1 , but did not make them give over ; for 
having contriv’d ways to make holes in the rock, 
they fill’d them full of powder, and endeavour’d 
to make it fly by firing. 

Bu t this mining work going but (lowly on, 
foe lord-general fearing it would not anfwer his 
defign, and that he foould not be able to blow the 
caftle up into the air, endeavour'd now to level it 
with foe ground ; and to that end, with mighty 
labour and pains, he rais’d a battery fortify’d with 
gabions and other contrivances, defigning to play 
incefiantly from thence with cannons and mortars. 
The governor was very much amaz’d at this, who 
now began to think it a vain thing to endeavour to 
wifoftand the Englijh induftry •, tho’ it mull be faid 
of him, that he did his utmoft to anfwer the ex- 
peftations of thofe by whom he was entrufted with 
this important charge. The battery, notwithftand- 
ing all obftruftions, being rais’d to a convenient 
height, four mortar-pieces and fix battering guns 
were drawn from Leith , and forthwith mounted a- 
gainft the caftle. But before the word of command 
was given, the lord-general thought fit once more 
to fummon the governor' \ which he did on the 
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1 rth 6f December , in the following terms; ** That *650. 
** he being refolv’d, by God’s afliftance, to ufe 
“ fuch means as were put into his hands, for the 
“ reducing of the caftle, did, for preventing for- 
“ ther mifery, demand the rendering of the place 
“ to him upon fit conditions.” To this the go- 
vernor return’d this anfwer, “ That being en- 
“ trufted by the committee of eftates of Scotland 
“ for the keeping of the caftle, he could not de- 
“ liver it up without leave from them : And there- 
“ fore he defired ten days time to fend to them, 

“ and receive their anfwer; upon receipt whereof 
“ the general fhould receive his refolute anfwer.** 

But the lordigeneral knowing his time was pre- 
cious, made this fudden reply, “ That it concern’d 
“ not him to know the obligations of them that 
“ trufted him; but that he might have honoura- 
ble terms for himfelf, and thofe that were with 
“ him : But he could not give liberty to him to 
“ confuh with the committee of eftates, becaufe 
“ he heard thofe among them that were honefl: 

“ enjoy’d not fatisfattion, and the reft were now 
“ difcover*d to feek another intereft than they had 
“ formerly, pretended to ; in which if he defir*d 
“ to .be fatisfy’d, he might have information at a 
“ hearer diftance than St. Job? i-town” 

*T w a s delign’d, that this parly fhould con- 
tinue till ten in the morning, December 13. but 
fome great foot flying from the caftle the night 
before, order was given the next morning to try 
the mortar-pieces, three with foells, and the fourth 
with ftones. Which being done accordingly, the 
governor thereupon returned an anfwer to the ge- ' 
neral’s laft meffage ; in which “ He adjur’d him in 
“ the fear and name of the living God (which was 
“ call’d upon in the acceptance of his great truft) 

“ that liberty might be granted for him to fend to 
“ the committee of eftates ; and faid, that he 
ff would b? very willing to receive information 

“ from 
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1650. ** from thofe of his countrymen whom he could* 
“ truft.” To this the lord-general reply’d, 
u That whoever he would appoint to come to 
“ him, Ihould have liberty for one hour ; but to 
“ fend to the committee of eftates, he could not 
“ grant.** The governor took no notice of 
this, till the mortar-pieces and great guns had for 
fome fmall time play*d with great violence againft 
the cattle. This moved him to fend forth a drum, 

. defiring a conference with the provoft of Aber- 
deen, and one more then in Edinburgh ; to which 
the general, readily confented: But they knowing' 
jt to be an affair of the utmott importance, ab- 
• folutely refus’d to concern themfelves to it, leaving 
the governor to take his own courfe. Hereupon 
Dundafs was in' great perplexity, . and knew not 
what to do ; till having revolv’d the matter a lit- 
tle to his mind, he at laft came to this refult, to 
acquit himfelf manfully in the defence of die 
place. Accordingly a red enfign was immediately 
hung out in defiance on the top of the cattle, and 
the great guns began to roar from the battlements 
of the wall. Upon this, the lord-general thought, 
it high time for him to exert his utmott force j 
and accordingly fent in upon them fuch continual 
lhowers of fhot, that the governor in a fhort time 
thought fit to beat a parley, and offer'd to furren- 
der, if his former requeft, of fending to the com- 
mittee of eftates, might be granted. But this be- 
ing ftill refus’d, Dundafs and his foldiers thought 
it not good to hold out any longer againft fuch 
violent affaults •, and fo entering upon a treaty 
with the lord-general, came to an agreement upon 
*Ti» for- thefe articles : “ Ftrjl , That the cattle of Edin- 
reoder’d «« burgb, the cannon, arms, ammunition, maga- 
** z * nes » an d furniture of war, be delivered up to 
“ the lord-general Cromwell. Secondly, That the 
“ Scots have liberty to carry away their publick 
% regifters, puhlick moveables, private evidences 

“ and 
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«« and writs, into Fife or Sterling. Thirdly , 
“ That as to thofe goods in the cattle belonging 
** to any perfon whatfoever, the owners ihould 
“ have them reftored to them: This to be pro- 
“ claim’d, that all might take notice of it. Fourthly, 
“ That the governor, and all military officers 
“ and foldiers, might depart without moleftation, 
“ carrying their arms and baggage, with drams 
“ beating and colours flying, to Brunt'tjland in Fife : 
“ Moreover, the fick and wounded foldiers to ftay 
“ in Edinburgh till cured, and then to receive the 
“ fame benefit of articles with the reft of their 
“ fellows.” . 

According to thefe articles, this ftrong ca- 
ttle, which gloried in its virginity, as having never 
before yielded to any conqueror, was, after a fiege of 
three months, deliver’d up to the victorious Crom- 
well on the 24th day of December j whereby there 
alfo fell into his hands fifty three pieces of ordnance, 
ibme of them remarkable both for fize and beauty, 
eight thoufand arms, fourfeore barrels of powder, 
and all. the king’s hangings, tapeftry and jewels. 
The fubduing of this place was a thing fo unex- 
pected by feveral, that the Scots cry’d out, Tbap 
Cromwell took it only by Jilver bullets. But what 
appeared moft ftrange to others, and which made 
well on general Cromwell’s fide, was, That the 
Scotch army, which lay not very far off, ihould 
never attempt the relief of this moft important 
place. 

The main bufinefs the Scots were now intent up- 
on, was the coronation of the king ; which had been 
long delay’d by the kirk and ftates, that he might 
have time to bumble bimfelf for bis father’s Jins and 
his own tranfgreffions. But the vigorous proceedings 
of the Englijh put them at Jaft upon flattening that 
which they of themfelves were backward enough 
in. The firft of January was appointed- for this 
folcmnity, which was perform’d it Scone, with the 
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1650. greateft pomp and magnificence that the pre- 
fen t Hate of the nation was capable of. His ma- 
jefty having fubfcribed both 1 the covenants, the 
marquis of Argyle fet the crown upon his head i at 
which the people exprefs’d their joy by their loud 
acclamations of, God fave king Charles the fecond. 
The main defign now was to form fuch an army, 
as might not only fecure what they had ftill in their 
hands, but drive the Englijb (whom they now call’d 
the common enemy) quite out of their country. To 
effedt this, all perfons were now promifcuoufly ad- 
mitted into the army, oommiSions were granted 
for railing horfe and foot, and new commanders 
were appointed. His majefty fet up his royal 
ftandard at Aberdeen , to which great numbers of 
volunteers and honorary foldiers flock’d from all 
.parts. From thence he marched to Sterling j where 
having mutter'd his army, he made duke Hamilton 
his lieutenant-general, David Lefley. major-general, 
Middleton major-general of -the horfe, and Majfey 
general of the Englijb troops. 

The lord-general Cromwell obferving thefe pro- 
ceedings, was very little concern'd at them. How- 
ever, to make fure work, he endeavour’d to pofleis 
himfelf of all thole garrifons of the Scots, which 
were on the fouth fide of the Frith. To this end, 
Feimick ^e otter’d colonel Fenwick with his own regiment, 
reduces and colonel Syler’s, to reduce Hutpe^catfle under his 
Hume-ca - obedience. Fenwick immediately upon his receiv- • 
•ft 1 *' ing thefe orders, applied himfelf accordingly to 
• the work ; and having drawn his men up before the 
caftle, lent afummons to the governor, as follows: 
“ His excellency, the lord-general Cromwell, hath 
u commanded me. to reduce this cattle, you now 
“ pofleis, under his obedience 5 which if you now 
** deliver into my hands, , for his fervice, you fhall 
have terms for yourfelf and thole .with you: If 
you refute, I doubt not but in a Ihort time, by 
*! God’s alfiftance, to obtain what I now demand. 
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«« I expeft your anfwer by feven of the clock to- 
** morrow morning, and reft your fervant, George 
** Fenwick'* 

The governor, whofe name was Cockburtt, be- 
ing, it feems, a man of fancy, returned him this 
quibbling anfwer : “ Right honourable, I have re- 
“ ceiv’d a trumpeter of yours, as he tells me, with- 
“ out a pais, to furrender Hume-caftle to the lord- 
“ general Cromwell : Pleafe you, I never faw your 
“ general. As for Hume-caftle , it ftands upon a 
“ rock. Given at Hume-caftle this day before 
** ven a-clock. So refteth, without prejudice to 
“ my native country, your moft humble fervant, 
“ Tbo. Cockburn.'* And foon after he fent the co- 
lonel thefe lines : 


/William of the Waftle 
Am now in my caftle: 

And awe the dogs in the town 
Shari t gar me gang down. 

But the governor did not long continue in this 
merry humour: For Fenwick having planted a bat- 
tery againft the caftle, and made a fmall breach, as 
the Englijh was juft ready to enter, Cockburn beat 
a parley. But the colonel would now allow only 
quarter for life ; which being accepted, the gover- 
nor with his garrifon, being feventy eight com- 
manders and private foldiers, march’d out of the 
caftle ; which captain Collinfon with his company 
immediately enter’d, to keep it for the parliament. 

Colonel Monk was alfo detatch’d with about 
three regiments of horfe and foot, to reduce Tan- 
tallon-caftle. Being come before it, he found the 
Scots very refra&ory, whereupon he caus’d the 
mortar-pieces to play for eight and forty hours : 
But thefe did little execution j till fix battering guns 
being planted, were fo well manag’d, that the go- - 
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vcmour and thofe that were with him were forc’d 
to fubmit to mercy. 

The king having now got fome authority, vi- 
fited all the garrifons in Fife, and endeavoured to 
put them in fuch a pofture as to hinder the Englijh 
from landing on that fide the Frith. To this end 
alio he drew ncrr* Sterling fuch horfe and foot as 
could be wellfpar’d, and quarter’d them all along 
the water-fide. Then he vifited the highlanders, 
endeavouring to compofe the diffentions that were 
amongft them, and to prevail on them to rife una- 
nimoufly for him. Middleton marched out of thefe 
parts with a confiderable body of horfe and foot: 
And about the fame time, the town of Dundee, as 
a teftimony of their great refpecl to the King, and 
to fhew their forwardnefs in promoting his intereft, 
advanced at their own charge a compleat well arm’d 
regiment of horfe, whom they lent with a (lately 
tent, and fix field-pieces with carriages and ammu- 
nition, as a prefent to his majefty then at Sterling ; 
where all being join’d, made up an army of twen- 
ty thouiand men. And endeavours were frill ufed 
for augmenting this army } for which purpofe, the 
earl of Eglanton , with fome other commanders, 
were fent into the Weft, to raife what forces they 
could. Thefe coming to Dunbarton to execute their 
commiifions, were fuddenly furpriz’d by a party of 
horfe lent thither bv colonel Lilbum, for that pur- 
pofe ; who took the earl himfelf, his ion colonel 
Montgomery , lieutenant- colonel Colburn , iftc. and 
brought them prifoners to Edinburgh. 

In the mean time, the parliament of England 
had'a fpecial regard to their army in Scotland , pro- 
viding for their welfare in all refpe&s. They took 
care to procure" fufficient fupplies both of men, 
mpney and provifions, which they were continually 
fending away to them ; fo that never was an army 
better provided for than this, as no foldiers everv 
^eferv’d better encouragement than thefe. Parti- 
1 cularly. 

Digitized by Google 



Oliver Cromwell. 

t^ilarly, admiral Dean arrived about this time ‘at 
Leith with large fupplies from London ; and a- 
mongft other conveniencies, brought along with 
him feven and twenty great flat- bottom’d boats, 
for tranfporting the army over into Fife. Arid not 
, long after, captain Butler arriv’d at the fame place 
in the Succefs (a ftout fliip formerly taken from the 
French) with eighty thoufand pounds for the pay- 
ment of the foldiers. 

The lord-general Cromwell had for fome time 
laboured under, a very great indifpofition, occafion- 
ed by the unfuitablenefs of the climate, and the ex- 
treme rigour of the winter feafon in thofe parts. 
This confin’d him wholly to his chamber, and ut- 
terly difabled him to a<5t in perfon with, the army, 
how great occafion foeVer there might be. Now 
was the Englifh army under very fad apprehenfions ; 
and yet they were not fo much dejefted and dif- 
heartned, as the Scots were elevated and tranfport- 
ed at this news ; who highly pleas’d themfelves 
with the very fancy of his death j and thereupon 
readily believ’d the flighteft report of it to be.true j 
and when once the conceit had pofiefs’d them, could 
fcarce by any means be brought to believe the con- 
trary •, fo that a Scotch trumpeter coming out of 
Fife to Edinburgh , about the reftoration of a Ihip 
which the Englifh had taken, very confidently af- 
firmed to the foldiers, that their general was dead j 
and faid, they did well to conceal it, but all the; 
world fhould not make him believe otherwife. 
This coming to the general’s ear, who was now in 
a very fair way of recovery, to convince the man 
of his miftake, he order’d him to be brought be- 
fore him. And the conceit was fo ftrongly fix’d 
in him, that nothing but this could have removed 
it. However, being now effectually convinc’d, 
he at his return allur’d thofe who fent him of the 
falfity of this report, which had pafs’d fo currently 
in the Scotch army. After the lord -general had been 
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1651. fomewhat recover’d, he fell into a very dangerous 
1 /vn( relapfe, which, if he had not been of an extraordi- 
nary ftrong conftitution, might have ended his days. 
But the rulers in England , very much fearing die 
lofs of their general, as knowing no man fo fit for 
that high employment, firft of all fent him two 
eminent phyficians. Dr. Wright and Dr. Bates ; and 
prefently after, difpatch’d an order into Scotland ', 

• permitting him to leave the bufinefs of the army, 
and repair into England , for the recovery of his 
health and ftrength, as thinking the air of Scotland 
, might be the occafion of his illnefs. Upon the re- 
ceipt of this, he wrote a letter to the lord prefident 
of the council of ftate, dated June 3d, which is as 
follows : 

His letter «« My lord, I have received yours of the 27th 
to the « M a y w j t h ^ or( Jer of parliament for my li- 

-gjte. “ berty to return into England , for change of air, 

44 that thereby I might the better recover my 
“ health : All which came unto me, whilft Dr. 
44 Wright and Dr. Bates , whom your lordfhip fent 
44 down, were with me. I lhall not need to re- 
44 peat the extremity of my laft ficknefs : It was fo 
44 violent, that indeed my nature was not able to 
44 bear the weight thereof; but the Lord was pleas’d 
44 to deliver me beyond expectation, and to give 
44 me caufe to lay once more, He bath plucked me 
44 out. of the grave. My lord, the indulgence of 
44 the parliament, express'd by their order, is a very 
44 high and undeferved favour ; of which, altho* 
“ it be fit I keep a thankful remembrance, yet I 
44 judge it would be too much prefumption in me 
44 not to return a particular acknowledgment. I 
44 befeech you, give me the boldnefs to return my 
44 humble thankfulnefs to the council, for fending. 
44 two fuch. worthy perfons fo great a journey to 
44 vifit me ; from whom I have received much en- 
44 couragement and good direction for recovery of 
44 my health and ftrength, which I find, by the 
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** goodnefs of God, growing towards fuch a ftate, 1651. 
“ as may yet, if it be his good will, render me ufe- s/vs< 
“ fut according to my poor ability, in the ftation 
“ wherein he hath fet me. I wifli more fteadinefs 
“ in your affairs here, than to depend in the leaft 
“ upon fo frail a thing as I am : Indeed they do 
“ not, nor own any inftrument, 'This caufe is of 
“ God, and it- mujl prof per. Oh ! that all that 
“ have any hand therein, being fo perfuaded,! 

“ would gird up the loins of their minds, and 
“ endeavour in all things to walk worthy of the 
“ Lord. So prays, my- lord, your moft humble 
“ fervant, O. Cromwell ” 

About this time a plot was difeover’d in Eng- A Presby- 
land, which had been carried on by the Prefbyte- t ' rian 
rian parry, and chiefly by the minifters of that per- p ot * 
fuafion, in order to promote the defigns of their 
Seoti/h brethren, and help forward his majefty’s 
reftoration to the Englijh throne, as a king under 
fufficient limitations, and now in covenant with 
them. For this Mr. Love , Mr. Jenkins , Mr. Cafe , 
and Mr. Drake , very eminent Prefbyterian divines, 
befides fome others of the laity, were apprehended 
by order of the council of ftate. Jenkins , Cafe , and 
Drake , confefs’d themfelves guilty, and, -that the 
party might not be too much irritated, were upon 
their humble fubmiffion pardon’d. But Love, as For which 
being more-guilty than any of the reft, was, toge- 
ther with one Gibbons, beheaded on Tower-hill , on ” ” ecu * - 
the 2 2d of Auguft. He was condemn’d on July 5, 
and the day of execution was appointed to be on 
the 1 5th, before which time many petitions were 
prefented from himfelf and his friends to the par- 
liament, for faving his life, but to no purpofe i 
till on the very day that was appointed for his exe- 
cution, feveral minifters, in and about London, 
came to the houfe, ‘‘ Praying earneftly, and in the 
“ bowels of Jefus Chrift, who, when they were 
“ finners, died for them, if not totally to fpare the 
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1951. “ life of their dear brother , that yet they would 
O'Y'w/ “ fay of him as Solomon of Abiathar ,- That at this 
“ aW j&<? Jhall not be put to death” Upon this 
he was repriev'd for one month ; during which time 
all pofiible follicitations were us’d to thofe in pow- 
er, and particular application was made to the lord- 
general Cromwell in Scotland , who fent back a let- 
~ ■ ter fignifying his free confent to the pardon of 

him : But fome cavaliers flopping the poft>boy, 

> . and fearching his packet, with great indignation 
tore the lord-gen»al’s letter, that concern’d Mr. 
Love, as thinking he deferv’d not to live, who, 
according to them, had been fuch an incendiary in 
1 the treaty at Uxbridge. And fb the parliament and 
council of ftate hearing nothing from the general, 
they took it for granted, that his filence was de- 
fign’d as an abfolute denial ; upon which Love 
was executed on the forefaid day. 

Thegene- General Cromwell was no fooner able to ftir 
m! pre- abroad, but with eager defire of aftion, he con- 
ing 0 * ^ tec i with his chief officers to carry on the war. 

For this purpofe it was thought proper to contract 
their quarters, by drawing in the out-guards, or 
petty garrifons which were of little ufe, and were 
often very much molefted by the Scots. And now 
the army being thus drawn together into one body. 
Were fupply’d with thirty-three waggons and car- 
riages for the train from Berwick •, and all things 
being in readinefs for the campaign, the lord-ge- 
neral, on June i\th, order’d the army to advance 
, to Redbaugb , where they ftaid not long, but march’d 

from thence to Pencland hills, a place well known 
to the Engli/b. Here they encamp’d in a moft 
comely and regular order •, and the lord-general 
feafted his officers in his tent, with feveral of their 
ladies, as the lady Lambert , and major-general 
Dean's lady, and many other Englijh gentlewomen, 
who came from Leith to fee the foldiers in their 
tents. 
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. The army having continu’d fome fmall time 1651. 
in this pofture, the lord-general, in order to carry v/v^ 
on the prefent defign, march’d them away to New- He mar * 
bridge , and from thence to Litbgow ; where, from wardTthe 
the battlements of thecafile, they could difcern the enemy, 
tents of the Scotch army, which lay encamp’d at 
Norwood near Sterling y where they were guarded 
■with regular fortifications, the horfe in great bodies 
lying about them for fecurity, who were alfo fenced 
with a river and with bogs ; fo that the Englijh 
could not polfibly drive them out of this faftnefs. 
However, the lord-general, to try whether he could 
provoke them to come and fight, march’d his army 
in battalia fo near their main body, that their tents 
might be perfe&ly feen ; and fo flood for the fpace 
of eight hours, waiting for the coming of the Scots ; 
who thinking it better to fpin out time than to 
put all to the hazard of a battle, would not come 
out to engage^ Hereupon, the lord-general drew 
off his army to Gla/gow, where having fomewhat 
refrdh’d his wearied men, he march’d them back 
again •, and underftanding that the Scots had re- 
mov’d their camp to Keljith, he wheel’d about, and 
fhortly after quarter’d his army at Monhland, 
within four miles of the enemy. But they ftill re- 
fus’d to engage, and the general could not attack 
them without the greateft hazard. 

This fo provok’d him, that he refolv’d to fall He takes 
upon part of their forces that defended Calendar- C alt * itr ' 
boufe . And fo on the 1 5th of July, he order’d two ° UJe ’ 
battering guns to be planted, which having play’d 
with great violence for about eight hours, at laft 
beat down the walls in leveral places. Notwith- 
ftanding which, the govemour expe&ing relief 
from the Scotch army, which lay in fight of him, 
refolv’d to hold out to the utmoft. Upon which, 
the lord-general lent ten files out of every regiment 
to force them out, fince they could not be prevail’d 
on to fubmit. Thefe brave fellows having provided 
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1651. . themfelve? with faggots, prefently unloaded them- 
(UY''*' fclves into the enemy’s moat, and fo fringing over 
into the breach, in half an hour’s tame wholly po£- 
fefied themfelves of the houfe, having (lain the go- 
vernour, with fixty-two of his men. The Scotch 
army all this while looked on, and, as if they were 
not at all concern’d in the matter, did not fend one 
hand to the relief of their friends. 

, The lord-general finding that he could by no 
tpeans provoke the Scots to a battle, refolv’d now 
to bid fair for Fife, that thereby he might cut off 
(thofe fupplies from them that enabled them to 
jprorraft time and prolong the war. Accordingly, 
immediately after the taking of Calendar-houfa the 
valiant colonel Overton , with fixteen hundred foot 
and four troops of horfe, pUt out into the Forth , 
being order’d to land at the North-ferry in Fife i 
which he did in fpight of thofe fhowers of great 
and fmall Ihot that were pour’d upon him as he 
approach’d the fhoar- } in return to which he caufed 
his men to fire upon them out of the boats ; which 
thpy did with fo much courage and bravery, that 
the Scots were forc’d to break off the difpute, 
and betake themfelves to flight, leaving behind 
them part of their arms and artillery. In the mean 
time, general Cromwell kept clofe up to the Scots 
with the main body of his army, intending to fall 
upon their rear, in cafe they mov’d to difturb this 
enterprize. However, the king fent major-gene* 
ral Brown and colonel Holborn with four thoufand 
men to force the enemy out of Fife again ; but be- 
fore they could come up to them, Lambert and Okey 
pafs’d over the Forth with two regiments of horfe 
The battle and two of foot, and join’d with Overton. And 
0 *‘F' fo the Engli/h, with this unexpe&ed reinforcement 
falling upon Brown and Holborn , entirely defeated 
them, killing two thoufand upon the fpot, and 
taking prifoners major-general Brown himfelf, one 
colonel, one Jieutenant-colQnel, one major, thirteen 
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•captain, feyenteen lieutenants, twenty-nine enfigns, 1651. 
five quarter-matters, fix and twenty ferjeants, five wvy 
and twenty corporals, and above twelve hundred 
common foldiers, with two and forty colours . of 
horfe and foot. Brown being thus defeated and re- 
duc’d to the condition-of a prifoner, liv’d not long 
after ; dying, as was thought, of very grief for this 
'lad difafter. Thus the Englijh got fure footing oh 
Che other fide of the Frith ; and this overthrow 
.prov’d the bane of the Scotch affairs. 

Soon after this blow, the Englijh took in garri- The fort’ 
fons almoft as faft as they approach’d them. Lam- 
hert , in the firft place, came before a ftrong fort 
call’d Innefgary , fituated in an ifle lying in the 
Frith , betwixt Queer? s-ferry and the pafs into Fife. 

The garrifon here was fo terrified at the news of 
the late overthrow, that being fummoned by Lam- 
bert, they were content to march away with only 
their fwords by their fides, and deliver up the fort, 
with all the arms, ammunition, and provifions, and 
fixteen pieces of ordnance, to the Englijh. About 
this time, a minifter, and two ftudents came from 
Argus to the lord- general -Cromwell for prote&ion : 

One of them Was excommunicated for not answer- 
ing the two following queftions : i. Whether Pfe- 
jbyterian government in Scotland be not in all things 
conform to the word of God? 2. Whether Cromwell 
be not anticbriftian ? 

The news of the defeat in Fife being brought to 
the king, who ftill lay ftrongly encamp’d in Tor- 
wood, occafion’d fo great a confter nation in his army, 
that with great precipitation he decamp’d, and 
march’d into Sterling park. General Cromwell fol- General 
low’d fpeedily after them in the rear, and marching Cromwell 
over the ground where they fo lately lay, he per- Scot(b u , 
-ceiv’d with what a pannic fear they had been feiz’d : my. 

For they had left behind them all their fick men, 
one barrel of powder, three of ball, a great deal 
ef match, many mufkets, and three barrels of hand- 
O 4 granadoes. _ 
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granadoes. The lord-general followed them with- 
in two miles of Sterling , endeavouring to provoke 
them to an engagement, but all in vain, they mak- 
ing all the hafte they could to fecure themfelves. 
Hereupon the general, perceiving it was to no pur- 
pofe to continue here, on the 2 2d of July march’d 
away his army to Lithgow ; from whence he caus’d 
the greateft part of them to be tranfported over 
into Fife', with the train of artillery, in order to 
carry en the war on the other fide of the water. 
The general himfelf retir’d to Leith-, to provide for 
the lupply of his foldiers ; and here he receiv’d the 
welcome news of the furrender of Bruntijland to 
Lambert ; who having brought the army before it, 
the governour of the place was fo difmay’d, that 
after a (hort parley he deliver’d it up on thefe con- 
ditions : “ Ftrjl, that the foldiers in garrifon (be- 
“ ing about five hundred) Ihould march away with 
“ colours flying. Secondly , That the inhabitants 
“ of the town ihould have what belong’d to them. 
“ Thirdly 1- That all provifions of war, together 
“ with all guns and Ihipping of war, fhould he de- 
“ llver*d up for the ufe of the commonwealth of 
“ England .” This place was of great advantage to 
the Englijh $ for it being a very commodious har- 
bour* the army might from thence, in the courfe 
of their conquefts, have continued fupplies of 
all that was neceffary and convenient for them. 

General Cromwell having fettled matters at 
Leith, immediately crofs’d the Frith to his army, 
which was then at Bruntijland ; and fo dilpatching 
Wballey to reduce the finaller garrifons upon the 
coaft of Fife, and leaving colonel Wolf's regiment 
in Bruntijland, he with the reft of the army and 
train of artillery, on the 30th of July, march’d away 
towards St. John's- town ; that by reducing that im- 
portant place under his power, he might prevent 
the Highlanders from fending any fupplies, either 
of men or provifiqns, tq Sterling, Being come be? 
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fore it, he fenc this fummons to the town. “ That 1651. 
“ being inform’d the town was void of a garrifon, 

“ fave the inhabitants and fome few countrymen, 

‘ ; he requir’d them to deliver the fame to him im- tntrn. ’’ 
** mediately j promifing to fecure their perfons 
“ from violence, and their goods from plunder.” 

The meffenger who carried this fummons, was, 
contrary to the - expectation of the Englijh , deny’d 
admittance, and came back with this ijiort reply 
from the townfmen. That they were not in a capa- 
city to receive any letters. But to excufe the matter, 
the magiftrates foon lent after him a meflage, de- 
claring, “ That the king’s majelty had, fent a very 
** ftrong party, able to maintain the town, and 
* * overpower them with a governour i But always 
“ to obferve civility with his lordfhip, they had 
“ obtain’d leave from the governour to excufe 
** themfelves, by fhewing how unable they were to 
“• treat.” It feems, the lord Duffus had the day 
before enter’d the town with thirteen hundred men ; 
but the lord-general, upon his refufal of the new 
fummons which he fent him, having drained the 
water out of the moats round about the town, and 
batter’d the walls with his cannon, pblig’d him to 
furrender in a day’s time. 

These wonderful fucceffes, which attended the The king 
Englijh arms, threw the king’s affairs in Scotland m 
into great perplexity and diftrefs ; whereupon he 
began to think of making an irruption into England. 

He was npw much nearer England than general 
Cromwell ', who could not poffibly overtake him, 
till after his majefty had been fbme days march be- 
fore him. His fate depended upon the fuccefs of 
one battle ; an.d he had reafon to believe, that all 
the northern parts of England were well-affeCted 
to him ; whither, - if he could once reach, he might 
hope to increafe his army by the accefiion of fuch 
men as would render it much more confiderable. 

Vpon this, it was refolv’d, that the army fhould 
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' ** Google 



$012 

i6$i. 

VV\> 


His army 

enters 

England. 


General 
Cromwell 
fends 
Lambert 
after him. 


*Tt 'be L I F E of 

With all fjoffible expedition advance into England, , 
by the nearefl ways that fed into Lancajhire whi- 
ther his majtfty fent exprefles to his Friends in thofe 
parts, that they might have their foldiers in a rea- 
dinefs to receive him. He alio fent an exprefs to 
the earl of Derby, who was then in the Ifle of 
-Man, requiring him to meet him in Lancajhire. 
The marquis of Argyle was the only perfon who 
tiiflbaded the king from marching boo England, and 
that with no inoonfiderable arguments ; but the con- 
trary opinion prevailing, Argyle retir’d to his houfe 
in the Highlands : And lb, On the laft day of July, 
the king began his march from Sterling , and on the 
6th of Auguft enter’d England by the way of Car life 
with an army of about fixteen thoufand men. 

The noife of this fudden mvafion gave a moft 
terrible alarm to the whole nation, elpecially to 
the parliament at Wejlminfter, who were frill morfe 
difmay’d at the reports of die greatne'fs of the 
king’s army, and his defign of mounting his foot- 
lokliers, and advancing dire&ly tv London. They 
were now ready to pafs fevere cenfores on the 
lord-general Cromwell, and condemned him of rafh- 
nefs and precipitation •, whilft he ih the mean time 
took care to fatisfy them as well as he could, and 
allur’d them, “ That he wduld overtake the ene- 
“ my, and give a good account of them, before 
“ theyfhould give them any trouble.” Accord- 
ingly, that he might lofe no time, he ordef’d major- 
general Lambert “To follow the king immediately 
“ with feven or eight hundred horfe, and to draw 
“ as many others as he could from the country 
militia ; and to moleft the kingfs march as 
much as pciflible, by being near, and Obliging 
him to march clofe i not engaging his own party 
“ in any lharp anions, without a very manifeft ad- 
ft vantage, but keeping himfelf entire till he fhould 
“ come up to him.” 
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The p arliame nt alfo exerted themfelveS to the 1651. 
Btmoft on this occafion. The militia of moft yW 
counties was order’d to be drawn into the field, j™PJ£ 
to obftrud the king’s march. Two thoufand out proceed . 
of StaffordJbire, and four thoufand out of Law- ings a- 
caft&re and Chejhire , under the command of co- gainftWini 
lonel Birch , join’d with Lambert and Harrifon. 

The lord Fairfax drew out into the field with a 
formidable body, to flank the king’s army ; the 
militia of the city of London was commanded out, 
and all the adjacent counties were ftriCtly enjoyn’d 
by the parliament to fet out horfe and men at 
their own charges. An a€t was alfo publilhed, 
wherein it was declared, “ That no perfon what- 
«« foever fhould prefume to hold any correfpon- 
« dence with Charles Stuart , or with his party, 

** or with any of them, nor give any intelligence 
“to them, nor countenance, encourage, abet, 

“ adhere to, or afilft any of them ; nor volunta- 
“ rily afford, or caufe to be afforded or delivered 
«« unto any of them, any victuals, provifions, 

“ ammunition, arms, horfes, plate, money, men, 

or any other relief whatfoever, under pain of 
“ high-treafon : And that all perfons fhould ufe 
“ their utmoft endeavours to hinder and flop 
“ their march.” 

The lord-general Cromwell being now ready to The gene- 
march into England in purfuit of the Scotch army, ral leaving 
endeavour’d to fettle the affairs of Scotland in fuch' “ 
a pofture, as effectually to fecure what was already marc h es 
obtain’d ; and gave all the necefiary orders to lieu- into Eng, 
tenant-general Monk , Whom he refolved to leave land, 
behind him with a ftrong. party of foot, and fuch 
troops of horfe, as might be able to quell any 
forces which fhould rife after his departure. This 
done, the victorious Cromwell , with the remainder 
of the army, marched out of Scotland , and on the 
*2th of Auguft crofled the STine : With which 
fiyift march being quite wearied out, he caus’d the 
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army to pitch their tents On Ryfon-Haugb , upon 
the brink of the whilft himfelf took up his 
quarters at &<?//*y-houfe, not far from his foldiers. 
The mayor of NewcaJUe underftanding that the 
army was near the town, immediately went out, 
accompanied with the reft of the magiftrates, to 
congratulate the lord-general’s arrival in England ; 
and that they might be the more welcome to the 
. foldiers, carried along with them, bread, cheefe, 
bifket, and beer, for the refrefhment of the army. 
Thefe fupplies were very feafonable, and enabled 
the foldiers chearfully to continue their march. 

The Scots in the mean pme by a fwift march 
went on in profecution of their prefent defign. 
The king led them through Lancafhire , where at 
the head of his army he was in all the market- 
towns he pafs’d through proclaim’d king of Eng- 
land^ Scotland , France., and Ireland. But he met 
not with that encouragement which he expetted ; 
for befides that the Scots daily deferted him, the 
country did not come into him as he • believed 
they would, being continually obftru&ed by the 
forces of the commonwealth, which fpread them- 
. felves over all places. The king with his army 
inarched on towards Warrington on the borders of 
Chejhire , the paffage of which bridge was lharply 
contefted by Lambert and his party, but was at laft 
obtain’d by the king, the Scots , as they fell on, 
crying out, Oh you Rogues / We mill be with you 
before your Cromwell comes. The king refolv*d to 
continue his march with the fame expedition as he 
had us’d hitherto, till they fliould come to fuch a 
port: where they might fecurely reft themfelves ; 
which the poor foldiers very much defir’d, being 
extremely fatigu’d with the length of their march, 
and the heat of the lealon. His majefty hoping 
the intereft that major-general Majfey had in Gto- 
eejlerjhire , would draw a great many in to him 
from thofe parts, refolved to.dire&hU march that 
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■way. At laft- looking upon Worcefter as a proper 1651. 
place, he determined to fettle there with his army ; 
and accordingly, on the 23d day of Auguft, he en- 
ter’d that city with very little oppofition ; where w«rt£tr. ' 
herefolv’dtoabide, and expert the coming of his 
enemy •, and that he might not be wanting in any 
thing, that might tend to the prefervation of him- 
felf and forces, he order’d works to be raifed for 
better fecurity. Then he fent a fummons to co- 
lonel Mackworth governour of Shrewjbury , in- 
viting him to yield up that garrifon to him j to 
which the governour .return’d a preremptory de- 
nial. Heallb lent letters to Sir Thomas Middleton , 
to raife forces for him in Montgomeryfihire ; but 
Sir Thomas detain’d the meffenger priloner, and 
fent up the letter to the parliament. A day or two 
after th<* king had taken up his quarters at Wor- 
(itfitrr, nv. -eceiv*d the melancholy news of the de- 
feat of the earl of Derby. This brave man was the 
only perfon, who made any confiderable attempt 
to fupport the king. He got together a body of 
fifteen hundred horfe ; but before he could join 
the king’s army, colonel Lilbourn fet upon him 
near JViggan , and entirely routed him. .The earl 
himfelf being wounded, retreated into Che/htre, with 
about eighty horfe, and from thence to the king 
at Worcefter. 

In the mean time, general Cromwell having re- 
frelh’d his foldiers near Newcafile, immediately Crammelt 
march’d away by Rippon, Ferry-briggs , Doncafter , 

Mansfield and Coventry and at Keinton join’d 
witn the reft of the parliament’s forces, under 
lieutenant-general Fleetwood , major-general Def- 
borough , the lord Grey of Groby, major-general - , 

Lambert , and major-general Harrifon ; making 
in all about thirty thoufand men. The common- 
wealth had- indeed by their new levies increafed 
their forces to a prodigious number \ and England 
never before produced fo many foldiers in lo Ihort 
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65 1., a time? For the ftanding army, with thofe other 
forces newly rais’d by aft of parliament, upon thi& 
occafion, are faid to have amounted to above fixty 
thoufand men. 

Thk lord-general being come up, and having 
qbferv*d the pofture of the enemy’s army, began 
with an attempt upon Upton-bridge , feven miles 
from Worcester , defignipg there, if poffible, to pafs 
over 1 ms army. Lambert was' appointed to manage 
this affair, who immediately detatch’d a final! 
party of horfe and dragoons, to fee how feafible 
the enterprize might be. This party coming to 
the bridge, found it broken down, all but one . 
plank. Over this thefe daring fellows pafs’d, 
who finding the Scots took the alarm * prefently 
betook themfelves to a church for fecurity. Here- 
upon Maftey , who lay at Upton with about fixty ' 
dragoons, and two hundred horfe, gave a cami- 
fado on the church ; but major-general Lambert , 

( having in the mean time pafs’d over a new fupply 
of horfe, fell furioufly upon the enemy’s party, 
and over-powering them, forc’d them to a retreat 5 
which Majfey fupported with fo much bravery, 
that fometimes facing, then fighting, and fo fall- 
ing off, himfelf brought up the rear, and never 
quitted his ftation, till he arriv’d with his men at 
Worcefter. In this encounter his horfe was kill’d 
under him, and he receiv ? d a fhot in his arm. 

. The bridge being thus gain’d, all poflible induftry 
was ufed to make it ups fo that lieutenant-general 
fieitwooeFs army quickly pafs’d over s which ftill 
marching forward, they laid a bridge over the 
tfeame, which fells into the Severn , about a mile 
beneath Worcester'. And the general, in the mean 
time, caufed a bridge of boats to be laid over the 
Severn on his fides and this for the better con- 
junftion of the army, and that the enemy might 
be the more ftraiten’d. 

The 

Digitized by Goog 1 



Oliver Cromwell. %qj 

The Scots drawing out to oppofe the lieutenant, 1 65 
general’s paflage, the, lord-general refolved to di- s/VM 
vert their defign, or to oblige them to fight on 
great diladvantage : To which end, h'mfelf m 
perfon led over the river two regiments of foot,, 
colonel Hacker’s horfe, and his own life-guard, on 
that fide of Worcejier , which he defign’d to attack. 

Whilft this was doing, lieutenant-general Fleet* 
wood, aflifted by colonel Goff's and major-general 
Deatfs regiments of foot, maintain’d a brave fight* 
from hedge to hedge, which the Scots had lin’d 
thick with mufqucteers, judging that to be the 
fafeft way. And indeed they ftoutly maintain’d 
their ground, till colonel Blake's, Gibbotfs and 
Marfa's regiments came in and jqin’d with the 
others againft them ; upon which they retreated: 
to Powiek-bridge, where they were again engag’d; 
by colonel Hains, Cobbet and Matthews * and per- 
ceiving they were not able to prevail, they thought 
fit at laft to fecure themfelves by flying into- 
Worcefier. ' 

Presently after, the king calling a council 
of war, it was refolved to engage Cromwell him- 
felf. Accordingly, they on a hidden fally.’d out 
, againft him with fo much fury, that his invinciblo 
life-guard could not fuftain the lhock, but was 
forced to retire in fome diforder ; and his cannon 
hkewife were for fome time in the power of the 
king’s party: But multitudes of frefli forces com- H« total- 
ing in, at laft turn’d the fcale on Cromwell's fide, ly 
The battle continued for three or four hours with 
great fiercenefs and various fuccefs, dll the Scots be- e f ^ 
ing overpower’d by Cromwell' s faptnor force, were after. 
totally routed, flying away in great confufion to fe- 
cure themfelves. The horfe made as faft as they could 
back again towards the north ; but the foot ran into 
the city, being clofely purfu’d by fome of the con- 
querors, who furioufly flew thro’ all the ftreets, doing 
fuch terrible execution, that there was nothing to 

be 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



*o8 ’the LIFE of 

1 65 1. be leen for fome time but blood and (laughter* 
As foon as the lord-general had forced his way 
through Sudbury-gate, whilft this party were kil- 
ling and (laying all they met with, he with (ome 
regiments ran up to the Fort-royal, commanded by 
colonel Drummond ; and being juft about to ftorm, 
he firft ventur’d his perfon thro’ whole (howers of 
ihot to offer the Scots quarter, if they would pre- 
fently fubmit, and deliver up the fort; which 
they refilling, he foon reduced it by force, and 
without mercy put them all to the fWord, to the 
number of fifteen hundred men. In the mean 
time very 'confiderable parties were fent after the 
flying enemy, and the country every where rofe 
upon them. The (lain in this batde were reck- 
oned about four thoufand, and the prifoners taken 
• in the fight and in the purfuit amounted to about 
ten thoufand ; lb that near all were loft. The 
chief of the prifoners were duke Hamilton (bro- 
ther of the late duke) who died foon after of his 
wounds ; the earl of Derby, who not long after 
was fentenc’d to death, and loft his head at Bolton ; 
the earls of Lauderdale , ( Carnwarth, Rothes ,■ and 
Kelley ; the lord Sinclare , Sir John Packington , Sir 
Charles Cunningham , Sir Ralph Clare, major-ge- 
neral Montgomery, major-general Pifcoty , Mr. Ri- 
chard Fanjhaw lecretary to the king, the general 
of the ordnance, the adjutant -general of the foot ; 
befides feveral colonels, and other inferior officers. 
There were alfo taken all' their artillery and bag- 
gage, a hundred and fifty-eight colours, the king’s 
• ftandard, his coach and horfes, and feveral other 
things of great value. The king efcaped, and 
having wandered for fome time in difguife about* 
England , he at laft found means to embark, and 
landed fafely at Diepe in France. This great vi- 
ctory, which was juftly look’d upon as the decifion 
of the grand ciaufe between the king and the com- 
monwealth, was obtain’d by general Cromwell on 
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the third of September, the fame day twelve-month, 
that the Scots had fuch a defeat given them by his 
forces at Dunbar , as loft them their kingdom. 
Cromwell's word was the fame as at Dunbar, The 
Lord of hofts. The next day the lord-general fent 
a letter to the parliament ; which was as follows : 

“ I am not able yet- to give you an exadt ac- 
“ count of the great things the Lord hath done for 
“ this commonwealth, and for his people ; and yet 
“ I am unwilling to be filent, but according to my 
“ duty I lhall reprefent it to you, as it comes to 
“ hand. This battle was fought with various fuc- 
“ cels for fome hours, but ftill hopeful on your 
“ part, and in the end became an abfolute vidtory, 
“ and fo full an one, as proved a total defeat and 
'** ruin of the enemy's army, and pofleffion of the 
“ town ; our men entring at the enemy’s heels, 
** and fighting with them in the ftreets with very 
“ great courage,. took all their baggage and artil- 
“ lery. What the (lain are, I can give you no ac- 
** count, becaufe we have not taken an exadt view ; 
“ but they are very many, and muft needs be lb, 
“ becaufe the difpute was long, and very near at 
“ hand, and often at pulh of pike, and from one 
“ defence to another. There are about fix or fe- 
“ ven thoufand prifoners taken here, and many 
** officers and noblemen of quality ; duke Hamil- 
“ ton , the earl of Rothes, and divers other noble- 
“ men •, I hear, the earl of Lauderdale , many offi- 
“ cers of great quality, and fome that will be fit 
“ objedts of your juftice. We have fent very con- 
“ fiderable parties after the flying enemy: I hear 
“ they have taken confiderable numbers of prifof- 
** ners, and are very dofe in the purfuit. Indeed, 
“ I hear the country rifcth upon them every-where ; 
“ and I believe the forces that lay thro’ providence 
at Bewdley, and in Shropjhire and Staffordshire, 
“ and thofe with colonel Lilburne, were in a con- 
“ dition, as if this had been forefeen, to intercept 
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“ what Ihould return. A more particular account 
“ than this will be prepared foryou, as we are able. 

“ I heard they had not many more than a thoufand 
** horfe in their body that fled, and I believe we 
“ have near four thoufand forces following andin- 
u terpofing between them and home. Their army 
“ was about flxteen thoufand ftrong, and fought 
“ ours on Worcefter- fide Severn , almoft with their 
“ whole, whilft we had engaged half our army on 
“ the other fide, but with parties of theirs. Indeed 
“ it was a ftifF bufinefs ; yet I do not think we 
“ have loft two hundred men. Your new-rais’d 
“ forces did perform Angular good fervice, for 
> “ which they deferve a very high eftiination and 
“ acknowledgment, as alfo for their willingnefe 
“ thereunto, forafmuch as the feme hath added fo 
“ much to the reputation of your affairs. They 
“ are all difpatch’d home again ; which, I hope, 
“ will be much for the eafe and fetisfa&ion of the 
“ country, which is a great fruit of the fucceffcs.” 

“The dimenflons of this mercy are above my 
“ thoughts ; it is, for ought I know, a crowning 
“ mercy ; furely, if it be not, fuch a one we fhall 
“ have, if this provoke thofe that are concern’d in 
“ it to thankfulnefs, and the parliament to do the 
“ will of him, who hath done his will for it, and 
“ for the nation ; whole good pleafure is, to efta- 
“ blilh the nation, and the change of the governT 
“ ment, by making the people fo willing to the 
“ defence thereof, and fo flgnally to blefe theen* 
“ deavours of your fervants in this late great work, 
“lam bold, humbly to beg, that all thoughts may 
“ tend to the promoting of his honour, who hath 
“ wrought fo great felvation, and diat the fatnefs 
“ of thefe Continued mercies may not occaflon pride 
“ and wantonnefs, as formerly the like hath done 
“. to a chofen people. But that the fear of the 
“ Lord, even for his mercies, may keep an autho- 
V rity, and a people fo profpered, and bleffed, and 
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yritnefled tq, humble and faithful ; that juftice 1651, 
“ and righteoufnefs, mercy and truth may flow 
«■* from you, as a thankful return to our glorious 
“ Qod: This ffiall be the prayer of, Sir, your molt 
“ humble pnd obedient fervant, O. Cromwell” 


C H A V. 

From the battle of Worcester, to the forcible 

diJJ'olution of the Long Parliament. , 

G ENERAL Cromwell having given this dead- 
ly blow to the Scots , and to all the king’s 
party, ftaid no longer at Worcester , than to fee the 
walls of it levell’d with the ground, and the dikes 
fill’d with earth, thereby to curb the difaffeftion 
pf the inhabitants, and to prevent their attempting 
to fecure any enemy for the future. This done. He te- 
he march’d up in a triumphant manner to London, tu . rns 
driving four or five thoufand prifbners dike flieep ** 

before him. Beyond Aylesbury, he was met by four 
commiflioners from the parliament, whom they 
lent to pay him all the marks of honour and eftcem. 

When he came to Acton, he was folemnly met by 
the fpeaker, and the reft of the members and coun- 
cil of ftate ; and fbon after by the lord-mayor, al- 
dermen and fheriffs, and many perfons of quality, 
with the militia and multitudes of people 5 who 
welcom’d him with loud fhouts and acclamations, 
and feveral vollies of great and fmall fhot. White- 
lock fays, he carry’d himfelf with great affability, 
and feetning humility ; and in all his difcourfes* 
about the buflnefs of Worcefter, would feldorn men- 
tion any thing of himfelf, but of the gallantry of 
the officers and foldiers, and gave all the glory of 
the a&ion unto Qod. After feme fmall repofe, 
on the 1 6th of September, he took his place in par- 
liament, where the fpeaker made a fpeech to him, 

. congratulating his return after fo many worthy at- 
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1651. chievements, and giving him the thanks of the 
VW houfe for his great and faithful fervices to the com- 
monwealth. On the fame day, he with his chief 
officers, was feafted in the city, with all poifible • 
ftate and pomp : And foon after two afts were 
drawn up, that were much to his honour j one for 
a folemn thankfgiving-day, and the other for a 
yearly obfervation of the third day of September, 
in all the three kingdoms, with a narrative of the 
grounds thereof. The parliament likewife fettled 
four thoufand pounds a year upon him, out of the 
eftates of the duke of Buckingham , and the mar- 
quis of fVorcefter , befides two thoufand five hundred 
pounds per annum , formerly granted. , 

The ifles Soon after the battle of fVorcefter , the ifle of 
of Man, Man, bravely defended by the heroick countefs of 
GuernJiy, Derby, and the ifle of Jerfey , that had been long 
and Stilly maintain’d by Sir George Carteret , were both re- 
reduc’d. duc’d to the parliament’s obedience. They had 
long fince been matters of Guern/ey , except the 
chief fort, call’d- Cornet- caftle, which had been a 
great while defended by Roger Burges the gover- 
aour, but was about the latter end of October fur- 
render’d by him upon very good articles. And 
the Scilly ifles, which had been the chief harbour 
for the king’s men of war, were fome time before 
reduc’d by a part of the parliament’s fleet. 

Major-general Monk, whom die lord-gene- 
reduftion ra ^ had left in Scotland, to perfect the reduftion of 
of Sett, that kingdom, proceeded in his work' with very 

hmd. good fuccefs. Before the fight at Worcefier, he 

took Sterling, the chief ftrength of the Scots ; as 
. allb Dundee, with as terrible an execution as Crom- 
well had before us’d at Tredagb •, and furpriz’d 
a convention of the Scotch nobility, among whom 
was old general Lejley , and lent them prifoners to 
London. The example that was made of Dundee, 
occafion’d fuch a terror, that St. Andreis? s, Aber- 
deen, Dunbarton , and Dunnoter cattles, with other. 

towns. 
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tdwns, cattles, and ftrong-holds, either voluntarily 
declar’d for the conquerors, or furrender*d upon 
fommons. Notwithftanding this, the Scots made 
' one attempt mope under Middleton , Huntley , Glen- 
carne , and others in the Highlands : But they were 
foon fuppreis'd and diipers’d by colonel Morgan : 
So that the Englijh extended their conquefts thro* 
all parts of the kingdom, even as for as the ittes of 
Orkney and Shetland , which now fubmitted to them. 

And here I lhall difmifo the affairs of Scotland, 
for the prefent, with the remarks that bilhop Bur- 
net makes on the ftate of that kingdom, after this 
abfolute reduction of it under the power -of the 
Englijh. “ After this, fays he, the country was 
“ kept in great order : Some cattles in the 
“ Highlands had garrifons put into them, that 
“ were fo careful in their discipline, and fo exaft 
“ to their rules, that in no time the Highlands were 
** kept in better order, than during the ufurpation. 
“ There was a confiderable force of about feven or 
“ eight thoufand men kept in Scotland : Thefe were 
“ paid exadly, and ftri&ly difciplin’d. The pay 
“ of the army brought fo much money into the 
“ kingdom, that it continued all that while in a 
** very flourilhing ftate. Cromwell built three ci- 
“ tadels, at Leith, Air , and Inver nefs, befides ma- 
“ ny little forts. There was good juftice done, and 

vice was fu^prefs’d and punifh’d ; fo that we al- 
“ ways reckon thofe eight years of ufurpatjon, a 
** time of great peace and profperity. There was 
“ alfo a fort of union of the three kingdoms in 
“ one parliament, where Scotland had its reprefen- 
“ tatives. The marquis of Argyle went up one of 
“ our commiflioners.” 

Soon after the vidtory at Worcefler , general 
Cromwell defir’d a meeting with feveral members 
of parliament, and fome of the principal offigers 
of the army, at the fpeakcr*s houfe •, where, as 
Wbitelock, who was one of the number, acquaints 

P 3 us, 

• Digitized by Google 


*13 

1651. 

✓vy 


The Kate 
of that 
kingdom 
afterwards. 


General 
Cromwell 
holds a 
conference 
to confider 
of a fettle- 
ment. 



214 

1651. 


"The LIFE of 


i > 


Us, he propos’d to them, ** That now the old king 
“ being dead, and his fon defeated, he held it ne- 
“ cefkry to come to a fettlement of the nation } 
“ in order to which he had requefted this meet-* 
“ ihg, that they together might confider and ad- 
vife, what was fit to be done, and to be pre- 
“ fen ted to the parliament.” 

What pafs’d hereupon in this conference, I 
fhall fet down as I find it in Whitehck. Lentkatt 
the fpeaker began thus : “ My lord, this com- 
“ party were very ready to attend your excellency j 
“ and the bufinefs you are pleas’d to propound to 
** us, is very necefiary to be confider*d: God hath 
“ given marvellous fuccefs to our forces under 
“ your command, and if we do not improve thele 
“ mercies to fome fetdement, fuch as may be to 
“ God’s honour-, and the good of this common-: 
“ wealth, we fhall be very much blame- worthy.” 

Harrison. ** I think that which my lord- 
“ general hath propounded, is to advife as to a 
“ fettlement both of our civil and fpiritual liber- 
“ ties, and fo that the mercies which the Lord 
“ hath given in to us, may not be caft away $ 
“ how this may be done is the great queftion.” 
White lock. “ It is a great queftion indeed^ 
and not fuddenly to be refolv’d ; yet it were pity 
“ that a meeting of fo many able, worthy perfons 
“ as I fee here lhould be fruitlefs. I fhould hum- 
V bly offer in the firft place, whether it be not re* 
quifite to be underftood, in what way this fet- 
*? dement is defir’d, whether of an abiblufe repub- 
M lick, or with any mixture of monarchy.” 

General Cromwell. “ My lord commiflioner 
** Whitelock hath put us upon the right point ; and 
“ indeed it is my meaning, that we fliould con- 
“ fider, whether a Repubnck, or a mix’d monar- 
“ chical government will be beft to be fettled j 
and if any thing monarchical, then in whomi 
that power fhall be placed,’’ 

Sir 
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Sir Tbo. Widdrington. “ I think a mix’d mo- 165.1. 
“ narchical government will be moft fuitable to 
“ the laws and people of this nation ; and if any 
“ thing monarchical, I fuppofe we fhall hold it 
“ moft juft to .place that power in one of the Tons 
** of the late king.” 

Fleetwood. “ I think that the queftion, 
w Whether , an abfolute republick, or a mix’d ' 

** monarchy, be beft to be fettled in this nation, 

** will not be very eafy to be determin’d.” 

Lord-chief-justice St. John. “ It will be 
“ found that the government of this nation, with- 
“ out fomething of monarchical pow^r, will be 
“ very difficult to be fettled, as not to fhake the 
“ foundation of our laws, and the liberties of the 
“ people.” 

Lenthall. “ It will breed a ftrange confu- 
“ fion to fettle a government of this nation, with- 
“ out fomething of monarchy.” 

Desborough. “ I befeech you, my lord. Why 
“ may not this, as well as other nations, be go- 
“ vern’d in the way of a republick ? ” 

Whitelock. “ The laws of England are lb 
** interwoven with the power and practice of mo- 
“ narchy, that to fettle a government without 
“ fomething of monarchy in it, would make fo 
“ great an alteration in the proceedings of our 
“ law, that you have fcarce timfe to redify, nor 

can we well fprefee the inconveniencies which 
“ will arife thereby.” 

Whalley. “Ido not well underftand mat- 
“ ters of law ; but it feems to me the beft way, 

“ not to have any thing of monarchical power in 
“ the fottlement of our government : And if we 
“ fliould refolve upon any, whom have we to 
“ pitch upon ? The king’s eldeft fon hath been in 
“ arms againft us, and his fecond fon likewife is 
“ our enemy.” 

? 4 Sir 
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Sir Thomas Widdrington. “ But the late king's 
“ third Ton, the duke of Gloucejier , is flilf among 
“ us, and too young to have been in armsagainft 
“ us, or infedted with the principles of our ene- 
“ mies.” 

Whit e lock. “ There may be a day given for 
“ the king’s eldeft fon, or for the duke of Tork, 
“ his brother, to come in to the parliament ; and 
“ upon fuch terms as lhall be thought fit, and 
“ agreeable both to our civil and fpirirual liber* 
“ ties, a fettlement may be made with them.” 

General Cromwell. “That will be a bufinefs 
“ of more than ordinary difficulty ; but really, I 
“ think, if it may be done with fafety, and pre- 
*• fervation of our rights, both as Engli/hmen, and 
“ as chriftians, that a fettlement with fomething of 
“ monarchical power in it would be very effectual.” 

Much more difcourfe there was by feveral gen- 
tlemen then prefent. The foldiers were generally 
for a pure republick, the lawyers for a mix’d 
monarchy, and many for the duke of Gloucejier to 
be made king ; but general Cromwell ftill put off 
that debate to fome other point ; and many think, 
that having now begun to entertain thoughts of 
fetting up himfelf, his defign in this conference, 
was only to difeover the inclinations of thefe per- 
fbns, that he might make a proper ufe thereof in 
profecuting the. ends of his own ambition, which 
was much heighten’d by the finifhing ftroke that 
was given to his fucceffes, in the late glorious 
victory at fVorceJler. 

The commiffion of general CromweU to be lord- 
lieutenant of Ireland being expir’d, the parliament 
did not think fit to renew that title and office, 
looking upon them to be more fuitable to monarchy, 
than to a free commonwealth ; but they pafs’d a 
vote, “ That the adt of parliament conftitutingO#- 
“ ver Cromwelly Efqj captain-general and comman- 
“ der in chief of the armies and forces rais’d by 

their 
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** their authoritywithin England, fhould extend to 1652. 
“ the forces in Ireland , as if Ireland had been par- 
“ ticularly named : And that the lord-general be 
“ requir’d to appoint fuch a perfon as he fhall think 
“ fit, to command the forces in Ireland , and to 
“ cOmmifiion him accordingly.” And fo lieute- 
nant-general Fleetwood had the command in chief 
of the forces in Ireland given him,, to hold wider 
the lord-general Cromwell j and under his conduct, 
that kingdom was in a' little time brought into 
perfeft fubjedtion. 

Whilst the commonwealth of England was A rupture 
thus every where victorious at home, a rupture between , 
happened between them and the elder republick the 
Hates of Holland ; which occafion’d fuch terrible * 
fea-fights, that no preceding age fince the creation . 
had ever produced the like. > Some time in the laft 
year, the parliament fent over the chief juftice 
St. John and Mr. Strickland , to treat of a coalition 
with the Dutch *, but they apprehending that this 
conjunction might rob them of their trade, and be 
little lefs than making them a province to England , 
not only refufed to confent to it, but rudely treat- 
ed St. John •, which was fo much refented by his 
haughty fpirit, that he made the report of this em- 
baffy little to the advantage of the Dutch. Upon 
this the parliament pafs’d the a£l of navigation, * 
which “ prohibited foreign Ihips from bringing* 

“ any merchandizes into England , except fuch as 
“ fhould be of the growth and manufacture of that 
“ country, to which the faid fhips belong’d.” By 
virtue of which law the Englijh took occafion to 
fearch the Dutch veffels, and often to make prize 
of them. The ftates hereupon fent over four am- 
bafiadors for the reftoring and preferving a good 
underftanding between the two republicks •, but the 
parliament demanded the arrears for the Dutch fifh- 
jng upon the coafts of England and Scotland , the 
giving up to juftice thofe of the Dutch who furviv’d, 

that 
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1652. that were aflifting in the mafiacre of the Englijh at - 
Amboytia ; and a free trade up the Sebeld. The 
Dutch feeing hpw little they were to expert from 
, the Englijh by a treaty, began to prepare for a war 
nor Were the others behind-hand with them. 

The firft ad of hoftility was in December laft 
year, when an Englijh man of war meeting with 
fome Dutch fifhermen on the Britijh coaft, de- 
manded the tenth herrings in acknowledgment of 
the fovereignty of the feas, which the parliament 
was determined to maintain in another manner than 
had hithferto been done. The Dutch not comply- 
ing, they fell from words to blows ; and the Dutch- 
man fhooting firft at the Englijh , the Englijh man 
of war funk one of the Dutch fhips, which perch- 
ed with all her crew. 

This was but a fkirmifh ; but the firft great feat 
letwfen* ^S^t between thefe potent republicks, was in May 
them. this year 5 when admiral Van Trump, according to 
the inftrudions he had received, refilling to ftrike 
fail to the Englijh , Blake the Englijh admiral gave 
orders to fire at Trump* flag ; which being done 
thrice. Trump , inftead of ftriking it, poured a broad- 
fide upon Blake. Hereupon both fleets engag’d 
from four in the afternoon till night ; in which 
fight, the Dutch had one man of war taken, and 
another funk, one hundred and fifty men kill’d, 
and their whole fleet much damag’d *, whereas the 
Englijh had not one fhip loft or difabled, and but 
few of their men flain. The fecond fea-fight was 
on the 20th of Augufi -, when Sir Georgb Ay f cough, 
who was left by Blake to command in the Downs, 
with thirty-eight men of war, fet upon the Dutch 
fleet of fifty, and fifteen merchant men. This fight 
having continued three days, the Dutch loft two 
fhips, one funk, and the other burnt, but the Engr 
lijh none. On the 28th of October, admiral Blake, 
with vice-admiral Penn, and rear admiral Bourn, 
again engag’d the Dutch fleet near the North- Fore- 
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land, boarded and took their rear-admiral, funk 1 652. 
two mote of them, and one was blown up. The t>V*s J 
reft of the Dutch fleet being very much flutter'd 
and forc’d to fly, Was purfued twelve leagues by the 
Englijh j Who loft hot one fliip in this fight, tho* 
many of them were damag’d in their rigging. • 
Another furious fight happen’d on the 2 9th of No- 
vember, which continued from ten in the morning 
till fix at night ; when the Dutch fleet double in 
number to the Englijh, got the better of them, tak- 
ing the Garland frigat, burning the Bonadventure , 
and finking three more. One of the Dutch flag- 
fliips was blown up, and all the men loft but two ; 
and Van frump's and De Ruyter’s Ihips were much 
damag’d. 1 

But to return home: About this time, the lord- A remark- 
general Cromivell meeting with commiffioner White- ^* con ' 
lock, faluted him with more than ordinary courtefy, 
and defined to have feme private difcourfe with general 
him. Whiteloik Waited on him accordingly, and Cromwll 
aftet feme previous difcourfe, the lord-general pro- 
peeded thus : “ Your lordfliip hath obferved moft ‘ 

“ truly the inclinations of the officers of the army 
“ to particular factions, and to murmurings, that 
“ they are not rewarded according to their deferts ; 

“ that others who have ventured leaft, have gain- 
** ed moft, and they have neither profit nor pre- 
“ ferment, nor place in government, which others 
** hold, who have undergone no hardlhips nor ha- , 

“ zards for the commonwealth ; and herein they 
“ -have too much of truth ; yet their infolence is 
“ Very great, and their influence upon the private 
“ loldiers works them to the like difcontents and 
“ murmurings. Then as for the members of par- 
liament, the army begins to have a ftrange dif- 
** tafte agatnft them, and I wilh there were not 
too much caufe of it; and really their pride, 
f * and ambition, and felf-feeking, ingrofling all 
f* places of honour and profit to themfelves and 
‘ • their 
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44 their friends, and their daily breaking forth into 
“ new and violent parties and factions ; their de- 
“ lays of bufinefs, and defign to perpetuate them- 
44 felves and to continue their power 'in their own 
“ hands; their meddling in private. matters be- 
“ tween party and party, contrary to the inftitu- 
44 tion of parliaments, and their injuftice and par- 
“ tiality in thofe matters, and the fcandalous lives 
“ of fome of the chief of them ; thefe things, my 
44 lord, do give too much ground for people to o- 
44 pen their mouths againft them, and to diflike 
44 them. Nor can they be kept within the bounds 
44 of juftice, and law or reafon, they themfelves 
“ being the fupreme power of the nation, liable tp 
44 no account to any, nor to be controuled or re- 
44 gulated by any other power, there being none 
44 fuperioryor co-ordinate with them. So that un- 
44 left there be fome authority and power fo full 
44 and fo high, as to reftrain and keep things in 
* 4 better order, and that may be a check to thefe 
44 exorbitances, it will be impofiible in human rea- 
44 fon to prevent our ruin.” 

WHKELQCK anfwered : 44 1 confefs the dan- 
44 ger we are in by thefe extravagancies and inor- 
44 dinate powers, is more than I doubt is generally 
44 apprehended ; yet as to that part of it which con- 
44 cerns the foldiery, your excellency’s power and 
44 commiilion is fufficient already to reftrain and 
44 keep them in their due obedience : And, blefted 
44 be God, you have done it hitherto, and I doubt 
44 not but by your wifdom you will be able ftill to 
44 doit. As to the members of parliament, Icon- 
44 fefs the greateft difficulty lies there, yourcom- 
44 million being from them, and they being acknow- 
44 ledged the fupreme power of the nation, fubjecft 
44 to no controuls, nor allowing any appeal from 
44 them. Yet, I am fare, your excellency will not 
41 look upon them as generally deprav'd; too 

44 many of them are much to blame in thofe things 

44 
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«* you have mentioned, and many unfit things have 1651. 
“ pafs’d among them ; but I hope well of the tna- L/V'U 
“ jor part of them, when great matters come to a 
“ decifion.” 

The lord-general reply’d, “ There is little hopes 
“ of a good fettlement to be made by them, really 
“ there is not*, but a great deal of fear, that they 
“ will deftroy again what the Lord hath done gra- 
“ cioufly for them and us : We all forget God, 

“ and God will forget us, and give us up to con- 
“ fufion, and thefe men will help it on, if they be 
** fuffered to proceed in their ways: Some courfe 
M muft be thought on to curb and reftrain them, 

** or we fliall be ruined by them.” Upon this 
Wbitelock faid, ** We ourfelves have acknowledged 
“ them the fupreme power, and taken our com- 
“ millions and authority in the higheft concern- 
“ ments from them ; and how to reftrain and curb 
“ them after this, it will be hard to find out a way 
“ for it.” - 

The general then put this fhort queftion to Wbite- 
lock, What if a man Jhould take upon him to be kitig ? 
Whitelock faid. He thought that remedy would be 
worfe than the difeafe : And the general alking him. 

Why be thought fo, he proceeded, “As to your 
“ own perfon, the title of king would be of noad- 
“ vantage, becaufe you have the full kingly power 
“ in you already, concerning the militia , as you 
“ are general : As to the nomination of civil offi- 
“ cers, thofe whom you think fitteft are feldom 
“ refus’d j and altho* you have no negative vote 
“ in the paifihg of laws, yet what you diflike will 
“ not eafily be carried ; and the taxes are already 
“ fettled, and in your power to difpofe the money 
“ raifed. And as to foreign affairs, tho’ the cere- 
“ monial application be made to the parliament, 

“ yet the expectation of good or bad fuccefs in it, 

“ is from your excellency •, and particular follici- 
“ tations of foreign minifters are made to you 

“ only. 
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165a. “ only. ' $0 that I apprehend indeed lefs envy and 
'yVV “ danger, and pomp, but not lefs power and iseai 
“ opportunities of doing good in yoyjr feeing ge- 
“ neral, than would be if you had affumecj the title 
“ of king.” 

The lord-general proceeded to argue, That who- 
ever was actually king by eleSion, the 48s done by 
him were as lawful and juftifiaMe , as if done by a 
king, who bad the crown by inheritance j and that by 
an 48 of parliament in king Henry the feventh's reign , 
it was fafer for the people to a8 under a king » lot bis ti- 
tle be what it will, than under any other power. White- 
lock agreed to the legality, but much doubted the 
expediency of it j and being sfked, What danger 
be apprehended in. taking this title, he anfwer*d, 
“ The danger I think would fee this : Qne of the 
“ main points of controverfy fegtwixt us and our 
** adverfaries, is. Whether the government of this 
“ nation fhall be eftablifhed in monarchy, or in a free 
** ftate or commonwealth ? And moft of oyr friends 
“ have engaged with us, upon the hopes of having 
** the government fettled in a free ftate, and to effect 
“ that, have undergone all their hazards and dif- 
** faculties $ they being perfuaded (tho* I think 
“ much miftaken) that yader.the government of a 
** commonwealth, they fhall enjoy more liberty 
“ and right, both as tp tbeir fpiritual and civil 
concernments, than they fhall under monarchy, 
“ the preffures anddiflike whereof are ffe frefh in 
“ their memories and fufferings. Now if your ex- 
“ cellency fhall take upon you die title of king, 
“ this ftate of your caufe will be thereby wholly de- 
“ termined, and monarchy eftablifb’d in your per- 
“ Ion ; and the queftion will be no more, whether 
“ our government fhall be by a monarch or by a 
free fiate, but, whether Cromwell or Stuart fhall 
< .. t- “ be our king and monarch. And that queftion, 
i*'** wherein before fo great parties of the nation were 
engag’d, and which was univerfal, will by this 
* ' ** means 
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«« means become in effe£t a private controverfy 165*. 
“ only; before it was national, what kind of go- V^Y'V. 
** vemment we Ihould have j now it will become 
“ particular, who lhall be pur governor, whether 

of the family of the Stuarts , or of the family of 
“ the Cromwells. Thus the ftate of our contro- 
“ verfy being totally changed,’ all thole who were 
“ for a commonweakh (and they are a very great 

* * and conliderable party ) having their hopes there* 

“ in fruftrated, will defert you, your hands will 
“ be weakened, your intereft ftreightened, and 
“ your caufe in apparent danger to be ruin’d.” 

The general here acknowledg’d that Whitelock 
fpoke reafon, and alk’d him, What other thing bi 
could propound, that might obviate the prefent danger^ 
and difficulties , wherein they were all involv’d. Whited 
lotk confefs’d, it would be the greateft difficulty re 
find out fuch an expedient, but faid he had had 
fome things in his private thoughts upon this mat- 
ter, which he fear’d were not fit, or fafe for him, 
to communicate : But upon the general’s preffing 
him to dilclofe them, and promifing there Ihould 
no prejudice come to him by any private difcourfe 
betwixt them, and alluring him, he Ihould never 
betray his friend, and that he Ihould take kindly 

• whatever he Ihould offer Whitelock began thus : 

“ Give me leave then firft to confider your excel- 
“ lency’s condition. You are invironed with fe- 
“ cret enemies : Upon your fubduing of the pub- 
‘‘ lick enemy, the officers of your army account 
“ themfelves all vidtors, and to have had an equal 
“ lhare in the conqueft with you. The fuccels 
“ which God hath given us, hath not a little ela- 
“ ted their minds, and many of them are bufy, 

“ and of turbulent fpirits, and are not without 
• ‘ their deligns how they may difmount your ex- 
ft cellency, and fome of themfelves get up into the 
“ faddle how they may bring you down, and fct . 

“ up themfelves; They want not counfel and en- 

“ couragement 
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1652. <c couragement herein, it may be, from fome mem- 
^Y>J “ bers of the parliament, who may be jealous 
“ of your pdwer and greatnefs, left you fhould 
“ grow too high for them, and in time over-mafter 
“ them, and they will plot to bring you down firft, 

“ or to clip yodr wings." 

-The general upon this thanked fVhitelock for fo 
fully confidering his condition : It is, faid he, a 
tefiimony of your love to me and care of me, and you 
have rightly confidered it ; and I may fay without va- 
nity, that in my condition yours is involved and all out 
friends, and thofe that plot my ruin will hardly bear 
your continuance in any condition worthy of you. Be- 
fides this, the caufe itfelf may poffibly receive fome dif 
advantage, by the ftrugglings and contentions among 
eurfelves. But what. Sir, are your thoughts for pre* 
vention of thofe mifehiefs that hang over our heads ? 

WHITE LOCK then proceeded: “ Pardon 
“ me, Sir, in the next place a little to conlider the 
** condition of the king of Scots. This prince be- 
“ ing now by your valour, and the fuccefs which 
“ God hath given to the parliament, and to the 
“ army under your command, reduced to a very 
“ . low condition, both he, and all about him, tan- 
“ not but be very inclinable to hearken to any 
“ terms, whereby their loft hopes may be reviv’d 
“ of his being reftor’d to the crown, and they to 
“ their fortunes and native country. By a private . 

“ treaty with him you may fecure yourfelf, and 
“ 3four friends, and their fortunes; you may make 
“^'yourfelf and your pofterity as great and perma- 
** nent, to all human probability, as ever any fub- 
*• je<ft was, and provide for your friends: Youmay 
put fuch limits to monarchical power, as will 
** fecure our fpiritual and civil liberties, and you 
** may fecure the caufe in which we are all engaged; . :• 

- and this may be effectually done, by having the __ 1 l 
power of the militia continued in yourfelf, and 
/; **■ whop you fhall agree upon after you. ’ I pro- • ‘ ' 

f.‘ ‘‘pound 
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pound therefore for your excellency to fend to 165*. 
** the king of Scots, and to have a private treaty 
“ with him for this purpofe.” 

Thje general hereupon told him, he thought he 
had much reafon for what he propounded : But, 
laid he, it is a matter of fo high importance and diffi- 
culty, that it defenses more time of confideration and de- 
bate, than is at prefent allow'd us : We fhall there- 
fore take a farther time to difcourfe of it. And with 
that he brake off, and went away with fome dif- 
pleafure in his countenance. His carriage alfo to- 
wards Wbitelock was from that' time alter’d, and 
his advifing with him not fo frequent and intimate 
as formerly ; and not long' after, he found an occa- , 
lion, by an honourable employment, to fend him 
out of the way, that he might be no hindrance to 
him in the defigns he was then carrying on. For 
’tis pretty manifeft, that he had it now in his thoughts ' . 

to let up himfelf, and bring the crown upon his 
own head : To which purpofe Harry Nevill 
who was then one of the council of ftate, us’d 
to tell it as a ftory of his own knowledge, 

“ That Cromwell upon this great- occafion fent for Harry Nt- 
“ fome of the chief city divines, as if he made it vU/'sAory 
“ a matter of confidence to be determin’d by their f onc * rn ' 

“ advice. Among thefe was the leading Mr. Ca- in *“ 

lamy, who very boldly oppofed the project of 
“ Cromwell's (ingle government, and offer’d to 
“ prove it both unlawful and impracticable. Crom- 
“ well anfwer’d readily upon the firft head of un- 
“ lawful, and appeal’d to the fafety of the nation 
“ being the fupreme law : But, fays he, pray Mr. 

“ Calamy , why impracticable? Calamy reply’d, 

V Oh, 'tis againft the voice of the' nation, there will 
“ be nine in ten againft you . Very well, lays 
“ Cromwell, but what if I fhould difarm the nine, 

“ and put the fword in the tenth , marts hand, would 
“ not that do the buftnefs ?" 

* Genera^ 
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1652. General Cromwell and his officers, in order 
L/vpj to bring about their defigns, were now daily cora- 
ls officers plaining of the grievances from the long parliament, 
complain And feem'd very zealous upon the common pro- 
of the long tences of right and juftice, and publick liberty, 
to put a period to their feflion : “ Which if they 
“ would not (hortly do themfelves, the army and 
M people muft do it for them.” They particularly 
Complain’d, “ That the parliament order’d all 
“ things at will, and diftributed all valuable em- 
“ ployments among themfelves j that they were fo 
** many kings, and for one fovereign, the nation 
“ had many who car'd lefs for the laws than he 
“ they had deftroyed •, that they embru’d the king- 
' ** dom in blood, upon pretence of punilhing the 

** adverfaries of the government, but in reality to 
“ gratify their own private , revenge ; that they 
** had ftudy’d to perpetuate themfelves in an em- 
“ ployment which ought to be temporary, fo that 
“ all the good fubjeCls of the commonwealth might 
u fhare in it ; that the parliament ought to be dif- 
“ folved, and a new reprefentative chofen by the 
“ univerfal confent of the people, according to the 
“ fcheme laid when monarchy was abolifh’d to let 
" upacommonwealth.” And thatnoobftacle might 
be in the way of the defigned future government, 
means were found to fet the young duke of Glou- 
cefier at liberty, and fend him out of the nation. 
He writes ’Twas about this time that Cromwell fent a let- 

to the ter w the Cardinal de Retz in France ; which the 
deRetz. Cardinal thus relates in his Memoirs .* “ ’Tis 
remarkable that the feme night, as I was going 
“ home (viz. after he had been to carry fome mo- 
“ ney he had borrow'd for king Charles , who was 
** now at Paris) I met one Ttrdey, an Engliflman, 
“ whom I had formerly known at Rome, who told 
“ me' xkaxVere, a great parliamentarian and a fa- 
“ vourite of Cromwell, was arriv’d at Paris, and 
“ had orders to fee me. I was a little perplex’d ) 
. * however. 
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“ however, I thought it would be improper to 1652. 
“ refufe him an interview. He gave me a letter %/w 
** from Cromwell in the nature of credentials, im- 
“ porting, that the fentiments I had difcover’d in 
“ the defence of publick liberty, added to my re- 
“ putation, had induc’d him to enter into the 
“ ftri&eft friendfhip with me. It was a moft civil 
** complaifant letter, and I anfwer’d it with a great 
“ deal of refpeft ; but in fuch a manner as became 
“ a true Catholick and an honeft Frenchman” 


On the 1 8th of February , there happen'd ano- Another] 
ther dreadful fight, between th t Englijh fleet com- |’ ea * fi g ht 
manded by Blake , Dean, and Monk, and the Dutch the£»^- 
under Van Frump. This fight lafted three days njh and 
with wonderful bravery, and terrible (laughter on Dutch. 
bothfides, tho’the Englijh prevail'd ; for the Dutch 
loft eleven men of war, and thirty merchant-lhips ; 
above two thoufand of their men being kill’d, and 
fifteen hundred taken prifoners : But the Englijh 
loft but one (hip, the Southampton, which was funk; 
tho' their (lain were not many lefs than thofe of 
the enemy. . 

This great lols, fo fenfibly affedted the ftates of Th tDutch 
Holland and IVeJl- Friezeland, that they difpatch’d < * efire 
letters to the Englijh parliament, to endeavour af- peace ‘ 
ter fome means for putting an end to this cruel war. 

This negociation had no effedt, tho’ it was parti- 
cularly promoted by general Cromwell himfelf, who 
was very defirous to have a peace concluded. The 
ftates had offer’d to acknowledge the Englijh fove- 
reignty of the Britijh feas, and to pay three hundred 
thoufand pounds to the Englijh commonwealth ; but 
finding this was not likely to fucceed, they apply’d 
themfelves (as we are' told} more dire&ly to general 
Crotpwell, promifing him vaft fums, if he would 
venture to depofe and diflolve the parliament. 

Howe ve r this was, the general and his officers 1653. 
ftill continued their complaints againft the parlia- 
ment ; and petitions, addreffes, and remonftrances 
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upon. 


•were daily prefented from the army, For the 
payment of their arrears, the putting an end to 
this parliament, and fummoning a more equal 
“ reprefentarive ; which they told them would be 
“ die mod popular aftion they could perform.” 
Some of the officers were indeed very much con- 
cern’d at thefe proceedings, and openly protefted 
againft them. Major Streater was fo bold as to 
declare, “ That the general intended to let up 
“ himjelf, and that it was a betraying of their moft 
“ glorious caufe, for which fo much blood had 
** been foilt.” But Harri/on , who was one of the 
leaders of that party, now known by the name of 
Fifth monarchy men, told him. He was afford, the 
general did not feek himfelf 1;.* it, but did it to make 
way for the rule of Jefus, that he might have the feep- 
ter. To whom the major thus reply’d, 'That unlefs 
Jefus came very fuddenly , he •hoould come too late. 

Ti# e parliament being very fenfible of thefe pro- 
ceedings, a great debate arofe thereupon in the 
houfe**, where feveral of the members, out of ju- 
ftice, reafbn, or a forefeen neceffity, appear’d to be 
for a diffolution, and a new reprefentative to be 
cholen *, but in the end it was declar’d, that the 
diffolution of the parliament was too high a matter 
for any private perfons to meddle with *, and to 
give a timely check to any farther prefumption of 
that nature, a committee was appointed to pre- 
pare an aft of parliament with all poffible expedi- 
tion, “ For filling up of their houfe, and for fet- 
“ tling their qualifications ; and to declare it high- 
“ treafon for any man to propofe or contrive the 
“ changing of the prefent government.” 

General Cromwell perceiving how unwilling 
they were to part with their power and authority, 
which they had fo long enjoy’d, on the 19th of A- 
pril , held a confutation with the chief of his friends 
m the parliament and army, at his lodgings in 
Whitehall, to confider of fome expedient for the 
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prefent carrying on of the government of the com- 
monwealth, and putting a period to the parliament. 
Some few, particularly Sir ‘Thomas Widdrington and 
commiffioner Whitelock , declar’d what a dangerous 
thing it was to diffolve the parliament, and how 
difficult it would be to ereft any other form of go- 
vernment : But the general, and moft of his offi- 
cers, with feveral members of the houfe, deliver’d 
their opinion,. That it was necejfary to take fome new 
meafures , and that it was not fit the prefent ajfem- 
Uy of parliament Jhould be permitted to prolong their 
own power. The conference lafted till late at night, 
when, without coming to any conclufion, the meet- 
ing was adjourn’d to the next morning. Moft of 
them being then again met, the point in debate was, 
** Whether forty perfons, or about that number, 
“ of parliament-men and officers of the army, 
** fhould be' nominated by the parliament, and im- 
“ power’d for managing the affairs of the common- 
“ wealth, till a new parliament ffiould meet, and 
“ fo the prefent parliament be forthwith diffolv’d.” 
The lord-general being inform’d, during this de- 
bate, that the parliament was fitting, and that it 
was hoped they would put a period to themfelves, 
which would be the moft honourable diffolution 
for them ; he thereupon broke off the meeting, 
and the members of parliament that were with him, 
left him at his lodgings, and went to the houfe ; 
where, contrary, to their expectation, inftead of 
coming to any. refolutions of immediately diffolv- 
ing themfelves, they found them in debate of an 
aft, by which the prefent parliament was to be 
continued above a year and a half longer, and 
then to be diflolv’d. 

Colonel Ingoldsby came back to the general, 
and, inform’d him what the houfe was upon : At 
which the general, who expefted they fhould have 
meddled with no Other bufinefs, but putting an 
immediate period to their own fitting without any 
Q^3 more 
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1653. more delay, was fo enrag’d, that he immediately 
commanded Tome of the officers to fetch a party 
of foldiers (to the number of three hundred) 
with which marching directly to Weftminfter , he 
placed fome of them at the door, fome in die Lob- 
by, and others on the flairs. Himfelf going into 
the houfe, firft addrefs'd himfelf to his friend St. 
John, and told him, That be then came to do that 
which griev’d him to the very foul , and what he had 
earnejily with tears fray’d to God againft Nay, 
that he had rather be torn iff pieces than do it : But 
that there was a necejfity laid upon him therein , in 
order to the glory of God, and the good of the nation. 
Then he lat down and heard the debates for fome 
time on the foremention’d a< 5 t ; after which, calling 
to major-general Harrifon x who was on the other 
fide of the houfe, to come to him, he told him. 
That he judg’d the parliament ripe far a dijfolution , 
and this to be the time of doing it, Harrifon anfwer’d. 
Sir, the work is very great and dangerous, therefore 
1 defire you ferioufly to conftder of it, before you en- 
gage in it. Tou fay well, reply’d the general ; and 
thereupon fat ftill for about a quarter of an hour ; 
and then the queftion for palling the laid a£fc being 
put, he faid again to Harrifon , This is the time, 1 
tnujl do it. And fo Handing up on a fudden, he 
bad the fpeaker leave the chair, and told the houfe. 
That they had fat long enough , urdefs they bad done 
more good ; that fome of them were wbore-maftersi 
' (looking then towards Harry Martin and Sir Peter 
Wentworth ;) that others of them were drunkards, 
and fome corrupt and unjuft men , and fcandalous to 
the profeffton of the gofpel ; and that it was not fit 
they fhould fit as a parliament any longer, and there- 
fore he mufi defire them to go away. He charg'd 
them with not having a heart to do any thing for the 
publick good, and efpoufing the interefi of Presbytery 
and the lawyers, who were the fupporters of tyranny 
and opprejfion j and accufed them of an intention to 

perpetuate 
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perpetuate tbemfelves in power. When fome of the' 1653. 
members began to fpeak, he ftepped into the midft y/w 
of the houfe, andfaid, Come, com , I will put an 
end to your prating : Then walking up and down 
the houfe, he cry’d out, You are no parliament , I 
fay you are no parliament s and (lamping with his 
feet, he bad them /or Jharne begone , and give place 
to bonefter men. Upon this fignal the foldiers en-* 
tcr’d the houfe, and he bad one of them, Take 
away that bauble, meaning the mace ; and Harrifon 
taking the fpeaker by the arm, he came down. 

Then (as Ludlow informs us) the general addrefling 
himfelf again to the members, who were about a 
hundred, faid, *Tis you that have forced me to this , 
for 1 have fought the Lord night and day , tha( be 
would rather flay me, than put me upon the doing 
of this work. And then feizing on all their papers, 
he order’d the foldiers to fee the houfe clear’d 
©f all members ; and having caus’d the doors to be 
lock’d up, went away to Whitehall. “ Thus, as 
“ Whitelack obferves, it pleafed God, that this af- 
“ fcrably, famous throughout the world for its un- 
“ dertakings, a&ions and fuccefies, having fubdu’d 
** all their enemies, were themfelves overthrown 
and ruin’d by their fervants j and thofe whom 
they had railed, now pull’d down their matters i 
“ An example never to be forgotten, and fcarce 
“ to be parallel’d in any ftory ! By which all per- . 

♦* Ions may be inftrufted, how uncertain and fub- 
, *• je6t to change all worldly affairs are ; how apt 
to fell when we think them highefl.” 

The general being return’d to Whitehall, found 
the officers who were there aflembled, in debate 
concerning this weighty affair, and told them. He 
bod done it, and they needed not to trouble themfelves 
any farther about it. Some of thofe officers, who 
diflik’d what the general had done, particularly 
colonel Obey, repair’d to him to defire fatisfaflion 
in that proceeding, apprehending the way they 
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1653. were now in, tended to ruin and deftruftion. To 
thefe he made large pretenfions to honefty and con- 
cern for the publick weal, profelfing himfelf re- 
folv’d to do much more good, and with more ex- 
•pedition than could be expected from the parlia- 
ment. This put moft of them to-filence, and made 
them willing to wait for a farther difcovery of his- 
defigo, before they proceeded fo far as to break 
with him. 

> Having thus diflolv’dthe parliament, general 
Cromwell went the fame day in the afternoon to the 
council of ftate, attended by the major-generals 
Lambert and Harrifon ; and as he enter’d, fpoke 
thus to them. Gentlemen , if you are met here as pri- 
vate perfons , you Jhall not be difturbed ; but if as 
a council of ftate , this is no place for you : And Jince 
you cannot but know what was done at the houfe in the 
morning, fo take notice that the parliament is diffolifd. 
Seije'ant Bradfhaw boldly anfwer’d ; Sir, we have 
heard what you did. at the houfe in the morning , and 
before many hours all England will bear it : But , 
Sir , you are miftaken, to think that the parliament is 
diffolv'd ; for no power under heaven can diffolve 
them but tbemfelves : Therefore take you notice of that. 
Some others alfo fpoke to the fame purpofe : But 
the council finding themfelves to be under the fame 
force, they all quietly departed, 
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Part III. 

Containing his aElions in the Protecto- 
rate ; from the diffolution of the Long 
Parliament, to bis Death. 


Chap. I. 

From the diffolution of the long parliament , to 
the meeting of Cromwell’* firjl parliament. 

T HE formidable body at Weftminfter be- 1 653. 
ing thus forcibly diffolved, the lord- 
general and his party were very bui'y in 
confulting how to manage the govern- fults hovr 
mtnt, which by , this means was fallen into their to carry 
hands. This lingle aclion made Cromwell matter on the 8°“ 
of three kingdoms ; for tho* he did not take upon vernment * 
himfelf the title of Protestor , till feveral months 
after^ yet his power was in effeft the lame, from 
the very moment that he fucceeded in this bold un- 
dertaking: Soon after which, hfe fent for major Sal- 
loway and Mr. John Qarew , and complain’d to them 
pf the great weight of affairs that h this means was 

fallen 
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falkn upon him ; affirming* that the thought s of the 
conjequence thereof made him to tremble ; aud there- 
fore defied them to free him from the temptations that 
might be laid before him , and to that end to go imme- 
diately to the chief jujiice St. John, and Mr. Selden, 
and fame others, and. endeavour to purfuade them' to 
draw up fome inftrument of government, that might 
put the power out of his hands. To this major Sal- 
loway anfwer*d, The way. Sir, to free you from tins 
temptation, is for you not to look upon "jour f elf to be 
under it, but to reft perfuaded, that the power of this 
nation is in the good people of England, as formerly 
it was. This anfwer was thought to be not very 
agreeable to the general, who now appointed a 
meeting of the chief officers of the army to be at 
Whitehall, in order to deliberate what was proper 
to be done in this exigency ; and with their advice, 
he, in the firft place, publilh’d a declaration of the 
grounds and reafons for their dilTolving the late 
parliament ; which was to the following effeft : 

“ That, after God was pleafed marvelloufly to 
“ appear for his people, in reducing of Ireland 
“ and Scotland to fo great a degree of peace, and 
“ England to perfett quiet ; whereby the parlia- 
“ ment had opportunity to give the people the _ 
“ harveft of all their labour, blood, and treafure, 
“ and to fettle a due liberty in reference to civil 
“ and fpiritual things ; whereuntp they were o- 
“ bilg’d by their duty, engagement?, and thole 
“ great and wonderful things God hath wrought 
“ forthem ; they notwithftanding made lb little pro- 
“ grefs therein, that it was matter of much grief 
“ to the good people of the land ; who thereupon 
“ apply’d themfetves to the army, expe&ing re- 
“ drefs by their means; who (tho* unwilling to 
“ meddle with the civil authority) agreed that 
“ fuch officers, as were members of parliament, 
“ Ihould move them to proceed vigoroully in re- 
“ forming what was amilV in the commonwealth* 

** ^4 
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** and in fettling it upon a foundation of juftice 
“ and righteoufnefs •> which being done, it was 
** hop’d the parliament would have anfwer’d their 
** expectations. But finding the contrary, they 
“ renewed their defires by an humble petition in 
“ Augujl, 1 653, which produc’d no confiderable 
“ effect, nor was any fuch progrefs made therein, 
“ as might imply their real intentions to accom- 
“ plilh what was petition’d for *, but rather an 
“ averfenefs to the things themfelves, with much 
“ bittemefs and oppofition to the people of God, 
“ and his Spirit afting in them j infomuch that the 
“ godly party in parliament were render’d of no 
“ farther ufe than to countenance the ends of a 
“ corrupt party, for effe&ing their defigns of per- 
“ petuating themfelves in the fupreme government. 
“ For obviating thefe evils, the officers of the ar- 
“ my obtain’d fcveral meetings with fome of the 
“ parliament, to confider what remedy might be 
*♦ apply’d to prevent the fame : But fuch endea- 
“ vours proving ineffectual, it became evident, 
“ that this parliament, through the corruption of 
“ fome, the jealoufy of others, and the non-attend- 
“ ance of many, would never anfwer thole ends, 
** which God, bis people, and the whole nation 
“ expeCted from them *, but that this caufe, which 
“ God had fo greatly blefs’d, muft needs languilh 
*■* under their hands, and by degrees be loft ; and 
** the lives', liberties, and comforts of his people 
“ be deliver’d into their enemies hands. All which 
“ being ladly and ferioudy confider’d by the honeft 
people of the 1 nation, as well as by the army, it 
“ leem’d a duty incumbent upon us, who had feen 
“ fo much of the power and prefence of God, to 
“ confider of fome effectual means, whereby toefta- 
“ blifh righteoufnefs and peace in thefe nations. 
“ And after much debate, it was judg’d neceflary, 
4 ‘ that the fupreme government lhould be by the 
parliament devolv’d upon known perfons fearing 

God, 
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1655. “ God, and of approv’d integrity, for a time, as 
“ the mod hopeful way to countenance all God's 
“ people, reform the law, and adminifter juftice 
“ impartially ; hoping thereby the people might 
“ forget monarchy, and underftand their true.in- 
“ tereft in the election of fucceffive parliaments % 
“ that fo the government might be fettled' upon a 
“ right bafts, without hazard to this glorious caufe, 
“ or . neceffitating to keep up armies for the de- 
*f fence of the fame. And being (fill refolv'd to- 
“ ufe all means poffible to avoid extraordinary 
“ courfes, we prevail'd with about twenty members 
“ of parliament to give Us a conference with 
** whom we plainly debated the neceflity and ju- 
“ ftice of our propofals -j, the which found no ac- 
“ ceptance, but inftead thereof, it was offer’d, 
**. That the way was, to continue ftill this parlia- 
*-h ment, as being that from which we might pro* 
V bably expeft all good things. This being vehe- 
** mently infilled on did much confirm us in our 
“ apprehenfions r that not any love to a reprefen- 1 
“ tative, but the making ufe thereof to recruit, and 
“ fo to perpetuate themfelves, was their aim in the 
“ aft they had then under confederation. For pre- 
“ venting the confummating whereof, and all the 
“ fad and evil confequences, which, upon the 
** grounds aforefajd, muft have enfu'd, and where- 
“ by at one blow the intereft of all honeft men, 
“ and of this glorious caufe, had been endanger’d 
“ to be laid in the dyft, and thefe nations em- 
“ broil’d in new troubles, at a time when our ene- 
“ mies abroad were watching all advantages a- 
“ gainft, and fome of them aftually engag’d in war 
“ with us } we have been ncceflitated (tho’ with 
“ much reluftancy) tq put an end to this parlia- 
“ ment.” Then they promis’d, to put the go- 
vernment into the hands of perfons of approifd fi- 
delity and honefty ; and at laft declar’d, “ That all 
“ magiftrates and officers whatfoever fhall proceed 
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M in their refpeCtive places and offices, and obe- 1653. 
«* dience (hall be paid to them as fully, as when 
“ the parliament was fitting.” 

This declaration was fubferib’d by the lord- 
general, and his council of officers, Whitehall 
April 2 2d, 1653. Which council of officers and 
feme others, were foon after form’d into a council 
of ftate, which was compos’d of die thirty perfons 
following*, Cromwell, Fleetwood, Lambert , Lijle , 

Harrifon , De/borough, Pickering , Wollejly , Afhley- 
Cooper , /ftp*, Hew f on, Norton, Montague , Bennet, 

Stapely, Sydenham , 'Tomlin/on, Jones, Ttcbburn, 
Strickland, Carew, Howard, Broughton, Lawrence , 

Holifter , Courtney, Majors St. Nicholas, Moyer, 
and Williams. 

The diflblution of the parliament was very The enter- 
grateful and acceptable to a great many people i 
and this declaration, being fent out into all the 
dominions of the commonwealth, was anfwedd 
by many congratulations and addrefies from the 
fleet, and army, and people, promifing to ftand 
by the general and his council of officers, and ac- 
knowledging the juftice of the late ad: ion. (And 
this, by the way, gave rife to the pradice of ad- 
dreffing, which beginning firft under Oliver and 
his fon Richard, has been fo common in all the 
reigns fioce.) The faid declaration was on the 
30th day of April feconded by this enfuing, which 
met with equal fubmiffion and obedience. 

“ Whereas the parliament being diflolv’d, 

“ perfons of approv'd fidelity and bonefty are (ac- ri * 
“ cording to the late declaration of the 2 2d of 
“ April laft) to be called from the feveral parts 
“ of this commonwealth to the fupreme autho- 
“ rity i and although effectual proceedings are, 

“ and have been had, for perfecting thofe refolu- 
“ tions ; yet fome convenient time being requir’d 
“ for the aflembling of thofe perfons, it hath 
“ been found neceflary, for preventing the mif- 

“ chiefs 
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1653. “ chiefs and inconveniencies which may arife in 
“ the mean while to the publick affairs, that a 
“ council of fate be conftituted, to take care of, 
“ and intend the peace, fafety, and prefenc ma- 
** nagement of the affairs of this commonwealth ; 
“ which being fettled accordingly, the fame is 
“ hereby declar’d and publifhed, to the end all 
** perfons may take notice thereof, and in their 
“ feveral places and ftadons, demean themfelves 
“ peaceably, giving obedience to the laws of the, 
“ nation as heretofore *, in the exercife and admi- 
** niftration whereof, as endeavours fhall be ufed 
** that no opprefflon or wrong be done to the 
** people, fo a ftriCt account will be required of 
“ all fuch as fhall do any thing to endanger the 
“ publick peace and quiet, upon any pretence 
“ Whatfoever.” Subfcribed O. Cromwell. 

The lord-general Cromwell having now in ef- 
fect the fupreme power in his hands, the firft re- 
markable paffage, that befel him, was at fea. The 
Dutch had form’d mighty expectations from the 
late revolutions in England , believing the Eng- 
KJb would by this means be brought to fall to- 
gether by the ears, and fo their work would be 
very eafy with them. With thefe hopes, not- 
withftanding their lace pretences to peace, they 
with all imaginable diligence, fet out a greater 
fleet to fea, than they had done before s and Van 
Trump boafted he would fire the Englijh fhips in 
their harbours, and the Downs, before the Eng- 
lijh fleet could get out. But the new government, 
well knowing what credit was to be given to the 
Dutch proteftations, of their fincere love and af- 
fection to the Englifh nation. See. were not behind- 
hand with them, but did every thing that might 
advance the maritime preparations ; fo that in 
May they lent out another gallant fleet confuting 
of a hundred fhips of all forts, under the com- 
mand of Monk and Dean as admirals. Pen as vice- 

, admiral. 
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admiral, and Lawfon as rear-admiral. ,Qn the 1653. 
fccond of June, early in the morning, they en- 
gag’d the Dutch fleet under Van Trump , De Ruy- 0 v er 0 the 
ter, De Wit, and the two Evertjons, confifting Dutch at 
of a hundred and four men of war, twelve galliots, fea * 
and nine firelhips. This fight happen’d not far 
from the coaft of Flanders , the beginning of 
which was fo fatal, that at the firft broad-fide of 
the enemy, admiral Dean was (hot off almoft in 
the middle by a cannon ball. The fight continu’d 
till three in the afternoon, when the wind coming 
up contrary to the Englijh , the Dutch fled, and 
were purfil’d by the lighted; of the Englijh frigates. 

The next morning, the two fleets found them- 
ielves again near each other, butthe wind was lb . 
flack that Monk could not come to engage the 
enemy till about noon ; and then the battle'began 
again, and continu’d very hot on "both Tides, till 
ten at night. The Englijh fleet charg’d the Dutch 
with fo much bravery and refolution, that they 
put them into very great diforder ; fo that tho* 

Van Trump fired on them to rally them, .he could 
not procure above twenty lhips of his whole fleet 
to Hand by him, the reft making all the fail they 
could away to the eaftward : And the wind blow- v 
ing a frelh gale from the wcftward, the Englijh 
purfu’d them with fuch fuccefs, that they funk fix of 
their beft lhips, blew up two others, and took 
eleven with thirteen hundred and fifty prifoners, 
among whom were fix of their principal captains. 

Towards the end of this battle, admiral 'Blake 
came in with eighteen frelh lhips ; and had not 
the Dutch Ihelter’d themfelves between Dunkirk 
and Calais, where ’twas not fafe for the Englijh to 
expofe their great lhips, by reafon of the fands, 
moft of their fleet had in all probability been taken 
or deftroy’d. The lofs of the Englijh was greateft 
in their admiral Dean : Befides him there was but 
one captain, and about a hundred and fifty com- 
mon 
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165$. mon feamen kill’d : More were wounded* but 
W'YTNJ they loft not one (hip. Having put their prisoners 
on fhoar, and left fome of their (hips to be refit- 
ted, they returned to the coaft of Holland , where 
for fome time they block’d up the Dutch in their 
own harbours, and ply’d to and again betwixt the 
Texet and the Uly, to hinder (hips coming out 
from thence to join with that part of the Dutch 
fleet which was got into the Wielings , and to flop 
up their trade and fifhing. 

General At home, general Cromwell and His council 
Cromwell of officers were in the mean time very bufy in pre- 
pre pares paring for a new kind of parliament. Major-ge- 
neral Lambert mov’d, .that a few perfons, not 
exceeding ten or twelve, might be intrufted with 
the fupreme authority y Major-general Harrifon 
was for a greater number, and inclin’d moft to 
that of 70, as being the number of the Jewifh San- 
hedrim. But after fome debate, it was refolved 
by the general and his council to fummon feledfc 
perfons, to be nominated by themfelves, out of 
every county ; who fhould be a reprefentatiye of 
the whole nation : And the feveral perfons having 
been agreed upon, letters from the general were 
thus direfted to each of them. 

“ Forasmuch as upon the diffolution of the 
“ late parliament, it became neceffary that the 
“ peace, fafety, and good government of this 
“ commonwealth fhould be provided for ; and 
“ in order thereunto, divers perfons fearing God, 
“ add of approv’d fidelity and honefty, are by 
“ myfelf, with the advice of my council of offi- 
** cers, nominated, to whom- the great charge and 
“ truft of fo weighty affairs is to be committed ; 
** and having good affurance of your love to, and 
“ courage for God, and the intereft of this cauie, 
“ and of the good people of this commonwealth : 
“ I Oliver Cromwell ,• captain-general and com- 
“ mander in chief of all the armies and forces 

“ raifcd 
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Oliver Cromwell. 

** raifed and to be raifed within this common- 
“ wealth, do hereby fummon and require you, 
“ being one of the perfons nominated, perfonally 
to appear at the council-chamber at Whitehall 
“ within the city of JVejiminfter, upon the fourth 
day of July, next enfuing the date hereof, then 
“ and there to take upon you the faid truft, unto 
“ which you are hereby call’d, and appointed to 
“ ferve as a member of the county o h * - And 

“ hereof you are not to fail. Given under my 
** hand this eighth day of June, 1653. O. Crom- 
“ well." 

Before the meeting of this convention, feveral 
other a£ts of authority were perform'd by the 
general. On the 14th of June , he and the coun- 
cil of ftate put forth a declaration, “ To invite 
“ all the good people in thefe nations to thank- 
“ fulnefs, and holy rejoicing in the Lord, for 
“ the late great vi&ory at fea againft the Dutch** 
And he appointed a day for the meeting of hini- 
felf and his council of officers for that purpofe. 
Many people were the more pleas’d with this, 
becaufe it was not a command impofed on them, 
but only an invitation to keep a day of publick 
thankfgiving. On the 2 2d, that there might be 
no interruption to the adminiftration of juftice, 
the general with the council of ftate nominated 
the judges for the fummer circuit. And a few days 
after, they pafled an order, forbidding all riotous 
affemblies in the great level of the fens, and the 
throwing down of fences and inclofures there. . 
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Chap. II. 

'Prom the meeting of his First Pa X- 
liament, to his being declared P x o- 
tectox by the Inftrument of Govern- 
ment. 

1653. ^ | 'H E feveral perfons fummoned by general 
JL Cromwell to take upon them the fupreme 
CrmwlCt authority, appeared on the appointed day, July 4. 
about eleven weeks after the diffolution of the kte 
parliament, in the council-chamber at Whitehall , 
to the number of about an hundred and twenty. 
Being fet round the table, the general, attended 
by many of his officers, {landing about the mid- 
Hu {jMech die of the table, made a fpeech to them, “ Of 
to them. «c ^ Q f God, and the honour due to his 
** name } remembering them of the wonderful 
mercies of God to this nation, and the con- 
u tinued feries of providence, by which he had 
“ appeared in carrying on his caufe, and bring- 
** ing affairs into that prefent glorious condition, 
** wherein they now were. Then he reminded 
“ them of the noble actions of the army in the fa- 
** mous battle of Worcejler , and of the applies* 
tions they had made to the parliament for a 
“ good fettlenient of all the affairs of the com- 
monwealth, the negleft whereof made it abfb- 
, , ** lutely neceffary to diffolve if. Hence he lhew*d 
“ them the caufe of their fummons, and allur'd 
M them by many arguments, fome of which were 
** taken from feripture, That they bad a clear call 
“ to take upon them the fupreme authority of the 
commonwealth. He faid, that he never look'd 
“ to fee fuch a day, when JeJiis Cbrijl fhould be 
“ fo owned, as this day was ; and that he had 
. ** not allow’d himfelf in the choice of one perfon, 
“ in whom he had not this good hope. That 

“ there 
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** there was faith in, Jefus Chrift, and love unto all 
“ bis faints and people." And concluded with a 
▼cry earneft defire, ** That gceat tendernels might 
“ be ufed towards all confcienrious perfons, of 
“ what judgment foever they appeared to be.” 

. His fpeech being ended, he deliver’d to them 
an inftrument engrofs’d in parchment under his 
hand and feal, whereby, with the advice of his 
cpuncil of officers, he did devolve and intruft the 
fiipreme authority and government of this com- 
monwealth into the hands of the perfons then 
met t and .declared, “ That they, or any forty of 
“ them, were to be held and acknowledg’d the 
**< fupreine authority of the nation, unto whom all 
** perfons within die lame were to yield obedience 
** and fubje&ion ; that they fhould not fit longer 
“ than the third of November , 1654, and three 
** months before their diflblution, fhould make 
“ choice of other perfons to fuceeed them who 
yrere not to fit longer than a year, and to pro- 
** vide for a like fucceffion in the government.” 

Then the general and his officers withdrew; 
and the perfons thus commiffion’d adjourn’d them- 
felves to the next day, to - meet in the parliament- 
houfe j where they kept a faft, and publifhed a 
declaration, Vo fir up the godly of the nation to 
feek God for a bleffing upon their proceedings. They 
chofe Mr. Roufe, an old gendeman of Devonfbire, 
and provoft of Eton college, whp had been a mem- 
ber of the long parliament, to be their fpeaker ; 
refolved, that general Cromwell and his chief offi- 
cers, Lambert , Harrifon , Desborough , and Thom- 
tinfon , fhould fit in the houfe as members ; and at 
once voted themfelves to be the parliament of the 
eosumonwealtb of England, and that all addrefles 
fhould be made to them under that title. Then 
they appointed feveral committees, 1. To confider 
matters touching the law. 2. Touching prif oners 
and prifons. 3. For inf pe 5 tiim into treafuries t and 
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1653. eafing publick charges. 4. For Ireland. 5. For 
v/V^ Scotland'. 6. For /iv 7.. For petitions . 

■ 8. To confiier what Jhall be offer* d about publick 
- debts , publick fraud and breaches of truft. 9. For 
regulating commijfions of the peace , and for making 
provifton for the poor. 10. For advance of trade. 
11. For advancement of learning. And they re- 
ferred it to a committee to coafider of the laws 
that hinder’d the progrefs of the gofpel, that they 
fwfsM might be repeal’d. The chief laws made by this 
by them, affembly were thefe : One for punifhing feditious 
fea-men : Another for marrying by juftices of the 
peace, and regiftring marriages, births and burials: 
A third concerning the plantation of Ireland , 
fettling the lands there upon the adventurers and 
foldiers : A fourth for payment of fome publick 
debts. 

Their cha- WHFtELOCK fays, It was much wonder’d by 

fome, that thefe gentlemen, many of whom were 
perfons of fortune and knowledge, would upon 
fuch a .fummons, and from fuch hands, take up- 
on them the fupreme authority of this nation. 
The lord Clarendon informs us, that there were 
amongft them divers of the quality and degree of 
gentlemen, who had eftates,cand fuch a proportion 
, of credit and reputation, as could confift with the 

guilt they had contracted : But he fays, that much 
the major part of them confifted of inferior per- 
fons, of no quality or name. Ludlow gives them 
this character : “ Many of the members of this 
“ aflembly had manifefted a good affeCtion to the 
“ publick caufe ; ( he means a commonwealth : ) 
“ But fome among them were brought in as fpies 
** and trepanners ; who, tho’ they had always 
“ been of the contrary party, made the higheft 
“ pretenfions to honefty, and the fervice of the 
“ nation. This affembly therefore being com- 
“ pos’d for the moft part of honeft and well- 
“ nicaning perfons, who having good intentions, 

“ were 
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*• were lefs apt to fufpett. the evil defigns of 1655. 
“ others, thought themfelyes in full pofleffion of 
“ the power and authority of the nation, 6ft.” 

And others fpeak thus of them : “ This very 
“ parliament, which had indeed procured very 
“ beneficial orders in matters of lefier moment, in 
“ the greater concernments had not fo good for- 
“ tune. There was fo much confufion in their 
“ counfels, fuch a contrariety in their opinions, 

** fuch a diffonancy in their a&ings, and difparity 
“ in their aims and projections, as that this fenate 
“ was more like a monfler with many heads, than 
“ a well-ordered grand affembly or fupreme coun-' 

“ cil.” One Praife-God Barebones y a Leather- 
feller in Fleet-Jlreet, was a very bufy man in this 
affembly j whence it had the name of BarebonSs 
parliament. It was alfo called by fome the Little 
parliament •, and from an order that none fhould 1 
be admitted into the fervice of the houfe, but fuch 
of whofe real godlinefs they were firft fatisfy’d, it 
was call’d the Godly parliament. 

Under this change of government, lieutenant- JobnLU- 
colonsl John Lilburn, whofe turbulent fpirit in the ban tried 
time of the late parliament had procur’d his ba- 
nifhment, now finding their power at an end, P 
came over into England , and very confidently ad- 
drefs’d himfelf to general Cromvqell for protection. 

But the general well knowing of what fpirit John 
was, committed him to Newgate , and left him to 
the law : Whereby he underwent a ftriCt trial, in 
which he difcover’d his parts and fubdety by the 
Variety of his pleas, and his invincible temper by . 
the boldnefs of his replies -, and by the favour of 
the jury was at laft acquitted. O/kw feem’d to 
be much offended with him, and very defirous tq 
have him punifhed \ yet privately paid him a 
penfion' equivalent to a lieutenant-colonel’s pay. 

This perfon was of fo undaunted and ungovernable 
a temper, as can fcarce be parallel’d in any nation, 
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He was whipp’d and pillory’d in the tiine df thfe 
late king, ana fuffer*d three years imprifonment, 
till the times turn’d ; when coming into plafy ag&ih, 
he became agrahd leveller, and violent oppofer of 
all that was uppermoft. He obtain’d the name of 
Free-born John , arid had fuch an inveterate ipirit 
of contradiction, that ’was commonly laid of Mm, 
That if the world was emptied of all but bimfelfy 
John would be agaiHjl Lilburn, arid Lilburn againjt 
John, dromwel! kept him in prifon lor feme 
time ; and he at laft died a quaker. 

'"The Dutch were fo humbled by the tete delcent, 
that they . immediately took up a refolutiOh for 
peace,, and lent over tb England a veflel with a 
white flag, and a meflenger to prepare the way 
for two ambafladors tp come over for that purpofe. 
General Cromwell vtas notaverfe to a treaty, but 
Would allow of no ceflation till it was concluded. 
This being known in Holland , they could riot 
bear to think of fuffering fo long the diladvaritagfe 
of being befleged, and lhut up in their ports ; but 
with all poflible expedition prepar’d ahbther : fleet, 
that might be fufficierit to remove the Englifb 
from thence ; fo that in lefs than two months af- 
ter their defeat, they had a fleet of an - hundred and 
tWenty-five fail. From thefe wonderful prepara- 
tions, they had fo great confidence of luccefe, that 
they fentadmiral Van Trump out of the WiehRngs 
With ninety-five fail, before the reft Were ready. 
Which De Wit foon after brought up to him from 
the TexeL 

On the 29 th of July, the 'Englifb fcoiits dif- 
cover’d Van Trumfs fleet ; of which they gave 
notice,, that the Whole fleet, which then lay about 
three leagues off to Tea, might make up to engage 
them: But the wind being againftthem, kept 
them from any aftion, till about fix in the even- 
ing i when about thirty nimble frigates (the felt 
being ftill a-ftern) began the encounter. Which 
• con- 
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continu’d dll they were parted by the night. The 1653. 
jpitfch bore away towards the Texel, and being '✓yy 
re-inforc’d by the (hips under De Wit, which were 
die prime of their navy, whereon they chiefly 
tely’d, Van Trump immediately endeavour’d to 
put all in a fighting pofture, defigning to engage 
the next day ; when the wind being very high, 
the Englijb fleet, for fear of falling upon the flats, 

Rood out to fta. This made many of the Dutch fupr- 
ipofe that the Mnglijb Were flying ; iniomuch that 
,©ne of the captains faid to Van Trump, Sir, thefe 
elegs durjl not ft and one broadfide from your excellency \ 
you may fee them plainly running home ■, and there- 
fore., my Jord, mifs not the opportunity. But Van 
Trump, who had had fufficient experience of the 
.Engltjh, and knew the meaning of their (landing 
off, gave him this fliort anfwer. Do you look to yokr 
.charge 1 for. if the Englifh were but twenty fail, 1 
,am fure they would fight us. The next morning 
proving, fair, both fleets prepared for the battle •, 
and about five o’clock, the Dutch having the wea- 
ther-gage, began the fight fomewhat at a difiance ; 

■but it was not long before both fleets were de-. 
fpcrately engaged. The Tea was never adorn'd 
with a more gallant fight in the beginning of the 
day, . nor cover’d with a more difmal one in the 
latter end ; . and no fight was ever carry’d on with 
. more bloody obfiinacy and rage, than this was for 
.feveral hours together. In the midft of this ter- 
.rible encounter, admiral Van Trump, the glory, of 
‘ the Dutch nation, as he;ftood upon his quarter- 
deck with his fword drawn, bravely encouraging 
his men, being (hot into the heart with a mulquet- 
ball, dropt down dead without fpeaking a word. 

This (truck fueh a terror into the enemy, and put 
.them in fuch confufion, that they fled and made 
all the (ail they could towards the Texel. About ; 
thirty of their men of war were fir'd or funk, 
and a. area? .many prifoners taken. The vidory 
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1653. was great, but coft the Englijh dear ; for eight of 
is^VTV their brave captains, with about four hundred men 
were flam, and about feven hundred wounded •, 
tho’ they loft but one lhip. This victory was fc 
acceptable to general Cromwell' s parliament, that 
they appointed a day of thankfgiving for it, and 
order’d a narrative of it to be publickly read -, and 
gave feveral gold chains to Blake, Monk , Penn, 
and Lawfon, for their good fervice, and a gratuity 
to the reft of the officers and feamen, according to 
their quality : And, ’tis faid, that the lord-general 
himfelf put the chain, and the medal, with the re- 
•prefentation of a fea-fight, about Monk's neck ; 
and having invited him to dinner, made him wear 
it all the while. 

They *p- In Holland , after this laft defeat, and thelofsof 
ply them- their brave admiral, all things were in great conr- 
thecoun- ^ on an( ^ diftradtion : The common people no 
cil of Rate .longer obey’d their government ; the placarts of 
and to the the States-general were contemn’d, and they in dan- 
parliament ~ er to be ruin’d and plunder’d by the ignorant and 
butm*** furious rabble. They therefore with all fubmif- 
▼ain. Aon applied themfelves by their ambafladors to the 
Englijh council of ftate ; but from whom they could 
obtain no other terms of peace, than a coalition, fa- 
tisfafhion for damages, and ftcurity againft the like 
for the future, and that the Dutch (hould takea leafe 
• for twenty-one years for fifhing, and pay an annual 
rent. The council of ftate being thus refolute, 

• the plenipotentiaries refblv’d to try what terms of 
/ peace might be had from the parliament : But here 
they were more confounded and perplexed than 
before ; they found it was very difficult to treat 
with, and impofflble to prevail upon thefe men, who 
took the Dutch for the out-works of Babylon, and 
look'd upon them as carnal and worldly politicians, 
and enemies to the kingdom of Chrift, which they 
thought was now approaching. 'In this difficult con- 
juncture, the States met to cpnfulc what was fit to 
& 
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be done. *Twas the opinion of Holland , never to en- 
ter into a coalition with England , but that a ftridfc 
league defenfxve Ihould be propos’d ; that they ought 
to contract foreign amities, particularly with France t 
and to equip out a fleet with all expedition. The 
reft of the provinces were for making a league’ with 
the eledtor of Brandenburgh, and other German 
princes, and for' affifting the Scots, many of whom 
were now rifing<' under major-general Middleton. 
But thefe treaties wereremote and dangerous, whilft 
their neceffities were prefent ; for which reafon they 
gave orders to their plenipotentiaries, “ To pro- 
“ tradt time according as they faw disorders to in- 
*■* creafe between Cromwell and his fupreme autho- 
♦* rity i to be ample in the generals concerning the 
“ defence of the reformed religion, and of the 
** houlholdof faith ; to reject the coalition, to of- 
“ fer to enter into a ftridt and intimate league *, but 
“ deal as tenderly as they could in point of repara- 
“ tion, fatisfadtion, or fecurity.” 

This being all known to the council of ftate, it 
was communicated to the parliament ; who there- 
upon faid, “ That it was no more than was pro- 
*’* phely’d in feripture, and in courfe to be expedt- 
“ ed, 'That the gentiles Jhould rage , and the kings of 
“ the earth fet themfelves againjl the kingdom of 
Chrift ; hut they Jhould fall before him, and be 
f* broken in pieces .” And they refolv’d now to 
humble them, by impofing very hard and morti- 
fying articles upon them *, fo that' they feemed to 
he in no better ftate, than before the long parlia- 
ment was diflblv’d. In this extremity the Dutch 
plenipotentiaries made their applications to the 
lord-general Cromwell , alluring him, “ That in cafe 
“ he would depofe the prefent powers, and alfume 
f * the government to himfelf, they would be ready 
to accord with him, upon more moderate terms, 
* * and enter into fuch a defenfive alliance, as would 
f 1 fecure him againft all his foreign and domeftick 

“ enemies.’* 
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h6sg. “ enemies.” The general found, that the proceed- 
mgs of this parliament, tho’ all of his own chufiq g, 

* were fo uncommon and unaccountable in many par- 
ticulars, that none could judge of their defies, of 
where they would end. And fo upon both thefe 
accounts he refolv*d toputaperiod to their , power, 
and the means of doing it were concerted with -Rwje 
the Speaker, and fome of the general’s fokdt friends 
in the houfe, who were to briqg it to bear with as 
little difturbance as mighkbe. 

AcooitrDiHGLY, on -the tath of December .ip 
the morning, the members, who were in tbefeeret, 
being roetalittle earlier - than ufual, it -was . mov'd 
in the houfe, ‘That the fitting -of, this parliament, any 
larger, would not he for the good of the tmmon- 
■i wealth , and that it would be jit for them to refign 
up their powers into the. bands of >tbe lord-general. 
This being 1 feconded and urged by Sydenham, Woh 
Jley, and others, the members on the contrary fide, 
who were there, were much ftartled and fpoke ve- 
hemently agairrft it : Upon which, thole who were 
for a refignation, being appmhenfive, that by de- 
laying time more might come to the houfe and out- 
vote them, prefently mov'd, Hbat all who were fora 
The par- SJfolution, Jbould rife, and walk out. Accordingly , die 
fe»e»t fpeaker andas many members as would follow him, 
went with the mace to Whitehall, and by a writing 
powers to under their hands, refign’d up their powers to the 
kin. . general. Above twenty of i the members, whereof 
maajor-rgeneral, Harrifon was one, continuing ftiilin 
the houfe, plac’d Mr. Moyer in the chair, and fell 
■to protefting againft what the. reft had done* but 
.a’ party of foldiers was fent to turn them out, and 
.fo a period was put to this aflerably, after afoffion' 
■of five 1 months and eight days, 
fck/whh By Agnation, the politick Cromwell, with 
his council his council of officers, was once more pofieft’d of 
of officers, the fupreme power of the < kingdom \ whereupon 
he thought fit to advifc w.ith.thfitn ? antiwithather 
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perfons of intereft in the nation. How this great .1953. 
burden of governing England, Scotland, and 1ft?- 
•land, with the armies therein, and the tuny at fea , 
fhouid he born, and by whom. Thefc foon rcfolv*d. 

That a council of godly, able and difcreet per fans 
fhouid be named', andtbat the Lord Geheral fhouid he 
i cbofen Lord (Prdte&or cf the three nations. 

Upon this, a large inftrument was drawn up. He fcde.' 
entitled. The gvsernment of the 'commonwealth Cf £ rt ~ 
•England, Scotland, Ireland*, commonly call’d, cutinfin- 
The inftrument of government. It confifted of forty m»t »f 
two articles, and was in fubftance as follows : govern- 

“That the fupreme legiflative authority be, and mKt ‘ 

“ refide in a fingle perfon, and die people in par- 
“ harnent % theftile of which peFfon to be Lord 
** pr&te&or of the commonwealth of England, Scot- 
“ land, and Ireland. The executive power to be 
■* in the P retell or, with the advice of his council s 
“ the number whereof not to exceed twenty-one, , 

“ nor be lefs than thirteen. Air proceedings to 
“ ■ ran in the name and ftile of die Lord Protestor', 

** and all honours, dffices and tides to be derivdd 
“ from him *, and that he may pardon all oflences 
“ but treafon and -murder. The militia, in time 
“ of parliament, ^to be in his and their 'hands* 

“ but in the intervals only in his^and his council’s. 

■ * * He and his council to make war and peace with 
“ foreign princes. Not to make mew laws, or 
“ abrogate old ones, without confetttmf paarlia- 
“ merit. A parliament to be fummon'd to meet 
“ at 'Weftminfter upon the third day of September, 

“ 1654, and afterwards every third -year, and, if 
“ need be, oftner, which the Protestor fhallmot 
“ diflblve without coriient in parliament, till after 
“ five months. The parliament to confift of four 
“ hundred Englifh to be choien according to the 
“ proportions and numbers hereafter exprefied, 

“ that is to fay, for die country of Bedford, fix ; 

^ for the town of Bedford, one; for the coun- 
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l $53. “ ty o( Bedford, five. For the county of Berify 
“ feven •, viz. for the borough of Abingdon, one; 
. for the borough of Reading, one; for the coun- 
“ ty of Berks, five, &c. (The members for Corn- 
“ wall 'trext in this inftrument reduc’d to twelve; 
** thofe for EJfex were enlarg’d to fixteen ; and the 
“ city of London was to chufe fix.) The members 
“ for Scotland were to be thirty, and the fame num- 
' “ ber for Ireland. The fummoning the parlia- 

“ ment to pafs under the foal of the .common- 
“ wealth to die lherifFs ; and if the Protestor omit 
■ “ or deny that, then the commiffioner of the leal 
** to be held under pain of treafon to HTueout fuch 
“ writs ; . and in cafe of failure in him, the high- 
“ Iherifis. Such as are elected, to be return’d in- 
“ to the Chancery by the chief magiftrates (Iheriffsj 
“ mayors, or bailiffs) within twenty days after the 
** election. If either the foeriff, mayor or bailiff 
% *'* make a falfe return, or any ways procure an un- 

** due eleftion, let him be fin’d two thoufand 
M pounds. Thofe. who have born arms againft the 
“ parliament to be uncapable 9f being elected, or 
“ giving their vote for any members to ferve in 
“ the next parliament, or in the three fucceeding 
“ triennial parliaments ; and Irijh rebels and Pa- 
“ pijls to be for ever uncapable. None to be eleft- 
“ ed under the age of twenty-one years, nor un- 
“ left he be a man of good converfation. None 
“ to have votes in elections, but fujchasare worth 
“20 61 . Sixty to make a Quorum. Bills prefen t- 
“ ed to the. Protestor , if not afieffted to by him 
“ within twenty days, to pafs into laws notwith* 
“ (landing; provided they contain nothing contra- 
“ ry to this inftrument. A competent revenue to 
“ tie fetded for the maintenance of ten thoufand 
“ horfe and dragoons, and twenty thoufand foot 
“ in England, Scotland, and Ireland , and.for a con- 
“ venient number of lhips to guard the feas ; and 
,*• upon abating apy of the forces by land or lea, 

“ the 
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“ the moneys to be brought to- the Exchequer to 
“• ferve fudden occafions. The railing of money 
“ for defraying the charge of the prefent eXtraor- 
“ dinary forces both at land and fea, to be by con-' 
“ fent in parliament, and not otherwife ; fave only 
“ that the* Protestor , with the advice of his coun- 
“ cil, fhall have power, until the meeting of; the 
“ firft parliament, to raife money for the purpofes 
“ aforefaid, and alfo to make laws and ordinances 
“ for the peace and welfare of thefe nations ; which: 
“ fhall be in force, till the parliament fhall take- 
“ order concerning the fame. All forfeited lands 
“ unfold to belong to the Protestor. The Prote- 
“ derate to be'ele&ive, but the royal family to be 
** excluded ; and no Protestor after the prefent to 
“ be general of the army. Oliver Cromwell to be 
“ the prefent Protestor. All the great offices of the 
“ commonwealth, fuch as chancellor, keeper, of 
“ the feal, treafurer, admiral, governors of Ire- 
“ land and Scotland , &c. if they become void in 
“ time of parliament, to be fupply’d with their 
“ approbation, and in intervals of parliament with 
“ the approbation of the council. The Chriftian 
“ Religion, as contain’d in the holy fcriptures, to 
“ be the publick profeffion of thefe nations ; and 
“ thofe that adminifter it, to be maintain’d by the 
** publick, but by fome way more convenient and 
** lefs liable to envy than tithes. None to becom- 
“ pell’d to Confent to the publick profeffion, by 
“ fine or any punifhment whatever, but only by 
“ perfuafion and arguments. None that profefs 
“ faith in Chrift , however otherwife they differ, 
“ to be reftrain’d from, but to be protefted in the 
“ exercife of their religion, fo they do not quarrel 
“ with and difturb others} this. liberty not to ex- 
“ tend to Popery or Prelacy. All fales of parlia- 
“ ment to ftand good. Articles of peace to be 
“ kept. The Protestors fucceffively, upon enter- 
“ ing on their charge, to fwear to procure, by all 

“ means. 
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** means, the peace, quiet and welfare of die com- 
** monwealth, to obferve thefe articles, and toad- 
“ minifter all things (to their power) according 
“ to the laws, ftatutes and cuftoms." 

All things being prepar’d, on the 16th of De- 
cember , about three in the afternoon, his Excellen- 
cy, the Lord Genera), went from. Whitehall to the 
Chancery court, in the following manner i The 
commiffioners of the great leal march'd firft ; then 
the judges and barons in their robes j next to them 
the council of the commonwealth then the lord- 
mayor, aldermen, and recorder of London ; after 
them, came the Lord General, attended with the 
chief officers of the army. In this proceffion they 
afcended the Chancery court, where was fct a rich 
chair of ftate, with a large cufhion, and carpets on 
die floor. The General (food on die left hand of 
it uncover'd, till the forememiun'd inftrument was 
read ; which his Excellency fubfcrib’d in the face 
of die court, and took an oath in thefe words: 

“ Whereas the major part of the laft parlia- 
H ment (judging that their fitting any longer, as 
*' then bonftttuted, would not be for the good of 
“ the commonwealth) did diffolve the fame, and 
“ by a wridng under their hands, dated the 12th 
day of this inftant December, refigned unto me 
“ their powers and authorities: And whereas it 
“ Was neceffary thereupon, that fome fpeedy courfe 
“ fhould be taken for the fettlement of thefe na- 
“ dons upon fuch a bafts and foundation, as, by 
<* the bleffing of God, might be lafting, fecure 
** property, and anfwer thofe great ends of reli- 
** gion and liberty, fo long contended for : And 
“ upon full and mature confideration had of the 
“ form of government hereunto annexed, being 
“ fatisfy’d that the fame, thro' divine affiftance, 
may anfwer the ends aforemention'd ; andhav- 
“ ing alio been defired and advifed, as well by 
f ‘ feveral perfons of intereft and fidelity in the 

. “ common- 
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” commonwealth, as the officers of the army, to 165J. 
“ take upon me the prote&ion and 1 government of 
“ thefe nations, in the manner exprefied in the 
u hid form of government: I have accepted 
** thereof, and do hereby declare my acceptance 
M accordingly $ and do promife in the prefence of 
God, that I will pot violate or infringe the mat- 
“ ters and things contained therein ; but to my 
“ power, obferve the fame, and caufe them to be 
** obferv*d ; and fhall in all other things, to- the 
“ beft of miy underftanding, govern thefe nations 
u according to the laws, ftatutes and cuftoms, feek- 
“ ing their peace, and canting juftice and law to 
*' be equally adminifter’d.” 

This done, he fat down in the chair, cover'd ; 1 


and' the commiffioners deliver’d up the great feal 
to him, and the ford-mayor his fword and eap of 
maintenance ; which the Proteftor immediately re- 
turn’d to them again. The ceremony being over* 
the foldiers with a fhout cry’d out, God ilefs the 
Lord prote&or of the commonwealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. And fo they went back to 
Whitehall , the lord-mayor uncover’d carrying the 
fword before his Highnefs. When they came into 
the Banqueting-houfe, Mr. Lockier made an exhor- 
tation to diem ; and fo the lord-mayor, aldermen 
and judges departed. 

Presently after, the following proclamation, 
let forth by the council, was pubhm’d in the Pa- 
lace-yard, at the Old Exchange, and feveral other 
places in London *, and as foon as could be, through- 
out England , Scotland , and Ireland. “ Whereas 
“ the late parliament, diflolving themfelves, and 
“ retigning their powers and authorities, the go- 
“ vernment of the commonwealth of England , 
**. Scotland and Ireland, by a. Lord Protellor and fuc- 
“ ceflive triennial Parliaments, is pow eftablifh’d: 

and whereas Oliver Cromwell , captain-general 
“ of all the forces of this common- wealth, is de- 

' ** clar’d 


He m pro- 
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1 653. “ clarM Lord Protestor of the faid nations, and hath 
“ accepted thereof: We have therefore thought it 
“ neceflary (as we hereby do) to make publica- 
“ tion of the premifes, • and ftriftly to charge and 
command all, and every perfon and perfons, of 
“ what quality and condition foever, in any of the 
“ laid three nations, to take notice thereof, and 
<c to conform and fubmitthemfelves to the govem- 
“ ment fo eftablifh’d. And all. fheriffs, mayors, 
bailiffs, and other publick minifters and offi- 
“ cers, whom this may concern, are requir’d to 
“ caufe this proclamation to be forthwith publifh’d 
4< in their refpedtive counties, cities, corporations, 
“ and market-towns ; to the end none may have 
** caufe to pretend ignorance in this behalf.” And 
now care was taken to alter all writs and procefs, 
from jthe ftile of the Keepers of the liberties of Eng- 
land, to that of Protestor. Upon this new advance- 
ment, we are told, that Cromwell obferv’d new and 
great ftate, and all ceremonies and refpe&s were 
paid to him by all forts of men, as to their Prince. 

Thus, as has been obferv’d by many, did this 
extraordinary man, with fo little pains, mount him- 
felf into the throne of three kingdoms, without the 
title of King, but with more power and authority 
than had ever been exercis’d by any proceeding 
King: He made the greateft figure in Europe in 
his time, and receiv’d greater marks of refpeft and 
efteem from all the Kings and Princes in Cbrijlen- 
dom , than had ever been fhewn to any Monarch of 
thefe nations % which was the more wonderful, in 
that they all hated him, when they trembled at his 
power, and courted his friendfhip. 


Chap. 
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Chap. HI. 

From his being declared Protector, to the 
meeting of bis fecond parliament. 

C ROMWELL being thus rais’d to the power 1653. 

of a monarch, proceeded in the exercife of his 
government, with thegreateft vigour and induftry. His c°n- 
'He and his council fet forth feveral ordinances ; a- 
mongft the reft, one declaring what offences lhould in gs at hi* 
be adjudg’d treafon ; another for repealing thofe f»rft enter- 
ads and refolves of parliament, which had former- u P° a 
ly been made for fubfcribing to the Engagement a- V emm«fc 
gainft a Angle perfon and houfe of peers *, another 
for appointing perfons to be approvers of mini- 
fters. At his .firft affuming the government, there 
were three great parties in the nation all againft 
him, the Epifcopal party, the Prejbyterians , and the 
Republicans : And it requir’d the greateft dexterity 
and (kill to manage thefe very oppofite factions, 
and to prevent the ill effects of the plots and con-, 
fpiracies they were fo ready to run into. He .had 
only the army to rely upon 5 and that enthufiaftick >. 
fpirit he had taken fo much pains to raife among 
them, render’d them very in tradable *, fo that he 
was forc’d to break and imprifon many of his offi- His ma- 
cets •, and he flatter’d the reft as well as he could, 
goingoninhisoldway of long and dark difcourfes. ,rmy. *' 
He was apprehenfive of aflaflination, and other With the 
plottings from the Cavalier party ; as to the former Cavaliers, 
of which, he took a method that prov’d of great 
life to him : He would many times openly declare, 

“ That in a war it was neceflary to return upon 
“ any fide, all the violent things that any >of the 
**• one fide did to the other ; and this for the pre- 
“ venting greater mifchief, and for bringing men 
“to fair war : And that aflaffinations were fuch 
“ deteftable things, that he would never begin 
“ them ; but if any of the king’s party lhould en- 
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“ deavour to aflaffinate him, and fail in it, he 
“ would make an afiaffinating war of it, and de- 
“ ftroy the whole family.” And he pretended he 
had inftruments to do this, whenever he Ihould or- 
der it. This ftruck fuch a terror, that it prov*d a 
better fecurity to him than his guards. And when- 
ever they were plotting againft him, he had his a- 
gents and fpies amongft them, to give him notice 
of their preparations and proceedings s by which 
means all their fchemes were broken, and their 
defigns fruftrate, before they could bring them to 
perfection. 

The Prejbyterians fo dreaded the fury of the 
commonwealth party, that they look’d upon Crom- 
well's turning them out to be a happy deliverance 
for them j and to foften thefe the more, he allur’d 
them he would maintain a publick miniftry with all 
due encouragement, which the Republicans were 
moltly againft 5 and he joined them in acommiflion 
with fome Independents to be Tryers of all publick 
preachers, who Ihould, for the future, be admitted 
to any benefice. The perfons fo commiffion’d did 
likewife difpofe of all the churches that were in the 
gift of the crown, of the bifhops, and of the ca- 
thedral churches. Never thelels, when he perceiv’d 
that the Prejbyterians began to take too much upon 
them, to be uneafy under the government, or med- ‘ 
die in civil affairs, he found means to mortify them, 
and let loofe againft them thofe of the other lefts, 
who took pleafure in difputing with their preach- 
ers, and interrupting their religious worlhip ; and 
*tis. faid, he was by many heard to glory, 'that be 
had curb'd that infolent J0, that would fuffer none but 
itfelf. So that they were forc’d to thank him for 
permitting them the exerdfe of their religious wor- 
lhip in their own congregations. 

The Republican party were his greateft enemies, 
and moft bent on his ruin, looking on him as the 
perfon who had perfidioully broken all their mea- 

fures. 
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furies, • and betrayed their glorious caufe. . This par- 1 65 3 . 
ty therefore he ftudied by all means to divide a- v/W 
mong themfelves, and to fet the fifth-monarchy 
men, and other enthufiafts, againft thofe who pro- 
ceeded only upon the principles of civil liberty ; 
fuch aS Algernoon Sidney , Henry Nevill , Martin p 
Ludlow, IVildtpan, and Harrington. 

As to Vane and his party, who were likewife 
call’d Independents , they indeed, from the time 
they were turned out of the long parliament, re- 
tir’d quietly into the country, where they endea- 
vour’d to prejudice their neighbours againft the 
prefent government, and yet managed themfelves 
with lo much caution, as not to difturb the quiet 
of the nation, nor give the Protestor any great ad- 
vantage againft them. 

The Levellers , many of whom had been the 
moft aCtive Agitators in the army, were the moft 
furious and defperate of all the commonwealth 
party. Thefe, from the time that the general af- 
fum’d the title of Protestor , which was to them as 
odious as that of King, profefs’d a mortal hatred 
to his perfon *, and he knew very well that thefe 
men, as well as the laft mention’d, had great cre- 
dit in his army, and with fome of the chief officers ; , 
lb that he more really dreaded them, than all the 
king’s party, and fubtilly colour’d many of the 
preparations he made againft them, as if they 
were defign’d againft the .other. The fifth- mo- 
narchy men feem’d to be pn daily expectation of 
the coming of King Jefus, and the Protestor found it 
no eafy matter to give them latisfaCtion, fince 
his affuming the government after this manner, 
look’d like a ftep to kinglhip, which they repre- 
fented as the great Anlichrift, which hindered 
CbriJPs being fet on his throne. To thele men 
he would fay with many tears, “ That he would 
“ rather have taken a Ihepherd’s ftaff than the - 
** ProteSiorJhip, fince nothing was more contrary 
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“ to his genius, .than a fliew of greatnefs : But he 
“ faw it was neceflary at that time, to keep the 
“ nation from falling into extreme diforder, and 
“ from becoming open to the common enemy ; 
“ and therefore he only ftept in between the liv- 
“ ing and the dead, in that interval, till God 
“ lhould diredl them on what bottom they ought 
“ to fettle and then he would furrender the 
“ heavy load lying upon him with a joy equal to 
“ the fortow with which he was affefted, while 
“ under that lhew of dignity.” He would allb 
carry himfelf with great familiarity towards thefe 
men, and enter into the terms of their pld equa- 
lity, fhutting the door, and making them fit down 
cover’d by him, that they might fee how little 
he car’d for thofe diftances, which for form 
lake he was forc’d to keep up with others ; and 
their difcourfe commonly ended in a long prayer/ 
Thus, with much ado, he pretty well managed 
the Enthuftajls of the commonwealth party. As 
to the other Republicans , many of whom were in- 
clin’d to Deifm , he call’d them the Heathens , and 
acknowledg'd he could not fo eafily work upon 
them. He had fome chaplains of all forts, and' 
became at length more gentle towards the Epifco- 
pal party, who had their meetings in leveral places 
about London, without .being molefted by him. 
In the end, even the Roman Catholicks courted 
him*, and he with wonderful art carry’d things 
farther with all parties than was thought polfible, 
confidering the great difficulties he had to en- 
counter with. 

That he might the better manage the feveral 
factions he ftood molt in awe of, he made choice 
of the mod aftive and leading men into his coun- 
cil, by whofe influence he had the guiding of all 
the reft of each party. The firft perfons nomi- 
nated to be of his council, puffuant to the inftru - 
ment of government, were major general Lambert , 
l lieu- 
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lieutenant-general Fleetwood , colonel Montague , (af- 
terwards made earl of Sandwich by King Charles 
ll.) Philip lord vifcount Lifle (hnce earl oiLeicefter) 
colonel Dejborough, Sir Gilbert Pickering , Sir An- 
thony AJhley Cooper (afterwards earl of Shaftjhury) Sir 
Charles fFolfley r major-general Skippon , Mr. Strick- 
land , colonel Sydenham , colonel Jones, Mr. Rouje, 
Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. Major ; in all fifteen. 

On the 21ft of December, a proclamation was 
publilhed by his Highnefs, with the advice and 
confent of his council, in the following terms 
“ Oliver, lord- protedtor of the commonwealth 
“ of England, Scotland, and Ireland, confidering, 
** That whereas the exercife of the chief magi- 
** ftracy, and the adminiftration of government, 
“ within the laid commonwealth is invefted and 
“ eftablifhed in his highnefs, affifted with a coun- 
“ cil ; and left thereupon the fettled and ordinary 
** courfe of juftice in the commonwealth (if re- 
“ medy were not provided) might receive inter- 
* c ruption j his highnefs, in his care of the ftate 
and piiblick juftice thereof (referving to future 
“ confideration the reformation and redrefs of any 
abufes by mifgovernment, upon better know- 
** ledge taken thereof ) is pleafed, and doth here- 
** by exprefsly fignify, declare, and ordain, by and 
with the advice and confent of his council 
“ (who have power, until the meeting of the 
“ next parliament, to make laws and ordinances 
“ for the peace and welfare of thefe nations, where 
“ it (hall be neceffary ; which fhali be binding 
“ and in force, until order (hall be taken in par- 
“ liament concerning the fame) That all perfbns, 
** who on the tenth day of this inftant December , 
“ were duly and lawfully poffefied of any place of 
** judicature, or office of authority, jurifdi&ien, 
“ or government, within this commonwealth, 
“ lhall be, and fhall fo hold themfelves, continu’d 
in the faid 'offices and places refpe&ively, as 
fi 3 “ formerly 
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1653. “ formerly they held and enjoy’d the fame, and 
“ not otherwife, until his Highnefs’s pleafure be 
“ farther known : And all the commiffions, pa- 
u tents, and other grants, which refpeft or relate 
unto the doing and executing of publick juftice, 
“ and all proceedings of what nature fbever in 
“ courts of common-law or equity, or in the 
court of admiralty, or by commiffioners of 
“ fewers, (hall ftand and be in the fame and like 
** force to all intents and purpofes, as the fame 
“ were on the faid tenth day of this inftant De- 
“ cetnber , until farther order given by his High-* 
nefs dierein : And that in the mean time (for 
“ prefervation of the publick peace, and neceffary 
“ proceedings in matters of juftice, and for fofety 
. “ of the ftate) all the faid perfons, of whatfoever 
“ place, power, degree or condition, may not foil 
“ every one feverally, according to his refpeftive 
“ place, office, or charge, to proceed in the per- 
“ formance and execution of all duties thereunto 
“ belonging, as formerly appertaining to them, and 
“■ every of them, whilft the former government 
was in being. Given at Whitehall this 21ft day 
“ of December, in the year of our Lord 1653.” 
Several On the 27th, the Lord Protestor and his council 
or ^."*“ ces pafs’d an ordinance, for continuing the excife and 
j^ m * y ' the commiffioners : Another for continuing the 
aft for redemption of captives : And a third for 
the alteration of feveral names and forms, ufed 
heretofore in courts, writs, grants, patents, com- 
miffions, and fettling proceedings in courts 
of law and equity. And fhortly after, another ordi- 
nance was pafs’d, appointing a committee of the ar- 
my, and treafurers at war, as formerly. Ifhefe and 
a great many other ordinances were pafs’d by the 
Lord Protestor and his council, before the meeting 
. of the parliament. His Highnefs apply*d himfelf 
very clofely to bufinefs, and was indefatigable in thd 
i^anagemejit of the publick affairs, . 
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All things feeming to favour the Protestor and 
his government) both at home and abroad, he was 
invited by the lord-mayor, and aldermen, to dine 
at Grocer s-hall on the 8th day of February, being 
AJh-we&nefday. Accordingly, he rode thither in 
great ftate, the ftreets being rail’d on both fides, 
and the rails cover’d with blue cloth, and the fe- 
veral companies in their liveries Handing all the 
way, according to their fuperiority, with the city 
banner and ftreamiers of the refpe&ive companies 
fet before them. The lord-mayor Finer, with 
the aldermen in fcarlet and gold chains, rode to 
temple-bar, where meeting his Highnefs with his 
train, he deliver’d up the fword to him, and after 
a lhort congratulatory fpeech, they proceeded to 
Grocer s-hall in the following manner: The city- 
mar Ihal, with fome other officers, march’d firft ; 
then fix trumpets, and after them his Highnefs’s. 
life-guard ; next, eight trumpets more, followed 
by the city-ftreamers ; then the aldermen, and 
the two fheriffs after them ; then his Highnefs’s 
heralds, with rich coats, adorn’d with the arms 
of the commonwealth. After them, the mace 
and cap of maintenance were carried before the 
lord-mayor, who carried the fwordi bare-headed 
before his Highnefs the Lord Protestor, who fol- 
lowed with twelve footmen in grey liveries laced 
with filver, and other ornaments. After the Pro- 
testor rode major-general Skippon , with the reft of 
the council, and the great officers of the army. 
Being come to Grocers-hall, the recorder made a 
fpeech to his Highnefs, declaring, How happy 
“ that city did account themfelves under his au- 
“ fpicious government, and alfo in the enjoyment 
** of his prefence with them that day.” Then he 
was feafted in a moft fplendid and magnificent 
manner ; and before his departure he knighted 
the lord-mayor with as much grace as if he had 
been king. At this feaft, we ate told, that when 
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1653. it was propofed to ferve him on the knee, he re- 
fus’d it with fome difdain, faying. Such ceremonies 
Jhould he only praftifed at Rome, where they are jo 
greedy of ceremonies , or in kingdoms govern'd by ty- 
rants •» but Jbould be banifhed out of a Chriftian 
and Proteftant commonwealth , as was that of Eng* 
land. Within a fhort time after, his Highnefs in- 
vited the lord-mayor, aldermen and fheriffs to 
♦ dine with him at Whitehall : And it was obferv’d, 

that in all his entertainments, audiences, &c. he 
maintain’d the port of a great Prince, as much as if 
he had been fo born and bred j that his foul ex- 
tended itfelf always in proportion to the room that 
was given it, and in whatever fpace he Rood, he 
Addrefles always fill’d it. And now addrefles were preiented 
fies t0 k° rc * E rot eft or, from all parts of the three 
him. nations, congratulating his acceffion to the govern- 
ment ; and, feveral foreign minifters came over to 
him, acknowledging his power, courting his al- 
liance, and giving him his title of Higbnefs. 

1654. The Lord P rote ft or foon concluded the peace 
He con- with the Dutch, having brought them to accept 
dudes a Q f fq C h conditions as he thought fit to give them : 
^theDutcb. Among which one was, That they jbould not permit 
(iny of the king's party , or any enemy of the common- 
wealth of England, to refide within their dominions ; 
and another, which .was contain’d in a lecret article* 
to which the great feal of the States was affix’d, 
whereby they oblig’d themfelves, “ Never to per- 
, “ mit the Prince of Orange to be their Stadtbolder, 
“ general or admiral •, and alfo to deliver up the 
“ ifland of Paler one in the Eaft- Indies, which they 
“ had taken from thcEnglifb in the reign of King 
“ James, into the hands of the Englifh Eaft-India 
“ company *, and to pay three hundred thoufand 
“ pounds for the old barbarous violence exercis’d 
* e towards the Englifh at Amboyna," for which the 
two laft kings could not obtain any fatisfadlion j 
• ‘ That they Ihould comply with the aft of Nw'b 

gation j 


Digitized by 


yGoogle 



- c< 


Oliver Cromwell, 265 

gotten ; and that they ihould own the fovereignty 1 654. 
“ of the fea to be in the commonwealth, of Eng- 
“ land, and no more difpute the flag.” And thus 
about the beginning of Aprils the whole peace 
was concluded between the Lord Protestor and the 
States General , with all the advantages to himfelf 
he could defire. 

The Lord Protestor , according to the power He makes 
given him by the infirument of government , fup- toeral 
ply’d the benches of the courts at Weftminfter, 
with the ableft of the lawyers, whom he had in- 
vited to the publick fervice. Mr. Maynard, Twif- 
den , Nudigate , Windham , &c. were made ferjeants 
at law ; and Mr. Matthew Hale one of the jufticeS 
of the eommon-pleas, &c. Mr. John Ihurioe , who 
had been fecretary to the chief-juftice St. John, when 
he was ambaffador at the Hague , was advanced to 
the office of fecretary of ftate. And to keep the 
other two nations in order and obedience, hisHigh- 
nefs fent general Monk back again into Scotland . , 
and his youngeft ion Henry Cromwell into Ireland , 
whom he made his lieutenant of that kingdom. 

As the ProteSlor difcover’d a wonderful genius He it 
in the management of affairs at home, fo his power fear ’ <l “d 
and policy were more and more obferved and re- 
verenc’d abroad ; and all nations now contended, powen. 
by their ambaffadors, which ihould render them- 
felves moil acceptable to him. Denmark had the 
favour of being taken into the Dutch treaty, upon 
the good* terms of making the States refponfible 
for one hundred and forty thoufand pounds, tore- 
pair the damage which the Englijh fufiered from 
the Danes. About the fame time, by the negotiation 
of his ambaffador Whitelock , he made a firm alliance 
with the kingdom of Sweden. He forced Portugal 
to fend an ambaffador to beg peace, and to fubmit 
to make fatisfaft ion for the offence they had com- 
mitted in receiving prince Rupert ,. by the payment 
pf a great fqm of money \ and brought even the two 
' ?royras 
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crowns of France and Spain, to fue for his alliance: 
For which purpofe, the ambaffador of the former^ 
Monfieur de Bordeaux, had an audience of his High- 
nefs in the Banquecing-houfe, Whitehall , on the 
29th of March, with the fame ftate and ceremony, 
as is wont to be ufed towards foreign Princes ; 
when he addreffed himfelf thus to him. 

' “ Your moft ferene Highnefs has already re- 
** ceiv’d fome principal alfurances of the King my 
“ mafter, of his defire to eftablifh a perfeft cor- 
“ refpondency betwixt his dominions and Eng- 
“ land. His Majefty, this day, gives to your 
“ Highnefs fome publick demonftration of the 
“ fame; and his fending his ambaflador to your 
“ Highnefs, does plainly ihew, that the efteem 
“ which his Majefty makes of your Highnefs, and 
f e intereft of his people, have more power in his 
“ councils than many confiderations, that would 
f* be of great concernment to a Prince lefs affedt- 
“ ed with the one and the other. This proceed- 
“ ing, grounded upon fuch principles, and fo 
“ different from what is only guided by ambition, 
“ renders the amity of the King my mafter as 
“ confiderable for its firmnefs as its utility } for 
which reafon it is fo eminently efteemed and 
“ courted by all the greateft Princes and Poten- 
“ tates of the earth. But his Majefty com- 
“ municates none to any with fo much joy and 
“ chearfulnefs, as to thofe whofe virtuous a&s and 
‘‘ extraordinary merits render them more con- 
fpicuoufly famous, than the largenels of their 
“ dominions. His majefty is fenfible, that all 
“ thofe advantages do wholly refide in your High- 
“ nefs ; and that the divine providence, after fo 
many calamities, could not deal more favourably 
“ with thefe three nations, to caufe them to forget 
“ their paft miferies with greater fatisfa&ion, than 
“ by fubmitting them to fo juft a government. 
M And fince it is not fufftcient for the compleating 
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** of their happinefs, to make them enjoy peace at 1654. 
“ home, becaufe it depends no left on good cor- 
“ refpondency with nations abroad y the King my 
** mafter does not doubt but to find alio the lame 
“ difpofition in your Highnefs, which his Majefty 
** here exprefies in his letters. After fo many dif- 
“ pofitions exprefied both by his Majefty and your 
“ Highnefs, towards the accommodation of the 
“ two nations, there is reafon to believe, that 
“ their wifhes will be foon accomplifh’d. As for 
“ me, I have none greater, than to be able to 

ferve the King my mafter, with the good plea- 
“ fare and fatisfadfion of your Highnefs \ and that 
“ the happinefs l have, to tender to your High- 
“ nels the firft affurances of his Majefty*s efteem, 

** may give me occafion, by my fervices, to me- 
“ rit the honour of your gracious affedtion.” 

The Protedo^s zeal for the proteftant religion 
appear'd on feveral occafions ; of which I fhali 
here infcrt one inftance, leaving others to fome 
following periods of this hiftory. It is that of a 
letter to the Prince of Tarente in France , written 
in Latin (his Latin fecretary being the immortal 
Milton) which is as follows : 

Olive rius. Protestor Retp. Angliae, Scotia?, His letter 
Hibemiae, &c. IUuftriJftmo Principi Tarcntino, fa- to the 
lutein. PerfpeStus ex literis tuts ad me datis religi- P rmce °f 
onis amor tuus , fc? in ecclefias reformatas pietas eximia , ar,n ' e ' 
fiudiuptq i fingulare , in ijia prafertim generis nobi - 
litate ac fplendore , eoqy fub regno, in quo, deficiett- 
tibus db ortbodoxa fide , tot funt nobilijjimis quibufqy 
fpes uberes prapofitee , tot firmioribus incommoda fub - 
eunda ; permagno me plane gaudio ac voluptate af- 
fecit. Nec minus gratum erat placuijfe me tibi eo 
ipfo reHgionis nomine , quo nihil mihi dileSiius atq% 
cbarius imprimis efje debet. Deum autem obtefior , 
quam de me [pern ecclefiarum fjf expeSlationem ejje of- 
tendis, ft pojfim ei aliquando vel fatisfacere, ft opus 
erit , vel demonfirare omnibus , quam cupiam non deejfe. 

•* *• miuin 
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1654. Nullum, equidem fruttum labor um meorum , nullum 
bujus, quam oblineo in republica mea , dignitatis , 

Jive muneris, nec ampliorem exiilimarem necjucundi- 
orem, quam ut idonetts ftm, qui ecclefue reformates vel 
amplification iy vel incolumitatiy vel , quod maximum 
eft, pact ferviam. ‘Te vero hortor magnopere % ut re- 
ligionem ortbodoxamy qua pietate ac ftudio d majori- 
bus aceeptamprofiterisy eadem animi firmitate atq\ con- 
ftantia ad extremum ufque retineas. Nec fane quid- 
t<quam erit, te tuifq\ parentibus religtofiffimis dignius , 
nec quod pro tuis in me mentis , quamquam tua caufa 
cupio omnia, optare tibi melius aut presclarius quean, 

■ quam ft fie te pares atq-, inftituas , ut ecclefia pres - 
fertim patries, quorum in dtfeiplina tarn feslici indole 
tamq, illuftri loco natus es, quanto cesteris presluces , 
tanto fir mius in te preefidium fuis rebus conftitutum effe 
fentiant. Vale. Alba Aula, Die 26 Junii, 1654. 
Illuftrifiimce dignitatis veftres fiudioftffmus, 

OLIVERIUS. 

I 

Which letter .1 have thus tranflated : 


K Oliver, Protestor of the common-wealth 
“ of England, Scotland , Ireland, &c. To the moft 
“ illuftrious Prince of Tarente, greeting. It was 
“ a very great pleafure and fatisfaftion to me, to 
“ perceive by your highnefs’s letter which you 
“ lent me, your love of religion, and your extra- 
“ ordinary zeal and concern for the reformed 
“ churches, efpecially confidering your quality, 

“ and that you live in a country where fuch great 
“ things are promifed to all perfons of your rank, 

“ if they forfake the orthodox faith, and fo many 4 
“ difeouragements are laid in the way of thofe 
“ who continue ftedfaft. Nor was it lefs plea-: 

fing to me, to find that your Highnefs approv'd 
** of my care and concern for the fame religion, 
than which nothing ought to be more dear and- 
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precious to me. And I call God to witnefs, 
“ how defirous I am, according as I have ability 
“ and opportunity, to anfwer the hope and ex- 
“ pe&ation which you fay the churches have con- 
“ cerning me, and to manifeft it to all. 'Indeed 
“ I Ihould efteem it the greateft and belt fruit 
“ of my labours, and of this ‘dignity, or office, 
“ which I hold in this commonwealth, to be 
“ put in a capacity of being ferviceable either to' 
“ the enlargement, or the fefety, or, which is 
“ the chief of all, the peace of the reformed 
* l church. And I earneftly exhort your Highnefs 
“ that you would hold faft to the end the ortho- 
“ dox religion you have .received from your fa- 
** thers, with a firmnefs and conftancy of mind 
** equal to the piety arid zeal you difeover in the 
“ profeffion of it. Nor indeed can there be any 
“ thing more worthy of yourfelf and of your moft 
“ pious parents -, and, though I could defire all- 
**. things for your fake, yet I can wilh you nothing 
■ ‘ better, nothing more excellent, in return for 
** the civilities you have fliown me, than that 
“ you fo conduct yourfelf, that the churches, ef- 
“ pecially thofe of your own country; in whofe 
“ difeipline you Were born with fo happy a dif- 
“ pofition and of fuch a noble family, may find 
“ in you a protection anfwerable to the high fta- 
“ tion in which you are placed above others. 
“ Farewell. Whitehall , June 26, 1654. Your 
‘‘ Highnefs’s moft affectionate arid moft devoted, 

OLIVER. 

The Lord ProteElor had refolv’d more firmly to 
unite the three nations into one commonwealth. 
Accordingly, with confent of his council, he made 
an ordinance, April the 12th, declaring, “ How 
“ he had taken into confideration, that the people 
‘‘ of. Scotland ought to be united wkh the people 
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** of England , into one commonwealth, and un^ 1 
“ der one government ; and had found, that in 
M December 1651, the parliament then fitting had 
“ lent commiflkmers into Scotland , to invite the 
** people of that nation unto fuch a -happy union ; 

“ who proceeded fo far therein, that the fhires and 
* ( boroughs did accept of the laid union, and aflent 
“ thereunto : For the complearing and perfe&ing 
“ whidi union, he now ordain’d, That all the peo- 
“ pie of Scotland, and of all the dominions and terri- 
“ tories thereunto belonging , jhould be incorporated in- 
** to one commonwealth with England ; and in every 
“ parliament to be held futceffivtly for the faid com- 
“ monwealth, thirty perfons Jhould be calPd frmi 
** and ferae for Scodand, &c” And fhordy after, 
another ordinance was made for a like diftribution 
of thirty members from Ireland, to ferve in the par- 
liament at fVefiminfter. About the fame time an 
Ordinance was published, prohibiting the planting 
of Tobacco in England ; which is a*law at this day. 

About this rime feveral perfons were appre- 
hended, and charged with a confpiracy to murder 
the Lord Proteftor as he fhould be going to Hampton- 
eourt, to feize the guards, the Tower of London, and 
the magazines, and to proclaim the King. The 
chief of thefe were Mr. Somerfet Fox , Mr. John 
Gerard, and Mr. Vowel ; who being tried by a high 
Court of juftice, and condemn’d. Fox, who con- 
fefs’d much of what was alledg’d againft him, had 
the benefit of a reprieve ; but Gerard was, behead- 
ed on Tower-hill, and Vowel bang’d at Charing-crofs ; 
both of them denying what they were accus’d of, 
and dying with great magnanimity and reiolution. 

On the fame day, there was another execution 
of an extraordinary nature: Don Pantaleon Sa, the 
Portugal ambaffador’s brother, a knight of Malta, 
and a perfon eminent in many great aftions, who 
out of curiofity to fee England, came over with the 
ambafiador, happen’d to have a quarrel in the 

New- 
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New-Exchange with the Foremention’d Mr. Gerard \ 
to revenge which, he went thither the next day, 
with fervants arm’d with fwords and piftols j where 
they kill’d another man, whom they took to bo 
Mr. Gerard , and hurt and wounded feveral others. 
Upon this there was rais’d a great tumult, and the 
Portugueft ftymg to the ambafiador’s houfe, the peo- 
ple .came Hocking thither from all parts to feize the 
murderers. Cromwell being inform’d of the mat- 
ter, fent an officer, with a party of fokhers, to de- 
mand and apprehend them ; who more especially 
demanded of the ambaflador the perfon of his bro- 
ther, threatning, if he was not deliver’d . up, to 
break open the houfe, and take him out by force. 1 
The ambaflador infilled upon the privilege due tci 
his houfe by the law of nations, and defired time 
to fend to. the ProteUor , to whom he made com- 
plaint of the violence done to him, and requefted 
an audience. His Highnefs fent him word, “ That 
“a gentleman- had been murder’d, and others 
“ wounded, and that JuJUce muft he fatisfied re- 
“ quiring, that all perfons concern’d might bede- 
“ liverid up to his officer > without which, if hd 
** Ihould withdraw his foldiers, the people would 
“ execute juftice, by a way for which he would 
“ not be anfwerable : But this being done, he 
“ Ihould have an audience, and all the fetisfadlion 
it was in his power to give.” The ambaflador 
finding it in vain to contend, and the multitude 
increafing their cry, Thai they would pull down the 
houfe, he was, to his great grief, forc’d to deliver 
up his brother with the reft, who were all fent pri- 
foners to Newgate. The ambaflador was moft ear- 
neft in his lollicitations for his brother, being wil- 
ling the others Ihould be left to the law ; but all 
the anfwer he could have, was, That juftice muft be 
done. And juftice was done to the utmoft •» for be- 
ing all try'd by a jury of half Englijh and half fo* 
reigners , as many as were found guilty, andamong- 

them 
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1654. them the ambaffador’s brother, were condemn’d to 
vxy "o die. All were hang’d at Tyburn, fays the lord Cla- 
H^.con. r etuJoft • Wbitelock lays they were all repriev’d, ex- 
andeze- t^pt Don Pantaleon , who, immediately after the 
cutcd. execution of Gerard , was convey’d from Newgate 
to Tower-bill, in' a mourning coach and fix horfes, 
attended by ieveral of his brother’s retinue ; and 
there, on the lame lcaffold, loft his head, with as 
much terror and dejection of fpirit, as Gerard had 
done with courage and refolution. This mightily 
railed the opinion of the Protestor's juft ice, as well, 
as of his power. And ’tis very remarkable, that 
on the very day of this execution, the Portugal am- 
baffador was oblig’d to fign the articles of peace 
between the two nations j whereupon he immedi- 
ately went out of town. 

Jit. Wei- And here Dr. Welwood remarks, “Thatwhat- 

*w<£sre- <c evcr re afon the houfe of Auftria had to hate 
cn 1^°^’ the memory of Cromwell, yet his caufing the 
“ Portugal ambaffador’s brother to .be executed, 
“ notwithftanding his plea of being a publick mi- 
“ nifter as well as his brother, was, near twenty 
‘ “ years after CromwelPs death, brought as a pre- 
“ cedent by the Emperor, to juftify his arrefting 
“ and carrying off the Prince of Furjlenburgb at 
the treaty of Cologne, notwithftanding his being 
“ a plenipotentiary for the Ele&or of that name. 
“ And in the printed manifefto, publilh’d by the 
“ Emperor on that occafion, this piece of Crom- 
“ well's juftice is related at large.” 

The Pro- The Lord Protestor knowing, that tho* he had 
te£tor calls obtain’d the government, it was not confirm’d to 
him by the people, refolv’d, in purfuance of the 
inftrument of government, to liunmon a parliament 
to meet at Wejtminfter on the 3d of September ; and 
accordingly order’d writs to be iffued out for the 
elettion of members to ferve in parliament, after 
the manner laid down in the faid instrument. It 
was his greateft care how to manage this aflembly. 
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fo that they might proceed according to his own 
delires ; but tho’ he had a great influence upon the 
people, and a great awe upon the fheriffs and ma- 
giftrates, and brought the trial of ele&ions into a 
committee of his own council, before' the opening 
of the parliament, yet it prov’d not for his purpofe ; 
as we (hall fee' in the following chapter. 


Chap. IV, , 

His fecond Parliament. 

O N the 3d day of September , tho’ it happen’d to 
be Sunday, the Lord Protedor, who reckon’d 
that his fortunate day, would have the parliament 
open’d : And fo the members, after hearing a fer- 
mon at Weftminfter-abbey , attended his Highnels 
in the Painted Chamber ; where he made a fpeech 
to them, Ihewing the caufe of their fummons •, af- 
ter which, they went to their houfe, and adjourn’d 
to the next day. The Protedor then rode in ftate 
from Whitehall to JVefiminjier- abbey, fome hundreds 
of gentlemen and officers going before uncover’d, 
and next before the coach, his pages and lacqueys 
richly cloath’d : On the one fide of his coach, went 
Strickland, one of his council, and captain of his 
guards, with the matter' of the ceremonies, both on 
foot ; and on the other fide, walk’d colonel Howard 
(afterwards earl of Carlijle ) another captain of the 
guards. His fon Henry and Lambert fat with him 
in the coach, bare-headed. After the coach came 
Claypole , mafter of the horfe, with a gallant led 
horfe, adorn’d with the richeft trappings ; and next 
after him the commifiioners of the great feal, and 
of the treafury, and divers of the council in coaches, 
and the ordinary guards. Being come to the abbey 
door, his Highnefs alighted ; and the officers of the 
army and the gentlemen went firft, next them four 
maces, then the commifiioners of the feal, Whitelock 
■ T carrying 
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1654. carrying the purfe, and Lambert the fword before 
him. His Highneft was feated over-againft the 
pulpit, and the members of parliament plac’d them- 
felves on both fides of him. After the fermon, 
which was ‘preach’d by Mr. 5 Tbo. Goodwin , his 
Highnels went in the fame equipage to the Painted 
Chamber ; where being feated in a chair of ftate fet 
upon fteps, the members fitting upon benches 
* round about, all ’bare, his Highnefs put off his 
hat, and made a long and fubtle fpeech to them, 

. which was in fubltance as follows : 

Hi* fpeech He told them, “ the danger of the Levelling 
to the “ principles, and of the Fifth-monarchy opinions, 
members. « t jie f orm of godlinefs, and the great judgment 
“ that had been upon this nation by ten years civil 
“ w^r. That the two pretenftons, liberty of the 
** fubjeft, and liberty of confcience (two as glorious 
“ things, and as much to be contended for, as any 
“ gift God hath given us,) were brought in to pa- ' 
“ tronize thofe evils. Nay, thefe abominations 
“ fwelled to that height, that the axe was laid to 
“ die root of the miniftry, as Babylonifh and Anti- 
“ chrifiian : And as the extremity was great be- 
“ fore, fo that no man, tho* well approv’d, and 
“ having a good teftimony, might preach, if not 
“'ordain’d} foriow, on the other hand, they will 
“ have ordination put a nullity upon the calling. 

“ I conceive in my very foul, faid be , that ma- 
- ** ny of the Fifth-monarchy opinion have good 
** meanings ; and I hope this parliament will (as 
“ Jude fays, reckoning up the abominable apofta- 
“ cies of the Iaft times) pluck fome out of the 
“ fire, and lave others with fear } making thofe 
“ of peaceable ipirits, the fubjeAs of their encou- 
“ ragement, and faving others by that difciplioe 
u that God hath ordain’d to reform mifcarriages : 

“ The danger of that fpirit being not in the no- 
“ tion, but in its proceeding to a civil tranfgref- 
“ fion } when men come into fuch a practice, as 

“to 
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“ to tell us, that liberty and property are not the 1 £54. 
“ bodies of that kingdom, and that inftead of re- w'y'V, 
“ gulating laws, laws mud be fubverted, and per- 
“ haps the judicial law impofed, or fome fancy 
“ inftead of it (for that was good and honourable 
“ in the inftitution, tho’ now by fome mifapply ’d ;) 

“ efpecially when every ftone is turn’d to bring in 
“ confufion ; this will be a confideration worthy of 
“ the magiftrate. 

“Whilst thefe things were in the midft of 
“ us, and the nation rent and torn from one end 
“ to the other j family againft family, parent a- 
“ gainft child, and nothing in the hearts and minds 
“ of men, but Overturn , Overturn , (a fcripture 
“ very much abus’d and challeng’d by all men of 
“ difcontented ipirits j) that common enemy in 
“ the mean time deeps not ; fwarms of Jefuits 
“ come over, and have their confidories abroad, 

“ to rule all the affairs of England , and the depen- 
dencies thereof: In the mean time vifible en- 
“ deavours were us’d to hinder the work in Irefandi 
“ to obftruCt the work in ■Scotland ; correlponden- 
“ cies and intelligences \yere held to encourage the 
“ war in thofe places. 

“ And withal, we were deeply engag’d in a 
“ war with Portugal , whereby our trade ceas’d y 
** and not only lb, but a war with Holland., which 
“ confutn’d our treafure, as much as the adeffment 
“ came to. At -the fame time we fell into a war 
“ with France , or rather we were in it 5 and all 
“ this fomented by the divifions amongft us, which 
“ begat a confidence, we could not hold out long » 
and the calculation had not been ill, if the Lord 
“ had not been gracious to us. Befides, ftrangers 
“ increafed in the manufacture, the great ftaple 
** commodity of this nation. 

“In fuch an heap of confufion was this poor 
“ nation ; and that it might not fink into a con- ; 

“ fufion from the premifes, a remedy muft be ap- . 

- T 2 - “ pliea : 
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plied : A remedy hath be^n applied, This go- 
vernment. A thing that is feen and read of all, 
and which (let men fay what they will, I can 
fpeak with comfort before a greater than you all, 
as to my intention ; and let men judge out of 
the thing itfelf ) is calculated for the intereft of 
the people, for their intereft alone, and for their 
good, without refpeCt had to any other intereft. 

“ I mly, with humblenefs towards God, and 
modefty before you, fay fomething in the behalf 
of it. 

“ It hath endeavour’d to reform the laws, and 
for that end hath join’d perfons (without refle- 
ction upon any) of as great integrity and ability 
as any other, to confider how the laws might 
be made plain, foort and eafy i which may in 
due time be tendered. 

“ It hath taken care to put into feats of juftice, 
men of the molt known integrity and ability. 

“ The chancery hath been reform’d, and I 
hope to the juft fatisfaCtion of all good men. 
“It hath put a flop to that heady way, for 
every man that will, to make himfelf a preacher, 
having endeavour’d to fettle a way for approba- 
tion of men of piety and fitnefs for the work, 
and the bufinefs committed to perfons both of 
the Prejhyterian and Independent judgment ; men 
of as known ability and integrity, as (I fuppofe) 
any the nation hath, and who (I believe) have 
labour’d to approve themfelves to God and their 
own confciences, in approving men to that .great 
function. 

“It hath taken care to expunge men unfit for 
that work, who have been the common fcom 
“ and reproach to that adminiftration. 

'“ One thing more : It hath been inftrumental 
“ to call a free parliament *, blefied be God, we 
“ fee here this day a free parliament j and that it 
' may continue fo, I hope is in the heart of every 

“ go ** 1 
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“ good man of England : For my own part, as I 1654. 
“ defied it above my life, fo to keep it free, I 
“ (hall value it above my life. 

“ A peace is made with Sweden , (wherein an 
“ honourable perfon [meaning tVhitelock ] was in- 
“ ftrumental) it being of much importance to have 
“ a good underftanding with our P rot eft ant neigh- 
“ hours. 

A peace is alfo made with the Danes, and a 
“ peace there that is honourable, and to the fatis- 
“ taftion of the merchants. 

“The Sound is open to us, from whence, as 
“ from a fountain, our naval proviflons are fup- 
“ plied. 

“ A peace is made with the Dutch , which is 
“ fo well known in the confequences of it, and 
“ the great advantages of a good underftanding 
“ with Proteftant ftates. 

“ I beg that it may be in your hearts to be 
“ zealous of the Proteftant intereft abroad, which 
“ if ever it be like to come under a condition of 
“ fuffering, it is now •, many being banilh’d, and 
“ driven to feek refuge among ftrangers. 

“ A peace is made with Portugal, (though it 
“ hung long) of great concernment to trade and 
“ the people that trade' thither, have freedom to 
“ enjoy their confciences, without being fubjedted 
“ to the bloody inquifition. 

“ A treaty with France lik^wife is nowde- 
“ pending. 

“It may be necefiary, in the next place, for 
“ you to hear a little of the fea affairs, and to 
“ take notice of the great expence of the forces 
“ and fleet ; and yet 30,000 /. is now abated of 
“ the next three months affeffment. 

'“ These things, which I have before men- 
** tioned, are but entrances, and doors of hope ; 

“ you are brought to the edge of Canaan (into 
^ which many that have gone before could not 
T 3 “ enter) 
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1654. “ enter) but if the blefling and prefence of God go 
“ along with you in the management of your af- 
“ fairs, 1 make no queftion but he will enable you 
** to lay the top-ftone of this work. 

** But this is a maxim not to be defpifed, Tbo* 
“ peace be made , yet it is interefi that keeps peace % 
“ and farther than tbat y peaee is not to be trufted. 

“ The great end of calling this parliament, is, 
** that the work of God may go on, that the fhip 
M of this commonwealth may be brought into a 
“ fafe harbour. 

" I lhall put you in mind, that you have a 
u great work upon you ; Ireland to look to, that 
“ the beginning of that government may be fet- 
“ tied in honour. 

“That you have before you, the confidera- 
“ tion of thofe foreign ftates, with whom peace 
“ is not made ; who, if they fee we manage not 
“ our affairs with prudence, as becomes men, will 
“ retain hopes, that we may ftifl, under the diiad- 
“ vantages thereof, break into confufion. 

“ I sh a ll conclude with my perfuafion to you, 
“ to have a fweet, gracious, and holy underfland- 
** ing one of another, and put you in mind of the 
u counfel you heard this day in order thereunto, 

“ And I defire you to believe, that I fpeak 
“ not to you, as one that would be a Lord over 
“ you, but as one that is refolved to be a fellow 
** fervant with you to the intereft of this great af- 
“ fair.” 

Then he wifh’d them to repair to their houfe, 
and exercife their own liberty ' in the choice of 
- their lpeaker. 

Being come to the parliament- houle, they al- 
iki/th/ir* m °ff unanimoufly made choice of the old ipeaker 
lpeaker, Mr. William Lenthal , mafter of the Rolls , to be 
and debate their fpeaker. This done, they prefently took the 
^* rQte< ^ or ’ s inftrument government into confide-. 
-ern- f Wtiou > and the firft debate they fell upon,^ was, Wbe- 
t. . tber 
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tier the fupreme legifiative •power of the nation 1654. 
Jhould he in a ftngle perfon t and a parliament. And v/yg 
here many warm fpeeches were made in direlb op. 
pofition to a Angle perfon ; and one faid, “ That 
“ they could not but difcern the fnares laid to en- 
“ trap the people’s privileges ; and for his own 
“ part, as God had- made him inftrumental in cut- 
“ ting down tyranny in one perfon, fo he could 
** not endure to fee the nation’s liberties (hackled 
“ by another, whofe right to the government 
** could 'be meafur’d out no other ways than by 
“ the length of his fword, which was only that 
“ which emboldened him to command h^S cOm- 
'** minders.” Thefe debates continued for feven 
or eight days together,' to the great grief of the 
Pioteltorians, who to fave themfelves were necef- * 
fitated to find means for protrafting time, and ad- 
journing the houfe, when the queftion was ready 
to be put, becaufe they plainly faw it would be 
carry’d in the negative. 

Hrs Highnefs being inform’d of thefe proceed- The Pro- 
logs, and fearing to have that great queftion put, teft " 
left he fhould be depos’d by a vote of this aflem- P *** 
bly, on the 1 2th of September early in the morn- 
ing, caus’d a guard to be plac’d at the door of the 
houfe, and fent to the lord-mayor to acquaint- 
him with the reafons of what he was about to do, 
that he might prevent any dilbrder. in the city. 

The members coming at the ufual hour, were 
deny’d entrance, and commanded to attend the 
Lord Protestor, in the Painted Chamber ; where 
he fpoke to them as follows : 

He told them, “ That when he met them a Makes a- 
“ few days fince, and deliver’d his mind unto J? 01 * 1 ? 1 
“ them, he" did it with much more hopes and 
“ comfort than now \ and that he was very forry 

to find them falling into heats and divifionsi. 

“ He reprefented to them the mifcarriages of the 
** long parliament , and declar’d, That he had of- 
T 4 “ ten 
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‘ ten prefs’d that aflembly, as a member, to pot 
14 a period to themfelves, telling them, ‘That the 
nation loath'd their fitting \ and when they were 
i4 diffolved, there was no vifible repining at it, 
14 no not fo much as the barking of a dog. He 
14 Ihewed them, by what means he came to the 
t4 government, together with the confent that the 
“ people had many ways given thereunto ; and 
“ laid, that the other day when he told them they 
“ were a free parliament, he did alfo confider, there 
u was a Reciprocation : For that the fame govern- 
44 ment, which made them a parliament, made him 
“ Protestor ; and as they were entrufted with fome 
things, fo he was with others. That there were 
“ fome things in the government fundamental , 
“ which could not be alter’d ; as, 1. 'That the go- 
“ vernment fhould be in one perfon and a parliament. 

2. That parliaments fhould not be made perpetual-, 
14 which would deprive the people of their fuc- 
14 ceffive elections : Nor that the parliament fhould be 
14 always fitting , that is, as foon as one parliament 
“ is up, another fhould come and fit in their 
places the very next day ; which could not be 
without fubjefting the nation to an arbitrary, 
power in governing, becaufe parliaments, when 
they fit, .are abfolute and unlimited. The third 
fundamental was in the matter of the militia : 
For in order to prevent the two aforemention’d 
inconveniencies, the militia was not to be en- 
trufted in any one band or power , but to be fo 
difpofed, that as the parliament ought to have a 
check upon the Prote&or, to prevent excefies in 
him ; fo on the other hand, the Protestor might 
have a check upon the parliament , to prevent 
excefles in them ; becaufe if the militia were 
wholly in the parliament, they might, when they 
would, perpetuate themfelves : But now the 
militia beirig difpofed as it is, the one Bands as 
a counterpoize to the other which renders the 
balance of government the more even, and the 

44 govern* 
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** government itfelf the more firm and liable. 1654. 
“ The fourth fundamental in the government, s/VN 
** was about a due liberty of confcience in matters of 
“ religion ; wherein bounds and limits ought to be 
“ fet, fo as to prevent perfecution. That the reft 
“ of the things in the government were examin- 
“ able, arid alterable, as the occafion and the Hate 
“ of affairs fhould require. That as for a negative 
“ voice y he claimed it not, fave only in the afore- 
“ laid particulars. That in all other things he 
“ had only a deliberative power ; and if he did 
“ not pals fuch laws as were prefented to him, 

“ within twenty days after their prefentment, 

“ they were to be laws without his confent. 

“ Therefore, things being thus, he was forry to 
“ underftand that any of them fhould go about to 
** overthrow what was fo fettled, contrary to 
** their truft received from the people; which 
“ could not but bring on very great inconveni- 
“ encies : To prevent which, he was neceffitated . 

“ to appoint a tejl, or recognition , of the go- 
“ vernment, which was to be fign’d by them, be- 
“ fore they went any more into the houfe.” 

The faid left or recognition was in thefe words : Hcap- 
1 A. B. do hereby freely promife and engage my f elf 
to be true and faithful to the Lord Protestor and a 
the commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land ; and Jhall not (according to the tenour of the 
indenture, whereby 1 am returned to ferve in this 
prefent parliament) propofe , or give any confent to al- 
ter the government , as it is fettled in one fingle per- 
fon, and a parliament. 

This being ingrofs’d in parchment, was laid Which is 
on a table near the door of the houfe, for the ^feveral 
members to fubfcribe before they lhould be qua- members, 
lify’d to fit. Accordingly, within a day or two, 
it was figned by about an hundred and thirty of 
them, and fome days after by above as many more, 
who thergupon took their places in the houfe. 

. ■ ’Tis- 
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’Tis faid, that thofe who refus’d to fubfcribe this 
engagement , Were not only excluded, but fome 
of them taken into cuftody. Major-general Ha'r- 
rifon, the Protestor's late great favourite, was now 
fecur’d by a party of horfe, by hisHighnefs’s order ; 
and colonel Rich, Mr. Cartvo , and others, being 
fummoned before the council, were requir’d to 
furrender their commiffions $ and becaufe they re- 
fus’d to engage not to a& agamft the Lord Prote- 
stor and his government* they were committed to 
prifon. 

A deb ate arifing in the houfe concerning the 
Recognition , it was thereupon declar’d, “ That 
“ it Ihould not be intended to comprehend the 
** whole, contained in the forty-two articles of 
** the injlrument of government, but only that which 
** requir’d the government of the commonwealth 
** to be by a fingle perfon, and fucceffive parlia- 
“ ments.” The great point concerning the fingle 
perjbn being over-rul’d,' the houfe apply*d them- 
felves to the , consideration and debate of the re- 
maining claufes of the infirument of government. 
They declar’d, “ That Oliver Cromwell fhould be 
** Protestor during life ; and limited the number 
** of forces to be kept up in England , Scotland ', and 
“ Ireland , with provifion for the payment of them. 
** They agreed upon the numtxr of fhips, that 
“ they thought neceffary for the guard of the 
“ feas ; and order'd two hundred thoufand pounds 
“ a year for the Protestor's own expenee, the fata- 
“ ries of his council, the judges, foreign intelli- 
“ gence, and the reception of ambalfedors •, and 
** that Whitehall, St. Jatnes's, the Mews, Somcr- 
** fet-honfe , Greenwich , Hdmpton - Court, Wind- 

fir, and the manor of York, be kept unfold 
“ for the Protestor’s ufe. They alfo voted a 
** ciaufe to be inferred, to declare the rights of the 
“ people of England, and particularly, that no 
“ money fhould be raifed upon the nation, but. by 

“ autho. 

Digitized by Google 



\ 

Oliver Cromwell* 283 

“ authority of parliament. And whereas by the 1654. 
“ inftrument of government it was provided, that if 
“ the parliament were not fitting at the death of 
“ the prefent Prote&or, the council fhould chufe 
“ a fucceflbt *, they refolv’d, that nothing fhould 
* l be determin’d by the council after his death, 

“ but the calling of a parliament, who were then 
to confider what they would have done. They 
** alio approv’d and confirm’d the prefent Lord 
“ Deputy of Ireland, the prefent Lords Commif- 
“ fioners of the great feal of England , the com- 
“ mifiioners of the treafury, and the two chief 
“ juftices. Among other things, they debated 
“ the point of liberty of confcience upon the new 
“ government, and agreed to allow it to all, who 
“ pall not maintain Atbeifm, Popery , Prelacy, Pro- 
“ fanenefs, or any damnable Herefies, to be enume<- 
“ rated by the parliament” 

This highly pfeafed fome men ; and it is ob- 
servable, that during thefe debates, the minifters 
were fb forward and zealous, that they propos’d . 

Several fundamentals in religion (viz. their own be- 
lov’d opinions) to the parliament to be eftablifhed 
by them. Thefe debates upon the government 
continued for fome months, in which time alfb the 
houfe took a tranfient view of the Protestor’s own 
ordinances*, particularly, one for paying the mo- 
ney into the treafury, rais’d for the propagation of 
the Gofpel in Wales : Another, to make foldiers 
free in corporations : Another to remove all Scan- 
dalous preachers and minifters ; and a fourth for 
the furveying of King’s and Churches lands. And 
havirtg gone through the inftrument of government, 
they pafs’d this additional vote, That no one claufe , 
of what they had agreed upon, fhould be looPd upon as 
Unding, itnlefs the whole were eonfented to. 

During thefe debates in parliament, an odd A priv*t« 
accident happened to the Proteftor, which very 
much endanger’d his life. He having taken upon te dtor. 

hjmfelf 
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1 654. himfelf the whole government of the nation, and 
twrysj lent amboffadors and agents to foreign kingdoms 
and ftates, was again very much courted by them, 
and prefented'with the rarities of feveral countries > 
and the Duke of Holftein among the reft made him 
a prefent of a gallant fet of grey Friezeland coach- 
horfes. With thele he had a mind to take the air 
in the Park , attended only with his fecretary 
Phurloe and his guards. Being pome into the Park, 
he would needs take the place of the coach-man ; 
- and fo mounting the box, he began to lalh and 
drive them on very furioufly : But the horfes not us’d 
to fuch rough management, ran away with foil 
fpeed, and never Hopp’d, till their , driver was 
thrown with great violence out of the box; with 
which fall his piftol fir’d in his pocket, though he 
had the good fortune to receive no hurt. 

The par- I N the debates upon the government, many 
liament things were faid, which gave great offence to the 
not for his Protestor and his council, and made it plainly ap- 
purpofe. pg arj (jjat th e parliament were pot inclinable to an- 
fwer their whole defire and expectation, and fall in 
with all they defign’d : Hereupon he grew very 
uneafy, till the five months allow’d for their fitting, 
by his own inftrument of government , fhould be ex- 
pir’d. And though the form of government, which 
they had agreed to, differ’d not in any material 
point, from that which himfelf had fet up, unlefs 
it were in referving the nomination of his focceffor 
to die parliament ; yet this one thing was thought 
very difagreeable to him, and fome of his coun- 
cil. However, the difiolution of this afiembly was, 
after much debate in council, refolv’d on ; and fo 
the five months of their feffion, according to the 
foldiers account of twenty-eight days to the month, 

• were no fooner ended, but the members on the 
2 2d of January were requir’d to attend him in 
the Painted-chamber, where he difiolved them with 
this moft tedious and intricate fpeech. 

Qe if- 
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“ Gentlemen, I perceive you are here as 1654. 
H the boufe of parliament , by your Speaker, whom s/vj 
“ I fee here, and by your faces,- which are, in a 
“ great meafure, known to me. ; anddif- * 

“ When I firft met you in this room, it was folve* 

** to my apprehension the hopefulleft day that e- them * 

“ ver mine eyes faw, as to the confederations of 
“ this world : For I did look at (as wrapt up in 
“ you, together with myfelf) the hopes and the 
“ happinefs of (tho’ not of the greateft, yet ave- 
“ ry great, and) the beft people in the world ; 

“ and truly and unfeignedly I thought fo ; as a 
“ people that have the higheft and cleared profef- 
“ fion amongft them of the greateft glory (to wit) 

“ religion ; as a people that have been like other 
“ nations, Sometimes up and Sometimes down', in 
“ our honour in the world, and, yet never So low, 

“ but we might meafure with other nations ; and 
“ a people that have had a ftamp upon them from 
“ God, God having (as it were) Summed all our 
“ former glory and honour, in the things that are 
“ of glory to nations, in an Epitome^ within thefe 
“ ten or twelve years laft paft ; fo that we knew 
“ one another, at home, and are well known a- 
“ broad. 

“ And (if I be not very much miftaken) we 
“ were arriv’d (as I, and truly, as I believe, ma- 
“ ny others did think) at a very Safe port, where 
“ we might fit down, and contemplate the difpen- 
“ fations of God, and our mercies not to have 
“ been like to thofe of the antients, who did make 
“ out their peace and profperity, as they thought, 

“ by their' own endeavours j who could not fay, 

“as we, that all ours were let down to us from 
“ God himfelf, whofe appearances and providences 
“ amongft us are not to be out-match’d in any 
“ ftory. 

Truly this was our condition, and I know 
“ nothing elfe we had to do, Save as Ifrael was 

“ com- 
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“ commanded, in that moft ejccellfiit P/alm of 
“ David, Pfalm Ixxviji. ver. 4, 5, 6, y.Tbe things 
“ w bkb we have beard and known, and our fathers 
“ have told us, we will not bide them from their 
“ tbildren, Jhewhng to the generation to come the 
“ praife of the fjord, and his firengtb, and Us won - 
“ derful works which he bath done-, for be efiabli/b’d 

a tejimony in Jacob, and appointed a law ** Ifrael, 

“ wbieb be commanded our fathers that they Jhould 
“ make them known to their cUldren, that the gene* 

<* ration to come might. know them, even the children 
“ that Jhould be born, who jhould arife and declare 
“ them to their eUldren , that they might fet their 
“ hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but 
“ keep bis commandments. 

“ This, I thought, had been a long and a work 
“ worthy of England, w hereunto you might have 
“ happily invited them, had you had hearts un- 
“ to it. 

“ You had this opportunity fairly deliver’d un- 
“ to you ; and if a hiftory (hall be written of thefe 
** times, and of tranfadtions, it will be faid (it will 
** not be denied) but that thefe things I have Ipo- 
“ ken arc true. 

“ This ’Talent was put into your hands, and I 
“ (hall recur to that which I faid at the firft: I 
“ came with very great joy, and contentment, and 
“ comfort, the firft time I met you in this place \ • 
** but we and thefe nations are, for the prefent, 

“ under fome difappointment. If I had purpos’d 
“ to have play’d the orator, which I did never . 
“ affe<5t,nor do, nor I hope (hall, I doubt not but 
“ upon eafy fuppofitions, which I am perfuaded 
“ every one of you will grant, we did meet upon 
“ fuch hopes as thefe. 

“ I met you a fecond time here, and I confefs 
“ at that meeting I had much abatement of my 
“ hopes, tho’ not a total fruftration. I confefs, 

“ that that which dampt my hope? lb foon, was 

“ fome- 
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«‘fomewhat that did look like a paricide. . Ijt is 1654. 
“ obvious enough unto you, tnat the management '✓W 
“ of affairs did favour of a not- owning* too too 
“ much favour, I fay, of a not-owmng the authority 

* ‘ that called you hither ; but God left us not with- 
“ out an expedient, that gave a fecond pojfibility. 

«« Shall 1 fav a pqffibUhy ? It feemed.to. me a pro- 

lability of recovering out of that diffatisfied con- 
“ dition we were all then in, cowards fome mo- 
“ tuality of fatisfaliien ; and therefore by that re- 
“ cognition fuiting with the indenture that return'd 
“ you hither, to which afterwards alfb was added 
“ your own declaration, conformable to, and in 
“ acceptance of that expedient j whereby you had 
“ (tho' with a little check) another opportunity 
“ renew’d unto you, to have made this nation as 
“ happy as it could have been, if every thing 
“ had fmoothly run on from the firft hour of your 
“ meeting. 

“ And indeed (you will give me liberty of my 
“ thoughts and hopes) I did think, as I have for- 
“ merly found in that way that I have been enga- 
** ged as a foldier, that’ fome affronts put upon 
“ us, fome difafters at the firft have made way for 
“ very great and happy fucceffes. 

“ And I did not at all dejpond , but the flop put 
“ upon you, would in like manner have made 
“ way for a blefling from God, that that Inter- 
“ ruption being as I thought, necefiary to divert 
“ you from deftrudtive and violent proceedings, 

“ to give time for better deliberations ; whereby 

* “ leaving the government as you found it, you 
“ might have , proceeded to have made thofe good 
“ and wholefome laws which the people expected 
** from you i and might have anfwerd the grie- 
“ vances and fettled thofe other things proper to 
“ you as a parliament, and for which you would 
“ have had thanks from all that intrufted you. 

“ What 
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1654. ** What hath happen’d fince that time, I 

“ have not taken publick notice of, as declining 
“ to intrench upon parliament privileges •, for Jure 
“I am, you will all bear me witnels that from 
“ your entering into the houfe upon the Recogni- 
. “ tion, to this very day, you .have had no manner 
** of interruption or hindrance of mine, in pro- 
“ ceeding to that blefied iffue the heart of a good 
“ man could propofe to himfelf, to this very day. 

“ You fee you have me very much lock’d up, 

. “ as to what you tranfa&ed among yourfelves, 
“ from that time to this ; but fomething I lhall 
** take liberty to fpeak of to you. As I may not 
“ take notice what you have been doing, fo I think 
“ I have very great liberty to tell you that I do not 
“ know what you have been doing: I do not know 
• “ whether you have been alive or dead: I have 
“ not once heard from you in all this time ; I have 
“ not, and that you all know : If that be a fault that 
“ I have not, furely it hath not been mine. 

“ If I have had any melancholy thoughts , and 
“ have fat down by them, why might it not have 
“ been very lawful to me, to think that I was a 
“ perfon judg’d unconcern'd in all thefe bufinefles ? 

- “ I can allure you, I have not reckon’d myJelf, 
“ nor did I reckon myfelf unconcerned in you ; and 
“ fo long as any juft patience could fupport my ex- 
“ pedbation, I would have waited to the uttermoft 
“ to have receiv’d from you, the ifiues of your 
“ confultations aad refolutions ", I have been careful 
of your fafety, and the fafety of thofe that you re- 
“ prefented, to whom I reckon myfelf a fervant. 

“ But what meflages have I difturb’d you with- 
“ al ? What injury or indignity hath been done or 
** offer’d, either to your perfons, or to any pri- 
“ vileges of parliament, fince you fat ? I look at 
“ myfelf as ftri< 5 tly oblig’d by my oath, fince your 
“ recognizing the government, in the authority of 
which you were call’d hither, and lat, to give 

“ you 
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“ you all .polfible fecurity, and to keep you from 
“ any unparliamentary interruption. 

“ Think you I could not lay more upon this 
“ fubje&, if I lifted to expatiate thereupon ? But 
“ becaufe my aftions plead for the, I fhall fay no 
** more of this. 

“ I say, I have been caring for you, your quiet 
“ fitting, caring for your privileges (as I faid be- 
** fore) that they might not be interrupted ; have 
“ been feeking of God, from the great God, a 
“ blejfing upon you, and a blejfing upon thefe na- 
“ tions ; I have been confulting, if pofiibly I 
“ might in any thing promote, in my place, the 
“ real good of this parliament, of the hopefulnels 
“of which I have faid fo much unto you. 

“ And I did think it to be my bufinefs, rather 
“ to lee the utmoft iffue, and what God would 
“ produce by you, than unfeafonably to intermed- 
<e die with you. But, as I faid before, I have been 
“ caring for you, and for the peace and quiet of 
“ the nations, indeed I have, and that I fhall a lit- 
“ tie prefently manifeft unto you. 

“ And it te^deth me to let you know lbme- 
“ what that I fear, 1 fear will be thro’ feme in- 
“ terpretation, a little too juftly put upon you, 
“ whilft you have been employ’d as you have been 
“ (and in all that time exprefied in the govern-' 

ment, in that government, I fay, in thatgovern- 
“ ment) brought forth nothing that you yourfelves 
“ can be taken notice of without infringement of 
“ your privileges. 

“ I will tell you fomewhat, that (if it be not 
“ news to you) I wilh you had taken very ferious 
“ confideration of ; if it be news, I wilh l had ac- 
“ quainted you with it .fooner •, and yet if any 
“ man will alk me why I did not, the reafon is 
“ given already, becaufe I did make it my bufi- 
“ nels to give no interruption. 

U “ Thbr* 
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2go - "The L I F E of 

1654. - ** THEREbe fome trees that will not grow un- 

v/vj “ der the lhadow of other trees •, there be fome 
“ that chufe (a man may fay fo by way of allu- 
“ fion) to thrive under the Jhadow of other trees ; 
“ I will tell you what hath thriven , 1 will not fay 
“ what you have cherijh'd under your jhadow*, that 
“ were too hard. Inftead of the peace and jettle- 
“ ment, inftead of mercy and truth being brought 
“ together, righteoufnefs and peace kijfing each other , 
“ by reconciling the honeft people of thefe na- 
“ tions, and fettling the woful diftempers that are 
u amongft us (which had been glorious things, 
“ and worthy of Chriftians to have propos’d) 
** weeds and nettles, briars and thorns have thriven 
“ under your jhadow. Difiettlement and divifions, 
“ difcontenttncnt and diflatisfa&ion, together with 
“ real dangers to the whole, has been more mul- 
“ tiplied within thefe jive months of your fitting, 
** than in fome years before. 

“ Foundations have been allb laid for the 
“ future renewing the troubles of -thefe nations, by 
“ all the enemies of it abroad and at home ; Jet not 
“ thefe words feem too fharp, fot- they are true, 
“ as any mathematical demonftrations are or can be ; 
“ I fay, the enemies of the peace of thefe nations 
“• abroad and at home, the difcontented humours 
“ throughout thefe nations, which I think no man 
“ will grudge to call by that name, or to make to 
“ allude to briars and thorns , they have nourifh’d 
“ themfelves under your jhadow. 

“ And that I may be clearly underftood, they 
** have taken the opportunities from your jilting, 
“ from the hopes they had, which with eafycon- 
“ jefture they might fake up, and conclude, that 
“ there would be no jettlement , and therefore they 
“ have framed their dejigns » preparing for the cx- 
“ ecution of them accordingly. 

Now whether (which appertains not to me 
* ** to judge of on their behalf) they had any occa- 

“ fion 
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** fion minifter’d for this, and from whence they 
“ had it, I lift not to make any fcrutiny pr- fearch ; 
“■'but I will fay this, I think they had them not 
“ from me, I am fure they had not ; from whence 
“ they had it, is not ray bufinefs now to dif- 
“ courfe, but that they had, is obvious to every 
“ man’s fen fe. • . 

“ What preparations they have made to exe- 
“ cute in luch a feafon as they thought fit to take 
“ their opportunity from, that I know (not as men 
“ know things by conjecture, but) by certain de- 
“ monftrable knowledge, that they have been (for 
“ feme time paft) furnilhing themfelves with arms, 
nothing doubting byt that they fhbuld have a 
“ day for it, and verily believing that whatfoever 
** their former difappointments were, they Ihould 
“ have more done tor them, by and from our own 
“ divifions , than they were able to do for them- 
“ felves. I doubt not, and I defire to be underftood 
** fo, that in all I have to fey on this fubjeCt, you 
will take it that I have no refervation in my 
** mind to mingle things of guefs and fufpiciott 
“ with things of fact, but the things I am telling 
** are faft, things of evident demonflration, 

“ These weeds , briars and thorns, they have 
“ been preparing, and have brought their defigns 
“ to feme maturity, by the advantages given to 
** them, as afbrefaid, from your fitting and proceed- 
“ ings ; but by the waking eye that watched over 
“ that caufe that God will blefs, they, have been 
ft and yet are difappointed. And having mention’d 
** that caufe , I fay, that flighted caufe, let me fpeak 
•** a few words in behalf thereof (tho* it may leem 
“ too long a digreffion :) Whofoever defpifeth it, 
“ and will fey it is Non caufa pro caufa, the all- 
“ fearching eye before nfention’d will find out 
“ that man, and will judge him, as one that re- 
** gardeth not the works of God, nor the opera- 
“ lions of his hands, for which God hath threaten’d 
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“ that he will caft men down, and not build them 
“ up i that becaufe he can difpute, and tell us, 
“ he knew not where the caufe begun,, or where 
“ it is, but modelleth it according to his own in- 
“ telledt, and fubmits not to the appearances of 
“ God in the world, therefore he lifts up his heel 
>“ againft God, and mocketh at all his providences, 
“ laughing at the obfcrvations made up not with- 
“ out reafon and the fcriptures, but by the quick- 
“ ening and teaching fpirit, which gives life to 
** the other, calling fuch observations enthufiafms. 
“ Such men, I fay, no wonder if they ftuinble 
“ and fall backward, and be broken, and fnared, 
“ and taken, by the things of which they are fo 
“ malicioufly and wilfully ignorant. The fcrip- 
“ tures fay, The rod hath a voice, and he will 
“ make himfelf known, and he will make himfelf 
“ known by the judgments which he executeth ; 
“ and do we not think he will, and does by the 
“ providences of mercy and kindnefs which he 
“ hath for his people, and for their juft liberties, 
“. whom he loves as the apple of bis eye ? Doth he 
“ not by them manifeft himfelf ? And is he not 
“ thereby alfo fcen, giving kingdoms for them, giv- 
“ ing men for them, and people for their lives? as 
“ it is in the 43d of Ifaiah . Is not this as fair a 
“ le&ure, and as clear fpeaking, as any thing our 
“ dark reafon left to the letter of the fcriptures , 
“ can collect from them. By this voice has God 
“ fpoken very loud on the behalf of his people, by 
“ judging their enemies in the late war, and tefto- 
“ ring them a liberty to worlhip with the freedom 
“ of their confidences , and freedom in their ejlates 
“ and perfons , when they do fo. And thus we have 
“ found the caufe of God by the works of God, 
“ which are the teftimony of God, upon which rock 
*“ whofoever fplits, fhall fuffer fhipwreck. 

“ But it is our glory, and it is mine, if I have 
** any in the world, concerning the interejl of thofe 

“ that 
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41 that have an intereft in a better world : It is-my 
%t glory, that I know a caufe, which yet we have 
“ not loft, but do hope we fliall take a little plea- 
“ fure rather to lofe our lives than lofe. But you 
** will excufe this long digreflion. 

'**. I fay unto you, whilft you have been in the 
“ midftof thefe tranf actions, that party, that cava- 
“ Her ■party (1 could wilh fome of them had thruft 
“ in here to have heard what I lay) the cavalier 
“ party have been defigning and preparing to put 
“ this nation in blood again with a witnefs ; but 
“ becaufe I am confident there are none of that 
** fort here, therefore I fhall fey the lefs to that ; 
** only this I muft tell you, they have been making 
** great preparations of arms, and I do believe, will 
“ be made evident to you, that they have raked 
“ out many thoufends of arms, even all that this 
“ city could afford, for divers months laft paft. 

“ But it will be laid. May we not arm our* 
“ felves for the defence of our houfes ? Will any 
“ body find fault for that ? No, for that, the rea- 
“ fon of their doing fo hath beenas-explicit, and 
** under as clear proof, as the fa<5t of doing fo, for 
** which I hope, by thtjujlice of the land, fome 
** will, in the face of the nation, anfwer it with 
44 their lives, and then the bufinefs will be pretty 
“ well out of doubt. 

“ Banks of money have been framing for thefe, 
“ and other fuch like ufes ; letters have been iffued 
** with privy feals, to as great perfons as moft are 
“ in the nation, for the advance of monies, which 
“ have been dif cover* d to us by the perfons them- 
“ felves ; commiflions for regiments of borfe and 
“ foot, and command of caftles, have been likewife 
44 given from Charles Stuart , fince your fitting ; 
“ and what the general infolences of that party 
“ have been, thehoneft people have been fenfible 
of, and can very well teftify. 
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“ It hath not been only thus •, but as in a quin- 
“ zy or plurify , where the humour ftxeth in one 
*.* part, .give it-fcope, it will' gather to that place, 
“ to the hazarding of the whole and it is natural 
“ todofo, till it deftroy nature, in that^r/o# on 
“ whomfoever this befals. 

“ So likewife will thofe difeafes take accidental 
“ caufes of aggravation of their diftemper •, and 
“ this was that which I did affert, that they have 
“ taken accidental caufes, for the growing and in- 
** creafing of thofe diftempers, as much as would 
“ have been in the natural body, if timely remedy 
** were not applied. And indeed, things were 
“ come to that pafs .(in refped of which I fliaH 
“ give you a particular account) that no mortal 
“ phyfician, if the great phyfician had not ftept 
“ in, could have cured the diftemper. 

“ Shall I lay this upon your account, or my 
“ own ? I am fure I can lay it upon God’s ac- 
“ count, that if he had not ftept in, the difeafe 
“ had been mortal and deftru&ive ; and what is 
“ all this? Truly 1 muft needs fay, a company of 
men, ftill like briars and thorns, and worfe, if 
“ Worfe can be, of another fort than thofe before 
“ mention’d to you, have been, and yet are, en- 
“ deavouring to put us into blood, and into con- 
“ fofion, more defperate and dangerous confufton 
“ than England ever yet faw. 

“ And I muft fay, as when Gideon command- 
“ ed his fon to fall upon Zeba and Zalmunna , and 
“ flay them, they thought it more noble to die by 
“ the hand of ar man, than of a (tripling •, which 
“ lhews, there is fome contentment in the hand 
“ by which a man falls *, fo it is fome fatisfaftioo, 
%i if a commonwealth muft perifli, that it perifh by 
“ men, and not by the hands of perfons differing 
“ little from beafts ; that if it muft needs fuffer, 
“ it fliould rather fuffer from rich men, than from 
** poor men, whq, as Solomon fays, when they op* 
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“ prefs, they leave nothing behind them, but are 
“ as fweeping rain. 

“ Now, fuch as thefe alfo are grown up un- 
“ der your (hadow. But it will be alked, what 
“ have they done ? I hope, tho’ they pretend the 
“ commonwealths intereft, they have had no en- 
“ couragement from you, but that as before, ra- 
** ther taken it, than that you have adminifter’d 
“ any caufe unto them for fo doing, from delays, 
“ from hopes that this parliament would not fet- 
“ tie, from pamphlets, mentioning ftrange votes 
“ and refolves of yours, which I hope did abufe 
“ you. Thus you fee, whatever the grounds were 
“ thefe have been the effedts. And thus I have 
“ laid thefe things before you, and others will be 
“ eafily able to judge how far you are corfcern’d. 

“ And what have thefe men done ? They haye 
“ alfo labour’d to pervert where they could, and 
“ as they could, the honeft-meaning people of the 
“ nation ; they have labour’d to engage fome in 
“ the army *, and I doubt, that not only they, but 
“ fome others alfo, very well known to you, have 
“ helped in this work of debauching and dividing 
“ the army *, they have, they have ; I would 'be 
“ loth to fay, who, where, and how, much more 
“ loth to fay, they were any of your own number, 
“ but I can fay, endeavours have been us’d to put 
“ the army into a diftemper, and to feed that 
“ which is the worft humour in the army, which 
“ tho’ it was not a mattering humour, yet thefe 
“ took their advantage from a delay of the fettle- 
“ ment, and the pradtices before mention’d, and 
“ flopping to pay off the army, to run us into 
“ free quarter, and to bring us into the inconve- 
“ niencies mod to be fear’d and avoided. 

“ What if I am able to make it appear in 
“ fadt, that fome amongft you have run into the 
“ city of London to permade to petitions and ad- 
“ drefies to you for reverfing your own votes that 
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“ you have paffed ? Whether thefe pradHces were 
“ in favour of your liberties,' or tended to beget 
“ hopes of peace and fettlement from you ; and 
“ whether debauching the army in England ’, as is 
“ before exprefled, and ftarving it, and putting it 
“ upon free quarter, and occafioning and neceffi- 
taring the greateft part thereof in Scotland , to 
“ march into England , leaving the remainder 
“ thereof to have their throats cut there, and 
“ kindling by the reft a fire in our own bofoms, 
“ were for the advantage of affairs here, let the 
** wprld judge. 

“ This I tell you alfo, that the correfpondency 
f ‘ held with the intereft of cavaliers, by that 
“ party of men, called Levellers , and who call 
“ themfelves commonwealth* s-men ; whofe declara- 
tions were framed to that purpofe, and ready 
to be publifhed at the time of their common 
“ rifing, whereof we are pofleifed * and for which 
,c we have the confeflion of themfelves now ip 
** cuftody ; who confefsalfo they built their hopes 
** upon the aflurance they had of the parliament’s 
not agreeing to a fettlement \ whether thefe 
“ humours have not nouriihed themfelves under 
“ your boughs, is the fubjedt of my prefent dif- 
“ courfe, and 1 think I fay not amifs if I affirm 
“ it to be fo. 

“ And I muft fay it again, that that which 
** hath been their advantage, thus to raife diftur- 
“ bance, hath been by the lofs of thofe golden 
opportunities, that God had put into your hands, 
“ for fettlement. Judge you whether thefe things 
“ were thus or no ; when you firft fat down I am 
ft fure things were not thus j there was very great 
“ peace and fedatenefs throughout thefe nations, 
“ and great expedtations of a fettlement, hrhich I 
remember’d to you at the beginning of my 
fpeech, and hoped that you would have entered 
1* Upop your bufinefs as you found it. 
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** There was a government in the poffeffion 1654. 
“ of the people, I fay a government in the pof- v ✓NTNrf 
“ feffion of the people, for many months, it hath 
“ now been exerciled near fifteen months ; and if 
“ it were needful that I fhould tell you how it 
“ came into their poffeffion, and how willingly 
. “ they received it *, how all law and juftice were 
“ diftributed from it, in every refpett, as to life, 

** liberty and eftate ; how it was owned by God, 

“ as being the difpenfarion of his providence af- 
“ ter twelve years war, and fealed and witnefied 
“ unto by the people ; I fhould but repeat what I 
“ faid in my laft fpeech made unto you in this 
“ place, and therefore I forbear. 

“ When you were enter’d upon thisgovern- 
ment, raveling into it (you know I took no no- 
f ‘ tice what you were doing) if you had gone 
“ upon that toot of account, to have made fuch 
** good and wholefome provifions for the good of 
“ the people of thefe nations, for the fettling of 
“ fuch matters in things of religion as would have 
“ upheld and given countenance to a godly mitti- 
“ firy, and yet would have given a juft liberty 
“ to godly men of different judgments, men of the 
“ fame faith with them that you call the orthodox 
“ miniftry in England , as it is well known the In- 
dependants are, and many under the form of 
“ Bqptifm , who are found in the Faith, only may 
“ perhaps be different in judgment in fbme lefler 
“ matters, yet as true Cbriftians , both looking 
at falvation only by faith in the blood of Christ , 

“ men profeffing the fear of God, having recourfe 
“ to the name of God, as to a firong tower ; I fay, 

“ you might have had opportunity to have fettled 
“ peace and quictnefs amongft all profeffing godli- 
-* f nefs, and might have been inftrumental, if not 
“ to have healed the breaches, yet to have kept 
** the godly of all judgments from running one 
U| 30 f) another, and by keeping them from being 
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1 654. ** over-run by a common enemy, rendered them 
r v/V*^ xt an ^ thefe nations, both fecure, happy, and well 
“ fatisfied. 

“ Are thefe things done? Or any thing to- 
, ** wards them ? Is there not yet upon the fpirits 
“ of men a ftrange itch ? Nothing will fatisfy 
** them, unlefs they can put their fingers upon 
** their brethrens consciences , to pindi them there. 
“ To do this, was no part of the conteft we had 
“ with the common adverfary ; for Religion was 
“ not the thing at the firft contefted for •, but 
■** God ha-ought it to thart iffue at laft, and gave it 
“ in to us by way of Redundancy , and at laft it 
“ proved to be that which was moft dear to us ; 
“ and wherein confided this, more than in obtain- 
“ ing that liberty from the tyranny of the Rijbops , 
“ to all fpecies of P rot ejt ants, to worftup God ac- 
“ cording to their own light and cotSdence ? For 
“ want of which, many of our brethren forfook. 
“ their native Countries t to feek their bread from 
“ JlrangerSy and to live in bowling WilderneSfes ; 
“ and for which alfo, many that remained here, 
“ were impriSonedy and otherwife abuSed , and made 
** die fcorn of the nation. 

“ Those that were S ot *nd in . the Faitby how 
“ proper was it for them to labour for liberty , for 
“ a juft liberty , that men Ihould not be trampled 
“ upon for their consciences ? Had not they la- 
“ bour’d but lately under the weight of persecutions, 
4 ‘ and was it fit for them to Jit beavp upon others? 
“ Is it ingenuous to alk liberty, and not to give 
** it? What greater hypocrify, than for thofe 
“ who were opprefled by the Bijhopsy to become 
“ the greateft oppreSfors themfelves,. fo foon as 
** their yoke was removed ? I could wifh that they, 
“ who call for liberty now alfo, had not too much 
of that Spirit if the power were in their hands. 

“ As for profane perfons , blaSphemers , fuch as 
preach Sedition, the contentious nailers, evil Jpeak- 

“ ers. 
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4t ers, who feek by evil words to corrupt good 1654. 
“ manners, perfons of loofie converfations j punifth 
“ went from the dvil magifirate ought to be meet 
“ with them ; becaufe rf thefe pretended confci- 
“ ence, yet walking diforderly , and not according, 

but contrary to the Gofpel and even to natural 
** light , they are judg’d of all, and their fins be* 

“ ing open, makes them fubjedts Of the ma* 

“ giftrate’s fword, who ought not to hear it in 
“ vain. 

“ The difcipline of the army was fuch, that a 
** man would not be fuffered to remain there, ©f 
“ whom we could take notice he was guilty of fuch 
** practices as thefe : And therefore how happy 
“ would England have been, and you, and I,, if 
“ the Lord had led you on to have fettled upon 
“ fuch good accounts as thefe are, and to have 
4 * dificountenanced fuch practices as the other, and 
“ left men in difputable things free to their own 
“ confidences, which was well provided for by the 
<l government, and liberty left to provide againft 
“ what was apparently evil ? 

“ Judge you, whether the contefiing for things 
“ that were provided for by this government hath 
“ been profitable expence of time tor the good rf 
** thefe nations ? By means whereof, you may fee 
“ you have wholly elapfed your time, and done 
** juft nothing. 

“ I Will fay this to you in behalf of the long 
“ parliament, that had fuch an expedient as this 
“ government been propofed to them, and that 
“ they could have feen the caufe of God thus 
“ provided for, and had by debates beenenlight- 
“ ned in the grounds by which the difficulties 
“ might have been cleared, and the reafon of the 
“ whole inforced, the circumflances of time and 
“ perfions , with the temper and difipofition of the 
“ people , and affairs both abroad and at home, 
fC when it was undertaken, well weighed fas well 

“ as 
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1654. “ as they were thought to love their feats) I 
l/VN* 44 think in my confidence that they would have 
“ proceeded in another manner than you have 
44 done, and not have expofed things to thole 
** difficulties and hazards they now are at, nor 
44 given occalion to leave the people fo diffiettled as 
44 now they are, who, I dare fay, in the fbbereft, 
“ and moft judicious part of them, did expert, 
44 not a quejlioningy but a doing things in purfu- 
44 ance of the government ; and, if I be not mif- 
44 informed, very many of you came up with this 
44 falisfaftion , having had time enough to weigh 
44 and confider the fame. 

“ And when I fay, fuch an expedient as this 
“ government is, wherein I dare aflert there is a 
44 juft liberty to the people of God, and the juft 
, “ rights of the people in thefe nations provided 
“ for, I can put the iffue thereof upon the cleareft 
44 reafon, whatfoever any go about to fuggeft to 
44 the contrary. 

44 But this not being the time and place of 
44 fuch an averment , for fatisfa&ion fake herein, 

- 44 enough is laid in a book, entituled, A true Jlate 
44 of the cafe of the commonwealth , &c. publifhed 
44 in January 1653. (And for myfelf, I defire not 
44 to keep it an hour longer than I may preferve 
44 England in its juft rigbfs , apd may proteEl the 
44 people of God in fuch a juft liberty of their con- 
44 fciences , as I have already mentioned.) And 
44 therefore if this parliament have judged things 
“ to be otherwife than as I have ftated them, it had 
44 been huge friendlinefs between perfons that had 
44 fuch a Reciprocation , and in to great concern- 
44 ments to the publick, for them to have convinc’d 
44 me in what particulars therein my error lay, of 
44 which 1 never yet had a word from you. But 
44 if inltead thereof, your time has been fpent in 
44 felting up fomewhat elfe upon another bottom 
14 than this ftands, that looks as if a laying grounds 

44 of 
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** of a quarrel had rather been defigned, than to 1654. 
“ give the people fettlement *, if it be thus, it is VyV 
“ well your labours have not arrived to any ma- 
“ turity at all. 

“ This government called you hither, the con- 
“ ftitution whereof being fo limited, a Jingle per- 
“ fon and a parliament , and this was thought moft 
“ agreeable to the general fenfe of the nation, 

“ having had experience enough by trial of other 
“ conclufions, judging this moft likely to avoid 
“ the extremes of Monarchy on the one hand, 

** and "Democracy on the other, and yet not to 
“ found dominium in gratia. And if fo, then cer- 
“ tainly to make it more than a notion, it was 
“ requifite that it Ihould be as it is in the govern- 
“ ment, which puts it upon a true and equal ha- ' 

“ lance. It has been already fubmitted to' the ju-» 

“ dicious honeft people of this nation, whether 
“ the balance be not equal, and what their judg- 
“ ment is, is vifible by fubmijfton to it, by acting 
“ upon it, by refraining their truftees from med- 
“ dling with it ; and it neither aiks nor needs 
“ any better ratification. But when truftees in 
** parliament (hall by experience find any evil in ' 
“ any parts of the government , referred by the 
“ government itfelf to theconfideration of the Pro* 

“ te£tor and Parliament (of which time itfelf will 
“ be the beft difeoverer) how can it be reafonably 
“ imagin’d, that a perfon or perfons coming in 
“ by election, and ftanding under luch obligations , 

“ and lb limited , and fo neceflitated by oath to go- 
“ vem y for the people’s good, and to make their 1 
“ love, under God, the beft under-propping, and 
“ his beft intereft to him how can it, I fay, be 
** imagin’d that the prelent or fucceeding Pro- 
“ teftors will refufe to agree to alter any fuch 
“ thing in the government that may be found to 
“ be for the good of the people, or to recede from 
“ any thing which he might be convinced cafts the 

« ha- 
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M balance too much to the fingle per/on ? And 
** although for the prefent, the keeping up, and 
“ having in his power th a militia, feems the mod 
“ hard, yet if it fhould be yielded up at fuch a 
“ time as this, when there is as muchneed to keep 
“ this caufe by it (which is moil evidently at 
“ this time impugned by all the enemies erf" it) as 
“ there was to get it, what would become of all? 
* Or if it Ihould not be equally placed in him 
** and the parliament, but yielded up at any time, 
“ it determines his power, either for doing the 
good he ought, or hindering parliaments from 
u perpetuating themfelves, or from impofmg what 
** religions they pleafe on the conferences of men, 
** or what government they pleafe upon the nation, 
“ thereby fubjettiag us to diffittlement in every 
M parliament , and to the defperate confequences 
•* thereof •, and if the nation fhall happen to fall 
** into a bleffed peace, how eafily and certainly 
“ will their charge be taken off, and their forces 
“ be difbanded, and then 'where will the danger 
4 * be to have the militia thus ftated ? 

“ What if I Ihould fay, if there (hould be a 
** difproportion or difequality as to the power, it 
“ is on the other hand ? And if this be fo, where- 
“ in have you had caufe to quarrel ? What de- 
“ monftrations have you held forth to fettle me 
“ to your opinion ? Would you had made me fo 
** happy as to let me have known your grounds. 
“ I have .made a free and ingenuous confeffion of 
** my faith to you, and could have wifhed it had 
** been in your hearts to have agreed that feme 
“ friendly and cordial debates might have been 
“ towards mutual convittion*, was there none 
** amongft you to move fuch a thing? No fitnefs 
** to liften to it ? No defire of a right underftand- 
“ ing ? If it be not folly in me to liften to tbwn- 
*' talk, fuch things have been propofed, and re- 
** jetted with ftiffnefs and feverity, once and 

** again i 

Digitized by Google 



Oliver Cromwell. 303 

“ agaid *, was it not likely to have been more ad- 1654. 

vantagious to the good of this nation ? I will y/yg; 
“ fay this to you for myfelf, and to that I have 
“ my confcience as a thoufand witnefles, and I have 
“ my comfort and contentment in it, and I have 
the witnels of divers here, that I think truly 
** fcorn to own me in a lye, that I would not have 
been averfe' to any alteration, of the good of 
* c which I might have been convinc’d, although I 
“ could not have agreed to the taking it off the 
“ foundation on which it ftands, viz. The accept a* 

** turn and confent of the people. 

“ I wi l l not prefage what you have been about, 

“ or doing in all this time, nor do I love to make 
“ conjectures ; but 1 muft tell you this, that as I 
“ undertook this government in the ftmplkity of. 

“ my heart, and as before God, and to do the 
“ part of an honeft man, and to be true to the 
intereft which in my confidence is dear to many 
** of you (though it is not always underftood what 
“ God in his wifdom may hide from us, as to 
44 peace and lettlement) fo I can fey that no par- 
44 tkular intereft, either of my felf, efiate , honour , 

44 or family, are, or have been prevalent with me to 
44 this undertaking. 

“ For if you had upon the old government 
44 offer’d to me this one thing ; I fpeak, as thus 
“ advifed, and before God, as having, been to 
“ this day of this opinion, and this hath been my 
“ conftant judgment , well known to many that 
44 hear me fpeak j if this one thing had been in- 
44 ferted, that one thing, that this government 
“ fhould have been, and placed in my family 
44 hereditary, I would have reje&ed it, * and I 
44 could have done no other, according to my 

* Ludlow ohferves here, that in this he flattered the ambi- 
tion of major -genera) Lambert, and kept him in expe&ation 
of fucceedmg him, and fo fecnred his affiflance in carrying on 
his dcfigns. 

“ prefcnt ■ 
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1654.. “ prefent confcietice and light. I will tell you my 
“ reafon, though I cannot tell what God will do 
“ with me, nor you, nor the nation, for throw- 
“ ing away precious opportunities committed to 
“us. 

“ This hath been my principle, and I liked 
“ it when this government came firft to be pro- 
“ pofed to me, that it put us off that hereditary 
“ way, well looking, that as God had declared 
“ what government he had delivered to the Jews, 
“ and placed it upon fuch perfons as had been in- 
“ ftrumental for the conduct and deliverance of 
“ his people ; and confidering that promife in 
“ Ifaiab , that God would give rulers as at the 
'* firjl, and judges as tit the beginning ; I did not 
“ know, but that God might begin, and though 
“ at prefent with a moft unworthy perfon , yet as 
“ to the future, it might be after this manner, 
“ and I thoughtthis might uiher it in. I am fpeak- 
“ ing as to my judgment againft making it beredi- 
“ tdry, to have men chofen for their love to God , 
“ and to truth and juftice , and not to have it 
“ hereditary ; for as it is in Ecclefiajles, Who know - 
“ etb whether be may beget a fool or wife , honed or 
“ not ? Whatever they be muft come in upon that 
“ account, becaule the government is made a pa- 
“ trimony. 

“ And this I do perhaps declare with too 
■ “ much earnejlnefi , as being my own concernment, 
“ and know not what place it may have in your 
“ hearts , and of the good people in the nation ; 
“ but however it be, 1 have comfort in this my 
“ truth and plainnefs. 

“ I have thus told you my thoughts, which 
“ truly I have declared to you in the fear of God, 
“ as knowing he will not be mocked, and in the 
“ ftrength of God, as knowing and rejoicing that 
“ l am kept in my fpeaking, efpecially, when I 
** do not form or frame things without die com- 

<c pais 


Digitized by Google 



. Oliver Cromwell. 

“ pals of integrity and honefty, that my own con- 
“ ficience gives me not the lye to what I lay, and 
*• then in what I fay I can rejoice. , 

“ Now to fpeak a word or two to you, of that 
“ 1 muft profefs in the name of the fame Lord, 
“ and with that there had been no caufe that I 
“ lhould have thus fpoken to you ; and though I 
“ have told you, that I came with joy the firft 
“ time, with fome regret the fecond , that now I 
** fpeak with moji regret of all. 

“ 1 look upon you, as having among you ma- 
“ ny perfons, that I could lay down my life indi- 
“ vidually for ; I could, through the grace of God, 
“ defire to lay down my life for you : So far am I 
“ from having an unkind or uncjiriftian heart to- 
“ wards you, in your particular capacities. 

“ I have indeed, as a work moft .incum- 
** bent upon me, confulted what might be my 
“ duty in fuch a day as this, calling up all confide- 
“ rations : I mull confefs, as I told you, that I 
“ did think occafionally this nation hath fiuffered 
“ extremely in the refpe&s mentioned, as alfo in 
“the dif appointments of their expectations of that 
“ juftice that was due to them by your fitting thus 
“ lon^ •, and what have you brought forth ? 

“ I did not, nor cannot apprehend what it is, 
“ (I would be loth to call it a fate, that were too 
“ pagahijh a word) but there is fomething in it, 
“ that we have not our expectations. 

“ I did think alfo for mylelf, that I am like 
“ to meet with difficulties, and that this nation 
“ will not (as it is fit it lhould not) be deluded 
“ with pretexts of neceflity in that great bufinels 
“ of railing of money ; and were it not that I can 
“ make fome dilemma? s upon which to relblve 
“ lbme things of my confidence, judgment, and aCH- 
“ ons, I lhould link at the very profpeft of my 
“ encounters; fome of them are general, fome are 
“ more fpecial, fuppofing this caufe, or this bufi- 

X « nefis 
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<c riefs mull be carried on: Either it is of God, or 
“ of man ; if it be of man, I would I had never 
“ touched it with a finger ; if I had not had a 
“ hope fixed in me, that this caufe, and this bu- 
“ ftnefs is of God, I would many years 1 ago have 
“ run from it. If it be of God, he' will bear it up. 
“ If it be of man, it will tumble, as every thing 
“ that hath been of man, fince the world began, 
“ hath done. And what are all our bijlories and 
“ other traditions of aftions in former times , but 
“ God manifefting himfelf that he hath Jhaken and 
“ tumbled down , and trampled upon, every thing 
“ that he hath not planted ? And as this is, fo the 
“ all-wife God deal with it. 

**’ If this be of human ftrufture and invention, 
* c and it be an old plotting and Contrivance to bring 
“ things to this ijfue, and they are not the births of 
“ providence, then they will tumble. But if the 
“ Lord take pleafure in England, and if he will do 
“ us good, he is able to bear us up ; letthedifficulties 
“ be whatfoever they will, we fhall in his ftrength 
“ be able to encounter with them. And I blefs God 
“ I have been inured to difficulties, and I never 
“ found God failing when I trufted in him,; I can 
“ laugh and fing in my heart when I fpeak of thefe 
“ things to you, or elfewhere. And though fome 
“ may think it is an hard thing without parliamen- 
“ tary authority to raife money upon this nation ; yet 
“ I have another argument to the good people of 
“ this nation, if they would be fafe, and have no 
“ better principle ; whether they prefer the having 
“ of their will, tho’ it be their definition, rather 
“ than comply with things of neceffity ; that will 
“ excufe me ; but I (hould wrong my native coun- 
“ try to fuppofe this. 

“ For I look at the people of -thefe nations, as 
“ the blefiing of the Lord, and they are a people 
** bleffed by God. They have been fo, and they 
“ will be fo, by reafon of that immortal feed, which 

“ hath 
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** hath been, and is among them, thofe regene- 1654 
** rated ones in the land, of feveral judgments, J, 

“ who are all the flock of Ghrift and lambs of 
“ Chrift, tho' perhaps under many unruly paflions, ' 

“ and troubles of fpirits, whereby they give difqui- 
“ et to themfelves and others ; yet they are not 
“ lo to God, .as to us ; he is a God of ocher pa- 
“ tience, and he will own the leaft of truth in the 
“ hearts of his people; and the people being the 
“ blefling of God, they will not be fo angry, but 
“ they will prefer their fafety to their paflions, 

“ and their real fecurity to forms, when neceflity 
** calls for fupplies; had they not been well ac- 
“ quainted with this principle, they had never 
“ feen this d^y of gofpel-liberty. 

“ But if any man fhall object, It is an eafy 
thing to talk of neceflities, when men create ne- 
“ cdfities; would not the Lord Prote&or make 
“ himfelf great, and his Family great?, doth not 
“ he make thefe neceflities? and then he will 
“ come upon the people with this argument of 
“ neceflity. 

“ This were- lomething hard indeed, but I * 
have not yet known what it is to make necefli- 
“ ties, whatfoever the judgments or thoughts of 
“ men are. And I fay this, not only to this af- 
“ fembly, but to the world, that that man liveth 
“ not, that can come to me, and charge me that 
“I have in thefe great revolutions made neceflities : 

“ I challenge even all that fear God; and as God 
“ hath faid. My glory I will not give unto another ; 

“ let men take heed, and be twice advis’d, how 
“ they call his revolutions, the things of God, and 
“ his working of things from one period to ano- 
“ ther, how, I fay, they call them neceflities of . 

“ mens creation ; for by fo doing, they do vilify 
“ and leflen the works of God, and rob him of his 
“ glory, which he hath faid, he’ will not give un- 
“ to another , nor fufler to be taken from him. 

X 2 “ We 
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“ We know what God did to Herod when he was 
“ applauded, and did not acknowledge God ; and 
“ God knoweth what he will do with men, when 
“ they ftiall call his revolutions human defigns, 

“ and fo detract from his glory, when they have 
“ not been forecaft, but fudden providences in 
“ things, whereby carnal and worldly men are 
“ enraged, and under, and at which many, (I fear, 

“ fbme good) have murmured and repined, be- 
“ caufe difappointed of their miftaken fancies ; 
“ but ftill they have been the wife difpofings of 
“ the Almighty, though inftruments have had 
“ their pafTions and frailties ; and I think it is an 
“ honour to God to acknowledge the neceffities to 
“ have been of God’s impofing, when truly they 
“ have been fo, as indeed they have, when we 
“ take our fin in our actings to ourfelves ; and 
“ much more fafe, than to judge things fo cor.- 
“ tingent, as if there were not a God that ruled 
“ upon earth. 

“ We know the Lord hath poured this nation 
“ from veflel to veflel, till he poured it into your 
“ lap, when you came firft together: I am confi- 
“ dent, that it came fo into your hands, was not 
“ judged by you to be from counterfeited or 
“ feign’d neceffity, but by divine providence and 
“ difpenfation. And this I fpeak with more ear- 
“ neftnefs, becaufe J fpeak for God, and not for 
“ men ; I would have any man to come and tell 
“ of the tranfa&ions that have been, and of thofe 
“ periods of time, wherein God hath made thefe 
“ revolutions , and find where they can fix a feigned 
“ neceflity. 

“ I coui.d recite particulars, if either my 
“ ftrength would ferve me to fpeak, or yours to 
“ hear ; if that you would revolve the great hand 
“ of God in his great difpenfations, you would 
’ “ find that there is fcarce a man that fell off at any 
“ period of time when God had any work to do, 

“ that 
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*« that can give God or his work, at this day, a 
“ good word. 

“ It was, fay fome, the cunning of the Lord 
“ Proteftor (I take it to myfelf) it was the craft 
“ of fuch a man, and his plot, that hath brought 
“ it about. And as they fay in other countries, 
“ there are five or fix cunning men in England that 
“ have /kill, they do all thefe things : Oh what 
“ blafphemy is this ! becaufe men that are without 
“ God in the world, and walk not with him, and 
“ know not what it is to pray, or believe , and to 
“ receive returns from God, and to be fpoken unto 
“ by the fpirit of God, who /peaks without a writ- 
“ ten word fbmetimes, yet according to it : God 
“ hath fpoken heretofore in divers manners , let 
“ him fpeak as he pleafeth. Hath he not given 
“ us liberty ? Nay, is it not our duty to go to the 
“ law and to the tejlimonies, and there we lhall find 
“ that there have been impreffions in extraordi- 
“ nary cafes, as well without the written word as 
“ with it ; and therefore there is no difference in 
“the thing thus aflerted from truths generally re- 
“ ceiv’d, except we will exclude the Spirit, with- 
“ out whofe concurrence all other teachings are 
“ ineffectual. He doth fpeak to the hearts and 
“ confidences of men, and leadeth them to his 
“ law and teftimonies, and there he fpeaks to them, 
“ and fo gives them double teachings, according 
“ to that of Job, God fpeaketh once, yea twice ; and 
“ that of David, God hath fpoken once, yea twice 
“ have I heard this. Thofe men that live upon 
“ their Mumpfimus and Sumpfimus, their Maffes 
and Service-books, their dead and carnal worfhip, 
*> no marvel if they be Jlr angers to God, and the 
“ works of God, and to fpiritual difpenfations. And 
“ becaufe they fay and "believe thus, muft we do 
“ fo too ? We in this land have been otherwife in- 
“ ftrutted, even by the word, and works , and Spirit 
*f of God, 
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“ To lay that men bring forth thefe things, when 
“ God doth them, judge you if God will bear this. 
“ I wifti that every fober heart, tho’ he hath had 
•* temptations upon him of deferring this caufe of 
“ God, yet may take heed how he provokes, and 
“ falls into the hands of the living God, by fuch blaf- 
“ phemies as thefe, according to the 10th of the 
* * Hebrews , If we fin wilfully after that we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truths there remains no 
“ more facrifice for fin ; (It was ipoken to the Jews, 
“ that having profeffed Chrift apoftarized from 
“ him) what then ? nothing but a fearful falling 
“ into the hands of the living God. 

They that lhall attribute to this or that per- 
“ fon the contrivances and production of thole 
‘‘ mighty things God hath wrought in the midft 
“ of us, and that they have not been the revolu- 
<c tions of Chrift himfelf, upon whole (boulders the 
“ government is- laid, they fpeak againft God, and 
“ they fall under his hand without a Mediator; 
“ that is, if we deny the Spirit of Jefus Chrift the 
“ glory of all his works in the world, by which 
“ he rules kingdoms, and doth administer , and is 
“ the rod of his ftrength, we provoke the Media- 
“ tor ; and he may fay. I’ll leave you to God, I’ll 
“ not intercede for you, let him tear you to pieces; 
“ I’ll leave thee to fell into God’s hands, thou de- 
“ nieft me my fovereignty and power committed 
“ to me ; I’ll not intercede nor mediate for thee, 
“ thou falleft into the hands of the living God. 
“ Therefore whatfoever you may judge men for, 
“ and fay, this man is cunning, and politick, and 
“ fubtil, take heed, again I fey, how you judge 
* c of his revolutions , as the products of mens inven- 
“ tions! 

“ I m a y be thought to prefs too much upon this 
“ theme, but I pray God it may ftick upon your 
“ hearts and mine. The worldly minded man knows 
“ nothing of this, but is a ftranger to it ; and be- 
* “ caufe 
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“ caufe of this is his atbeifm and murmuring at in- 1654. 
“ Jlruments, yea, repining at God himfelf ; and no 
“ wonder, confidering the Lord hath done fuch 
“ things amongft us as have not been known in 
“the world thefe thoufand years, and yet not- 
“ withftanding is not owned by us. ' • 

“ There is another necejfity which you have 
“ put upon us, and, we have not fought; I appeal 
“ to God, angels, and men, if I lhall raife money 
“ according to the article in the government, which 
“ had power to call you hither, and did, and in- 
** ftead of fealbnable providing for the army, you 
“ have laboured to overthrow the government, and 
* ‘ the army is no w upon free quarter, and you would 
“ never fo much as let me hear a tittle from you 
“ concerning it ; where is the fault ? Has it not 
“ been as if you had had a purpofe to put this ex- 
“ tremity upon us and the nation ? I hope this 
“ was not in your minds, I am not willing to judge 
“ fo ; but this is, the ftate unto which we arc re- 
“ duced : By the defigns of fome in the army, who 
“ are now in cujlody, it was defigrid to get as many 
“ of them as they could, through difcontent for 
“ want of money, the army being in a barren coun- 
“ try, near thirty weeks behind in pay, and upon 
“ other fpecious pretences, to march for England 
“ out of Scotland, and in difcontent to feize their 
ft general there, a faithful and honeft man, that fo 
‘‘ another might head the army ; and all this op-, 

“ portunity taken from your delays ; whether will 
“ this be a thing of feigned neceffity ? What could 
“ it fignify but that the army are in difcontent al- 
“ ready, and we’ll make them live upon /tones, 

“ we’ll make them call off their governors and dif- 
“ cipline? What can be faid to this ? I lift not to 
“ • unfaddle myfelf, and put the fault upon others 
“ Backs ; whether it hath been for the good of 
“ England, whilft men have been talking of this 
“ thing or the other, and pretending liberty , and 
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“ a many good words, whether it hath been as it 
“ fhould have been ? I am confident you cannot 
“ think it has, the nation will not think fo. And 
* f if the worft fhould be made of things, I know 
“ not what the Cornijh-men , or the Lincolnjhire-men 
“ may think, or other counties, but I believe they 
“ will all think they are not life. A temporary 
“ fufpenfion of caring for the greateft liberties and 
“ privileges (if it were fo, which is denied) would 
“ not have been of that damage, that the not pro- 
“ viding again ft free quarter hath run the nation 
“ upon. And if it be my liberty to walk abroad 
“ in the fields , or to take & journey, yet it is not 
** my mfdom to do fo when my boufe is on fire. 

“ I have troubled you with a long fpeecb, and 
“ I believe it may not have the fame refen tment 
“ with all that it hath with fome ; but becaufe 
“ this is unknown to me, I fhall leave it to God, 
“ and conclude with that, that I think myfelf 
** bound in my duty to God, ^pd the people of 
“ thefe nations, to their fafety and good in every 
** refpedfc I think it my duty to tell you, that it 
“ is not for the profit of thefe nations, nor for com- 
“ mon and publickgood, for you to continue here 
“ any longer ; and therefore I do declare unto 
“ you. That I do dijjolve this parliaments 


Chap. V. 

From the dijfolution of his fecond Parlia- 
ment, to the, meeting of his third Par- 
liament. 

T HUS the Prote&or in great difpleafure, and 
in this upbraiding manner, parted with his 
fecond parliament ; which as it increas’d the indig- 
'nation of the Republicans, fo it gave great encou- 
ragement to the Royalifts, to go on with the de- 
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figns they had now on foot ; fo that both parties, 1654. . 
.for King and Common- wealth, were in rage, and v-OfNJ 
plots, and arms againft him, though by Oliver *s 
» good policy and extraordinary intelligence, their 
defigns were crufh’d before they could bring them 
to any maturity. Major John Wildman , a noted Wilimaft 
commonwealth’s-man, whom the Protestor had <fedarati- 
expell’d the houfe at the firft opening of the feffion, on * . 
was feiz’d with a paper dictated by him, intitled, 

The declaration of the free and well-affeSted people of 
England, now in arms againft the tyrant Oliver 
Cromwell, Efq-, and beginning thus : “ Being fa- 
‘ f tisfy*d in our judgment and confciences of the 
prefent neceffity to take up arms for the defence 
of our native rights and freedoms, which are 
“ wholly invaded and fwallowed up in the pride 
and ambition of Oliver Cromwell , who calls him- . 

“ felf Lord Protestor of England , who hath ren- 
“ der*d all Englifhmen no better than his vafTals, 

“ £*?r.” But this man, contrary to the expectation 
of all his friends, who thought of nothing but his 
death, was after a fhort imprifonment difcharged 
and let at full liberty. The ProteCtor at the fame 
time us’d all imaginable arts to fecure himfelf, and 
prevent a universal odium : He pay’d the fleet and 
army well, and difcharg’d all officers whole fide- 
lity he fufpeCted ; carried it very fair with the city 
of/ London, giving them the power of their own 
militia, under their old leader major-general Skip- 
pon , treating them and accepting of treats from 
them eas’d the common people of fomecuffoma- 
ry burdens, and fome part of their taxes 5 and us’d 
an indefatigable diligence and unbounded expence 
in procuring intelligence, and early crufhing all 
defigns againft him. So that though his mother 
(who dy’d this year, and was buried with extraor- 
dinary pomp and folemnity) was in continual fear 
of her ion’s life, and when fhe heard any gun go 
off, would cry out that her fort was /hot, and could 
’ . • not 
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1654. not be eafy without feeing him' fafe once or twice 
a day ; and though a thoufand of his enemies did 
really believe, that killing him would be no mur- 
der ^ yet he had the good fortune to efcape all 
dangers. 

Several The Cavalier plot was ftill on foot, which the 
Tilings Protestor had a jealoufy was countenanc’d by the 
thc parliament ■, and he gave out that to be a caufe of 

s ‘ his dilfolving them. The proj^dt was, to have fe- 

veral .parties rife together in feveral parts of the 
nation, about the beginning of March ; and though 
upon the private intelligence the Protestor had re- 
ceiv’d, feveral perfons were apprehended, .and ma- 
ny arms feiz'd, yet it was ftill refolved to attempt 
fomething. To this end, a' cart-load of arms was 
brought to the place of rendezvous for the northern 
parts, where ’twas reported the conlpirators were 
to be headed by Wilmt Earl of Rocbefter. But be- 
ing fomewhat alarm’d at their fir ft meeting, and 
apprehenfive of the regular forces falling upon 
them before they were fufficiently prepar’d, they 
difpers’d themfelves, leaving their arms behind 
them. The defign was not fo foon over in the 
weft, where Sir Jofeph IVagflaffy colonel Penrud- 
docky captain Hugh Creve t Mr. JoneSy and other 
perfons of condition, entered Salijhury with a body 
of two hundred horfe well arm’d, expecting there 
to have their numbers daily augmented. It was 
the time of the aflizes, and they came thither a- 
bout five o’clock in the morning •, where, having' 
proclaim’d the King, they feiz’d the judges. Rolls 
and Nicolas , and took away their commiffions. 
They alfo feiz’d the flieriff ; and Wagftaff was for 
hanging all three of them* but others not agreeing 
to it, they were at laft fet at liberty. Their forces 
not at all anfwering their firft expectations, they 
retired to Dog-towny and from thence march’d as 
far as Blanford in Dorfetjhirey where moft men 
look’d upon them as .flying, feveral of their own 

party 
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party ftealing from them as faft as others came to 1654. 
them 5 and thofe who continued with them, did 
fo rather to fecure themfelves and obtain better 
conditions, than from any expectation of fuccels 
in their undertaking. Captain Unton Crook , hav- 
ing intelligence of their motions, purfu’d them in- 
to Devon/hire, and at South- Molton fell upon them They are 
and totally defeated them : Moft of them were fupprefs’d. 
taken prifoners, and amongft them Penruddock , 

Grove, and Jones ; Wagflaff, Mdfon , and Mompef- 
fon narrowly efcaping. Penruddock and Grove were 
beheaded at Exeter , and others were hang’d in that 
city ; fome of them were lent to Salijbury , the place , 
where they had fo lately triumph’d, arid there try’d 
and executed ; and many were tranfported to the 
fVeJl-Indies . Thus thefe infurre&ions, which at 
firft feem’d to threaten the whole kingdom, expir’d 
for the prefent, arid the Protedor was fecur’d with- 
out the help, of his army. 

This plot, which was laid to ruin the Prote- 
dor, prov’d in the iffue of great advantage to him, . 
advanc’d his credit, and ferv’d to confirm his au- 
thority the more. It clear’d him of the reproach 
of inventing plots himfelf for an excufe and pre- 
' tence to continue fuch numerous forces in pay ; 
and that little fuccefs the King’s party met with, 
was judg’d a good proof that there was not yet fuf- 
ficient force for the fafety and quiet of the king- 
dom. From hence he took occafion, with the ad- R°y* 
' vice of his council, to make an order, “ That all ^maed* 
“ who had born arms for the King, or had de- 
“ clar’d themfelves to beof his party, Ihould be 
M decimated , or pay a tenth part of their eftates, 

‘ ‘ to fupport the charge of fuch extraordinary forces, . 

“ as their turbulent and feditious pradices oblig’d 
* e him to keep up the Protedor declaring, 

That the charge Jhould be laid upon thofe who had oc~ • 
cafton'd it, and not upon the honeft party , who had . 
already been Jo much /offerers, Commiffioners were 
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1654. appointed in every county for this purpofe ; and 
v/v^ by this means incredible fumsof money were brought 
into the Protector’s coffers. He likewife commit- 
ted to prifon many of thofe whom he fufpected, 
as the Earl of Oxford , the Lords Willoughby of Par- 
ham , Newport , and Compton j Littleton , Peyton , 
Packington, Afhburnham , Ruffel , Legg , Philips , HaU 
fey >, and fcveral others. He had alfo a very watch- 
, ful eye over the Republicans, and Fifth-monarchy 
men, and gave Monk orders to feize major-general 
Overton , major Bramftone, Holms , and other officers. 
Overton was fent up to London and. committed to 
the Tower, and his regiment given to colonel A&r- 
gan, colonel Okefs to the lord Howard, and cornet 
T , he p Joyce, now colonel, was likewife cafliier’d. And 
tedtor ap* b na %> to provide for all inconveniences, as well, 
points v amongft the people as in the army, he divided 
majer-ge- England, as ’twere, into fo many cantons, over 
* tra,u each of which he placed one called by the name 
of major-general ; which major-generals were in the 
nature of prefects or governors of provinces. Thefe 
men were to have the infpe&ion and government 
of the inferior commiffioners in every county, to 
commit to prifon all fuch perfons as they fufpeCted, 
to levy all moneys which were order’d by his High- 
nels and his council to be collected for the pub- 
lick, to fequefter all who did not pay their deci- 
mation, and to put in execution fuch farther dire- 
ctions as they fhould receive ; and there was no 
appeal from any of their aCts, but to the Prote- 
ctor himfelf. Their names and fcveral divifions 
were as follow : Colonel Kelfey was major-gene,ral 
for Kent and Surry } colonel Goffe for Sujfex, Hamp- 
shire, and Berkjhire ; colonel JDeJborougb for Glou- 
cefterfhire , Wiltfhire, Dorfetjhire, Somerfetjhire , De- 
von/hire, and Cornwall ; lieutenant-general Fleet- 
wood for Oxfordjhire, Buckinghamshire , Hertford- 
shire, Cambridgeshire, Effex , Suffolk, and Norfolk ; 
major-general Skippon for the city of London ; com- 
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mifiary-general Whaley for Lincolnfhire, Notting- 1655, 
bam/hire, Derby ftnre , Warwickjhire, and Leicefter- y/vv 
finre ; major Butler for Northamptonfhire, Bedford- 
flnre , Rutland, and Huntington/hire % colonel Berry for 
Worcefterjhire, Hereford/hire, Shropjhire , and North* 

Wales colonel Whortley for Chejhire , Lancajhire , 
and Staffordfinre ; major-general Lambert for York* • 
finre, Durham , Cumberland , Weftmor eland , and iVor- 
tbumberland ; and colonel Barkftead for the city of 
Weftminfter, and Middle f ex. 

These major-generals carry’d things with a 
very high hand, decimating whom they pleas’d, in- 
terrupting the proceedings at law, upon petitions 
of thofe who thought themfelves aggriev’d, and 
threatning fuch as would not readily fubmit to 
their orders with tranfportation to the Weft-Indies. 

A certain former in Berkjhire, being requir’d to Story of a 
pay his tenth, afk’d the commiffioners, in cafe he farmer of 
did lb, What fecurity he Jhould have for the other heri/btre. 
nine parts ; and it being anfwer’d, That he Jhould 
have the Protestor's order and theirs for the enjoy - ' . _ 

ment of the reft •, he reply’d, That he had already 
an att of Parliament for the whole , which he could 
not but think to be as good fecurity as they could give : 

But , laid he, if Goodman fuch-a-one and fuch-a-one 
(naming two of his neighbours) will give me their 
bond for it, I know what to fay to fuch a propofol ; 
for if they break their agreement , ; I know where to 
right myfelf ; but thefe fword-men are too Jlrong for me. 

About this time alfo, the Protedor having laid Of one 
lbme extraordinary tax upon the city, one Cony, 
who had formerly ferv’d him in bringing about his pay taxes 
defigns, politively refufed to pay his lhare, and to Cmm- 
vehemently diffuaded others from complying with ml1 - 
it : Hereupon the Protestor fent for him, and put 
him in mind of the old friendlhip that had been 
between them, telling him, That of all men he did . 
not expeSt this oppofition from him, in a matter that 
was fo neceffary for the good of the commonwealth. 

Cony 
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1655. Cony in return remember’d Him, how great an e- 
nemy he had exprefs’d himfelf to fuch grievances, 
and how he had declared, That all who fubmitted 
to pay illegal taxes* were greater enemies to their 
country than they who impofed them ; and that the ty- 
ranny of princes could never be grievous , but by the. 
. tamenefs and Jlupidity of the people. When the Pro- 
testor faw he could not bring him over, he told 
him. That be bad a will as ftubborn as bis , and he 
would try which of them two fhould be majler ; and 
thereupon committed him to prifon. As foon as 
v the term came on, the prilbner brought his Habeas 
Corpus in the Kings Bench* then called the Upper- 
Bench. Maynard, Twifden^md Windham being of 
counfel for him, demanded his liberty, both upon 
the illegality of the commitment, and of the im- 
pofition. The judges could not defend either, and 
it appear’d plainly what their fentence would be; 
•fo that the Protestor’s attorney requir’d a farther 
day to anfwer what had been urg’d. But before 
that time, the three who were his counfel were 
committed to the Tower ; and the judges werefent 
for and feverely reprimanded, for fullering the li- 
berty they had taken : And when they humbly 
alledg’d the law and Magna Charta , the Protestor 
told them. Their Magna F— — a fhould not controle 
bis attions., which he knew were for the fafety of the 
commonwealth ; , and afk’d them, Who made them 
judges f And whether they had any authority to fet 
there but what he gave them ; and therefore he ad- 
, vifed them to be more tender of that which only could 
pxeferve them , and fent them away with this cau- 
tion, That they Jhould not fujfer the lawyers to prate* 
what it would not become them to hear. 

Of Sir Pe- •^ lT another time, Sir Peter Wentworth , a mem- 

ter Went her of the long parliament * caus’d a colleStor in the 
totrtb. country to be profecuted at his fuit, though he 
could fcarce procure any attorney to appear, or 
counfel to plead for him. The Protestor being in- 
form’d 
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form’d of this profecution, fent a mefienger to 1655. 
bring Sir Peter before the council ; where being 
afk’d the reafon of this proceeding, he told them. 

That be was mov’d to it by bis conftant principle. 

That by the law of England no money ought to be 
levfd upon the people , without their confent in par- 
liament. The Proteftor then afk’d him, Whether 
he would withdraw bis allion or no j to which he re- 
ply’d. If you will command me , I muft fubmit : 

. Cromwell therefore commanding it, he accordingly 
withdrew his aftion •, and fo this matter ended. 

But though the Prote&or proceeded in this ar- Many 

bitrary manner againft thofe who contefted his au- ^ 
thority ; yet in all other cafes, where the life of praife in 
his jurifdidfon was not concern’d, he fee»n’d to Pro- 
have a great reverence for the law, and the confti- teftos ’^ 
tuition, rarely interpofing between party and par- ^atT* 
ty ; and to do him juftice, there appear’d in his 
government many things that were truly great and 
praife-worthy. Juftice, as well diftributive as com- 
mutative, was by him reftor’d almoft to its ancient 
grace and fplendor, the judges executing their 'of- 
fice without covetoufnefs, according to law and e- 
quity, and the laws, except fome few where him- 
felf was immediately concern’d,' being permitted 
to have their full force upon all, without impedi- 
ment or delay. Mens manners, outwardly at leaft, 
became likewife reform’d, either by removing the 
incentives to luxury, or by means of the ancient 
laws now reviv’d, and put in execution. There 
was a ftrift difcipline kept in his court, where 
, drunkennefs, whoredom, and extortion were either 
banifh’d, or feverely rebuk’d. Trade began again 
to flourilh and profper, and moft things to put on 
a happy and promifing afpedt. The Protestor al- 
fo Ihew’d a great regard to the advancement of 
learning, and was a great encourager of it. The 
univerfity of Oxford , in particular, acknowledg’d 
his Highnefs’s relpeft to them, in continuing their 
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chancellor, and bellowing on the publick library 
there four and twenty Greek manufcripts, and mu- 
nificently allowing an hundred pounds a year to a 
divinity reader. He alio order’d a fchehie to be 
drawn for ' founding and endowing a college at 
. 'Durham , for the convenience of the northern Un- 
dents. 

About this time, a defign was form’d by the 
Prote&or, of fettling the Jews again in this na- 
tion ; and Manajfeb Ben-Ifrael , a great Rabbi, 
came over and made his Hated propofals, and had 
a conference upon them, for re-admitting that peo- 
ple to exercife trade and worlhip in England. The 
Protestor, on this occafion, fent for divers mini- 
fters of the gofpel, and laid thofe propolals before 
them ; and at the fame time with great earneftnefi 
declar’d his opinion, “ That fince there was a 
“ promife that they (hould be converted, means 
“ ought to beus’d to that end ; and the moftlike- 
“ ly way was, the preaching of the gefpel in 
“ truth and fincerity, as it was then in England , 
“ devoid of all popifh idolatry, which had ren- 
“ der*d the chriftian religion odious to them.” 
But the defign was fo violently oppofed that this 
treaty came to nothing. ’Tis faid the Protestor 
had the promife of 200,000 1 . from the Jews, in 
cafe he procured this toleration for them ; which 
made him fo earned to bring it about : But Bilhop 
Burnet informs us, that he enter’d into this treaty 
with them for the fake of intelligence. His words 
are thefe: “When he underftood what dealers 
“ the Jews were every where in that trade that de- t 
“ pends on news, the advancing money upon 
“ high or low intereft in proportion to the rifque 
“ they run, or the gain to be made as the times 
“ might turn, and in the buying and felling of the 
“ actions of money fo advanc’d, he, more upon 
“ that account, than in compliance with the prin- 
“ c *ple of toleration, brought a company of them 

“over 
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,c over to England , and gave them leave to build 1655. 
a fynagogue. All the while that he was nego- 
- “ tiating this, they were fure and good fpies for - 
“ him,efpecially with relation to Spain and Por- 
** tugal . * 

Upon this the Bifliop tells this ftory, which he A ftory 
had from the Lord Broghill, then Earl of Orrery : on 
That as that Earl was once walking with Cromwell occ * fioB * 
in one of the galleries of Whitehall , a man almoft 
in rags appear’d in view s upon which he imme- 
diately , difmifs’d the Earl, and took that perfon 
with him into his clofet ; who told him. of a great 
fum of money, that the Spaniards were fending o- 
ver in a Dutch man of war, to pay their army in ‘ 
Flanders ; and alfb whereabouts in the fhip the faid 
money was repofitai. The Protestor then imme- 
diately fent an exprefs to Smith (afterwards Sir Je- 
remy Smith) who lay in the Downs, informing him, 

** That within a day or two fuch a Dutch fhip 
** would pafs the Channel , which he muft fearch 
“ for the Spqnijh money, which was contraband 
“ goods*,” his Highneis being then at war with 
Spain. Accordingly, when the fhip pafs’d by Do- 
ver. , Smith fent and demanded leave to fearch him. 

The Dutch captain return’d him this anfwer, That 
none hut his majters might Jearcb him : Upon which. 

Smith font him word again, That he had.fet up an 
hour-glafs , and if be did not fuhmit to the fearch be- 
fore it was run out , he would force him. The cap- 
tain feeing it was in vain to ftruggle, fubmitted in 
time, and fb all the money was found. And the/ 
next time his Highnefs faw the Lord Orrery , he told 
him, he had his intelligence from that feemingly 
forlorn man he faw him gQ to fome days before. 

The lords commiffioners of the great foal, were He mate* 
Sir Thomas Widdrington , Whitelock, and Life ; and a change 
William Lenthal, Efq; was matter of the Rolls. Lis mi- 
Widdrington , Whitelock, and Lenthal made their ex- m 
ceptions againtt executing an ordinance of the 
Y Lord 
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Lord Prote&or and his council. For the better re- 
gulating and limiting the jurifdi&ion of the high court 
of Chancery : Upon which his Highnefs, not endu- 
ring his authority or his ads fhould be difputed, 
fent for them to the council-chamber, and there re- 
quir’d them to lay down the feal and withdraw. 
He kept it a few days in his own hands, and then 
gave it to major Lijlt, one of the former commif- 
noners, and colonel Fiennes. And that Widdring- 
ton and Wbitelock , the eje&ed commifiioners, might 
not be too much difgufted, his Highnefs appointed 
them commifiioners of the treafury j and he conti- 
nued Lentbal in his favour for paft fervices. 

About this time the Lord Protedfcor and his 
’ council appointed a committee of trade, to confi- 
der how to improve, order and regulate the trade 
and navigation of the commonwealth. This was 
an affair of great importance to the nation, and 
his Highnefs was very eameft and intent upon it. 

As the Protestor's power was very great at home, 
fo’ *his influence was no lefs confiderabk abroad. 
About this time an Ambafiador Extraordinary from 
Sweden came over in great pomp and ftate, and with 
much ceremony and folemnity had his audience of 
his Highnefs in the Banqueting boufe at White-hall. 
The Ambafiador fpake in the Swedi/h language, and 
his fecretary interpreted what he faid in Latin. 
When he had done, the Lord Prote&or flood ftill 
tor tome time, and then putting off his hat to the 
Ambafiador, with a carriage toll of gravity and 
ftate, he anfwer’d him in Englijh as follows : 

“ My lord Ambafiador, 1 have great reaton to 
“ acknowledge, with thankfulnefs, the refpe&s and < 
“ good affe&ion of the King your mafter towards 
“ this commonwealth, and towards myfelf in par- 
** ticular ; whereof I fhall always retain a very 
“ grateful memory, and fhall be ready upon all 
** occafions to manifeft the high fenfe and value I 
“ have of his majefty*s friendfhip and alliance. 

** My 
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“ My Lord, • you are very welcome into England , 
“ and during your abode here, you ihall find all 
“ due regard and refpeft to be given to your per- 
“ fon, and to the bufmefs about which you come. 
“ I am very willing to enter into a nearer and 
“ more ftrift alliance and friend (hip with the King 
** of Swedeland, as that which in my judgment will 
“ tend much to the honour and commodity of 
“ both nations, and to the general advantage of 
“ the Proteftant intereft. I (hall nominate fome 
“ perfons, to meet and treat with your JLordlhip 
“ upon fuch particulars as you (hall communicate 
“ to them.” 

CHRISTINA , Queen of Sweden , having ab- 
dicated her kingdom upon changing her religion 
and turning Papift, refolv’d to go 'to Rome, and to 
fee as much as (he. could in her way thither and 
the renown of Cromwell made her very defirous to 
fee him. Accordingly (Jie fent her fecretary Mal- 
defcbi , an Italian, from Fountainbleau in France to 
London , to procure an invitation from the Prote- 
stor, who receiv’d the fecretary with fuch marks of 
refpeft, as made him hope he (hould fucceed in 
his errand. He often hinted, that her Majefty 
would be extremely pleas’d to fee fo illuftrious a 
captain. Cromwell gave him the hearing, but would 
not underftand his meaning : He return’d com- 
pliment for compliment ; and the fecretary foon 
underfrood, that the Proteftor had no mind to re- 
ceive a vifit from the Queen. And indeed he had 
three reafons againft inviting her ; the expence of 
her ftay here, his refentment of her apoftafy, and 
the ill example of her conterfation, which was 
too gallant and intriguing for a Puritan court. 

The Proteftor’s greateft difficulty in his foreign 
affairs, was, which fide to chufe, France or Spain. 
The latter offer’d, that if his Highnefs would join 
with them, they would engage themfelves to make 
no peace, till he (hould recover Calais again to the 
Y 2 Englijb. 
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1 655. Englijh. The Protestor was very well pleafed with 
v-ry^w' ' this, thinking it would recommend him much to 
the nation, to reftore that town again to the Eng- 
lijh empire, after it had been a hundred years pof- 
fefs’d by the French. Cardinal Mazarine having 
intelligence of this offer made by the Spaniards , 
that he might outbid them, promis’d, in,cafe the 
Protestor would join with France , to affift him in 
taking of Dunkirk , a place of much more impor- 
Incline* ♦ tance * His Highnefs was ftill for fome time in fuf- 
to the pence, but that which inclin’d him very much to 
former, join with France , was this ; he faw that if France 
lhould affift the King or his brother with an army* 
of Hugonots, to make a defeent into England (which 
was threaten’d if he join’d with Spain ) this might 
be of very dangerous confequence to him who had 
fb many enemies at home, and fo few friends ; 
whereas the Spaniards could, give thofe Princes no 
. , ftrength, nor had they any Protcftant fubjefts to 
affift them in fuch an enterprize. This confidera- 
tion made a great impreffion on him,j and whilft 
he was calling in his mind, what was fit to be done, 
one Gage, formerly a prieft, . came over from the 
IFeJl- Indies, and gave him fuch a relation of the 
weaknefs, as well as of the riches of the Spaniards 
in thofe parts, that he concluded it would be both 
an important and eafy conqueft, to feize on their 
dominions there. By this he hop’d to fupply him- 
felf with fuch a treafure, that his government would 
be eftablilh’d, before he Ihould need to have any 
recourfe to a parliament for money. And as the 
Spaniards would never admit of a peace with Eng- 
land between the tropicks, he was in a ftate of war 
with them as to thofe parts, even before he decla- 
ss out a rec * war againft them in Europe. Upon this, he 
fleet for prepar’d a fleet, with a force fufficient, as he thought, 

Hijpaniola. to have feiz’d Hifpaniola and Cuba ; Gage having 
allur'd him, that fuccels in that expedition would 
ibon make him mailer of aU the reft. When the 

time 
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time of fetting out this fleet came on, all men won-- 1655: 
der*d whither it fhould be defign’d.. Some ima- 
gin’d it was to rob the church of Loretto ; and this 
apprehenfion occaflon’d a fortification to be drawn 
round it : Others talk’d of Rome irfelf ; for the 
ProteCfor’s preachers often gave out. That if it 
were not for the divifions at home, be would go and 
fack Babylon. Others thought the defign was a-* 
gainft Cadiz, tho* he had not yet broke with Spain. 

The “French knew nothing of the fecret ; and the 
ProteCtor not having finilh’d his alliance with them, 
was not oblig’d to impart to them the reafon of his 
preparations. AH he faid about it was this, That 
be fent out the fleet to guard the feas , and to reftore 
England to its •dominion on that element. 

- This fleet cohfifting of about thirty men of 
war, under, the command of vice-admiral Penn , 
with about four thoufand land-fold iers, to be 
commanded by Venables , fet fail in the beginning 
of this year, direCtly .for Barladoes , where the two 
commanders were order’d to break open their com- 
miffions. Being fafely arrived there, and new men 
taken in to encreafe the land army, they fail’d to 
the ifland of Hifpaniola. Coming about the mid- 
dle of April before Sanfto Domingo , the chief port 
of that country, Venables landed his men in an ill 
place, different from the orders he had receiv’d Which 
from the Lord ProteCbor, and march’d them thro’ meets 
fuch thick woods and uneafy paffages, that the 
Spaniards,, with a very unequal number, beat them ucce •' 
back. After this they advanc’d again towards the 
town, taking Negroes for their guides, who led 
them into an ambufeade *, fo that they were again 
fhamefully repuls’d, to the bay where they landed, 
with the lofs of major-general Haines , and above 
fix hundred men. They were foon forc’d to re- 
imbark -, and then, to make fbme amends for this 
unhappy mifcarriage, they made another defeent . , 
on the ifland of Jamaica, and obtain’d an eafy pof- But 

Y 3 - feffion Jamaica. 
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1655. fefflon of it ; which ifland has ever fince remain’d 
in the hands of the Englijh : Where leaving a good 
body of foot to fecure it, they fail’d back to Eng- 
land. The Lord Prote&or was never fo much 
difturb’d as at this difafter at Hifpaniola ; fo that 
Penn and Venables were no fooner come on fhore, 
but he cpmmitted them both to the Tower , and 
could never be prevail’d on to truft either of them 


again. 

PfaltSt About the time that Penn and Venabks fct out 
fuccefs in pn this unfortunate expedition, admiral Blake fail’d 
the Midi- wjth another fleet into the Mediterranean, to fcour 
Urrtmn. 0 f the Turki/h pirates ; and not meeting 

with any of them, he bravely refolv*d to leek them 
out in their ports. He came firft before Algiers, 

% and fending to the Dey, demanded that all the Eng- 
Ujh fhips might be reflor’d, and all die Englijh 
flaves releas’d. The Dey hereupon fent a rich pre- 
fent to Blake, with fome ftore of fjrefh provifions, 
and gave him to underftand, That the fhips and 
** captives already taken belong’d to private men, 
therefore not fo much in his power ; but yet 
** they fhould be reflor’d at a moderate ranfom j 
** and if the; admiral thought good, they would 
fl conclude a peace, and for the future offer no 
** afts of violence to any of the Englijh fhips and 
‘‘ natives.’’ A peace being accordingly concluded, 
Blake faiPd from thence to Tunis, where, having 
made the fame demand as at Algiers, inftead of the 
like fubmiflion, he receiv’d this refolute anfwer ; 
** That there were their caftles of Goletta, and their 
• ** fhips and caftles of Porto- Ferino i he might do 
- “ his worft, for he fhould not think to fright them 
with the fight of his fleet.” Provok’d at this 
** anfwer, Blake refolv’d to deftroy dieir fhips in 
Porto- Ferino. Accordingly they mann’d their 
long-boats with flout feamen, and fent them into 
the harbour to fire thole fhips, whilft the admiral 
hirafelf, with all his fleet, thunder’d mpft furioufly* 
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with his cannon againft their caftles. The feanfien, 1655. 
in the mean time, fo bravely perform’d their parts, VW 
that all the nine ‘Turkijh fhips of war were foon re- * 
duc*d to afhes, with the lofs of only twenty*five 
men, and forty-eight Wounded, on the Englijh fide. 

Theft were attions of the higheft conduct and 
courage, which made the Englijh name very for- 
midable in thofe feas. 

There was another realon of Blakds failing in- 
to the Mediterranean, which was, to demand fatis- 
fa&lon of all princes and ftates, that had moiefted 
the Englijh in the titne of war and confufion at 
home. Accordingly, among other places, he fail’d 
to Leghorn, and difpatch’d his fecretary to demand 
of the Great Duke of Vufcany 60000 /. for damages 
fuftain’d by the Englijh in his dutchy ; Prince Ru- 
pert having taken and lold as many Englijh ihips, 
as amounted to that value, to the Great Duke’s fub- 
je&s. . The faid Duke was willing to pay part of 
the fum, and defir’d time to confult the Pope about 
the reft. Blake faid the Pope had nothing to do 
with it, and he would have the whole fum, which 
was paid him, 35000 Spanijh , and 25000 Italian 
piftoles. The duke pretended that the Pope ought 
to pay part of the damage, fome of the fhips having 
been fold to his fubjefts ; accordingly the next fuc- 
ceeding Pope repaid the Great Duke 20000 piftoles. 

Admral Blake font home fixteen ihips laden with 
the effefts he had receiv’d from feveral ftates for 
fatisfadtion and damages, and they were order’d 
to fail up the Thames- together for a pleafing 
fpedtacle to the people. 

The King of Spain , provok’d at the late attempt 
tipon his dominions in the Wefl-Iniies , declar’d, 
war againft England ; and the Protestor, on the 
other hand, difpatch’d orders to admiral Blake, to The Pro- 
watch the return of the Spanijh plate,-fleet, and teftor 
make what deftrudtion he could upon the coafts of £° s n $jj? e * 
Spain j and thought fit now to finilh his alliance aneewitk 
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with France, fending Lockhart his ambaflador thi- 
ther for that end. His Highnefs undertook to 
fend over an army of 6000 foot j and when the 
forts in Dunkirk and Mar dyke fhpuld be taken, they 
were to be put into his hands: And the French 
King likew,ife oblig’d himfelf, by this treaty, not 
to permit King Charles , nor his brothers, nor any 
of his relations and adherents, excepting the Queen- 
mother, to remain in any part of his dominions. 

About this time, the PrqteCtor had two fignal 
occafions given him, to exercife his charity, and 
difplay his power, and Ihew his zeal in protecting 
the Protejlants abroad. The Duke of Savoy rais’d a 
new perfection of the Vdudois , cruelly murdering 
and mafiacring many of them, and driving the reft 
from, their dwellings into the mountains. Upon 
this the ProteCtor fent to Mazarine , defiling him 
to put a flop to thefe proceedings •» adding, ‘that 
be knew well they had the Duke in their power , and 
could refirain him as they pleas'd j and if they did not , 
be mutt prefenlly break with them. The Cardinal ob- 
jected to this, as unreafonable : He promis’d to do 
good offices ; but faid, he could not anfwer for the 
effeCts. However, nothing would fatisfy thePro- 
teCtor, till they oblig’d the Duke of Savoy to reftore 
all he had unjuftly taken from his proteftant fub- 
jeCts, and to renew all their former privileges. For 
which purpofe alfo he wrote to the Duke of Savoy 
himfelf > tho’ he had otherwife no concern with 
him. But the title of Royal Highnefs. being by mi- 
ftake omitted on the letter, the major part of the 
council of Savoy, was for returning it back un- 
open'd i but the marquefs de Pianezza reprefent- 
ing to them, that Cromwell was as haughty as he 
was powerful, and would not pafs by fuch an af- 
front i that he would certainly lay Villa Franca in 
aihes, and fet the Swift Proteftant Cantons upon 
Savoy i the letter was read ; which, together with 
the Cardinal’s influence, had the defir’d fuccefs, 
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The Lord Protestor alfo rais’d a great fum of mo- 1656. 
ney for the Vaudois , and fent over Moreland to fet- UYV 
tie all their affairs,' and fupply all their Ioffes. 

The other inftance was this: There happen’d 
a tumult at Ni/mes , in which the Hugonots had 
committed fome difor^er ; who being apprehen- 
five of very fevere proceedings upon it, fent one 
over with great fecrefy and expedition to die Lord 
ProteCtor Cromwell , to defire his interpofition and 
protection. This exprefs found fo good a recep- 
tion the firft hour he came, that his Highnefs hav- 
ing receiv’d the whole account, bad him, “ Re- 
“ frefh himfelf after fo long a journey, and he 
“ would take fuch care of his bufinefs, that by the 
“ time he came to Paris , he fhould find it dif- 
“ patch'd.” Accordingly, that night he difpatch’d 
an agent with a letter to the Cardinal, and one in- 
clos'd for the King. The letter to the Cardinal was 
in Latin \ to which he added this poftfcript in 
French with his own hand *, Je viens ccapprendre la 
revolte des habitants de Ni/mes. Je recommande a 
votre eminence les interets des re/ormez. “ I have 
“ heard of the tumult at Ni/mes : I recommend to 
“ your eminence the interefts of the reformed.” 

He alfo lent inftruCtions to his ambafiador Lock- 
hart , requiring him either to prevail that the mat- 
ter might be pafs'd over, or to come away immedi- 
ately. The Cardinal complain’d of this way of 
proceeding } but the neceffity of their affairs made 
him comply. Thefe things rais’d the Protector’s 
charaCter abroad, and caus’d him to be much de- 
pended on. 

The lord Broghill, who Was one of the Prote- Hiscon- 
Ctors cabinet counfellors, was fent for from Ireland ^j^the 
to go to Scotland, and be prefident of the council lord Brog- 
there ; but he was foon weary of the place, tho' bill. 
he had a falary of 2000/. per Annum. Upon his 
return to London , Oliver told him, There's a great 
Jr\end 0/ your} in town, Broghill afking who ? 

Cromwell 
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1656. Cromwell (aid, The lord Ormond : He came to town 
v/Vv< fttcb a day , and is at fuch a place, naming it. Brog- 
btlt faid, be knew nothing of it : But the Protestor 
bad him fend Ormond word that he knew where 
he was. The lord Brogbill went himfelf, and told 
him what Cromwell had faid ; upon which the 
. marquefs made hafte away : But his lady’s papers 

were feiz'd on, who entreated lord Brogbill to in- 
tercede for her. As foon as Cromwell faw him, 
he laid with fome paffion,- You have undertaken in- 
deed for the quietnefs of a fine'perfon ! The lady Or- 
mond is conjpiring with her bufband againSt me ; 
and by your procurement , 1 have allow’d her 2000 1 . 
a year of the marquefs' s eftate , becaufe they are fuffer- 
ers in Ireland. Shfs a wicked woman , and fhall not 
have a farthing of it. The lord Brogbill feeing him 
angry, return’d a foft anfwer, whidi feldom fail'd 
to pacify him ; and humbly dejir*d to know what 
grounds be bad for fo fever e a ccnfure, Grounds e- 
nough , reply’d the Prote&or : There , read it (giv- 
ing him a letter) ’tis her own band. Lord Brog- 
bill looking upon it, faid, It was not lady Or- 
mond's band , but the lady Ifabella Thynn'r, between 
whom and the marquefs there bad been an intrigue. 
How will you prove it? faid Cromwell. Eafily, re- 
ply’d the other, for I have fome letters of that ladfs 
by me \ which being fhewn to the Protestor, he 
was fatisfy’d. 

. Having mention’d this inftance of intelligence 
of lord Ormond's being in town, it may be proper 
enough to infert here what Bifhop Burnet fays of 
Cromwell s ufing Sir Richard Willis for aipy. “ Q- 
** liver , fays he, underftood that one Sir Richard 
** Willis was chancellor Hydds chief confident, to 
whom he wrote often, and to whom all the par- 
“ ty fubmitted. So he found a way to talk with 
** him : He faid. He did not intend to hurt any of 
** the party , bis deftgn was rather to fave them from 
* ruin; They were apt, after (heir cups, to run into 
* ' , ** joofijb 
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** fodifh plots , which flgnif/d nothing hut to ruin thofe 1656. 

“ who were engag’d m them : He knew they confulted 
** him in every thing. All be defied of him was to 
“ know thofe plots , that he might fo difconcert them 
“ that none might fuffer for them. If he clapt ary of 
“ them up inprijon , it jhould he only for a little time , 

“ aW they jhould he interrogated only about fame tri- 
“ fling difeourfe , »«vr about the buftnefs they bad 
“ engag'd in. He offer’d #*»//« whatever he tfould 
“ accept of, and to give it when, or as he pleas’d.** 

They ftruck up a bargain, and none was trufted 
with this but his fecretary ‘Tburloe, who was a very 
dextrous man at getting intelligence. Thus Crom- 
well had all the King’s party in a net: And the 
Bilbop tells us, he knew every thing that pafs’d in . 
the King’s little court, and yet not one of his fpies 
was difcover*d but Manning , who was fliot to death 
in the territories of the Duke of Newburgh. 

The Protestor having concluded the treaty with 
France , refolv’d now on a vigorous proiecution of 
the war with Spain. For this purpofe, admiral 
Blake, and Montague, afterwards Earl of Sandwich , 
were order’d with a ftrong navy to block up the 
port of Cadiz. Here they lay feveral weeks, but 
could not provoke die enemy to come out and 
fight, till want of water, and other neteflaries, 
oblig’d them to fail to Wyers-bay in Portugal for Thety*. 
fielh fupplies; captain Stayner, in the mean time, Opiate-* 
being left behind with feven {hips •, who, whilft fleet de- 
the commanders were gone to the foremention’d 
place, efpy’d the Spamfh plate- fleet making direft- “ 
ly for Cadiz, and refolved to foil upon it *, which, 
with the Speaker , Bridgwater and Plymouth frigates, ' 
whilft the' reft were behind, he fo bravely per- 
form’d, that in a few hours the whole fleet was 
quite fpoil’d. One ihip was funk, another burnt, 
in which the marquifo- of Badajox , vice-roy of 
Mexico, with his lady and eldeft daughter, perifh’d 
fi t&e flaqtcsi two yrcrfc forc’d on grouud, one run 
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1656. away, and two remain’d in the conqueror’s hands; 
l/TVJ which being brought to P or tf mouth, the bullion, to 
the value of above two millions, was there landed, 
and convey'd in carts to London, as a trophy and 
triumph of war. 

A parlia* . The ProteStor being now in the height of his 
ment re- glory, refolv’d to call a parliament ; to which it is 
Mv’4 on. thought by fome he could have no other motive 
or inducement, than to make a party, for a crown, 
and get the title of King conferr’d on him, which 
was the only thing he granted ; for as to the power 
of a King, he was really more formidable than any 
of the Englijh Monarchs ever were. But others think 
the neceflary expences of the Spanijh war was the 
main oecafion of it. Whatever his delign-was, a 
parliament was to be fummon’d, and writs were if- 
liied throughout the three nations for election of 
members for that purpofe ; in which all endeavours 
were us’d to hinder thofe from being chofen, who 
were moft likely to obftruSk the Protestor's defigns: 
For this reafon the prefident Bradjhaw, Sir Henry 
Vane, lieutenant-general Ludlow and others were 
fummon’d before the council j and after confuta- 
tion, upon their rcfufing to give fecurity not to aSk 
againft the government. Sir Henry Vane was lent 
prifoner to Carijbrook caftle, Ludlow was order’d to 
be taken into cuftody, and Bradjhaw , though per- 
mitted to go his circuit, as chief juftice of Chefter, 
had letters lent after him to deter perfons from giv- 
ing their votes for him. 

TjjePrcn Having mention’d lieutenant-general Ludloztfs 
4Hcourfe king taken into cuftody, I lhall conclude this chap- 
with Lud- ter with an account of what pafs’d between him 
iva at the and the Protestor at the council-table, as previous 
SxS. Cl1 thereunto. When he appear’d before the council 
according to fummons, his Highnefs charg’d him 
with difperfing treafonable books in Ireland , and 
with endeavouring to render the officers of the ar- 
my difaffeSted, by difcourfing to them about new 

models 
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models of government. Ludlow confefs’d, he had 
caus’d fome papers to be difpers’d in Ireland , but 
faid they , could not juftly be ca)l’d treafonabki 
and that though he knew not it was a crime to de- 
bate concerning forms of government, yet, to the 
belt of his remembrance , 1 he had not lately done' 
any fuch thing. The protestor then told him, he 
was not ignorant of the many plots that were car- 
rying onto difturb the prefent power; and he 
thought it his duty to fecure fuch as hefulpe&ed. 
To which Ludlow reply’d, that there were two du- 
ties requir’d by God of the magiftrate, «iz, To be 
a terror to evil-doers, and a praife to them that do 
.well; and whether his actions were good or bad, 
he was ready to fubmit to a legal trial : That he. 
knew no other way to fecure the magiftrate from 
being afraid of the people, or the people from the 
dread of the magiftrate, but by both doing what is 
juft and good. Tou do welly faid the Protestor, to 
reflect on our fears ; yet I would have you know, that 
what I do , proceeds not from any motive of fear , but 
from a timely prudence to forefee and prevent danger ; 
and had I done as I Jhould, I bad fecund you imme- 
diately upon your coming into England, or at leaji 
when you defied to be freed from the engagement you 
bad given after your arrival: And therefore I now' 
require you to give ajfurance not to all againjl the go- 
vernment. The lieutenant-general denr*d to be ex- 
• cus*d as to that, remembring him' of the reafons he 
had formerly given for his refufal ; and added, that 
he was in his power, and he might ufe him as he 
thought fit. Pray then , faid Cromwell, what is it 
that you would have ? May not every man be as good 
as be will ? What can you defire more than you have ? 
It were eafy , anfwer’d Ludlow, to tell what we 
would have. What is that, I pray ? reply’d the Pro- 
testor. That which we fought for , faid Ludlow, 
‘That the nation might be governed by its own confenh 
I am, laid the other, as much for a government by 
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1656. eonfent as any man ; but where Jhall we find that eon - 
s^V'o' fntt amongjlthe prelatical, prelbyterian, indepen* 
dent, anabaptift, or levelling parties ? To which 
Ludlow anfwer’d, Amongft tbofe of all forts, who have ' 
afted with fidelity and affetiion to thepubUck. The Pro- 
testor then fell to commending the prelent govern- 
ment, extolling the protection and quiet which the 
people enjoy'd under it ; and faid, he was refolved 
to keep the nation from being imbru’d in blood . LucU 
low faid. He thought too much blood had been 
already ihed, unlefs there were a better account of 
it. You do well, repl^d the Prote&or, to charge 
us with the guilt of blood ; but we think there is a 
good return for what bath been Jhed ; and we under - 
ftand what clandeftine correfpondences are carrying on 
at Ibis time between the Spaniards and tbofe of your 
party, who made ufe of your name, and affirm that 
you will own them and affifi them. Ludlow told him, 
he knew not what he meant by Ins party , and he 
could truly lay, that if any had enter'd into an en- 
gagement with Spain, they had had no advice from > 
him fo to do ; and if they would ule his name, he 
could not help it. His Highnefs then in a fofter 
way, told him, That be dejir’d not to put any more 
hardjhips on him than on bimfelf ; that be bad been 
always ready to do him all the good offices that lay in 
his power , and that he aim*d at nothing by this pro- 
ceeding but the publick quiet and fecurily. Truly, 
Sir, faid the other, 1 know not why you fhould be 
an enemy to me, who have been faithful to you in all 

, your Difficulties. Upon which the Protestor laid, 

I underjtand not what you mean by my difficulties : 

1 am fure they were not fo properly mine as tbofe of 
tht publick\ for in refpeEl to my outward condition, I 
have not much improrfd it, as tbefe gentlemen (point- 
ing to his council) well know. To this they ap- 
pear'd to aflent, by rifmg from their feats; and 
therefore Ludlow (as he tells us) thought fit not 
! to infill farther on that point j but contented him- 
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felf to fay, that it was from that duty which he 1656. 
owed to the publick, whereof the Proteftor ex- 
prefs’d fo great regard, that he durft not give the 
fecurity he defied » apprehending it to be againft 
the liberty of the people, and contrary to Jaw : 

For proof of which he produc'd an aft of parlia- 
ment, x ‘ For reftraining the council from impri- 
u foning any of the free-born people of England ; 

“ and if they Ihould do fo, requiring the juftices 
“ of the Upper Bench , upon the application of the 
“ aggrieved party, to grant his Habeas Corpus , and*. 

“ give him con uder able damages.” But, faid the 
Proteftor, did not the army and council of J 1 ate com- 
mit perfons to prifon ? To this Ludlow anfwered, 
that fhe council of ftate did fo, but it was by vir- » 
cue of an authority granted to them by the parlia- 
ment ; and if the 'army had fometimes afted in 
chat manner, it had been in time of war, and then 
only in order to bring the perfons fecured to a le- 
gal trial. A juftice of peace , faid Cromwell, may 
commit , andjballmtl? Ludlow told him, a juftice 
' of peace was a legal officer, and authoriz’d by the 
law to do fo i which he could not be though he . 
were King, becaufe if he did wrong therein, no re- 
medy could be had againft him. Therefore, laid he, 
if I have offended againft the law , 7 .defire to be re- 
ferred to a juftice of the peace , that I may be pro- 
ceeded with according to law ; but if I have done no- 
thing to defense a reftraint , that then 1 may have my 
liberty. Upon this, he was order’d to withdraw ; 
and major-general Lambert advis’d, that he might 
be peremptorily requir’d to give the feqirity de- 
manded : But the Proteftor faid. That the air of 
Ireland was good , that be bad a houfe there , and 
therefore be thought it beft to fend him t hither. In 
the end, the lieutenant-general refolutely refilling • 
to give the faid fecurity, was order’d to be taken . 
into cuftody, as before related. 

Chap. 
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Chap. VI. 

From the meeting of hit third Parliament, 
to bis being confirm'd Protector by the 
Humble petition and advice. 

O N the 17th day of September , the new par- 
liament met his Highnels the Lord Protestor 
in IVefiminfier-Abby ; where Dr. John Owen , vice- 
chancellor of Oxford , preach’d a fermon on thele 
words in Ifaiab , JVhat Jhall one then anfwer the 
meffengers of the nation ? That the Lord bath found- 
ed Zion, and the poor of bis people Jball trujt in it. 
This being over, the Protestor with the members 
went to the Painted-chamber , where he made a fhort 
fpeech to them, and then difmifs’d them to their 
houfe : But here they found a guard plac’d, and 
none were fuffer’d to enter but fuch as had certi- 
ficates given them, in this form, Tbefe are to cer- 
tify, that A. B. is returrid by indenture one of the x 
members to ferve in this prefent parliaments fo r— ■ — 
and approv'd by bis Highnefs’s council.- By this means 
near a hundred members were excluded, who there- 
upon prefented a petition to the fitting members, 
declaring, “ That being chofen by the country to 
“ ferve with them, they were ready to difeharge 
“ their duty ; but were prevented from doing To 
“ by the power of the fword, and refus’d admit- 
** tance into the houfe by a guard of foldiers.” 
Upon this, a committee being lent to the Protestor 
and his council, return’d with this anfwer, “ That 
“ if the perfons complaining would apply them- 
“ felves to them, they fhould be reliev’d if there 
“ was caufe.” The excluded members therefore 
feeing no redrefs, appeal’d to the people in a fevere 
remonftrance, or proteftation, complaining, “That 
“ the Lord protestor had by force of arms inva- 

“ ded 
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•* ded their fundamental right and, liberty, and 1656. 
“ violently prevented the meeting of the people’s 
“ chofen deputies in parliament ; and concluding 
“ with an appeal to God and all the good people , 
“ of England for afliftance and protection in their 
“ fervice, &?r.” 

The fitting members made choice of Sir Tho- The par- 
mas Widdrington for their Speaker ; and ’twas foon liamen '’* 
perceiv’d that they were difpofed tb act according 
to the ProteCtor’s mind. On the firft of October 
they refolv’d, “ That the war againft the Spaniards 
“ was undertaken upon juft and neceflary grounds, 

“ and for the good of the people of the common- 
“ wealth ; and that the parliament doth approve 
thereof, and will by God’s blefiing affift his- 
“ Highnefs therein.” They then proceeded to 
pals feveral aCts •, as “ 1. An aCt that palfing of 
“ bills Ihould not determine this prefent feflion of 
“ parliament. 2. An aft for renouncing and dif- 
“ annulling the pretended title of Charles Stuart. 

“ 3. An aft for fecurity of his Highnefs the Lord 
“ Proteftor'his perfon, and continuance of the- na- 
* ( tion in peace and fafetyj whereby ’twas madf 
“ high-treafon to attempt, compafs, or imagine 
“ the death of the ProteCtor. 4. An aCt for tak- 
ing away the court of Wards and Liveries. 

** 5. An aCt for the exportation of feveral com- 
modities of the breed, growth and manufacture 
“ of this commonwealth.” And farther, to make 
good what they had refolv’d, great Turns of money 
were granted v to carry on the Spanijh war. For 
this purpofe, an aCt was pafs’d, “ For an affelT- 
“ ment of 60,000/. a month for three months up- 
“ on England *, another for 5000 /. a month for 
** the fame time, on Scotland ; and the lame on 
“ Ireland .” There was alfo another aft pafs’d, 

“ For 30,000 /. a month for England, 6000 1 . a 
“ month for Scotland , and 9000 /. a month for ■ 

** Ireland , to be paid for three whole years next 
Z “ enfuing.’* , 
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** enfuing.” Another, “ For continuing of ton- 
“ nage and poundage.” And another (which was 
the revival of an old aft) “ For preventing mul- 
“ tiplicity of buildings in and about the Suburbs 
** of London, and within ten miles thereof; a 
“ whole year’s revenue to be prefently paid, for all 
** houfes which had been built upon pew foypda- 
“ tions fince the year 1620.” 

These bills, with feveral others, were at feve- 
ral times pafs’d by the Proteftor, coming in ftate 
as a Sovereign to the Painted-chamber, And when 
the money bills with fome others were pafs’d, he 
made this fljort fpeech to the Speaker : “ I per- 
ceive, that among thefe many afts of parliament, 
( * there hath been a very great, care had by the par- . 
“ liament, to provide for the juft and neceftary 
“ fupport of the commonwealth, by thefe bills 
“ for levying of money now brought to me, which 
“ I have given my confent unto : And underftand- 
ing it hath been the prafticeof thole who have 
“ been chief governors, to acknowledge with 
“ thanks to the commons, their care and regard 
“ of chepublick, I do very heartily and thankfully 
■** acknowledge their kindnefs herein.” 

The parliament had not fat two months when 
the exorbitant power of the major-generals came 
under confideration. The Proteftor had hitherto 
given them good words ; but fearing they might 
in time ecliple his own greatnefs, he was now for 
fuppreffing their authority. And lo Mr. CleypoU 
his fop-in-law ftood up (which was an unufual thing 
with him) and told the houfe, “ That he could 
** but ftart the game, and muft leave thole who 
“ had more experience, to follow the chace ; and 
** therefore Ihould only" fay, that he had formerly 
“ thought it neceflary, in refpeft to the condition 
“ in which the nation had been, that the major- 
“ generals Ihould be entrufted with the authority 
** they had exercis’d ; but in the prefent ftate of 

“ affairs, 
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**' affairs, he conceived it inconfiftent with the laws 1 656. 

“ of England and liberties of the people, to con- 
** tinue their power any longer.” This motion 
was a clear dire&ion to the court party in the houfe ; 
who being well affur’d, that Cleypole had deliver'd 
the fenfe, if not the very words of the Protestor 
therein, join’d as one man in oppofing and abo- 
lilhing the power of thefe major-generals. 

About this time, one James Naylor, alatefol- Account 
dier under general Lambert, took upon him to 7 * mtt 
perfonate our Saviour, refembling Jiis pidture in his >r ' 
garb, hair, and looks. He went about with difci- 
ples, and women miniftring unto him, and enter’d 
the city of Bristol, riding upon an afs, his followers 
ftrewing his way with leaves and boughs of trees, 
and crying, Hofanna , blejfed is be who cometb in 
the name of the Lord. He alfo pretended he could 
heal the lick, raife the dead, and faft forty days, 
and gave no other anfwer to any queftion, bur, 
fthou baft /aid it. The magiftrates of Bristol lent 
him up to the parliament, who refolv’d, “ That 
“ James Naylor was guilty of horrid blafphemy, 

“ and a great feducer of the people and inftead 
of fending him to Bedlam , which would have been 
the propereft place for him, they ordered the 
Speaker to pronounce this fevere fentence againft 
him, viz. “ To ftand in the pillory for two hours 
“ at WeSiminSier ; to be whipp’d by the hangman 
“ from WeJlminSter to the Old Exchange , and there 
x * to Hand in the pillory two hours more ; his 
“ tongue to be bored through with a hot iron, 

“ and his forehead ftigmatiz’d with the letter Bj 
“ to be afterwards font to Bristol , and convey’d 
“ through the city on a horfe bare-back’d, and his 
** face backward, and hisbody whipp’d in the market- 
“ place ; to be brought back to London, and commit- 
“ ted to prifon in Bridewell, and there to be kept from 
“ all company, and to have no relief, but what he 
“ fltould earn from hard labour i and being debarr’d 
? 2 “the 
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1656. “ the ufe of pen ink and paper, to be kept to conti- 
“ nual work, till he fhould be difcharged by the par- 
“ liament.” Whitelock fays, many thought he was tocr 
furioufly profecuted by fome rigid men. And we muft 
obferve likewife, that the above account, which is the 
moft ufual, that is given of his herefies and blafphe- 
mies, is denied by the body of Quakers, whoreprefent 
him a plain man, of great zeal, and nogreat capacity. 

About this time, there was a new difcovery 
made of a defperate plot againft. the Protestor’s 
perfon ; which made the aSts pafs’d for his fecurity 
be judg’d highly feafonable. Miles Syndercomb , a 
Leveller , having been calhier’d in Scotland ', com- 
bin’d with one Cecil and one “Troop, of his High- 
nefs’s life-guard, to aflaflinate the Protestor near 
Brentford, as he was going to Hampton-Court. Syn- 
dercomb, being betray’d by the other confpirators, 
ftoutly deny’d the plot, but was condemn’d upon 
the ftatute of 25 Edw. III. the chief juftice Glynn 
declaring it treafon in cafe of a Protestor, as well 
as a King, fince by the word King any chief magistrate 
Was underftood. The prifoner was found dead, 
when the day appointed for his execution came ; 
whereupon his body was dragg’d naked by a 
horfe’s tail to thefcaffold on Tower-hill, and there 
bury’d, with a (lake driven through it. The Pro- 
testor was very much difturb’d at this accident j 
for inftead of bringing this man to make fome ufe- 
ful difcovery to him, which he expedited, he found 
himfelf under the reproach of caufing him to be 
poifoned, as being afraid to bring him to publick 
juftice. However, a day of publick thankfgiving 
was appointed for the Protestor’s deliverance \ 
when, after a fcrmon at St. Margaret's Westminster, 
his Highnefs treated the Speaker and Members in 
the Banqueling-houfe at Whitehall, with more than 
ordinary marks of endearment. 

On the 6th of February there was a great meet- 
ing of learned men at Whitelock* s houfe at Chelfea, 
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purfuant to this order of parliament: Ordered, “ That 
“ it be referr’d to a committee to fend for and advife 
“ with Dr. Walton, Mr. Hughes , Mr. Caftle, Mr. 
‘‘ Clerk, Mr. Poulk , Dr. Cudwortb , and fuch as 
“ they (hall think fit, and to confider of the tranf- 
“ lations and imprefiions of the bible, and to offer 
•** their opinions therein.” And about a Week 
after. Dr. Walton publifh’d the Polyglott bible. 

The parliament had fat about fix months, when 
the debate came on in the houfe about changing 
Cromwell’s title of Protestor into that of King. A 
new instrument was drawn .up, and read in the 
houfe, having a blank left for the title of the 
Tingle perfon, and two other blanks for two houfes 
of parliament. This was brought in by Mr. Pack, 
a rich alderman of London, who was fuppos’d to 
be very much in the court intereft ; and when it 
came to be debated, ’twas fharply oppos’d by the 
foldiers party in the houfe •, who joining with the 
'Republicans, fell To furioufly upon Pack for his 
preemption and unparliamentary proceeding, that 
they bore him down from the Speaker’s chair to 
the bar of the houfe. But this heat lafted not long ; 
for the lord Broghill , chief juftice Glynn, and others 
who were privy to the main defign, alledging, 
“ That being mailers of their own refolutions, 
“ they might retain as much of this new formas 
“ was good, and rejedt what was otherwife they 
by this means brought it to be debated : And tho* 
they met with fome oppofition therein, yet when 
•it came to be put to the queftion, they carried all 
before them, and grew fo bold as to move, “ That 
“ the blank left for the infertion of the title of the 
“ chief magiftrate might be fill’d up with the name 
.** of King : ” Which motion, tho’ very much op- 
pos’d by lieutenant-general Fleetwood, was like- 
wife carried, and the name voted, together with the 
filling up the two blanks left for the two houfes, with 
the words, Houfe of Commons, and Other Houfe. * 
Z 3 This 

Digitized by Google 


,341 

1656. 


' 1657. 
Defign of 
making 
Cromwell 
King. 


The par- 
liament 
vote him 
the title. 



34 * 

1657, 

And offfer 
it to him. 


He de- 
murs upon 
it. 


A com- 
mittee tp 
pointed t( 
fatisfy 
him. 


The LIFE of 

This- done, on the 4th of April they prefented 
this writing to the- Lord Prote&or, which was 
ftil’d, The bumble petition and advice of the parlia- 
ment of England, Scotland, and Ireland to bis Htgh- 
nefs ; at which time, the Speaker, Sir Thomas Wid- 
drington , made a fpeech to him, recommending 
the title and office of a King , as fettled here with 
Cbriftianity itfelf, approv'd and retairtd by our an- 
cestors, and every way fitted to the laws and temper of 
the people of England. The Protettor, however 
inclinable he was to accept of this offer, yfet find- 
ing it to be againft the humour and bent of the army, 
and the chief officers of it, and that his fon-in-law 
Fleetwood , and his brother-in-law Defborough were 
particularly averfe to it, inftead of a ready ftifent, 
thought fit to demur upon it ; and the better to 
protraft time, in hopes of gaining upon the offi- 
cers, he defired, “ That a committee might be 
“ appointed to confer with him, and to offer him 
** better knowledge and fatisfaftion in this great 
*-* caufe.” 

A Committee was accordingly appointed, 
which on April 1 1. met him in the Painted- cham- 
ber. Wbiteiock was chairman, and the chief fpeakers 
befides him were, the lord Broghill , chief juftice 
St. John , chief juftice Glynn , the lords commiffioners 
Fiennes and Life , Lentbal matter of the Rolls, Sir 
Charles Wolfley, Sir Richard Onflow, and colonel 
Jones. Thefe for two diftintt days ' fucceflively 
entertained the Protestor with long fpeeches, en- 
deavouring to perfuade him to accept of the title 
of King, which the parliament had offer’d him. 
Their arguments were principally thefe : “ That 
*■* the name of a Protedlor, as he held it, was unr 
“ known to the Englifh conftitution •, but the title 
'** of King had the only foundation in the an- 
“ cient and known la\vs of the nation, was inter- 
4 ‘ woven with our laws, and fuited to the genius of 

the people ; Th^t it was the head from whence 
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all the nerves and finews of the government pro* 
“ ceeded ; and if a new head was put on,* it was a 
“ queftion, whether thofe nerves and finews would 
“ grow and receive nourifhment : That for him 
* ‘ to take up the office of King, without the title, was 
“ to take it up with adl the objections of lcandal 1 
“ That the King, the Laws of the nation, the Li- 
“ berties of the people, and alfo Parliaments them- 
“ felves, had, but one foundation, and that the end 
“ of the late war was not to deftroy Kingjhip , as 
“ appeared: by fix or feven of the parliament’s de- 
“ clarations, one of which was ordered to be read 
“ in all churches.” His Highnefs anfwer’d, 
“ That thefe arguments were cogent, but not la- 
“ tisfa&ory •, that the title of ProteCtor might be 
“‘adapted to the laws ; that providence was againft 
“ them, that had already altered the name ; and 
“ that he were much to be blamed, if he fhould 
4 ‘ difpleafe fo many pious and religious men, who 
“ would take offence at fuch a proceeding.” The 
committee reply’d, “ That the title ought to be 
“ accommodated to the laws, and not the laws to 
“ the title: That the innovation of title was 
“ fufpe&ed, as being the cover of hidden tyranny, 
** and that the inconveniences of fuch change were 
“ not prefently felt ; for which very reafon, it was 
“ by the parliament deny'd to King James, when 
** he came firft to this kingdom, to change the ti- 
“ tie of King of England and Scotland, into .that of 
“ Great Britain: That by refilling the title of 
“ King, he would not fo much derogate from his 
** own honour, as from the nation’s,- for whofe 
** honour it was to have a King\i or the fupreme 
“ governor : That under the name of Protector 
“ was never defign’d the fupreme moderator, but 
** a temporary officer for guarding the King in 
“ his minority, and adminiftring of the kingdom ; 
** and that -generally fuch had been unfortunate : 

That that appellation having at this time fprung 
Z 4 “ from 
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1657.. “from the foldiers, favour’d of conqueft, and 
s/V'- 1 “ might with very good reafon be refcinded by 
“ the parliament- That without the title of King 
“ the government would be unftable and flitting, 

“ and would not long ftand, being on a tottering 
“ foundation •, as it had been chang’d three or four 
“ times in thefe five years, and did flill fluftuate: 

“ That this had been the great encouragement of 
“ thofe attempts againft his perfon, that the law did 
“ not take notice of him as chief magiftrate ; 

“ and that juries were generally backward in 
“ finding any guilty of treafon upon that account : 

“ But by the laws made in Edward IV. and Henry 
“ VIPs time, whatever was done by a King in pof- . 

■ “ was good and valid, and all that fervid 

“ under him were fafe and exempt from punifh- 
. “ ment. By thofe, laws his enemies had hitherto 
“ pleaded 'indemnity, but by his afluming what 
“ was defir’d, thofe laws they pretended for their 
“ difobedience, would tie them, even by their own 
“ principles, to obedience. That tho’ part of the 
“ long parliament had taken away King/hip, yet 
- “ now it was fet up again by a fuller reprdenta- 

“ tive of three nations ; and fince the parliament 
“ of England , Scotland , and Ireland , had advis’d 
“ and defir’d, him to take upon him the title of 
“ King , he ought not in reafon and equity to re- 
“ fufe it. That Providence was no lefs confpicu- 
“ ous in turning the government again into mo- 
“ narchy, for avoiding confufion, and bridling the 
“ tumults of the people, than in changing the • 
“ name of Monarchy into Proteflorjhip : And that 
“ good and pious men would acquiefce in the de- 
He fiiu “ cree °f the parliament, altho’ perhaps they might 
demurs. “ feem privately to differ.” In the end, his High- 
ne(s gratefully acknowledg’d the kindnefs Of the 
offettr but would not give a prefent anfwer, ac- 
quainting the committee, “ That’ he would con- 
“ fider of all they had faid, vndfeek to God for 

“ counfcl i 
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counfel ; and then he would fend for them, and 1657. 
“ declare his refolution.” . , 

The Protector was now under great difficulties 
.and diftraftion of mind, and many days pafe’d be-? 
fore he could come to a refolution in this weighty 
affair. Whilft this bufmefs was in agitation, the 
4 Lord Brogbill (afterwards Earl of Orrery) as Bifhop A remar- 
Burnet informs us, coming one day to Cromwell, Jfablecon- 
-and telling him he had been in the city, the Pro- 
tedtor enquir’d of him. What news he had heard and the 
there ? The Lord Orrery told him, He bad beard he Earl of 
was in treaty with the King, who was to be reftor’d, ° rrer 3 ‘ 
and to marry bis daughter. Cromwell fhewing no 
difpleafure at this, the Earl faid. In the Jlate to 
which things were reduced , he could fee no better ex- 
pedient : They might bring him in on what terms. they 
p leafed ; and bis Higbnefs might retain the fame au- 
thority be then had, with lefs trouble. To this Crom- 
well anfwer*d. The King can never forgive his Far 
thetas blood. The Earl reply’d, He was one of many 
that were concert? d in that, but be would be alone in 
the merit of restoring him : Upon which the Pro- 
testor faid. He is fo damnably debauch? d, he would 
undo us all ; and fo went off to other difcourle 
without' any emotion ; which made his lordfhip 
conclude he had often thought of that expedient. 

The Protestor in the mean time kept himfelf on 
fuch a referve, that no man knew what anfwer he 
would give to- the parliament’s offer, tho* ’twas 
thought moft likely that he would accept of it. He, 
as Ludlow informs us, endeavour’d by all poffible 
means to perfuade the officers of the army to approve 
the defign ; for which purpofe he one time invited 
himfelf to dine with colonel Dejborougb, and carried 
lieutenant-general Fleetwood with him. He began 
to droll with them about Monarchy, and fpeaking He endea- 
flight of it, faid. It was but a feather in a man's 
cap, and therefore he wonder* d that men would not * 
pleafe the children, and let them enjoy their rattle. But 

they 
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1 657. they being very ferious upon the matter, allur'd him, 
That there was more in it than he perceiifd : 'That thofe 
who put him upon it were no enemies to Charles Stuart ; 
and if be accepted of it, he would draw inevitable ruin 
on himfelfand friends. Having thus founded than, 
that he might. conclude as he began, he told them. 
If bey were a couple of fcrupulous fellows, and fo went, 
away. At another time entring more ferioufly 
into debate with thefe two, he faid. It was a tempt- 
ing of God to etepofe fo many worthy men to death and 
poverty , when there was a certain way to fecure them. 
But they infilling upon the oaths they had taken, he 
reply’d, That thefe oaths were againjl the power and 
■ tyranny of Kings , but not againjl the four letters that 
made the word King. 

The next day, his Highnels fent a meflage to 
the houfe, requiring their attendance to-morrow 
morning in the Painted Chamber , intending, as all 
then thought, there to declare his acceptance of 
the crownr But in the mean time meeting with his 
brother Dejborough , as he was walking in the park, 
and acquainting him with his refolution, he re- 
> ceiv*d this anfwer from him, That then be gave the 
caufe , and Ms family alfo for loft » and tbtf be refolifd 
never to a£l againjl him , yet he would not aft for him 
after that time. And fo after fome farther dif- 
courle, Dejborough went home, and there found Colo- 
nel Pride , whom the prote&or had knighted ; and 
imparting to him his Highnefs’s intention to accept 
the title of King , Pride immediately anfwer’d, He 
/hall not. Dejborough alk’d him, How he would hin- 
der it ? Whereupon Pride faid, Get me a petition ■ 
dhawn and I will prevent it. And fo they both 
went to Dr. Owen, and prevail’d on him to draw 
. a petition according to their mind. 

- The next morning, the houfe being met, fome 
officers of the army coming to the parliament 
door, lent in a mellage to colonel Dejborough , to 
let him known that they had a petition, and defir’d 
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him to prefnt it to the houfe. But he knowing 1657. 
the contents of it, and thinking it not proper for 
him to take publick notice of it before it was pre- 
fented, inform’d the houfe, that certain officers of 
the army had a petition to prefent to them ; and 
' mov’d that they Ihould be call’d in, and have leave 
to prefent it with their own hands ; which the 
houfe generally agreed to, not thinking the army 
would oppofe their defigns. And <fo the petition 
being deliver’d by lieutenant-colonel Mafim, was 
read in the houfe, and was to this effect ; “ That Their pe- 
“ they had hazarded their, lives againft Monarchy, »* . 
*f and were ftill ready fo to do, in defence of the 
“ liberties of the nation: That having obfefv’d in King. 

“ feme men great endeavours to bring the nation 
** again under their old fervitude, by preffing theit 
“ General to take upon him the tide and goverfl- 
** ment of King, in order to deftroy him, and 
** weaken the hands of thofe who were faithful to 

the publick j they therefore humbly defied that 
“ they would difcountenance all fuch perfons and ' 

“ endeavours, and continue ftedfaft to the old 
“ caufe, for the prefervation of which they, fot* 

“ their parts, were molt ready to lay down theit 
“ lives*” 

’Tis hard to fay whether the Parliament or the 
Protestor was moft furpriz’d at this unexpected 
addrefs. As foon as his highnefs heard of it, he 
fent for his fon-iti-law Fleitwood , and told him. 

That be wonder* d be would fuffer fuch a petition to 
proceed fo far , which he might have hinder’d, finct 
he knew it to be bis refolution not to accept the crown 
without the confent of the army j and therefore be de- 
fin’d him. to hafien to the houfe, and to put them off 
from doing any thing farther therein. Accordingly 
the lieutenant-general went immediately thither, 
jsnd told them, “ That the petition ought not to- 
“ be debated, much lefs to be anfwer’d, at this 
f ‘ time, the contents of it being to defire them 

« not 
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1-657. “ not to prefs his Highnefs to be King ; wherea* 
“ the prefent bufinefs was to receive his anfwer to 
“ what had been formerly offer’d to him ; and 
“ therefore he defir’d that the debate of it might 
' “ be put off, till they had received his anfwer.” 

The houfe having agreed to this, receiv’d a mef- 
fage from the Prote&or, that inftead of meeting 
him in the Painted Chamber , where he us’d to fpeak 
to them, they would meet him in the Banqueting * 
houfe i whither being accordingly come, his High? 

. nefs made a broken kind of fpeech to them, as 
follows: 

His fpeech “ Mr. Speaker, I came hither to anfwer that 
to thepar- “ that was in your laft paper to your committee 
• lament. “ you lent to me, which was in relation to the 
“ defires which were offered to me by the houfe, 
“ in that they call’d their petition. I confefs 
“ that bufineis hath put the houle, the parlia- 
“ ment, to a great deal of trouble, and fpent 
“ much time ; I am very lorry, that it hath coft 
“ me fome and fome thoughts; and becaufe I 
“ have been the unhappy occafion of the expence 
“ of fo much time, I lhall fpend little of it now. 
“ I have, the bell I can, revolv’d the whole bu*. 
“ finefs in my thoughts, and I have faid fo much 
“ already in teftimony of the whole, that I think 
“ I lhall not need to repeat any thing that I have 
“ faid.' I think it is a government, that the aims 
“ of it feeks much a fettling the nation on a good 
“ foot in relation to civil rights and liberties, 
“ which are the rights of the nation ; and I hope 
“ I lhall never be found to be of them that lhall 
“ go about to rob the nation of thofe. rights, but 
to ferve them what I can to the attaining of 
“them. It hath alfo exceeding well provided for 
“ the fafety and fecurity of honeft men, in that 
“ great, natural, and religious liberty, which is 
. “ liberty of conscience. Thefe are great funda- 

“ mentals, and I muft bear my teftimony to them 
. “ (a& 
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Ct (as I have and lhall do ftill, lb long as God lets 1657. 
“ me live in this world) that the intentions of the WV 
“ things are very honourable and honeft, and the 

produd worthy of a parliament: I have only 
“ had the unhappinefs both in my conferences 
** with your committees, and in the bell thoughts 
“ I could take to myfelf, not to be convided of 
“ the neceflky of that thing, that hath been in* 

.** filled upon by you, to wit, the tide of King, as 
“ in itfelf lb necefiary, as it feems to be appre- 
“ hended by yourfelves •, and 1 do, with all ho* 

“ nour and refped to the judgment of the parlia- 
“ ment, ceftify that ( cateris paribus) no private 
“ judgment is to lie in the balance with thejudg- 
“ ment of a parliament : But in things that re- 
“ fped particular perfons, every man, that is to 
“ give an account to God of his actions, mull in 
“ fome meafure be able to prove his own work; 

“ and to have an approbation in his own confci- 
“ ence of that he is to do, or forbear ; and whilft 
“ you are granting others liberties, furely you will 
“ not deny me this, it being not only a liberty, ■ } 

“ but a duty (and fuch a duty as I cannot without 
“ finning forbear) to examine my own heart, and 
“ thoughts, and judgment, in every work which 
“ I am to fet mine hand to, or to appear in or 
“for. 

“ I must confefs, therefore, that though I do 
“ acknowledge all the pther, yet I mull be a lit- 
“ tie confident in this ; that what with the chv 
“ cumftances that accompany human adions, whe- * 

“ ther they be circumllances of time, or perfons, 

“ whether circumftances that relate to the whole, 

“ or private or particular circumftances that con- ' 

“ cern any perfon, that is to .render an account 
“ of his own adions ; I have truly thought, and 
“ do ftill think, that if I Ihould (at the bell) do 
“ any thing on this account to anfwer your ,ex- 
“ pedation, it would be at the bell doubtingly,: 

“.‘and 

* Digitized by Google 



35 * 

1657. 


He refufes 
the title. 


A digref- 
iion, con- 
cerning a 
noble dc. 
fign of his 
jn favour 
of the p>o- 
teftant re- 
ligion. 


ih» LIFE of 

“ and certainly what is fb, is not of faith ; what- 
“ fotver is not of faith is fin to him that doth it, 
“ whether it be with relation to the fubftance of 
“ the aftion, about which the confederation is 
** converfant, or whether to circumftanees about 
* l it, which make all think indifferent actions 
** good or evil to him that doth it. I lying un- 
der this confiderajtion, think it my duty, only 
I could have wiffi'd I had dope it fdbner, for 
“ the fake of the houfe, who have laid lb infi- 
nite obligations on me; I wifh I had done it 
“ fboner for your fake, for faving time and trou- 
4 * ble and indeed for the committee's fake, to 
** whom I muff acknowledge publickly I have 
“ been unfeafonably troublefbme j I fay, I could 
M have wifh’d 1 had given it fooner ; but truly 
“ this is my arifwer, That although I think the 
“ government doth confift of very excellent parts 
** in all but that one thing, the Title ; as to me, 
* ( I fhould not be an honeft man, if I (hould not 
“ tell you, that I cannot accept of the govern- 
** ment, ijor undertake the trouble and charge of 
** it, which I have a little more experimented 
“ than every man, what troubles and difficulties 
“ do befal men under fuch trufts and in fuch un- 
** dertakings ; I fay, I am perfuaded to return 
“ this anfwer to you. That I cannot undertake this 
“ government with the title of a King: And that 
“ is mine anfwer to this great and weighty bu- 
** finefe." 

Thus Cromwell, on the 8th of May, refus’d 
the tide of King. And here we muft not omit 
a great defign of his, which he had purpos'd to 
begin his Kingfhip with, in cafe he had affum’d 
it; as 'twas related to Bifhop Burnet by one 
Stoupe , a Grifon by birth, and much trufted by 
Cromwell in' foreign affairs. The defign was, to 
fet up a council for the Protejlant -religion, in 
oppofition to the congregation de propaganda fide, 

at 
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j*t Rome. His Highnefs intended it fhould corjfifr 1657. 
of feven counfellors, and four fecretaries for dif- 
ferent provinces. The firft province was to be, 

France , Switzerland,- and the Valleys •, the fe- 
pond, the Palatinate and the other Calvitiifls > the 
third, Germany , the North, and Turkey i and the 
fourth, the Eaft and fVeft Indies. The fecreta- 
ries were to have each 500/. falary, and to keep 
a correlpendence every where, to be inform’d of 
the ftate of religion all over the world, that all 
§ood defigns by their means might be promoted. 

A fimd of iqoooI. per Annum was to be at their 
difpofal for ordinary emergencies i but they were 
farther to be fupply’d as there was occafion. - 
Chelfea college was to be fitted up for them, be- 
t ing then an old decay’d building, which had been , 
at firft ereded for writers of controverfy. The 
Bilhop concludes the account thus : “ I thought 
“ it was not fit to let fuch a preyed as this be 
“ quite loft : It was certainly a noble one But 
“ how far he would have purfu’d it, muft be left 
“ to conjedure.” 

To return ; Cromwell having refus’d the title Heiscoa- 
of King, -the parliament foon voted, “ That he 
“ fhould enjoy the tide and authority he had al- t h e huntble 
“ ready i” which was in many particulars enlarged Petition 
beyond what it was by the former Inftrument , by 
the new one, call’d The humble petition and advice. 

This inftrument confifted of eighteen articles ; but 
J fhall only give the fubftance of the chief ones, 
as follows : “ That his Highnefs under the title The fub- 

of Lord P rot eft or , would be pleas’d to exerrife ^ anceoi 
“ the ofiice of chief magiftrate over England, 

“ Scotland , and Ireland, &c. and to govern ac- 
“ cording to all things in this petition and advice: 

“ Alfo, that in his life-time he would appoint 
“ the perfon that fhould fucceed . in the govern- 
. “ ment after his death. That he would call par- 
“ figments confuting of two houfes , once in three 

“ years 
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1657* ** ycafs at fartheft. That thofe perfbns who were 
v/V^ “ legally chofen by a free eleftion of the people 
“ to ferve in parliament, might not be excluded 
** from doing their duties, but by confent of that 
“ houfe whereof they were members. That none 
. “ but thofe under the qualifications therein men- 
tion’d, fhould be capable to ferve as members 
“ in parliament. That the power of the other 
“ houfe be limited as therein prefcrib’d. That 
u the laws and ftatutes of the land be obferv’d 
and kept 5 and no laws altered, fufpended, ab- 
“ rogated, or repealed, or new laws made, but 
** by aft of parliament. That the yearly fum 
** of a million of pounds fterling be for the main- 
“ tenance of the navy and army ; and three hun* 
** dred thoufand pounds for the fupport of the 
“ government, befides other temporary fupplies, 
as the commons in parliament fhould fee ne- 
“ cefiary. That the number of the Proteftor*s 
** council fhould not be above one and twenty; 
“ whereof the quorum to be feven and not un- 
“ der. The chief officers of date, as chancellors', 
“ keepers of the- great feal, &c. to be approved 
' “ by parliament. That his Highnefs would en-. 

“ courage a godly miniftry in thefe nations ; and 
“ that fuch as do revile or difturb them the 
** worfhip of God, may be punifhed accbrding to 
“ law ; and where the laws are defeftive, new 
“ ones to be made in that behalf. That the pro- 
“ teftant Chriftian religion, as it is contained in 
“ the Old and New Tejlaments, be aflerted and 
“ held forth for the publick profeffion of thefe 
“ nations ; and no other; and that a confeffion of 
** faith be agreed upon and recommended to the 
“ people of thefe nations ; and none be permit- 
ted by words or writings, to revile or reproach. 
' “ the faid confeffion of faith, &c. M 

The twe- The preamble xax\us petition was in thefe words: 

ambleof • “ We the knights, citizens, and burgefles in this 
it. . . • “ prefent 
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“ prefen t parliament affembled, taking into our 1657. 
“ mod ferious confideration the prelent ftate of • /W 
“ thefe three nations, joined and united under 
“ your Highnels’s protection, cannot but in the 
“ firft place with all thankfulnefs acknowledge 
“ the wonderful mercy of Almighty God, in de- 
“ livering us from the tyranny and bondage, both 
“ in our fpiritual and civil concernments, t which 
“ the late King and his party defigned to bring us 
“ under, and pftrlii’d the effecting thereof by a long 
“ and bloody war : And alfo that it hath plealed 
“ God to preferve your per/on in many battles, to 
“ make you an inftrument for prelerving our 
“ peace, altho’ eviron’d with enemies abroad, 

“ and filled with turbulent, reftlefs, and unquiet 
“ fpirits in our own bowels i and as in the tread- 
“ ing down the common enemy, and reftoring 
“ us to peace and tranquility, the Lord hath us’d 
“ you lb eminently, and the worthy officers and 
“ foldiers of the army (whofe faithfulnefs to the 
“ common caufe we and all good men lhall ever 
“ acknowledge, and put a juft value upon ;) fo 
“ alfo that he will ufe you and them in die fettle- 
* 4 ment and fecuring our liberties as we are men 
“ and Chriftians, to us and our pofterity after us ; 

“ which arc thole great and glorious ends, which 
“ the good people of thefe nations have fo freely, 

“ with the hazard of their lives and ellates, lo 
** long and earneftly contended for. We confider 
“ like wife the continual danger which your life is 
“ in, from the bloody practices both of the ma- 
“ ligmnt and dif contented party (one whereof, . 

“ through the goodnels of God, you have been 
“ lately deliver’d from) it being a received prin- 
“ ciple amongft them, that no order being fettled 
“ in your life-time for the fucceffion in the govern- 
“ ment, nothing is wanting to bring us into blood 
“ and confufion, and- them to their defired ends, 

“ but the deftrq< 5 tion of your perfon : And in cafe 

A a “ things 
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“ things Ihould thus remain at your death, we 
“ are not able to exprefs what calamities would 
“ in all human probability enfue thereupon ; which 
“ we truft your Higbnefs (as well as we) do hold 
“ your felf obliged to provide againft, and not 
“ to leave a people, whofe common peace and 
“ intereft you are entrufted with, in fuch a con- 
“ dition as may hazard both, efpecially in this 
“ conjundture, when there feems to he an oppor- 
“ tunity of coming to a fettleme * upon juft and 
“ legal foundations. .Upon thefe confiderations, 
“ we have judg’d it a duty incumbent upon us to 
“ prefent and dedare thefe our moft juft and ne- 
“ ceflary dtftres to your Highnefs.” 

This Instrument being digefted and agreed up- 
on, the houfe fent to the Protestor for an audience ; 
which he appointed to be on the 25th of May y in 
the Banqueting-boufe. The members waiting up- 
on him accordingly, their Speaker fViddrington pre- 
fented and read the laid Inftrument to him, and 
defir’d his aflent *, which, after a long paufe, he 
with all the geftures of concern and perplexity, 
granted i and then declar’d to them as follows : 
** That he came thither that day, not as to a tri- 
“ umph, but with the moft ferious thoughts that 
“ ever he had in all his life, being to undertake 
“ one of the greateft burdens that ever was laid 
“ upon the back of any human creature ; lo that 
“ without the fupport of the Almighty, he muft 
“ fink under the weight of it, to the damage and 
** prejudice of thefe nations. This being lb, he 
“ muft alk help of the parliament, and of. thofe 
“ that fear God, that by their prayers hfi might 
“ receive affiftance from God ; for nothing elfe 
could enable him to difeharge fo great a duty 
“ and truft. That feeing this was but an intro- 
** duftion to the carrying on of the government of 
‘‘ thefe nations, and there were many things which 
could not be fupply’d without the affiftance of 

“ parliament, 
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** parliament, it was his duty to aflc their help b 1657. 
“ them : Not that he doubted ; for the fame fpi- 
rit that had led the parliament to tljis, would 
“ eafily fuggeft the reft to them. For his part, 

“ nothing would have induc’d him to take this un- ■ 

“ fupportable burden to flelh and blood, but that 
“ he had feen in the parliament a great care in do- 
“ ing thofe things which might really anfwer the 
“ ends that they had engag’d for, and make clear- 
** ly for the liberty of the nation, and for the in- 
“ tereft and prefervation of all fuch as fear God 
** tinder various forms : And if thefe nations were 
“ not thankful to them for their care therem, it 
' “ would fall as a fin upon their heads. That yet 
“ there were fome things wanting that tended to 
“ reformation, to the di Countenancing vice and 
“ the encouragement of virtue •, but he fpake not 
** this as in the leaft doubting their progrcfs, but 
“ as one that did heartily defire, to the end that 
“ God might crown their work, that in their own 
“ time, and with what fpeed they judg’d fit, thofe 
“ things might be provided for.” The fpeech be- 
ing ended, the members return’d again to their 
houfe. And thus did his Highnefs accomplilh a 
chief part of what he defign’d, which was to have 
his power and authority confirm’d by parliament. 


Chap. VII, 

From bis being confirm'd Protedtor by the Par- 
liament's Humble Petition and Advice, to his 
Death. Concluding with fome Account of hit 
Character, and bis pompous Funeral. 

S^ROMWELL having thus accepted of the HUfo- 
^ government from the hands of the parliament, lemn /»<?*- 
’twas thought fit he Ihould have a foie inn Inaugu- 
ration ; which Was accordingly appointed to be on 
the 26th of June , and the houfe order’d the matter 
A a 2 of 
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1657, of the ceremonies to give notice thereof to all fo- 
reign ambafladors and minifters. Wejlmittfter-ball 
• ~ Was prepared for this folemnity, and adorn’d .and 
beautify*d as fumptuoufly as it could be for a Coro- 
nation. At the upper end there tvas an afcent fai- 
fed, where a chair and canopy of ftate were fet, 
and a table with another chair for the Speaker •, 
and feats were Kkewife built up for the members 
of parliament, the judges and officers) and for the 
lord-mayor and aldermen of London. AH thihgs 
being prepar’d, the Lord Prote&or came out of a 
room adjoining to the Lords houfe (having come 
thither from Whitehall by water) and in this order 
proceeded into the hall. Firil went his gentlemen, 
then a herald *, next the aldermen, another herald, 
and the attorney-general ; then the judges •, then 
Norroy king at arms, the Lords commiffioners of 
the feal, and of the treafury j then Garter king at 
arms, and after him the Earl of Warwick carrying 
the fword bare-headed before the Protestor, and 
the Lord-mayor Tichburn carrying the city fword. 
His Highnefs (landing up under a cloth of ftate, 
the Speaker of the parliament made the following 
fpeecn to him. 

The Spea- ** M AT ■ it fleafe your Highnefs , You are now 
lj er . 8 “ upon a great theatre, in a large choir of peo- 
ipeechto “ pie : You have the parliament of England , Scot- 
& m ' “ land and Ireland before you : On your right 

“ hand, my Lords the judges ; and on your left 
■** hand the Lord-mayor, aldermen and meriffs of 
“ London , the moft noble and populous city of 
“ England. The parliament with the interpofition 
“ of your fuffrage makes laws; and the judges 
“ and governors of London are the great difpen- 
“ fers of thofe laws to the people. The occaiioo 
of this convention and intercourfe, is to give an 
“ tnveftiture to your Highnels in that eminent place 
“ of Lord ProteHor •, a name which you had be* 

. • “ fore, but it is now fettled by- the foil unanimous 

confent 
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“ confent of the people of thefe three nations af- 
** fembkd in parliament : You have no new name, 
“ but a new. date added to the old name ; the fix- 
“ teenth of December is now changed to the twen- 
“ ty-fixth of June'* 

Then he laid, he was commanded by the par- 
liament to make oblation to "his Highnefs of four 
things in order to his inauguration. At which, 
being affifted by the Earl of Warwick, and White- 
lock, he veiled his Highnefs with a robe of purple- 
velvet lin’d with ermines ; telling him. It ‘was an 
emblem of magiftracy , and imported righteoufnefs and 
juftice. Then he prefented him with a bible, rich- 
ly gilt and bofs’d with gold, and told him, It was 
a book that contain d the holy feriptures , in which he 
bad the happinefs to be well vers’d ; it was a book of 
hooks, and contain'd both precepts and examples for 
good government. Next he put in his hand a feep- 
ter of maffy gold, faying, Here is a fcepter, not 
unlike a fteijf ; for you are to be a ftaff to the weak 
and poor. TafUy, he girt him with a very rich 
fword, with this comment, This is not a military, 
but a civil fword ; it is a fword rather of defence 
than offence , not only to defend yourfelf, but alfo your 
people. Then his Highnefs took an hath, to go- 
vern the people of thefe three nations according to 
law, Which done, Mr. Manton pray’d, re- 
commending his Highnefs, the parliament, the coun- 
cil, the forces by land and fca, and the whole go- 
vernment and people of the three nations to the 
blefling and protettion of God. Then the trum- 
pets founded, and an herald proclaimed his High- 
nefs’s title, and all was concluded with the loud ac- 
clamations of the people, God fave the Lord Pro- 
testor. The ceremonies being ended, his Highnefs 
with his train return’d to Whitehall, and the mem- 
bers to their ho life, where they adjourn’d their fit- 
ting to the 20th of January next. There was a 
fine medal ftruck on the oceafion of the Prote&or’s 
A a 3 inau- 
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1657. inauguration, perform’d by that excellent graver 
v/W Simmonds ; which had on one fide the buft of Oli- 
ver, and round it, Oliver D. G. R. P. Ang. Sco. 
Hibernia Protestor. On the reverfe was an olive- 
tree flour i filing in a field, with this round it. Non 
deficient Oliva, Sept. 3. 1657. - 
Bills pafs’d Thb bills paired by the Lord proteftor this 

by him. fefiion, befides thofe already mention’d, were, 
“ 1 . An aft for limiting and fetting the prices for 
“ wines. 2. An aft for the taking away of pur- 
“ veyance , and compofitions for purveyance. 3. An 
“ aft againfi vagrants , and wandering, idle, dife 
“ folute perfons. 4. An aft giving licence for 
“ tranfporting fifh in foreign bottoms. 5. An aft 
“ for quiet enjoying of fcquefiered parfonages and 
“ vicarages, by the prefent incumbents. 6. An aft 
“ for difcovering, convicting, and repr effing of Po- 
“ pifh recufants. 7. An aft for punijhing, of Jucb 
perfons as live at high rates, and have no vifi- 
“ ble eft ate, profeffion, or calling anfwerable there - 
“ unto. 8. An aft for indemnifying of fetch per- 
“ fens as have ailed for the feryice of the publick. 
“ 9. An aft for the better obfervation of the 
“ Lord’s-day. 10. An aft for the better fuppref- 
“ fing of theft upon the borders of England and 
“ Scotland, and for difcovery of highway- men and 
“ other felons, it. An aft for the improvement of 
“ the revenue of the cuftoms and excife. 12. An 
“ aft for the offering, confirming, and fettling of 
“ lands and eftates in Ireland. 13.. An aft for the 
“ attainder of the rebels in Ireland. ^ 14. An aft 
“ for the fettling of the poft age of England, Scot- 
“ land and Ireland.” * 

Latpiert LUDLOW tells us, that the next day after 
difgufted the folemnity of the inauguration, there was a 
f £a ft prepar’d for the aflembly and officers of the 
mo • army 1 at which *twas obferv’d major-general 
Lambert was not prelent ; which oceafion’d many 
to fulpeft he was declining in favour for obftruft- 

ing 
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ing Cromwell's defign of being King ; for he fays 
he wascredibily inform’d, that when that buflnefs 
was on foot, the major-general took the liberty 
tp tell Cromwell , That if he accepted the crown , be 
could not affure the army to him. Or perhaps he 
was difgufted at the Proteftor’s referving to him- 
felf the naming of his fucceffor in the govern- 
ment. Some time after, upon the major-general’s 
refilling to take the 'path, enjoin’d by the bumble 
petition and advice , not to do any thing againft the 
prelent government, and to be true and faithful to 
the Protettor, according to the law of the land j 
his Highnefs fent for him, and told him, He was 
well affur'd bil refufal proceeded not on account of this 
new authority ; for be might remember , that he him- 
felf did at the firft prefs him to accept tbe title of 
King j and therefore if be was, now dijfatisffd with 
the prefent pofture of affairs , he defir' d him to fur- 
render bis commiffion. To this Lambert anfwer’d, 

! That having no fufpicion that it would then be de- 
manded of him , he had not brought it, but if be 
pleas'd to fend for it, he fhould deliver it ; which two 
of three days after was accordingly done. But the 
Protestor not thinking it fafe to difguft him en- 
tirely, allow’d him a penfion Of 2000/. a year, 
to keep him from any defperate undertaking. 

The Proteftor, now in the height of his gran- 
deur and power, met with one very great misfor- 
tune, by the death of his valiant and vi&orious 
admiral Blake , after his having added one very 
fignal exploit more this year to his other glories. 
Having rode out all the winter ftorms before Cadiz 
and the coaft of Portugal, he received certain intel- 
ligence, that another Spanifh plate-fleet, much richer 
than the former, was coming home ; and for fear, 
of the Englifh fleet had put into the bay of SanSla 
Cruz in the ifland of Teneriff, one of the Canaries. 
Upon this Blake with his fleet weigh’d anchor, 
April 13, and by the 20th flood off" the Offing of 
A a 4 the 
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16 $7. the faid bay; where he accordingly found the 
galleons arriv’d, to the number of fixteen men of 
war. The bay was fecur’d by a ftrong caftle well 
furnifh’d with great ordnance, befides (even forts 
more in feveral parts of it, mounted with fix, four 
and three great guns a-piece, and united together 
by a line of communication from one fort to ano- 
ther, which was mann’d with mufqueteers. Don 
Diego Diagues , the Spanijb admiral, caus’d all his 
final Jer lhips to moor clofe to the (hoar, cover’d 
by the caftles and forts, and pofted the fix large 
galleons farther off at anchor, with their formida- 
ble broadfides to the fea. A Dutch merchant- 
man was at this time in the bay, the matter whereof 
perceiving the Englifh Were ready to enter, and that 
at combat would prefently enfue, defined Don 
Diego's leave to depart : For , (aid he, I am 
•eery fure, Blake will prefently be amongfi us 5 to 
which the Don refolutely anfwer’d. Get you gone if 
you will, and let Blake come if be- dares. 

BLAKE having call’d a council of war, and 
finding it impracticable to carry off the galleons, 
refolved to bum them all : To which end, he firft 
order’d the brave captain Stayner, in the Speaker . 
frigate, with a fquadron to (land into the very 
bay ; who by eight the next morning fell furioufly 
upon the Spaniards , without the leaft regard to 
their forts, and fought them ahnoft an hour. The 
admiral feeonding him, pofted fome of the larger 
ifiips to cannonade the caftle and forts ; which 
play’d their parts fo well, that the enemy after 
fome time was forced to leave them. Blake for 
the (pace of four hours engaged the galleons, 
which made a brave refiftance, but were at laft . 
abandon’d by the enemy ; as were likewife the 
(mailer vefiels which lay under the forts, which 
were burnt by Stayner , whilft Blake did the fame 
by the large galleons ; fo that this whole plate- 
fleet, of ineftimable value, was utterly deftroy’d ; 
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and, which is very remarkable, as foon as ever 1657. . 
the aftion was over, the wind, which before blew 
ftrong into the bay, on a fudden veer’d about, 
aii d brought Blake with his. fleet out to fea, with- 
out the lofe of ope fliip, and with no more than 
forty-eight men kill’d, and a hundred and twenty 
wounded. The news of this brave and unparalleled 
action being brought to England before the end of 
the feflion, the parliament order’d a day of thankf- 
giving for this great fuccefs ; and the Lord Pro- 
testor, at their defire, fent the admiral a diamond 
ring of 500/. value, and knighted' Stayner at his 
return to England. 

BLAKE , after this noble exploit, fail’d back His death 
to Spain, where- after having kept all their Ihips an ?j cha " 
and ports in awe, he return’d for England. But ” 
falling fick of a fever, he died in the 59th year of 
his age, juft as the fleet was entering into Plymouth 
found ; where he paflioiiately enquir’d for the land, 
but found his own element the more proper bed of 
honour. He had a publick funetal folemnly and 
juftly beftow’d upon him, and the honour of .being 
interr*d in Henry Vllth’s chappel. The Lord Cla- 
rendon fays, “ He was the firft man that declin’d 
“ the old track, and made it manifeft, that the 
“ (naval) fcience might be attain’d in lefs time 
“ than was imagin’d ; and defpis’d thofe rules . 

** which had been long in praStice, to keep his 
“ Ihips and his men out of danger, which had 
**' been held in former times a point of great 
“ ability and circumfpedion ; as if the principal 
“ art requifite in the captain of a fhip had been 
“ to be fore to come home fafe again. He was 
“ the firft man who brought Ihips to contemn 
“ cattles on Ihore, which had been thought ever 
“ very formidable, and were difcover’id by him 
“ to make a noife only, and to fright thoie who 
“ could rarely be hurt by them. He was the firit 
** that infus’d that proportion of courage into the 

“ feamen, 
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1 657. ** feamen, by making them fee by experience, 
\/V>J ** what mighty things they could do, if they were 
“ refolv*d j and taught them to fight in fire as 
“ well as upon water; And tho’ he hath been very 
“ well imitated and follow’d, he was the firft that 
gave the example of that kind of naval courage, 
“ and bold and refolute atchievements.” 

He had a very great regard to the honour of 
his country, and the Englifh dominion of the 
leas. He endeavour’d to preferve peace and unity 
among his feamen, by telling them, “ That they 
“ fhould not liften to any news from land, nor 
“ mind the changes in the government, but re-. 
** member that the fleet was Englijh , and that 
“ their enemies were foreigners ; and therefore 
“ they muft fight for the honour of the Englijb 
An b. ** nation.” One inflance of his care to preferve 
fiance of the honour of his country, mention’d by Bifhop 
his regasd Burnet , I cannot omit. He lays, that Blake hap- 
nourofhis P en * n S to be at Malaga with the fleet, before 
country. Cromwell made war upon Spain, fome of his fea- 
men going afhore, met the hoft, as it was carrying 
about, and not only refus’d to pay any honour to 
it, but ' laugh’d at thofe who did. Whereupon 
one of the priefts ftirr’d up the people to relent 
this affront 5 and fo they fell upon them and beat 
them feverely. The feamen returning to their 
ihip, and complaining of the ufage they had met 
with, Blake immediately difpatch’d a trumpeter to 
the Vice-Roy , to demand the prieft who had been 
the chief occafion of it: To which the Vice-Roy 
return’d this anfwer, That he had no authority over 
the priefts, and fo could not difpofe of him. But 
Blake fent him word again. That he would not en- 
quire who bad power to fend the prieft to him,' hut if 
be were not fent within three hours, be would burn 
their Town. And fo being unable to refift him, 
they fent the prieft to him ; who juftifying him- 
felf upon the rude behaviour of the feamen, Blake 

anfwcr’d. 
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anfwer’d, 'That if be bad fent a complaint to bim of 
it y be would have punijtfd them fever ely, fince be 
would not fuffer bis men to affront the eltaUiftfd re- 
ligion of any place at wbicb be touch'd j but be took 
it illy that be fet on the Spaniards to do it ; for be 
would have all the world to know t that an Englifh- 
man was only to be puniftfd by an Englifhman. 
And fo he civilly treated the prieft, and difmifs’d 
him, being fatisfy’d that he had him at his mercy. 
The Bilhop fays, Cromwell was exceedingly pleas’d 
■with this, and read the letters in council with 
great fatisfa&ion, telling them, He hoped be Jhould 
make the name of an Englifliman as great as ever 
that of a Roman bad been. 

As victory crown’d the Protestor's arms by lea 
this year, fo his forces by land were not unfuccels- 
ful. The 6000 men which his High'nefs was 
oblig’d by his treaty with France to provide, for 
gifting jointly with the French againft the Spaniardsy 
being tranfported under the command of Sir John 
Reynolds and major-general Morgan y the French 
had no inclination to begin upon Mar dyke or Dun- 
kirky which when taken were to be put into Crom- 
well’s hands, but march’d to other places which 
they were to conquer for their own ufe. But his 
Highnels’s ambaflador Lockhart made fuch re- 
peated reprefentations to the Cardinal, complaining 
of their breach of faith, not without fome menaces, 
That bis mailer knew where to find a more punctual 
friendy that as foon as they had taken Montmedy 
and St. Venanty the army march’d into Flanders 
and inverted Mardykey which being taken would 
much facilitate the delign upon Dunkirk. The 
French and Englijh had not lain before this ftrong 
place above four days, when it was reduc’d 
to a furrender upon compofition, and deli- 
ver’d up wholly into the pofleffion of the Englijh. 
But prefentlv after, the French being withdrawn 
into winter-quarters, the Spaniards , who were 

fenftble 
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fenfible of what great importance this place was 
to the preferving of Dunkirk, detach’d a body of 
horfe and foot to retake it. Among thefe were 
2000 Englijh and Irifh, commanded by the Duke 
of York ; and they made two very furious ftorim 
upon the fott, but were ftoutly repuls’d,- and 
forc’d to fly, with the lofs of feveral brave com- 
manders. 

LUDLOW, fpeaking of this a&ion, fays. 
Many of tbofe who were kill'd on ti>e enemy s fide 
were Englifh under the Duke of York : And as it 
was confe/dd by all prefent, that the Englifh who 
took part with the French, behav'd themfelves with 
more bravery than any •, Jb it was objerifd, that 
tpofe of the cavalier party who had join'd with the 
Spaniards, behav'd themfelves woril. The marfhal 
Turenne commanded the army that took Mar dyke •, 
to whom Cardinal Mazarine wrote thus, at Lock- 
harts inftance, before the flege : Nothing can be 
of more fatal conference to France, than the lofs of 
Cromwell’* friendship, and the breach of the union 
with him •, which certainly will be broken , if fomt 
Strong town is not taken and put into Ins bands. 
Thisconqueft was very gr.teful to Cromwell, who 
immediately fent ten men of war to guard the 
• port of Mardyke, and- cruize on that coaft. A 
foreign popifh writer, fpeaking of this matter, 
lays, “ In effeft, nothing could flatter the ambi- 
“ tion of Cromwell more than this acquifition, 
knowing he had thereby won. immortal glory : 
“ He had, without the lofs of a man, accom- 
** plHh’d a defigh, which the greateft Kings of 
“ England had often attempted in vain, at the 
“ cxpence of' their peopled blood and treafure : 
** He had- re*eftabliih’d the Englifh on the conti- 
“ nent, and put them in a condition to make 
M themfelves matters of both fides of the chan- 
“ nel, which had been defpair’d of fince the lols>. 
“ oi Calais." 

Upon 
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Upon the French King’s entering into an agree- *-657. 
ment with die Lord Protestor of England , King s/vs» 
Charles with his family was obliged to leave France 
and retire to Cologne ; where having refided about 
two years and a half, he this year, upon conclu- 
ding a treaty with the Catholick King, repair’d to 
the city of Bruges in Flanders , where he found a 
handfome accommodation for himfelf and his fmall 
court. About this time, among other methods he ^*^”2 
us’d in order to. his reftoration, Mr. Echard tells us p r * w te 0 f- 
ef a private application he made to Cromwell ter to him. 
which he fays came from the mouth of die Dutchefs 
of Lauderdale , who told the fame to a perfon, of 
Whofe credit he could make no queftion. The ftb- , 
ry is this : That this Lady, afterwards Dutchefi 
of Lauderdale , being a particular friend and ac- 
quaintance of Cromwell's, was employ’d to make a 

J irivate offer and proposal to him, in fubftance as 
ollows, “ That if he would reftore, or permit the 
King to return to his throne, he would fend 
“ him a blank paper, for him to write his own 
“ terms and limitations, and fettle what power 
“ and riches he pleas’d upon himfelf, family, and 
“ friends.” This propofal was .firft communica- 
ted to the Prote&or’s Lady, ' who liked it very 
well, believing that befides other advantages, it 
would bring abfolute indemnity and fecurity to her 
hufbahd, and the whole family. She therefore 
took an opportunity, when fhe was in bed with him, 
to mention the offer to him, and endeavour’d to \ 
perfuade him to accept of it, as being of the high- 
eft moment to the happinefs of himielf and rela- 
tions. But he without minding her arguments 
and perfuaftons, presently told her. She was a fool , 
adding this fhrewd ientence, if Charles Stuart can 
forgive me all that I have done againft him and bis 
' family , he does not defervs to wear the crown of 
England. 

Thi 
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1 65 7. Th b King keeping his court at Bruges in Flan- 
V'V"^ dtrs* had many confultations with the governor 
Don John, and was in great hopes the diftra&ions 
in England might at length turn to his own advan- 
tage -, which encouraged the Spaniards to proteft 
his perfon, ancLaccept his arms in Flanders ; where 
the marquefs of Ormond, the. lord Rochester, the 
lords Gerrard and Wentworth , the lord Taaf, and 
general Middleton, had. their feveral regiments .quar- 
ter’d along the fea-coaft, under the command of the 
Dukes of York and Gloucester-, both to affift his Ca- 
tholick Majefty againft his enemies the French, who 
were fupported by Cromwell, and to be inareadinefs to 
tranfport themfelves into England, if any favourable 
opportunity fhould invite them. And indeed, anin- 
Aninfur- furredtion pf the King’s friends was at this time de- 
^8 n ’d » to promote which, there was now publiih’d, 
and with great induftry dispers'd, a very bold paper, 
entitled, KiUingno Murder, making itnot only lawful 
but honourable to kill the Protedkor, as a tyrant and 
common enemy of his country. This put his High- 
nefs into a terrible fright, and made him very vi- 
gilant to apprehend the author, who was then con- 
ceal’d, not only in his perfon, but in the very fuf 
picion of his name, tho’ fince generally believ’d 
to be colonel Titus, who made a great figure in 
fome of the parliaments after the King’s reftora- 
tion. Some time after this alarm, which ferv’d 
more to put the Protedkor upon his guard, than to 
forward the preparations of the royalifts, the mar- 
quefs of Ormond flipt over from Flanders , and lay 
privately in London, to quicken the defign, intend- 
ing alfo to fend for his troops to pulh on the exe- 
And pre- cution of it. But the Protedkor, who was always 
v«nted. good at intelligence, had (as was before related) 
corrupted Sir Richard Willis , who feem’d to be at 
the head of the King’s party, and pretended a 
great deal of zeal for his fervice, to difeover all 
their mod fecret contrivances to him *, and by his 
‘ intelligence. 
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intelligence, he let out a proclamation againft the 
confpirators before they could get into a body ; 
by which means many of them were apprehended, 
the marquis of Otmond himfelf very narrowly e- 
fcaping. • 

The Protestor now lent his writs of fummons, 
under the great feal, to divers perfons to fit as 
members of the Other Houfe ; the form of which 
writs was the fame with that which was us’d to 
fummon the Peers in parliament. The perfons 
who were to cortipofe the Other Houfe were about 
lixty in number, among whom were divers noble- 
men, knights, and gentlemen of ancient families, 
of good eftates, and fome colonels and officers of 
the army. Their names were as follows ; the lord 
Richard Cromwell , the Prote&or’s eldeft fon ; the 
lord Henry Cromwell , his other fon, lord-deputy 
of Ireland ; Nathanael Fiennes, and John Lijle, 
lords commiffioners of the great feal ; Henry Law- 
rence, lord-prefident of the council ; Charles Fleet- 
wood, lieutenant-general of the army*, Bulftrode 
Whitelock, and William Sydenham, commiffioners of 
the treafury; Robert Earl of Warwick , Edmund 
Earl of Mulgrave, Edward Earl of Manchefter, 
William vilcount Say and Seal, Philip vifeount Life, 
Philip ford Wharton, Thomas lord Fauconberg, 
George lord 'Eure, John Clay pole Efq; Charles 
Howard Efq; whom the Prote&or made a vifeount, 
John Dejborough, and Edward Montague, generals 
at lea; Sir Charles Wolfley , Sir Gilbert Pickering , 
Walter Strickland Efq; major-general Skippon, co- 
lonel Philip Jones, Sir William Strickland, Francis 
Roufe Elq; John Fiennes Efq; Sir Francis Rujfel, 
Sir Thomas Honywood, Sir Arthur Haflerigg , Sir 
John Hobart, Sir Richard Onflow , Sir Gilbert Ge- 
rard, Sir William Roberts, lord-chief-juftice Glynn , 
Jord-chief-juftice St. John , William Pier point Efq; 
John Crew Elq; Alexander Popham Elq; Sir' Chri- 
ftopher Pack, Sir Robert' Tichburn, Edward. Whal- 
.. ley Efq; 
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1657. ley Efqi Sir John Barkiead, lieutenant of the 
Tower ; Sir George Fleet-mod , Sir Thomas Pridei 
Sir John Hewfon , Richard Ingoldfby Efq* James 
Berry Efiq; William Goffe Efq; Thomas Cooper Elqj 
Edmund Thomas Efqi George Monk , general in 
Scotland ; David Earl of Caffils, Sir William Lack- 
hurt , Sir Archibald JohnJUm , William Steel , lord 
chancellor of Ireland ; J&jgw lord Brogbill , Sir 
Matthew Tomlvnfon, William Lenthd and Richard 
Hambden Efqsj Some of th&e were knights of the 
Proce&or’s own making. - 

The two The parliament thus improv’d by the addition 
mee f t * and . ano: ^ ier houfe, met a fecond time on rise 20th 
hi* High- day of January, when the Prote&or came as a So* 
nefs ' vereign to the houfe of Lords, and fending for the 
® ale * * Speaker and houfe of Commons by 1 the black-rod, 
them. t0 ma< fe a ^ KM ‘ t fpcech to them, banning in the old 
ftile, My Lords, and you the knights, citizens, and 
burgeffes of the houfe of Commons ; and then diicour- 
fing fome particulars which he recommended to 
■ . thenj ; thanking them for their good correfpon- 

| denes rite laft feflion, and alluring them, if they 

I went on as they had begun, they fhould be call’d 

i the bleffed of the Lord , and generations to come Jhould 

Uefs them ; he left his lord-keeper Fiennes to make 
a long fpeech to them, with all the ftate of our 
ancient Monarchs. 

A s feveral of the nobility, who had writs lent 
to them, refus’d to fit in the Other Houfe, fo Sir 
airthur Haflerigg, and fome few more of the com- 
mons, declin’d that honour, and chofe rather to fit 
in the lower houfe, for which they had been elected 
members by the people. Many others alfo, who 
had been excluded by the Prote&or in the firft fef- 
fion of this parliament, now ventur'd to take their 
feats, upon the third article of the Petition and Ad- 
vice, by which no members legaUy chofin , were to be 
I ' excluded from the performance of their duty , but by 
1 eonfent of that houfe whereof they were members. By 
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this means, and the removal of thofe of the other 
houfe, who were, for the moft part, taken our. of 
this; a confiderable alteration was made in this 
afiembly ; lb that they foon began to call in que- 
ftion the authority and jurifdiftion of the other 
houfe, and feveral of the members, particularly 
Sir Arthur Hajlerigg , appear’d very forward in fo- 
menting differences between thefe two bodies. Up- 
on this his Highnels fent for the Commons to the 
Banqueting-houfe, where he exhorted them to unity * 
and to the obfervance of their own rules in the Peti- 
tion and Advice. But this having no effed upon 
them, they went on in the fame way ; many being 
againft the members of the other houfe being call’d 
Lords , others entirely againft the having fuch ano- 
ther houfe, and fome fpeaking reproachfully of it. 
Thefe proceedings tended to their own deftrudion } ' 
for the Protedor looking upon himfelf to be. aim’d 
at by them, and that thefe things were only the 
teftimonies of their envy towards him and his go- 
vernment, began to think of putting a ftop to all 
by diffolving the parliament. Whilft he was revol- 
ving this in his mind , on the 4th of February he 
receiv’d frelh information concerning the diligence 
of his adverfaries in all parts j which quicken’d 
him to that degree, that he would not ftay for one 
of his own coaches, but taking the firft that, was 
at hand, with fuch guards as he could prefently get 
together, he hurry’d to the Other Houfe : whither 
being come, he imparted his refolution to diffolve 
the parliament to lieutenant-general Fleetwood ; 
who earneftly endeavouring to diffuade him from 
it, he clapt his hand upon his breaft, and fwore, 
by the living God be would do it. Then the ulher 
of the black-rod was fent to the Commons to ac- 
quaint them, that his Highnefs was in the Lords 
houfe; and there requir’d their attendance. Here- 
upon they, with the fpeaker, went up, and his 
Highnels made a fpeech to them, declaring feveral 
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urgent and weighty reafons , which made it necejfary 
for him , in order to the publick peace and fafety , to 
proceed to an immediate dijfolution of this parliament^ 
and accordingly he did dilfolve them. 

H 1 5 Highnefs was the more incens’d, becaule 
at this time the fifth-monarchy men were forming 
a dangerous confpiracy to overthrow him and his 
government j which he fufpefted was countenanc’d 
by many of the parliament. Major-general Harris 
fon was deep in this plot, which was laid for an 
infurreftion to dethrone the Prote&or. Their chief 
cabal was held in a houfe near Shoreditch , where 
fecretary Thurloe, who fpared no pains or money 
for his mailer’s fafety, had a fpy among them, and 
fuller’d them to go on till the night before that 
wherein they had appointed to rendezvous ; at 
which time he lent a party of foldiers, who leiz’d 
the chief of them as they were confulting about the 
manner of putting their defign in execution. Their 
arms and ammunition were likewife feiz’d, with a 
ftandard of a Lion couch ant, as of the tribe of Judah , 
with this motto. Who fhall rouze him up ? and fe- 
veral copies of a printed declaration, with this title, 
‘The principle of the Remnant , &c. The confpirator$ 
apprehended were Fenner, Gray, Gowler, Hopkins , 
Jijhton, and othfers, who were carried prifoners to 
the Gate-houfe, where they lay long in a miferable 
condition, but were fpared to create dillurbance 
and their own deftrudtion at another time, viz. 
foon after the King’s relloration. 

Shortly after, as Ludlow informs us, fome 
perlbns who us’d to meet in Coleman-Jlreet, to de- 
plore the apoftafy of the times, and particularly 
that of Whitehall , were apprehended by the lord 
mayor’s officers, purfuant to the Prote 6 lor*s orders, 
as they were coming out of their meeting-place. 
Among thefe was one cornet Day , who being ac- 
cus’d of faying. That the Protestor was a rogue and 
a traitor , conreis’d the words j and to juftify him- 

felf 
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felf faid, that Cromwell had affirmed in the pre- 
fence of himfelf and feveral other officers, Fhat if 
he did opprefs the confcientious , 6r betray the liberties 
of the people , or not take away tithes by a certain time 
(now paft) they Jhould then have liberty to fay he was 
a rogue and a traitor. He defir’d leave therefore 
to produce his witneffes, who were then prefent, 
to what he .had aflerted. But the bufinefs was fo 
manag’d, that he and foine others were fin’d and 
imprifon’d for their mifdemeanors. 

The Cavalier plot was mention’d before. And 
of this alfo he had timely informations given him 
upon which he font for the lord-mayor, aldermen 
and common -council of the city of London., and 
acquainted diem with it, and defir’d their care to 
put the city into a pofture of defence. They ac- 
> cordingly went back with great indignation againft 
the Royalifts , and took extraordinary care of their 
gates and guards, and withal drew up an humble 
addrefs to his Highneis, promifing the faith of the 
city, and the purfe of it, in firmly adhering tei 
Him .againft all his enemies. Addreffes alfo of the 
fame ftrain were made from general MonJds and 
other regiments, and from the Ertglifh forces in 
Flanders } all which his Highneis anfwdr*d with 
thanks. He now thought k time to proceed againft 
the confpirators themfelves, whom he had lafely 
lodg’d in prifon. For this purpofe a high eourt of 
juftice was erefted, being founded on a law made 
by the late parliament for. the fecurity of his High- 
nefs’s perfon. FFbitelock was one of the commiffi- 
oners, but he tells us he never fat with them, it 
being againft bis judgment. Before this court were 
brought, Dr. Hewet , Sir Henry Slingfby , and Mr. 
.. Mordaunt , with fome others of the meaner fort. 
The general charge againft them was, “ For en- 
“ deavouring to levy war againft the government 
“ on behalf of Charles Stuart'* The particular 
charge againft Dr. Hewet was, “ For difperfing 
B b 2 “ com- 
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“ commiflions from the fon of die late King, and 
“ perfuading divers to raife forces by virtue of thq 
“ fame.” That againft Sir Henry Slingjby was,' 
“ For attempting to debauch fome of the garifon 
“ of Hull to the ferviceof Charles Stuart, and de- 
“ livering a commiflion from -him to them.” And 
the prifoners of lefs note were charg’d “ With a 
“ defign of firing the city in feveral parts, at the 
“ time appointed for the infurreftion.” Dr. Hewet 
deny’d the jurifdi&ion of the court,, and argu’d a- 
gainft the legality of it ; and fo for contempt, after 
having been three times required to plead, he was 
adjudg’d guilty-of the charge ; and when he after- 
wards offer’d to plead, he was told it was too late. 
Sir Henry Sling/by pleaded that he was a prilbner 
at the time when he was charg’d to have praftis’d 
againft the government, and that the perfons whom 
he was accufed of attempting to corrupt, had tre- 
pann’d him by their promifes to ferve the King in 
delivering Hull , if he would give them a commif- 
fion to adl for him ; which commiflion was an old 
one, that had lain long by him. But all this avail- 
ing him nothing, he was, together with Dr. Hewet , 
adjudg’d to die •, and accordingly they were both 
beheaded on 'Tower-hill , notwithstanding all endea- 
vours that were us’d for procuring their pardon. 
Six of the meaner fort were condemn’d to be 
hang’d, but only three fuffer’d ; one in Tower- 
ftreet , another in Cheapfide , and the third before 
the Exchange. As for Mr. Mor daunt, he pleaded 
not guilty, and after a full hearing of the witnefles 
bn both fides, the court acquitted him by bAe 
voice. - 

When thefe trials were over, the High court of 
jujlice was diffolv’d, and the Protestor, by White- 
lock's advice, referr’d all future trials- of Confpira- 
tors to the Upper Bench, m the courfe of common 
law. He not only made Howard a Vifcount, but 
iign’d'a patent to .make Wbitelock one, and three 

other 
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other patents to make the attorney- general Pride - 1658. 
aux, and the folicitor-general, baronets, and John 
Maynard , Efq; his Highnefs’s ferjeant. 

In the beginning of this’ year, a party of the 
garrifon of OJiend , with the privity of the gover- 
nour, held intelligence with Cardinal Mazarine , 
and then with the Protect or Cromwell , to betray 
that town* into the hands of the French, wherein 
the Lord Protector was to have his fhare. Maza- 
rine was to fend a land army under the command 
of marfhal TPAumont , and the Prote&or was to fur- 
nifli a fleet for tranfporting the men. Articles hav- 
ing been agreed on between the -fuppofed confpi- 
ratorsand the Cardinal, on May 14th, the appoint- 
ed day, the Englijh fleet appeared before Oft end 
and the garrifon permitted the French to paft and 
land, who thought of nothing but an immediate 
pofleflion of the place. But the fubtle governour, 
having fuffered the fleet to come to .a proper di- 
ftance, on a fudden pull’d down the white flag that 
had invited them in, and fet up a bloody flag : 

And before the veflels could tack about, or get 
out of his reach, he forely gall’d them by the can- 
non from the forts ; and the French that landed 
were all, to the number of 1500, flain or taken 
prifoners, among which laft was the marfhal 
D'Aumont himfelf. 

Presently after, this great difappointment. The fiege 
it was refolv’d to attempt the taking of Dunkirk ; and battle 
which was accordingly inverted by the French, af- ° iirk “ n ' 
jSfted by 6000 valiant Englijhmen , under the in- - * 
fjbeftion of Lockhart, the Protedor’s ambafiador, 
but more immediately under the command of ma- 
jor-general Morgan. Whilft they were carrying 
on their approaches towards the town, the French 
under marfhal T urenne on the fide of Newport , and 
Morgan with his Englijh and a brigade of French 
horfe, on that next Mardyke , they had intelligence 
brought them/ that the Spanijh general, Lop John 
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1658. of A-firia, with the Prince of Condi, the Prince 
de Ligny, and the Dukes of York and Gloucefler , 
were advancing with 30,000 men to relieve the 
place. Hereupon the French King and Cardinal were 
perfuaded, by Yurenne and others to withdraw their 
perfons, and retire to Calais, and leave all to be 
determined by a council of war. In the firft coun- 
cil, which was held without either Lockhart or 
tybrgan, it was refolvM to raife the fiege, if the 
enemy came on. But in the next, when thofe two 
were prefent, Morgan vehemently oppos’d that re- 
futation, allcdging, “ What a dilhonour it would 
* e be to the crown of France , to have 'fummoned 
. ** a place, and broke ground before it, and then ' 
** raife the fiege and run away j” and defiring the 
council to confider, That if they rdidd the fiege, the 
alliance with England would be broken the fame hour. 
Upon which it was refolv’d, contrary to their for- 
mer intention, to give battle to the enemy, if they 
came on, and to maintain the fiege. And the ene- 
my coming on, a defperate fight enfued, in which 
the Spaniards were in a manner totally routed by 
the Englijh, before the French came in. At the 
end of the purfuit, marfhal Turenne , with above a 
hundred officers, came up to the Englijh, alighted 
from their horfes, and embracing the officers, faid, 
“ They never faw a more glorious action m their lives, 
“ and that they were fo tranfported with the fight of it, 
* * that they had not power to move, or do any thing.” 
The Spanijh army being entirely vanquimed, the 
Thetown confederates renew’d their attempts upon the town 
ta ^ en * of Dunkirk with great vigour and induftry ; and 
the marquis de Leda the governour, being mortally 
wounded, as he was fallying out upon the befiegers, 
the Spaniards within defir’a a prelent capitulation ; 
which being granted, this important place was 
. Surrender’d upon articles, on the 25th of June \ 
when it was immediately deliver’d up into the 
hands of the Englijh by the French King and Car- 
dinal 
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dinal in perfon, purfuant to the treaty between 
them and his Highnefs the Lord Protestor. 

And here I cannot omit the following ftory in 
relation to this affair, in which both the perfidiouf- 
nefs of the French court, and the policy and power 
of the Englijh Lord Protestor are very remarkably 
fecn. It is thus related by Dr. Welwood. “ When 
** the French army being join’d with the Englijh 
“ auxiliaries, was on its march to inveft the town, 
“ Cromwell fent one morning for the French Am- 
“ baflador to Whitehall, apd upbraided him pub- 
“ lickly for his mailer’s defigned breach of pro- 
“ mife, in giving fee ret orders to the French ge- 
“ neral to keep pofieflion of Dunkirk , in cafe it 
“ was taken, contrary to the treaty between them. 
“ The Ambaffador protefted he knew nothing of 
** the matter, as indeed he did not, and begg’d 
leave to allure him, that there was no fuch thing 
** thought of. Upon which Cromwell pulling a 
“ paper out of his pocket, Here (fays he) is a copy 
“ of the cardinal* s order : And I define you to dif- 
“ patch immediately an exprefs , to let him know , 
“ that I am not to be impofed upon ; and that if he 
“ deliver not up the keys of the town of Dunkirk to 
“ Lockhart within an hour after it Jhall be taken , 
“ Til come in perfon and demand them at the gates 
“ of Paris. There were but four perfons faid to 
“ be privy to this order, the Queen-mother, the 
** Cardinal, the Marfhal de-Turenne, and a Secre- 
“ tary. The Cardinal, for a long time, blam’d 
“ the Queen, as if fhe- might poflibly have blabb’d 
it out to fbme of her women : Whereas it was 
“ found after the fecretary’s deafti, that he had 
“ kept a fecret correfpondence with Cromwell for 
** feveral years •, and therefore it was not doubted 
“ but he had fent him the copy of the order above- 
“ mention’d. The meffage had its effed ; for 
“ Dunkirk was put into the poflefTton of the Eng- 
“ li[h : And to palliate the matter (continues Wel- 
B b 4 * “ wood) 
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“ wood) the duke and marfhal of Crequy was dif- 
“ patch’d into England , ambafiador extraordi- 
“ nary, to compliment Cromwell , attended with 
“ a numerous and fplendid train of perfons of • 
M quality; among whom was a Princfe of the 
“ blood, and Mancini , Mazarine's nephew, who 
“ brought a letter from his uncle to the Protestor, 

“ full of the higheft expreflions of relpeft, and 
“ alluring his Highnefs, That being within view 
“ of the Englilh fhore , nothing but the Kings indif- 
*■* pofttion (who lay then ill of the fmall-pox at 
“ Calais) could have hindered him to come over to 
“ England, that be might enjoy the honour of wait- 
“ ing upon one of the greateft men that ever was, 

“ and whom , next to his majler, his greateft ambi- 
** tion was to ferve. But being depriv'd of fo great 
“ a bappinefs, be bad fent tbeperfon that was neareft 
** to him in blood, to ajfure him of the profound 
“ veneration he had for, his perfon, and how much 
“ he was refill/ d, to the utmoft of bis power , to 
•* cultivate a perpetual amity and friendjhip betwixt 
“ bis mafter and him." 

Tho’ Welwood tells us, this embafiy was to 
palliate the bufirtefs of Dunkirk , the author of the 
Hillory of England during the reigns of the royal 
houfe of Stuart, lays it was to return a compliment 
Cromwell paid the French King, on his arrival at 
Calais, juft before Dunkirk was furrender*d; 
when his * Highnefs fent the lord Falconbridge , 

, his fon-in-law, with a numerous and fplendid 
retinue, of 150 gentlemen and fervants, to con- 
gratulate that Monarch upon his coming into the 
neighbourhood of England. He alio brought a 
letter from the Protestor to the King, written 
with his own hand, and another to the Cardinal, 
prefling the reducing of Dunkirk, as a neft of pi- 
rates. His lordlhip had as much honour done 
him as could be paid to a foveteign prince. All 
rules in the ceremonials were pafs’d oyer. The 
* Cardinal 
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Cardinal receiv’d him as he came out of his coach, 1658. 
and gave him the right hand in his apartment, 
which was never done to the imperial ambaflador, 
or the pope’s nuncio, and at which all the other 
foreign minifters grumbled. He was royally • 
treated both by the King and the Cardinal, during 
the five days of his flay ; and after he had taken 
his audience of leave, his Majefty prefented him 
with a gold box inlaid with diamonds, the arms of 
France on the cover, and three large jewels for the 
three Flower-de-luces ; on the infide was the King’s 
pifture fet in diamonds ; the whole of 5000 crowns 
value. And as his Excellency had prefented the 
King with two fets of Englijh horfes, from the 
Lord Protestor, and one fet to the Cardinal ; the 
King return’d a prefent of a fword, valu’d at 
10,000 crowns ; and the Cardinal fent his High- 
nefe a fuit of tapeftry hangings, wrought after the 
Per/tan manner in the Gobelins at Paris. 

And hereupon, the Duke de Crequi (as was 
before mention’d) was difpatch’d into England by 
the French King, to compliment the Lord Pro- 
testor. He was receiv’d at his landing at Dover 
by lieutenant-general Fleetwood, accompanied by 
feveral great officers in twenty coaches and fix, 
one hundred life-guard, and two hundred horfe, 
who all attended the Ambaflador with fwords 
drawn in their hands; befides above 150 gentle- 
men, who came with Fleetwood on horfeback. 

The Protestor met his Excellency at the third flair, 
and the next day entertain’d him at dinner, feat- 
ing him at his right hand, and his ion the lord 
Richard at his left. Some fay, the Duke prefented 
Cromwell with the keys of Dunkirk , telling him, 

■His mailer took pleafure in parting with them to the 
greateft Captain upon earth. He flay’d fix days, 
and at his departure, his.Highnefs prefented him 
with a fword, worth 3000 crowns, and a ftriking 
y^atch fet with diamonds of the fame value, with, 
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1658. above 40 pieces of fine Englijb broad-cloath, He 
UV\J gave alfo 30 gold watches to the officers and gen- 
tlemen of his retinue, and 1000 broad pieces 
among his fervants. 

The date But as all worldly glory and profperity maffc 

fairs a Kt an enc *> our P rote ^ or * s greatnefs, which 

tl^ be fore expired only with his life, now drew nealr to a 
hk death, period. It has been obferv’d by feme, that tho* 
after the diffolution of the lad parliament, all 
things feem’d to fucceed at home and abroad, ac- 
cording to his wifh, and his power and greatnefs 
to be better eftablifh’d than ever ; yet he never 
had thatferenity of mind, after his refufal of the 
crown, that he before ufually enjoy’d: that he 
was now much more apprehenfive of danger to his 
perlon than he ufed to be, and the many plots and 
confpiracies againft him, gave his mind great di- 
fturbance *, infomuch that he grew very fufpicious, 
and more difficult of accefs, and was mote rarely 
feen abroad than formerly. Bifhop Burnet fays, 
it was generally believ’d that his life and all his 
arts were exhaufted at once, and that if he had 
liv’d much longer, he could not have held things 
together.- However this be, ’tis certain he was 
greatly affli&ed with the lofs of fome of his family 
and friends, a little before his death. He feem’d 
to be much troubled for the death of his friend, 
the old earl of Warwick, with whom he had a fall 
friendfhip, tho’ neither their humours nor their 
natures were very much alike } and the heir of that 
houfe, who had married his youngeft daughter, 
died about the fame time 5 fo that all his relation 
to, and confidence in that family, was at an end. 
The <t>a t h But t ^ at which chiefly difturbed his peace, was 
©f his the death of his beft beloved daughter, the lady 
daughter Elizabeth Clay pole, who is fa id to have earneftly 
Cltjfolt. interceded for Dr. Hewefs life, and yet in that 
only inftance had a denial from her fond father. 
She died at Hampton- Court on the 6th of Aurufi ; 

and 
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* 

and her body being carried by water to Weftmtn- 1658. 
fter, after lying in ftate in the Painted- Chamber, was s^*V"s> 
folemnly interr’cl in Henry the Vllth’s chapel. 

About a week after her death, the Prote&or, He fall* 
who had been ill about a fortnight before, grew fck. 
confiderably worfe at Hampton- Court, whither he 
had retired with his council. His difeafe at firft 
was a kind of tertian ague, which for fome time 
continued under fever al appearances, with fymp- 
toms fo favourable, that every other day he walk'd 
abroad in the palace garden : But now he began 
to be more confin'd * and about the end of Aagujl 
took his bed, and made a will relating td his pri- 
vate and domeftick concerns. His fits ftill grow- 
ing ftronger, and his fpirits weaker, he was re- 
mov'd from Hampton-Court to White- Hall (tho* 

Whilelock fays he died at Hampton-Court.) Here 
he foon appear'd to be delirious, and his phyficians 
began to think him in real danger ; tho' his chaplains 
feem'd ftill to aflure themfelves of his recovery ; 
infomuch that Dr. Thomas Goodwin , in his prayer' 
to God for him, is laid to have exprefs’d himfelf. 
thus. That they ajked not for bis life j for tbty were 
dJfuPd he had too grqat things for this man to do , 
to remove him yet % but they pray’d for bis fpeedy re- 
covery , becaufe his life and prefence were fo necejfary 
to divers things then of great moment to be difpatcb'd. 

His licknefe ftill increafing, fo that he feem’d to 
be drawing near his end, thofe of his coun- 
cil being alarm’d, came to put him in mind to 
nominate his fuccefior, according to the Humble He ap- . 
petition and advice. But he being now almoft 
in a lethargy, and not anfwering to the purpofe, °fa r J' tQ 
they alk’d him again, whether ’rwas his will that fucceed - 
his eldeft Ion Richard Ihould lucceed him in the h ‘ m - 
Proteftorlhip ; to which ’twas faid he anfwer’d. 

Yes. Ludlow fays, the commiffioners of the great 
feal attended for figning the declaration of the per- 
fan to be appointed his fuccefior j but whether he 

was 
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1 658. was unwilling to difcover his intentions to leave the 
fucceflion to his fon, left thereby he lhould, in cafe 
of recovery, difoblige others whom he had put in 
expectation of that power ; or whether he was fo 
difcompos’d in body and mind, that he could not 
attend that matter •, or laftly, whether he would 
have named, or did name any other, is uncertain : 
but certain it is, that the commillioners were not 
admitted till the Friday following, when the fymp- 
toms of death were apparent upon him. Others 
give this account of the Protector’s laft ficknefs, 
and the bufinefs of a fucceflor : That after Crom- 
well had been fome time ill, a malignant humour 
broke oiit in his foot, which hindering him from 
the exercife of walking or riding abroad, he oblig’d 
his phyflcians to endeavqur to difperfe it, which 
they attempting to do, drove it upwards to his 
heart; by which means he became defperatcly 
lick, and in the beginning of September the fym- 
ptoms of death appear'd upon him ; and alking 
one of his phyficians, what he thought of his cafe ? 
the doCtor anfwer’d, My Lord, there is no more 
oil in that lamp winch has given fo much light to both 
church and ftate. The dying ProteCtor replied with 
a magnanimity worthy of him. When do you think 
it will go out? The phylician told him. In two 
days at fartheft : Upon which Cromwell faid, It is 
time then to fettle my mind ,. and provide for the fafety 
of the Slate. Accordingly he lent for his council, 
and recommended to them the choice of a fuccef- 
for, tho’ by the Humble petition and advice he might 
nominate one himfelf, which it was expeCted he 
would have done. The author of the Hijlory of 
England, during the reigns of the royal houfe of 
Stuart, fays, lieutenant-general Fleetwood did, with- 
out doubt, expeCt to have been declared fucceflor 
to Cromwell , and without doubt had been fo pro- 
mis’d by his father in-law ; and he farther lays, 
his manufcript author, who had his memoirs from 

the 
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the earl of Orrery (the famous lord Brogbill in 1-658. • 
Cromwell* s time) affirms Oliver made Fleetwood his 
heir s but one of his daughters knowing where 
his will was, took it away and burnt it, before 
Fleetwood could come at it : And a few minutes 
before Cromwell Ps death, when he was ask'd, Who 
Jhould fucceed bim, he reply’d, In fetch a, drawer of 
the cabinet , in my clofet , you will find it. Fleet- 
wood found himfelf trick’d, and the whole coun- 
cil againft him ; fo he fell in with them, waiting 
an opportunity to right or revenge himfelf. How- 
ever this was, on the third of September (his beloved 
and victorious day, on which he had twice tri- 
umph’d for two of his greateft victories, at Dunbar 
and Worcefter) about three in the afternoon, the 
Pr iteCtor expired ; on which day, or, as fome He dies, 
fay., the day before, there happen’d the moft vio- 
lent ftorm of wind that had ever been known ; 
which I have not fo ftrong a fancy as to imagine^ 
with a certain author, was any thing preternatural ; 
any more than I can believe the prediction of 
colonel Lindfey as to the day of the Protector’s death, 
which is founded upon the ftory of his making 
league with the devil ; a ftory, which, by the very 
fillinefs of the relation, fufficiently confutes itfelf. 

Th us the famous Oliver Cromwell , after fo many 
great aCtions, fo many toils and fatigues, and fo ‘ 
many plots and confpiracies againft his life, at laft 
died quietly in his bed. He expired in the fixtieth His age 
year of his age, five years four months and fourteen a ? d 
days after the diffolution of the long parliament,” * 
four years eight months and eighteen days after he vernment, 
had been declared ProteCtor by the hiftrument of 
governments and but one year three months and ‘ 
nine days, after his being confirmed* in that office 
by the Humble petition and advice. ■ 

Thus having given a faithful account of the Someac- 
aCtions of this great map, I might leave everyone count of 
to judge of his character from thence : However, it hu chara- 

may 
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1658. may not be amifs to take a fhort view of it. 

to his perfon, he had a manly ftern look, and was 
of an aCtive healthful conftitution, able to endure 
the greateft toil and fatigue. When he appear'd 
firft in the parliament, he made no great figure, 
there feemed to be nothin g extraordinary in him, 
he difcover'd none, of thole talents which ufe to 
gain applaufe, and work upon the affections of 
the hearers and ftanders by ; yet as he grew into 
place and authority, his parts feem’d to be rais’d, 
as if he had faculties that lay conceal’d, ’till he 
had occafion to ufe them } and when he was to 
aft the part of a great man, he did it without any 
indecency, notwithftanding the Want of cuftom. 
His converfation among his friends was very di- 
verting and familiar, but in publick reierv’d and 
grave. He ufed often to confult with the Lord 
Brogbitt , Pier point, fVhitelock, Sir Charles Wolfley 
and ‘Tburloe ; and would be fhut up three or four 
hours together with them in private difcourle, and 
none were admitted to come in to him : He would 
fometimes be very chearfiil, and laying afide his 
greatnefs, would be exceeding familiar*, and by 
way of diverfion would make Verfes with them, 
and every one muft try his fancy : He commonly 
sail’d for tobacco, pipes, and a candle, and would 
now and then take a pipe himfelf j then he would 
fall again to his great and ferious bufinefs, and 
would advife with them about his weighty and im- 
portant affairs. 

He afFefted, for the mod part, a plainnefs in 
his clothes ; but in them, as well as in his guards 
and attendance, he appear’d with magnificence^ 
upon publick occafions. He was very temperate,' 
fparing in his diet, and tho’ fometimes he would 
drink freely, yet" never to excefs : He was mode- 
rate in all other pleafures, and after his firft re- . 
formation, free from all vifible immoralities, and 
ieem’d to be a great enemy ter vice, and a lover 
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of Virtue, always taking care to fupprels the for* 1658. 
mer, and encourage the. latter. He writ a tole- 
table good hand, and a ftyle becoming a gentle- 
man, except when he ufed to cant, which, whe- 
ther it was afiefted or fincere, I leave others to 
judge. His fpeeches were for the moft part am- 
biguous, efpecially in publick meetings, wherein 
he rather left others to pick out his meaning, 
than told them himfelf ; tho* at other times he 
fufficiently ftiewM he could command his ftyle ac- 
cording as there was occafxon, and would deliver 
himfelf with fuch a force and ftrength'of expref- 
fion, that ’twas commonly laid, That every word 
be '/poke was a thing. He loved men of wit, and 
was a great admirer of mufick, entertaining the 
moft skilful in that fcience in his pay and family. 

He refpe&ed all perfons that excell’d in any art, 
and would procure them to be lent or brought to 
him. He was very well read .in the Greek and 
Roman ftory but *tis very obvious, that in. go- 
verning thefe nations, he ftudied men more than 
books, fo that his turn was ferved in all offices. 

No man was ever better ferv’d, nor took more 
pains to be fo : No man more cunningly div’d into 
the manners of men,, and into the tempers of thole 
whom he had any thing to do with, nor fooner 
difcover’d their talents.. And if he came to hear 
of a man fit for his purpofe, tho’ ever lb obfcure, 
he fent for him, and employ’d him ; fuiting the 
employment to the perlon, and not the pcrfon to 
the employment ; and upon this maxim in his 
government depended, in a great meafure, his 
fiiccefs. 

* Hb had undoubtedly a wonderful knowledge 
of men, and by his great, penetration could loon 
dilcoyer their abilities and qualifications : An 
ipftance of which we have in Dr. Calamf s Life 
of Mr. Howe. He tells us, that Mr. Howe 
having occafion to come to London , had a mind 
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1658. to hear a fermon at Wbite-ball y on the laft Sun- 
WW day he defign’d to ftay in town, The Prote&or 
feeing him, knew him to be a country minifter by 
his habit ; and difcerning fomething more than 
ordinary in his looks, fent a meflenger to him, 
defiring to fpeak with him after the fervice was 
over. Mr. Howe waiting upon him accordingly, 
.the Proteftor defir’d him to preach before him 
the next Lord's-day ; and told him it was in vain 
to attempt to excufe himfelf, for that he would 
take no denial. Mr. Howe pleaded, that' his peo- 
ple expefted him, and would be uneafy if he ftaid 
any longer from them; But Cromwell undertook 
to write to them himfelf, and to difpatch one to 
fupply his place, which, he actually did *, and Mr. 
Howe preach’d before him as he was defir’d. . Crom- 
well preffed him to do the fame a fecond and a 
third time ; and after much free converfation in 
private, nothing would fatisfy him but he muft be 
his houlhold chaplain ; and he promifed to take 
care that his place lhould be fupply’d at Torring- 
ton to the peoples content, Mr. Howe was high- 
ly refpedted by the Protestor, and had a great in- 
tereft in him ; though he was once like to lofe his 
favour, upon the following occafion (as related by 
the above-mentioned author.) The notion of a 
• "particular faith in prayer, carry’d even as far as to 
infpiration itfelf, prevailed much in Cromwell's 
court ; and great pains were taken to cultivate and 
fupport it. Mr. Howe having heard a fermon 
from a noted perfon, in defence of this notion,, 
refolv’d the next time his turn came to preach be- 
fore the Protestor, to oppofe fuch fpiritual pride 
and confidence. CromweU heard him with great 
attention ; but would fometimes knit his brows, 
and difcover great uneafinefs, After the fermon, 
a perfon of diftindion came to him, and ask’djf 
he knew what he had done ; and fignified his ap- 
prehenfion, that the Protestor Would be fo offended 

at 
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at that difcourfe, that he would find it a hard mat- 
ter ever to make his peace with him, or fecure his 
favour for the future : And Mr. Howe himfelf af- 
terwards obferv’d, that Cromwell was cooler in his 
carriage to him than before ■, tho’ he never men- 
tion’d the fermon to him. 

T o return to his character : He had a rare fa- 
Culty of examining and winding about the minds 
of all, even his enemies, which he could befet with 
innumerable fnares and artifices. He often made 
feafts for the inferior officers of the army, and as 
they were eating, he would order the drums to beat, 
and call in his foot-guards, to fall on and fnatch off 
the meat from the table before they had half done ; 
after which, to make farther diverfion, he would 
proceed to throwing of cufhions, putting burning 
coals into their boots and pockets,, and a hundred 
fuch pranks. And when the officers had fufficient- 
Jy tir’d themfelves with laughing and fporting in 
that manner, he would wheedle them to open their 
hearts, and fo draw from them fome fecrets of the 
greateft moment ; while himfelf, founding the opi- 
nions of others, artfully conceal’d his own. He 
had an abfolute command over all his paflions and 
affections, fo that he could fuit his carriage to all 
companies and occafions. He would fometimes be 
very merry and jocund with fome of the nobility, 
and would then take occafion to tell them what 
company they had lately kept, and when and 
where they had drank the King and royal family’s 
health ; advifing them, when they did it again, 
to do it more privately } and this without the leaft 
fign of paffion, but in a way of mirth and drollery. 
Having entertain’d fome jealoufy of general Monk 
in Scotland !, he, a little before his death, wrote a 
letter to him with his own hand. The body of 
the letter contain’d only fome general, matters re- 
lating to the government ; but after his ufual drol- 
ling manner, he fubjoin’d this by way of poftfcript, 
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which was indeed the main occafion of the letter : 
tfhere be that tell me, that there is a certain cunning 
fellow in Scotland called George Monk, who is [aid 
to lie in wait there to introduce Charles Stuart i I 
pray ufe your diligence to apprehend him, and fend 
him up to me. 

All allow he was an extraordinary genius, and 
mailer of the moll refin’d policy ; that he had a 
great fpirit, a wonderful circumfpedtion and faga- 
city, and a moft magnanimous refolution. His 
courage and conduct in the field were undoubtedly 
admirable ; he had a greatnefs of foul, which the 
greateft dangers and difficulties rather animated 
than difcourag’d ; and his difcipline and govern- 
ment of the army was in all refpe&s fuch as might 
become the moft renown’d and accomplifhi’d Ge- 
neral. “ He mull, fays the lord Clarendon , have 
“ had a wonderful underftanding in the natures 
“ and humours of men, and as great a dexterity 
. “ in applying them, who, from a private and ob- 
“ fcure birth (tho’ of a good family) without inte- 
“ reft or eftate, alliance or friendfhip, could raife 
** himfelf to fuch a height, and compound and 
“ knead fuch oppofite and contradi&ory tempers, 
“ humours, and interefts, into a confiftence that 
“ contributed to his defigns, and to their own de- 
“ ftru&ion, whilft himfelf grew infenfibly power- 
** ful enough to cut off thofe by whom he had 
‘‘ climb’d, in the inftant that they projected to 
“ demolifh their own building.” 

Ambitious he certainly was to a very high 
degree, and yet at the fame time feem’d to have a 
' paffionate regard to the publick good : And if this 
was really the cafe, the former feems to have fo 
far blinded him, as to make him think many things 
were for the publick good which really were not 
fo: But how far the neceflity of affairs , and the 
ponfufion and unfettled ftate the nation was then 
in > how far this extraordinary cafe, I fay, might 
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juftify fuch proceedings in fome inftances,.in order 
to prevent greater confufions and diftraftions ; or 
whether this was really Cromwell ’ s defign in thole 
proceedings, I leave the reader to judge. But what- 
ever cenlhre we are to pafs upon his aftions of this 
kind, it is allow’d by all, even by his enemies, that 
he perform’d many great and laudable things to the 
honour and advantage of the nation. One of them 
* reckons them up thus : “ 1. By Blake he more • Coke. 

humbled and fubdu’d the Algerine , 'Tripoli and 
“ Tunis pirates, than ever any before or fince did. 

** 2. Weftminfter-hall was never replenilh’d with 
44 more learned and upright judges than by him ; 

“ nor was juftice, cither in law or equity, in civil . 

“ cafes , more equally diftributed , where he was 
“ not a party. 3. When the Norway traders re- 
“ prefented to him the mifchief and inconvenien- 
“ ces of the aft of navigation, he, during his time, 

“ difpenfed with it, and permitted the Englijh to 
“ trade to Norway for timber, mails, pitch, tar, 

“ and iron, as before the aft : And by a law made 
“ ii> his third parliament, licenfe is given to tranf- 
44 port filh in foreign bottoms. 4. Tho’ he play’d 
44 the fool in making war with Spain,. and peace 
44 with France , yet he made a more advantageous 
44 treaty of commerce for the Englijh to France , 

44 than before they had. 5. Tho* he join’d forces 
44 with the French againft the Spaniards , yet he 
44 referv’d the fea-towns conquer’d from the Spa- 
44 niard, to himlelf, and fo had Dunkirk and Mar- 
“ dyke deliver’d up to him 5 and would have had 
44 OJl end, if the garifon had not cheated both Ma- 
44 zarine and him ; thereby to be arbitrator over 
44 the French , as well as Spaniards , when he plea- 
“ fed. 6. Cromwell outvy’d the bed of our Kingsj 
“ in rendring our laws to the fubjeft in the Eng- 
“ lijh tongue : For tho’ Edward I. permitted 
“ pleading in the Englijh tongue, yet he went no 
farther } whereas Cromwell render’d not only 
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“ the pleadings, but practice, and laws themfelves 
“ into Englijh .” In ihort, he apply’d himfelf fa 
induftrioufly to the bufinefs of the commonwealth, 
and difcover’d fuch abilities for managing it, that ' 
his greateft enemies acknowledg’d he was not un- 
worthy of the government, if his way to it had 
been juft and innocent. And he fhew’d his good 
underftanding in nothing more, than in feeking. 
out capable and worthy men for all employments, 
but more particularly for the courts of law, which 
gave a general fatisfadlion. 

T h o’ he was brave in his perfon, yet he wa 9 
wary in his conduct ; for from the time he wasfirft 
declar’d Protestor, he always wore a coat of mail 
under his clothes. He was very cautious and re- 
ferv’d whenever there was occafion, and in mat- 
ters of greateft moment trufted none but his fecre- 
tary Tburloe , and oftentimes not him •, an inftance 
of which the fecretary us’d to tell of himfelf: “That 
“ he was once commanded by Cromwell to go at 
** a certain hour to Gray' s-Inn , and at fuch a place 
“ deliver a bill of 20,000 /. payable to the bearer 
“ at Genoa, to a man he fhould find walking in 
“ fuch a habit and pofture as hs defcribM him, 
“ without fpeaking a word.” Iburloe did as he 
was order’d, and never knew to his dying-day 
either the perfon or the occafion. At another time 
the ProteCtor came late at night to ‘Tburlofs office, 
to give him directions about fomething of great 
importance and fecrefy w which having done, he 
obferv’d that Mr. Moreland, one of the clerks* was 
in the room, feeming to be afleep upon his defk ; 
but fufpeCting that he might not really be fo, and 
' that he might have over-heard their difcourfe, he 
prefently drew a poniard, which he always carried 
under his coat, and would have difpatch’d him 
upon the fpot, if Iburloe had not earneftly in- 
treated him to defift, and affur’d him, that More- 
land having fat up two nights together, was now 
certainly fail' afleep, No 
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'No Prince feem’d to be matter of lo much, and 
Jo particular intelligence as Cromwell •, of which I 
have given fome remarkable inftances in the fore- 
going hiftory, and lhall here add one more, as 
wonderful as any of the reft : A gentleman who 
had ferv*d the late, King, defir’d leave of the Pro- 
testor to travel, and obtain’d it, on condition he 
fhould not fee Charles Stuart. Accordingly arriving 
at Cologn , he fent to defire of the King that he might 
wait on him by night, which was agreed to. And 
when he had fully difcours’d of the bufinefs he came 
about, he took leave, having receiv’d a letter which 
he lew’d within the crown of his hat. Upon his 
-return to England , he came with confidence to the 
ProteSlor ; and being ask’d by him. If he had 
punctually -perform'd his promife? he anfwer’d,. that 
he had : But , faid his Highnefs, Who was it. that 
put out the candles when you fpoke to Charles Stuart? 
The gentleman was ftartled at this uneicpeSted 
' queftion ; and the Protedor farther demanding. 
What he faid to him , he anfwer’d. Nothing at all. 
Did he not fend a letter by you then ? faid Cromwell * 
and the gentlemen denying that alfo, Cromwell 
took his hat, and having found the letter, lent 
him immediately to the Tower. 

His maintaining the honour of the nation in all 
foreign parts, gratify’d the temper which is very 
. natural' to Englifhmen. Of this he was fo careful, 
that tho’ he was not a crown’d head, yet his am- 
bafladors had all the refpeSts and honours paid 
them, which our Kings ambafladors ever had. He 
would fay, That the dignity of the crown was upon 
the account of the nation , of which the King was only 
the reprefentative head ; and therefore the nation be- 
ing ftill the fame , he would have the fame refpeCl paid 
to bis minifters. And ’tis very obfervable, that 
Lockhart , Cromwell's ambaflador in France , and 
governour of Dunkirk , told Bifliop Burnet , That 
when he was fent afterwards ambaffador by King 
Cc 3 Charles, 
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Charles, he found he bad nothing of that regard that 
was paid him in Cromwell’s time. 

The regard he had to the commerce of the na- 
tion, his care to protest it from foreign infults, and 
fpeedy method of obtaining fatisfaStion and repa- 
ration for injured merchants, appears by the fol- 
lowing remarkable inttance : An Englifh merchant- 
fliip was taken in the chops of the channel, carried 
into St. Maloes , and there confifcated upon fome 
groundlefs pretence. As foon as the matter of the 
ihip got home, he prefented a petitioh to the Pro- 
testor in council, fetting forth his cafe, ancj pray- 
ing for redrefs. Upon hearing the. petition, the 
ProteStor told his council, he would take that affair 
upon himfelf, and order’d the man to attend him 
next morning. He examin’d him ftriStly as to all 
the circumftances of his cafe, and finding, by his 
anfwers, that he was a plain honeft man, and that 
he had been concern’d in no unlawful trade, he 
ask’d him, if he could go to Paris with a letter ? 
The man anfwer’d he could. Well then, fays the 
Protestor, prepare for your journey, and come to 
me to-m6rrow morning. He accordingly went, and 
Cromwell gave him a letter to Cardinal Mazarine., 
and told him he mutt flay but three days for an 
anfwer. The anfwer I mean, fays he, is, the full 
value of what you might have made of your fhip 
and cargo ; and tell the Cardinal, that if it is not 
paid you in three days, you have exprefs orders' 
from me to return home. The man did as he was 
direSted, and upon the Cardinal’s fhuffling with 
him, return’d as he was order’d. As foon as the 
Protestor faw him, he ask’d him if he had got his 
money ? And upon his anfwering, he had not, the 
ProteStor faid to him, then leave your direStion 
with my fecretary, and you fhall foon hear from 
me. Tho’ there was a French minifter refiding 
here, Cromwell did not fo much as acquaint him 
with the affair, but immediately font a man of war, 

or 
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or two to the channel, with orders to feize every 
French fhip they could meet with. Accordingly 
they return’d in a few days with two or three French 
prizes, which the Protestor order’d to be immedi- 
ately fold, and out of the produce, he paid the mer- 
chant what he demanded for his fhip and cargo. 
Then he fent for the French minifter, gave him an 
account of what had happen’d, and told him there 
was a balance, which, if he pleas’d, fhould be paid 
in to him, to the end that he might deliver it to 
thofe of his countrymen, who were the owners of 
the French (hips that had been fo taken and fold. 

Few Princes ever bore their character higher up- 
on all occafions than our Prote&or, efperially in his 
treaties with crown’d heads. And ’tis a thing with- 
out example that’s related by one of the beft in- 
form’d historians of the age, -namely,. Puffendorf, 
ih his Life of the Elector of Brandenburg., That in 
Cromwells league with France , againft Spain, he 
would not allow the French King to call himfelf 
King of France , but King of the French ; whereas 
he took to himfelf not only the title of Protestor 
of England ', but likewife of France : And which is 
yet more furprizing, in the inftrument of the trea- 
ty, the Prote&or’s name was put before the French 
King’s. France indeed was then under a minori- 
ty, and was not arriv’d to that power and greatnefs, 
which it afterwards attain’d to ; towards which our 
Protestor contributed not a little, by that alliance 
with France againft Spain, which is generally rec- 
kon’d the falfeft ftep he ever made, with refpeft to 
therepofeof Europe , and for which he has been high- 
ly reflected on. But I fhall here fet down, in his be- 
half, what Sir William Temple writes concerning him 
on this occafion, in the third part of his Memoirs. 

“ Cardinal Mazarine , fays that author, hav- 
“ ing furmounted his own dangers, and the diffi- 
“ culties incident to a minority, purlu’d the plan 

left him by his predeceflor (viz. Cardinal Ricb- 
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Xt lieu 0 and by his meafures taken with Cront- 
“ m?//, and the afliftance,of an immortal body of 
“ 6000 brave Englijh, which, by agreement, were 
“ to be continually recruited, he made ftfch a pro- 
“ grefs in Flanders y that Cromwell foon perceiv’d 
“ the balance turn’d, and was grown too heavy on 
“ the French fide : Whereupon he difpatch’d a 
“ gentleman privately to Madrid , to propole there 
“ a change of his treaty with France , into one 
** with Spain ; by which he would draw his forces 
over into their fervice, and make them 10000, 
“ to be continually recruited, upon condition their 
“ firft aftion fliould be to befiege Calais , and 
“ when taken, to put it into his hands. The pef- 
“ fon fent upon this errand, was paft the Pyrenees , 
“ when he was overtaken by the news of Crom- 
“ well* s' death : Whereupon Mazarine having not 
“ only loft his ftrongeft fupport in Flanders , but 
“ obfcrv’d how his defign would never be ferv*d 
“ by any meafures he' could take \Vith England. \ 
“ however it Ihould be govern’d, refolv’d upon a 
“ peace with Spain, and made it at the Pyrenees.* 
C ROMWE LL’s influence was-fo great in 
France , that the Cardinal durft not deny him any 
thing ; which he took very hard, and complain’d 
of to thole he could be free with. He-one day 
made a vifit to Madam c turenne, and when he took 
his leave of her, lhe, as lhe was wont to do, be- 
fought him to continue gracious to the churches. 
Upon which Mazarine told her, “ That he knew 
“ not how to behave himfelf. If he advis’d the 
King to punilh and fupprefs their infolence, 
‘‘ Cromwell threaten’d him to join with the Spa- 
“ niard ; and if he Ihew’d any favour to them, at 
“ Rome they accounted him an t/ereiick.*’ *Twas 
faid, that the Cardinal would change countenance, 
when he heard Cromwell nam’d ; fo that it pals’d 
into a proverb in France, That he was not fo much 
afraid of the devil as of Oliver Cromwell. 

SPAIN 
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SPAIN dreaded him, and courted his friend-- 
Ship, as much as France , tho’ the latter prevaiPd. 
When the Spahijh ambaffador was inform'd* that 
the fleet under Penn and Venables was gone towards 
the fVeJt-lndieSy and that the ftorm was likely tb 
fall upon fome of his matter’s territories, he appli- 
ed himfelf to the Protedlor, to know whether he 
had any juft ground of complaint againft the King 
his matter ; if fo, if he was ready to give him 
all poflible fatisfadtion^ The Protedtor demanded 
a liberty to trade to the Spanijh Weft-Indies , and the 
repeal of 'the laws of the Inquifttion : To which 
the ambaffador reply’d, That his mafterhad but two 
eyes, and that he would have him to put them both 
out at once. 

The States of Holland fo dreaded him, that they 
were very careful to give him no manner of um- 
brage : And when at any time the King of his 
brothers came to fee their fitter, the Princefs of 
Orangey within a day or two they us’d to fend a 
deputation to acquaint them, that Gromwell had 
oblig’d them to give them no harbour. When 
King Charles was feeking for a pretext for a war 
with the Dutch, in 1672, he made this one. 
That they fuffered fome of his rebellious fubjedls 
Co live in their country. Borel their ambaffador 
anfwer*d. That it was a maxim of long (landing 
among them, not to enquire upon what account 
ftrangers came to live in their dominions, but to 
entertain them all, unlels they had been guilty of 
eonfpiring againft the perfons of Princes. The 
King thereupon telling him, how they had us’d 
him and his brothers, the ambaffador with much 
fimplicity anfwer’d, Alas , Sir, that was another 
thing : Cromwell was a great man , and made him- 
felf. be fear'd both by land and fea. To which the 
King reply’d. I’ll make myfelf be fear'd too in my 
turn. But, as is obl'erv’d, he was Icarce as good 
as his word. 

Even 
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. Even the Turks flood in awe of "Cromwell \ and 
dorfl not offend him. And all Italy trembled at 
his name, and feem’d under a pannick fear as long 
as he liv’d. When admiral Blake fail’d into the 
Mediterranean , the city of Rome, and all the Pope’s 
territories were greatly alarm’d ; and the terror of 
the people was fuch, that publick proceffions were 
made, and the Hofl was expofed forty hours, to 
.avert the wrath of heaven, and prevent Blokes 
attacking the dominions of the church. And in- 
deed we are told, that Cromwell ufed to fay. That 
bis Jhips in the Mediterranean Jhould vifit Civita 
Vecchia, and the found of his cannon Jhould be beard 
in Rome. But . in the mid A of this power and 
grandeur, death put an end to all his high projects 
and daring defigns. 

I fhall now finifh this work with a particular ac- 
count of the magnificent funeral of this great man. 
The corps, at leaft in appearance, was on the 26th 
of September at night, privately remov’d from 
Whitehall in a mourning hearfe, attended by his 
domeftick fervants, to Somerfet-houfe. A few days 
after, his effigy was, with great flate and magni- 
ficence, expos’d openly, multitudes daily flocking 
to fee the fight, which appear’d in this order. 
The firft room was wholly hung with black ; at 
the upper end of which, was plac’d a cloth and 
chair of flate. In like manner were the -fecond 
and third rooms, all having feutcheons very thick 
upon the walls, and guards ^f partizans for people 
to pafs thro’. The fourth room was compleatly 
hung with black velvet, the ceiling being alfo co- 
ver’d with the fame. Here lay the effigy under 
a noble canopy of black velvet, apparell’d in the 
mofl magnificent robes, lac’d with gold, and furr’d 
with ermines, with a fcepter in one hand, and a 
globe in the other, and a fword hanging by its 
fide, and a rich cap on the head, fuitable to the 
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frobes. . Behind die head was placed a chair and 
cufhion of tiffu’d gold, in which lay an imperial 
crown, befet with diamonds and other precious 
Hones. The bed of ftate on which the effigy lay, 
was cover’d with a large pall of black velvet, un- 
-der which was a Holland fheet, born up by fix 
itools cover’d with cloth of gold. The bed was 
inclos’d with rails and balafters, .and, befides fo- 
lemn' mourners, furrounded with banners, banrols, 
and all kinds of trophies of military*' honours. 

Within the rails flood eight filver candlefticks 
about five foot high, with white wax-tapers Hand- 
ing in them, of three foot long. At each corner 
of the rails was eredled an upright pillar, which 
bore pn their tops lions and dragons, holding in 
their paws ftreamers crowned. The effigy having 
•for fome weeks continued in this pofture, on the 
•firfl of November was remov’d into the great hall, 
where with new ornaments and ceremony it was 
.plac’d, Handing upon an afcent under a cloth of 
Hate, with the imperial crown upon the head. 

Four or five hundred candles fet in flat fhining 
candlefiicks, were fo plac’d round near the roof 
of the hall, that the light they gave fcem’d like 
the rays of the fun •, by all which his late High- 
nefs was reprefented as now in a Hate of glory. 

Having remain’d thus till the 23d of Novem- Hispom- 
ier, the waxen effigy of the Protedlor, with the P°“ a ® 
crown on his head, fword by his fide,- globe and 
fcepter in his hands, was plac’d in a Hately open 
chariot, cover’d all oyer with black velvet, and 
drawn by fix horfes cover’d with the fame, both 
chariot and horfes being adorn’d with plumes and 
other ornaments. The Hreets from Somerfet-Houfe 
to Weftminfter-Alby , were guarded on both fides 
of the way by foldiers in new red coats and black 
buttons, with their enfigns wrapp’d in cyprefs. 

The proedfion was in the following manner : Firfi 
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qf all went a marfhal attended by his deputy, an4 
thirteen more on horfe-back-, to clear the way : 
After thefe follow’d the poor men of fVeJlminfter 
by two and two, in mourning gowns and hoods $ 
and next to them, the fervants of thofe perfons of 
quality that attended the funeral. Then came the 
Protestor’s late domeftick fervants, with his barge- 
men and watermen, follow’d by the Servants of 
the Lord- mayor and Sheriffs of London ; after 
whom follow’d the gentlemen attendants on fo- 
reign ambaffadors and publidk minifters. After 
thefe march’d the poor knights of IVmdfor in 
gowns and hoods t then the clerks, fecretaries, 
and officers of the army, admiralty, treafury, 
navy, and exchequer ; next, the commiffioners of 
the excife, of ,the army, and committee of the 
navy. Then march’d the commiffioners for ap- 
probation of preachers, and behind them, all tife 
officers, meffengers, and clerks belonging to the 
privy-council, and both houfes of parliament. • 
Next in order follow’d his late Highnefs’s phy- 
ficians, the head officers of the ' army, the 
officers and aldermen of London , the mafters 
of Chancery , and the Protestor’s council at law ; 
the judges of admiralty, judges in fVales> and ma- 
tter of requefts; the barons of . the exchequer, 
judges of both benches, and the Lord-mayor of 
London ; the perfbns ally’d in blood to the Pro- 
testor, and the members of the late Other Houfe ; 
the publick minifters of foreign princes, the Dutch 
ambaffador alone, having his train held up by four 
gentlemen ; then the Portugal ambaflador, and the 
French ambaffador in like manner ; the lords 
commiffioners of the great feal, the commiffioners 
of the treafury, and his Highnefs's privy-council. 
Thefe all mov’d in a folemn and pompous pro- 
ceffion, each divifion or company being diftin- 
guifh’d by drums, trumpets, banners, and led 
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J Tories. Then came the chariot with the effigy, 

? on each fide of which were fix banrols born by 

rf feveral perfons ; and likewife leveral pieces of the 

* Proteftor’s armour, carry’d by eight officers of 

e the army, attended by the heralds. Next went 

-i garter , principal king at arms, attended by a gen- 

- tleman on each hand bare-headed ; and then came 

- the chief mourner : After which follow’d the'horfe 

: of honour, in very rich trappings embroider’d on 

crimfon velvet, and adorn’d with white, red, 
i and yellow plumes, being led by the mailer of the 

r. horfe. The rear of this noble Ihew was brought 

: up by the prote&or’s guard of halberdiers, the 

warders of the ‘Tower , and troop of horfe. The 
:: effigy being brought in this manner to , the weft 

end of the jibby church, was taken from the cha- 
riot by ten gendemen, and carried through the 
3 church under a canopy of ftate up to the eaft end, 

: where it Was plac’d in a moft magnificent ftru&ure 

; built for that purpofe, to remain for a certain time 

f. expos’d to publick view. 

. After all, as the Author of the' Compleat The place 

jj Hijlory of England obferves iq his notes, it remains 

r; a queftion, where his body was really buried : It tain, 

j was, fays he, in appearance, "in IVeJlminJler-Abby, 

. fome report *it was carried below bridge, and 

; thrown into the Thames ; but ’tis moft probable 

i that ’twas buried in Nafeby Field. This account, 

continues he, is given, as averr’d, and ready to 
I be depos’d, if occafion requir’d, by Mr. BarkJlead , 

I fon to Barkftead the regicide, who was about fifteen 

, years old at the time of Cromwell's death : “That 

; “ the faid BarkJlead his father, being lieutenant of 

“ the Tower , and a great confident of Cromwell's, , 

“ did, among other fuch confidents, in the time 
“ of his illnels, defire to know where he would 
,♦* be bury’d : To which the Proreftor anfwer’d, 

** fVhere he ha,d obtain'd the greatejl victory and 

“ glorj t 
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“ gbfy> rind as tiigb the /pot as could be guefii 
“ where the heat of the action was , viz. in the' 
“ field at Na/eby, Coni Northampton. Which ac- 
** cordingly was thus perform’d t At midnight, 
“ foon after his death, the body (being firft em- 
** balm’d and wrapt in a leaden coffin) was in a 
“ hearfe convey’d to the faid field, Mr. Barkftead 
** himfelf attending, by order of his father, clofe 
** to the hearfe : Being come to the field, they 
“ found, about the midft of it, a grave dug 
“ about nine foot deep, with the green fod 
“ carefully laid on one fide, and the mould on 
“ \he other; in which the coffin being put, the 
** grave was inftantly fill’d up, and the green fod 
“ laid exactly flat upon it, care being taken that 
“ the furplus mould Ihould be clean remov’d. 
** Soon after the like care was taken that the 
“ field ihould be entirely plough’d up, and it 
** was fown three or four years fucceffively with 
“ com.” Several other material circumftances, 

, fays die fore-mention’d author, the faid Mr. 

. Barkftead (who now frequents Richards coflfee- 
houfe within Temple-Bar) relates, too long to be 
here inferted. 

It is, 1 think, pretty certain, that Oliver’s 
corpfe was not really interr*d in Weftminfter-Abby ; 
and confequently, that it was not his body that 
was afterwards taken up and hang*d at Tyburn 
for his: But whether this account of its being 
buried in Na/eby Field, or the Other of its being 
funk in the Thames, is moft probable, I cannot 
fay. What is laid for the former, we have feen ; 
and the other was related by a Gentlewoman 
who attended Oliver in his laft ficknefs, as we 
are told by the author of the Hiftory of England 
during the Reigns of the Royal Houfe of Stuart. 
She told him, that the day after the Protestor's 
‘death, it was confulted how to difpofe of his 
corpfe ; when it was concluded, that confidering 

th? 
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the malice of the cavaliers, it was moft certain 
they would infult the body of their mofl: dreadful 
enemy, if ever it Ihould be in their power j to 
prevent which, it was refolv’d to wrap it up in 
lead, to put it on board a barge, and fink it in 
the deepeft part <5f the 'Thames : which was un- 
dertaken and perform’d by two of his near re- 
lations, and fome trufty foldiers, the following 
night.' . 
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POEM 

Upon the D E A T H of 

OLIVER CROMWELL, 

Lord -Protector: 

Alluding to the Storm that happen’d 
about that Time. 


By Mr. W A L L E R. 


E mull refign ! heav*n his great foul 
does claim * 

In Storms as loud as his immortal lame: 
His dying groans, his laft breath, ihakft 
ourifie. 

And trees uncut fall for his, fun’ral pile : 

About his palace their broad roots are toft 
Into the air : So Romulus was loft : 

New Rome in fuch a tempeft mifs’d her King,' 

,And from obeying, fell to worlhipping. 

Oil 
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On Oetct s top thus Hercules lay dead, 

With ruin’d oaks and pines about him fpread j 
Thofe his laft fury from the mountain rent: 

Our dying hero, from the continent 
Rayifh’d whole towns, and forts from Spaniards reft. 
As his laft legacy to Britain left. 

The ocean, which fo long our hopes confin’d,. 
Cou’d give no limits to his vafter mind : 

Our bounds enlargement was his lateft toil ; 

Nor hath he left us pris’ners to our ifle : 

Under the tropick is our language fpoke, 

And part of Flanders hath receiv’d our yoke. 

From civil broils he did us difengage ; 

Found nobler objects for our martial rage : 

And with wife conduct, to his country fhow’d 
The ancient way of conquering abroad. 

Ungrateful then, if we no tears allow 
To him that gave u$ peace and empire too ! 
Princes that fear’d him, grieve, concern’d to fee 
No pitch of glory from the grave is free. 

Nature herfelf took notice of his death, 

And, fighing, fwell’d the fea with fuch a breath. 
That to remoeeft fhores her billows roll’d, 
Th’approaching fate of their great ruler told. 
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APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

Some Account of the PROTECTO R*s 
Children, and of the State of Affairs till 
the KING’S Restoration. 

T HE Proteflor had three Tons, Oliver , Ri- 
chard and Henry. Oliver died young. Ri- 
chard married Dorothy eldeft daughterof 
Richard Major, Efqj of Hurjly'm Hamp- 
Jhire\ where he liv’d a private life during the grea- 
teft part of his father’s governments but towards 
the latter end of it, he was fent for by him to come 
to court, and made one of his privy council, and 
foon after was chofen by the univerfity of Oxford to 
be their chancellor, with which honour he was ve- 
ry folemnly inftall’d at Whitehall. He was laid to 
be nominated by his father for his fuccefior, tho* the 
truth of it was very much queftioned ; and *cwas 
thought he never defign’d him for it, having fcarce 
made any Hep towards training him up to it. How- 
ever, upon his father’s death, he was lolemnly 
proclaim’d Protestor all over England , &c. in the 
following form of words : 

“ Whereas it hath pleafed the moft wife God, 
“ in his providence, to take out of this world the 
“ moll ferene and renowned Oliver , late Lord 
“ Protedlor of this commonwealth : And his High- 
“ nefs having iji his life-time, according to the 
** Humble Petition and Advice, declared and ap- 
pointed the moll noble and illuftrious the Lord 

* ‘ Richard , 
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“ Richard , eldeft fon of his faid late Highnefs, to 
*.* fucceed him in the government of thefe nations: 
“ We therefore of die privy council, together 
“ with the Lord-mayor, aidermen and citizens of 
“ London , the officers of the army, and numbers 
“ of other principal gentlemen, do now hereby, 
“ with one full voice and confent of tongue and 
“ heart, publifh and declare the faid noble and il- 
“ luftrious Lord Richard to be rightfully Prote- 
“ ftor of this commonwealth of England, Scotland 
“ and Ireland, and the dominions and territories 
“ thereunto belonging ; to whom we acknowledge 
“ all fidelity and conftant obedience, according 
“to law, and the faid Humble Petition and Advice , 
“ with all hearty, and humble affe&ions, befeech- 
“ ing the Lord, by whom Princes rule, to blefs 
“ him with long life, and thefe nations with peace 
“ andhappinefs under his government.” 

RICHARD was congratulated hereupon by 
addreffes from all parts of .the three kingdoms, de- 
claring their refolutions to ftand by him with their 
lives and fortunes. But the officers of the army 
being divided among themfelves, and the repub- 
lican party in particular labouring to undetermine 
him, andreftore their beloved commonwealth, he 
found himfelf necefiitated to call a Parliament. A 
Parliament was accordingly fummoned, which Ri- 
chard met on the 27th of January, with the fame 
ftate that the Englijh Monarchs and his Father had 
done before him. They had not fat long be- 
fore great differences and contentions arofe between 
them and the army > fo that the officers being in- 
formed that fome votes were pafs’d in oppofition 
to their defigns, immediately fent Fleetwood and 
Dejborougb to the Protestor, to advife him forth- 
with to diffolve the parliament. Fleetwood alledg*d, 
iThat if this were not prefently done, the nation would 
certainly be involved in blood. Dejborougb , who 
was of a rougher temper, told him, * Twasimpof- 
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fible for him to keep both Parliament and Army bis 
friends ; and defined him to cbufe iabieb be would , 
prefer : If he dijjolved the Parliament out of band , 
be bad the Army at bis devotion ; if be refus'd that, 
be believ'd the Army would quickly puU him out of 
Whitehall. Oh the other hand, many members 
allur'd him, that the Parliament would continue 
firm to him, if he would but adhere to them : 
Some officers of the Army likewife, as Ingold/by , 
Wballey, Gough, and Howard , offer'd to ftand by 
him againft thole who were called the General 
Council of the Army ; and Howard in particular 
eameftly prefs’d him to exert himfelf by fome vi- 
gorous aftion, fuch as fupported his father's autho- 
rity to the laft : You are Cromwell’* fan , faid he, 
/hew yourfelf worthy of that name : This bufinefs re- 
quires a bold ftroke , fupported by a good hand ; do 
not fuffer yourfelf to be daunted , and my bead J ball 
dnfwer for the conference. Fleetwood, Lambert, 
Defbotough, and Vane, are the contrivers of tbis\ 
Twill rid you of them ; do but fiand by me, and fe- 
cond my zeal with your name. Richard anfwer*d, 
Ybat he did not love blood 5 and being a man of an 
itrefolute temper, was at laft prevail'd on by the 
oppofke party to diflblve the Parliament. 

Having got rid of the Parliament, the council 
of officers were for laying Richard afide too ; and 
fb they re flar'd the remnant of the Long- Parlia- 
ment , which Oliver had ejefted , to their feats 
again; and Richard, after a reign of about feven 
months and twenty days , return'd to his former 
private life. When he was quitting his palace of 
Whitehall, he order'd his fervants to be very care- 
ful of two old trunks which flood in his wardrobe. , 
The men wonder’d at this ; and one of his friends 
hearing him enquire very earneftly after them,afk*d 
him what was in them that made him fo much 
Concern’d about them ? Why, no lefs, laid Richard, 
than the lives and fortunes qf all the good people of 

England ; 
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England \ meaning the numberlefs addrefles that 
were prcfented to him. 

The Long Parliament having fat about five 
months, were again put down by the ambitious 
Lambert ; and about three months after were again 
reftor’d, by means of the foldiers revolting from 
their leaders, and declaring for the Parliament, and 
the interpofition of general Monk , who now march’d 
out of Scotland, and finding the fpirit of the peo- 
ple generally run that way, reftor’d the fecluded' 
members alio to their feats again. This made fuch 
an alteration in this aflembly, that they foon dif- 
fblv*d themfelves, having order’d a new Parliament 
to be fummon’d ; which Parliament meeting on 
April 25, 1660, in about. a month’s time brought 
in the KING. 

The Lord Clarendon tells the following ftory 
of Richard Cromwell: That foon after the King’s 
reftoration, he found himfelf under a neceflity of 
retiring into France ; and having continu’d fome 
years in obfcurity at Paris, upon the firft rumour, 
of a war like to break out between England and' 
France, he thought fit to leave that kingdom, and 
remove to Geneva. Taking his journey thither by 
Bourdeaux, and thro’ the province of Languedoc, he 
went thro* Pezenas, a town belonging to the Prince 
of Conti, then Governor of Languedoc , who made 
his refidence there. Staying fome time in this place, 
he happen’d to meet with an old acquaintance of 
his father's, and his party; who told him, That 
the Prince of Conti expeSted all jlr angers who came 
to that town to wait on him, and that be treated 
all, particularly the Englifh, with great civility, 
that be need not be known, but that bimfelf would 
inform the Prince that another Englifh gentleman was 
faffing thro* the town, who would be glad to have the 
honour of kifftng his hand. The Prince, as his man- 
ner was, receiv’d him very civilly ; and began to 
difcourfe with him about the Englifh affairs, afking 
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feveral queftions about the King, and whether all 
quietly fubjnitted to his government ; and in the 
end faid, Weil, that Oliver, tho ’ he was a traitor 
and a villain , was a brave man , had great parts v 
great courage , and was worthy to command j. but that 
Richard, that coxcomb and polfron , was furely the 
bafeft fellow alive ; what is become of that fool ? How 
'was it pojfible he could be fuch a fot .? He anfwer*d, 
’that he was betray’d by tbofe he moft trufied , and who 
had been moft obliged by his father ; and io having- 
no great pleafure of his vilit, loon took his leave, 
and the next morning left the town. And about 
two days after, the Prince came to know that it 
was Richard himfelf, whom he had talk’d to after 
that manner. Richard fome years before the 
death of King Charles II. return’d to England •, 
and having lived to a great age, as a remarkable 
example of the fecurity of innocence, and the in-, 
liability of human greatnels, he died at Chefhunt 
in Hertfordjhire, in the year 1712. 

. O LIVER's third fon, Henry,, married Eliza- 
beth, eldeft daughter of Sir Francis Rujfel of Chip- 
penham in Cambridgfhire, and was by his father 
made Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; where his deport- 
ment rendered him very popular , and he managed 
the government with fo much difcretion, that in 
a fmall time he brought that diforder’d nation in- 
to the moft hopeful condition of a floutilhing ftate : 
But being call’d away by the Long Parliament, up- 
on his brother’s fubmiftion, he would not offer to 
refill, but quietly laid down his charge. And thus 
ended the majefty and glory of the Cromwell family, 
which had made, not only its own, but all neigh- 
bouring nations to tremble. 

The Prote&or had four daughters, Bridget , E- 
lizabeth , Mary, and Frances. Bridget was married, 
firft to Henry Ireton , whom Cromwell left his de- 
puty in Ireland, and of whom fo much has been 
laid in the former part of this hiftory , and he dy- 
ing. 
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ing, lhe was afterwards married to lieutenant-ge- 
neral Fleetwood . • Elizabeth was married to Mr. 

John Cleypole, arid dy’d a little before her father : 

■Whitelock fays lhe was a lady of excellent parts, - 
dear to her parents, civil to all perfons, and cour- 
teous and friendly to all gentlemen of her acquain- 
tance ; and that her death did much grieve her fa- 
ther. Mary , his third daughter was married to 
Thomas lord vifcount Fauconberg, afterwards created 
Earl by King William : She .had the chara&er of a 
■wife and worthy woman, and was thought more 
likely to have maintain’d the poft than either of 
her brothers ; whence it is commonly faid, ‘that 
tbofe who wore breeches, deferved Petticoats betters 
but if thofe in Petticoats (meaning her) had been irt 
breeches , they would have held /after. Frances, the 
youngeft daughter, was married firft to Mr. Ro- 
bert Rich, grandlbn arid heir of the Earl of War- 
wick ; and afterwards to Sir John Rujfel of Chip- 
penham in Cambridgjhire : She- was alfo a very 
worthy perfon. ’Tis of her that the following fto- 
ry is told, by the author of the Hijlory of England 
during the reign of the Royal Houfe of Stuart : 

That Mr.' Jeremy White, one of Oliver’s do- 
meftick chaplains, a fprightly man, and a top wit 
of his court, made his addrefles to the faid lady 
Frances, who did not much difencourage him. 

But Cromwell being told of it, obliged the perfon 
who told him to be upon the watch ; who hunting 
Jerry White , as he was commonly called, to the 
lady’s chamber, ran immediately to tell the Pro- 
testor of it. Oliver in a rage haftening thither, 

, found Jerry on his knees killing the lady’s hand, . 
or having juft kifs’d it ; and afk’d him what was 
the meaning of that pofture before his daughter £ v 
Frank? White, with much prefence of mind, faid, 

. May it pleafe your Highnefs, I have a long time 
courted that young gentlewoman there, my lady’s wo- 
man, and cannot prevail > I was therefore humbly 

praying 
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pfdyitfg her ladyjhip to intercede fir me. The Pro-- 
jfcftor turning to the young woman, faid, What's 
the metering of tbtSi huffy ? Why do you refufe the 
honour Mr. White mould do you ? He is my friend, 
*nd I expeft you Jhould treat him, as fueb. My lady’s 
woman defiring nothing more, anfwerM, If Mr. 
White intends me that honour , I JhaU not be again ft 
him. Say' ft thou fo, reply’d Cromwell , call Good- 
win t this buftnefs fball be done prefently , before I go 
out of the room. Jerry being gone too for to go 
back, they were married, and the Protestor give 
the young woman 500 1. for her portion t which* 
with what file had fav’d before, made Mr. White 
eafy in his circumftances, but in one thing, which 
was, that he never loved his wife, nor (he him, tho* 
they lived together near fifty years afterwards. The 
abovemention’d author fays he knew them both, 
and heard this ftory told when Mrs. White was by, 
who did not contradict it, but acknowledg’d them 
mos Something in it. 
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